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Vol.- IV. JANTJAKT, 1866." Fo. 1. 

A NATION'S DBTY TO ACINOTTLBDOE CISI8T AS KINO. 

Substatoce of an Address delivered in th« U. P. Church, near Canonsburg, Pa., Au- 
gust 17, 1865, before an Association to promote the religious amendment of the Con- 
stitution. By Rev. Thomas SproulL Published bj request of the Association. 

The amendments which it is proposed to insert in the United 
States Constitution are : A recognition of God as the source of all 
authority ; an acceptance of the Holy Scriptures as the supreme 
rule ; and a declaration of subjection to Christ as King. As these 
cover too wide a field to be fully discussed on the present occa- 
sion, I will pass by the first two and confine my remarks to the last. 
I do this the more readily because it is the amendment most earn- 
estly opposed. Besides, if this is gained, the whole object is ac- 
complished ; but if this fails, the whole will be a failure. The fol- 
lowing theses exhibit the outline of the proposed argument : 

I. Thb Lord Jesus Christ is King op Nations. 

II. Nations are required explicitly to acknowledge Christ 
as King in their Constitutions. 

III. Nations thax refuse to own Christ as King shall be vis- 

ITBD WITH SORE JUDGMENTS. 

iV. By subjecting themselves to Christ, Nations will secure 
TO themselves the greatest prosperity. 

I. The Lord Jesus Christ is King op Nations. — He is invested 
with universal dominion. Mat. 28 : 20. " All power is given to 
me in heaven and on earth.*' Eph. 1 : 20-22. **He set him at his 
own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality, and 
power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to come ; and hath put 
all things under his feet, and gave him to be the Head over all things 
to the church.'* Phil. 2: 9-10. " Wherefore God hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name which is above every name : 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth ; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father/' ^^jjl^^^^^i^^^ ^® ^^^® ^^^ heaven, and 
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2 A Nation' 9 Duty to acknowledge Christ as King. 

is on the right hand of God ; angels, and authorities, and powers 
being made subject unto him/' 

2. Royal titles are given to him. Psalm 22:28. "The king- 
dom is the Lord's, and he is the Governor among the nations." Is. 
32 : 1. "Behold a King shall rei^n in righteousness." Isa. 10 : 7. 
" Who would not fear thee, King of nations, for to thee doth it 
appertain." 1 Tim. 6 : 15. " The blessed and only Potentate, King 
of kings and Lord of lords/' Rev. 1:6. "Jesus Christ, the 
Prince of the kings of the earth/' See aleo Rev. 19 : 16. 

3. Nations are commanded to submit to him. Ps. 2:10-12. 
"Be wise now therefore, ye kings; be instructed, ye judges of 
the earth ; serve the Lord with fear and rejoice with' trembling. 
Kiss the Son." Ps. 96:10. " Say among the heathen: The Lord 
reigneth/' Ps. 99 < 1. " The Lord reigneth, let the people trem- 
ble." John 5 : 22-23. " The Father hath committed all judgment 
unto the Son, that all men should honor the Son even as they 
honor the Father." 

4. Nations are threatened with judgments who refuse to submit 
to .Christ. Ps. 2 : 12. "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and yo per- 
ish from the way." Ps. 9:17. "The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, and the nations that forget God." Is. 63:6. "I will tread 
down t^e people in my anger, and make them drunk in my fury, 
and I will bring down their strength to the earth." Luke 19 : 27* 
"But those my enemies, which would not that I should reign over 
them, bring hither, and slay them before me/' Rev. 11 : 18. 
" The nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time that 
thou shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth/' 

5. It is promised and foretold that nations shall submit to him. 
Ps. 2 : 8. " Ask, and I will give thee the heathen for thine inherit- 
ance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession." Is. 
72 : 10-11. "The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring pres- 
ents ; the kings of Sheba and Seba shall oflfer gifts. Yea, all kings 
shall fall down before him; all nations shall serve him." Ps* 
22: 27. " All the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee.'^ 
Rev. 11 : 16. "The kingdoms of this world have become our Lord's 
^nd his Christ's." 

These several positions, sustained by clear scriptural proof, pre- 
sent combined an unanswerable argument in favor of our first thesis. 
Seeing that Christ has universal dominion assigned to him, and is 
designated in Scripture by royal titles ; seeing that nations are 
commanded to submit to him, and are threatened with severe judg- 
ments if they refuse ; and seeing, nioreover, that it is predicted and 
promised that nations shall own Christ as their King, the conclu- 
sion is inevitable, that he is by a divine constitution ruler of na/ 
tions. 

n. Nations are required explicitly to AqKNOWLBDGE Christ 

AB King in their Constitutions. — It is now generally held by the 

religious part of the community, that nations enjoying the feible. 

and Christianity should be Christian. The question is not — unless 

\ by professed or practical infidels, with whom in this argument we 
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A Nation's Duty to acknowledge Christ as King. 8 

have nothing to do — should a nation have a Christian character by 
Bonie kind of a recognition of Christ ? but it is, howis thisto be done ? 
or what constitutes a national recognition of Christ ? Many aftect 
to believe that the character of a nation is determined by the char- 
acter of its subjects ; if they are in professed subjection to Christ, 
Bois the nation. That this is a mere assumption without any 
foundation will appear in the course of the argument. 

The point which I propose to prove is, that nations are required 
to acknowledge Christ as King in their constitutions. What is a 
constitution? It is the instrument that contains the terms on 
which a number of individuals combine tosjether to accomplish 
some object. A national constitution is the hc^nd of unity among 
those who constitute the nation .It is, moreover, the expression ot ' 
the nation's political and moral faith. By the constitution alone 
can it be determined whether a nation is a republic, an aristocracy or 
a monarchy. By its constitution its relation to other powers is de- 
fined. They know it only as it is described in that instrument. If 
the constitution is republican, though nine-tenths or-evon all of the 
people should become monarchists, the nation would still b© a re- 
public. They might pervert the constitution, or they might change 
it; and one of these they likely would do : but so long as it re- 
mained in its integrity, so long the political character of the nation 
as known to other nations, would remain the same. A practical 
case will illustrate this. There is in this country a large class of 
professors of nominal Christianity who hate republicanism, and are 
in sworn allegiance to a foreign power. Suppose they should be- 
come the majority of the people ; or Suppose that all should become 
perverted to their faith, so that Popery would be the only form of 
ijieli^ion found in the country, that fact would not change the re- 
publican character of the government. Though all were in sworn 
allegiance to the Pope, the government would not on that account be 
despotic. Until they lay hands on the constitution and con- 
form it to their principles, it would still be republican. The 
correctness of these views is so manifest that few will be found to 
controvert them. 

And it is by the same test that we determine what is the reli- 
gious character of a nation. It is in that respect what its consti- 
tution says it is. If the constitution does not declare in favor of 
Christ, then it is unchristian ; and while the Constitution retains 
this negation of Christianity, th« nation has no claim to be called 
a Christian nation. Nothing but such a change of the constitution 
adwill make it recognize Christ in his relation to nations as their 
Kin^, will deliver it from the dangerous position of being hostile 
to him. 

It adds to the strength of the argument to consider that Qod deals 
with nations according to their character, and not according to the 
characters of the individuals composing them. God taught Israel 
this truth by the prophet Ezekiel in these words, " Son of man, 
when the land sinneth against me by trespassing grievously, then 
will I stretch out my hand upon it, and will break the staff of the 
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4 A Ndtion*8 BvJty to acknowledge Ghrkt as King. 

bread thereof, and will send famine upon it, and cut off man and 
beast from it ; though these three men, Noah, Daniel and Job, 
were in it, they should deliver but their own souls by their right- 
eousness, saith the Lord God/' Ez, 14 ; 13-14. A nation is a moral 
person, a subject to the government of God, and in order to es- 
cape the punishment due to rebels, it must profess subjection to Him 
by whom the affairs of the world are administered, and exemplify 
the sincerity of their profession by obeying his laws. 

III. Nations that REFtJSB to own Christ as King shall be vis- 
ited WITH SORB JUDGMENTS. — If the preceding thesis be proved, this 
must necessarily follow. If the failure of a nation to recognize 
Christ as its King is constructive hostility to him, then by that fail- 
ure the nation is exposed to punishment. God is jealous of his 
glory ; he will not give it to another, nor will he suffer the honor 
of the crown of Messiah to be tarnished by any national refusal 
to submit to him. What he says to the church is eminently true 
in regard to her Head, ** The nation and kingdom tbat will not 
serve thee shall perish, yea, those nations shall be utterly wasted." 
Is. 60 ;12. The infliction of severe judgments is often deferred ; 
lighter chastisements are sent first to warn and admonish. But 
if these are disregarded they are followed by sorer visitations, un- 
til for their impenitence they are blotted from the face of the earth, 
and their memory survives onl^ to be execrated. The history of 
the proudest nations of antiquity verifies these remarks. In the 
Jewish nation they have their full exemplification. The sad se- 
quel of their history is recorded in the prophetic song taught them 
by Moses lonff before their denationalization and final dispersion. 
"Of the Rock that begat thee thou, art unmindful, and hast for- 

fotten God that formed thee. And when the Lord saw it, he ab- 
orred them, because of the provoking of his sons and of his daugh-* 
ters. How should one chase a thousand, and two put ten thousand 
to flight, except their Rock had sold them, and the Lord had shut 
them up?'' Deut. 32:18-19,80. Let Christ's own declarations 
put this point beyond all doubt. "He that is not with me is 
Against me." Mat. 12:30. " Those mine enemies who would not 
that I should reign over them, bring them hither and slay them 
before me." Luke 19 : 27. 
rST. By subjecting themselves to Christ, ITations secueb to 

THEMSELVES THE GREATEST PROSPERITY. — " RightCOUSnesS CXalteth 

a nation." Prov. 14 : 34. This rule of national greatness has both 
its affirmative and negative aspects. Without righteousness no 
nation can attain to true honor and prosperity. But the founda- 
tion of righteousness is to render to God the things th^t are his. 
Any other basis iff a foundation of sand. The nation only is 
blessed that owns Christ as Kinff. " Blessed is the nation who^e 
God is the Lord." Ps. 33 : 12. He manages the flairs of provi- 
dence in subordination to the kingdom of grace. He is " Head 
over all things to the church, which is his body." Eph. 1 : 22, 23, 
Nations are put under him, that he may employ them in carrying 
forward to its completion the work of redemption assigned to him. 
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A NattorCB Duty to acknowledge Christ as King. 5 

This if they do not willingly they shall be constrained to do. He 
maketh the wrath of man to praise him. 

In* order that they may be active instruments in building up the 
kingdom of Christ, they must be loyal subjects to his government. 
Submitting to his sceptre and ruling by his law, they secure to 
themselves the blessing of his gracious reign. Those who honor 
him will he honor. While the nations that will not serve him 
shall perish, those that bow to his authority shall be established 
and prospered. The condition of the world when Christ shall be 
acknowledged as Lord of all, is described in Psalm 72 : 2-7, " He 
shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor, with 
judgment. The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and 
the little hills, by righteousness. He shall judge the poor of the 
people, he shall save the children of the needy, and shall break in 
pieces the oppressor. He shall come down like rain upon the mown 
grass ; as showers that water the earth. In his days shall the right- 
eous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endur- 
eth." 

Having demonstrated the correctness of the preceding theses as 
general truths, I now proceed to apply these to the government of 
our own country. 

1. The Government of the United States is not in the relation of 
voluntary subjection to the Lord Jesus Christ. This is a sad truth, 
humbling and disgraceful, but it is one we must neither deny nor 
conceal. This nation, that has enjoyed from the beginning so 
many tokens of divine favor, has ungratefully refused to enthrone 
him as its sovereign by whose hand these gifts have been dis- 
persed. To the command of God, " Kiss the Son," this nation 
has practically answered, " We will not have this man to reign 
over us.'* In the United States Constitution there is not the re- 
motest reference to any power higher than the people. The 
preamble ignores and repudiates any higher power. Its language 
is, "We the people of the Dnited States, do ordain and establish 
this Constitution.*' This is in accordance with the sentiment in 
the Declaration of Independence, that "governments derive their 
just powers from the consent of the governed**— a sentiment 
which, though true- as it regards the mediurriy is most untrue 
in regard to the source of power. And it is most clearly in 
the first sense that it is used in the Declaration. It is a claim of 
the right of self-government, free from any accountability to God 
or his Son in the constitution and administration of the govern- 
ment about to be established. 

I am aware that this is denied ; and that it is held that the 
Constitution does recognize God, his Son and law. This, it is 
maintained, it does not in form but in substance. The first of 
these recognitions it is alleged is in the words, ''I swear,** in the 
oath of office administered to the President. The second, in the 
word " Sunday,** in the section defining how long the President 
may retain a bill before returning it to Congress : " ten days (Sun- 
days OTcepted).'* The third, in the words, "in the year of our Lord,*' 
in the date of the Constitution. The words " I swear,** it is urged, 
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6 A Nation' 9 Duly to achnowledffe Christ a$ King. 

refer to God by whom men swear, and is a recognition of his. be- 
ing and men's accountability to him. But it should be remember- 
ed that the President may refuse to swear; he may affirm. The 
words are, "I do solemnly swear or affirm." He may prefer the 
latter, in which there is no reference to God. What then comes 
of the argument? "Sundays excepted,*' it is pretended, is a re- 
cognition of the moral law, because the fourth commandment re- 
quires the Sabbath to be observed. But the section in question 
does not require the President to observe the Sabbath. It merely 
does not include the Sabbath among the secular days of the week, 
not because its observance is required by the laws of God ; for 
then the clause would not have been a mere permission, but a 
command to observe the Sabbath. It was done whollv in accord- 
ance with custom. As it regards the recognition of Onrist in the 
date ; in the copy of the Constitution in my possession the words 
in question are not found at all. Judge Story, whose Exposition 
of the Constitution I consult, certainly did not see the importance 
in '* Anno Domini" that some have found in these words, or he 
would not have left them out of the copy found in his boob. 

But let us bring this matter to a true test Suppose this nation 
arraigned at the bar of the King of nations, to answer for its disre- 

fard of God, his Son and law. Let the apologists for this nfeglect 
e its advocates, and what plea do they present ? In answer to the 
chaige of not acknowledging God as the source of power, they say: 
the President is required to say "I swear," or "I affirm," &c., be- 
fore he enter on the duties of his office. As it regards the divine 
• law, " Sundays excepted," are words that respond to the command, 
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," and merely a per- 
mission to keep one commandment implies an obligation to keep 
them all. And in the words, "our Lord," in the date of the Con- 
stitution, the nation obeyed the (Command, " Kiss the Son." The 
way this pleading would be treated is best expressed in the words 
of our Lord in a similar case : " Many will say unto me in that 
day. Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name ; and in thy 
name have cast out devils ; and in thy name have done many won- 
derful works ? and then will I profess to them I never knew thee : 
depart from me, ye workers of iniquity." 

2. The American nation, for the dishonor done to Christ by 
refusing to acknowledge his authority in its Constitution, has been 
visited with severe judgments. None will deny that God has once 
and a^ain laid his hand heavily on the nation. Most will admit 
that there were moral causes for these inflictions. The civil war, 
the last and most terrible of all these judicial visitations, has left 
no ground for skepticism on this point. By its continuance in sin, 
the nation treasured up wrath against the day of wrath, and the reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment of God. By the last stroke of 
the rod of God's indignation, it was wounded near to death. 
However deeply the sin of slavery entered into the composition 
of the cup of the nation's iniquity, it was not the only, nor even 
the principal ingredient. It was itself an effijct of an anttcedent 
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A N(xtiorC% Duty to aehnowkdge Christ as King. 7 

cause — a refhsal to conBtitute the nation a voluntary Bubject of 
the government of Christ, ruled by his law. Was it to be expected 
that a people insensible to divine claims would be at all scrupulous 
about human rights? It may be set down as a rule for judging 
the actions of men, that those who reject the first table of the law 
will disregard the second. 

It has been often remarked that the finger of Providence in this 
war has pointed with unerring certainty to slavery as its procuring, 
as well as its immediate cause. This is admitted ; but the admis- 
sion does not militate against the position we are maintaining, 
unless it be meant that slavery was the alone cause. To us the 
finger of Providence points to the rejection of the authority of 
Christ as the moral cause of the war with a clearness no less dis- 
tinct. It seems to be in exact harmony with God's way of dealing, 
to punish rebellion with rebellion — to permit secession in a nation 
that had seceded from his government. This is retributive justice. 
And can it be hoped that God will be less ready to put forth his 
power to bring to subjection a revolted province^ than the Govei^n- 
ment was to subdue the rebel States ? It is the promise of God the 
Father to the Mediator, that his enemies shall l)e made his foot- 
stool — a promise that shall be fulfilled, though it be by terrible 
works in righteousness. There is given to him a rod of iron, with 
which he will break in pieces, as a potter's vessel is broken, every 
power that will refuse to do him homage. With bis iron rod he 
has smitten and nearly broken this natiop, and now it remains to 
be seen whether it will repent and return, and give glory to the 
God of heaven. 

3, It depends on the nation's treatment of the claims of Christ 
whether it shall receive still heavier judgments, or enjoy the 
greatest prosperity. If the severe rebuke just given be unheeded, 
a visitation still more dreadful may be apprehended. Let no one 
say, The rebellion is now crushed, and we have nothing to fear 
from any other (juarier. Is the armory of heaven emptied ? Are 
the stores of divine vengeance exhausted ? Hear God's own words : 
*' Is not this laid up in store with me, and sealed up among my 
treasures ? To me belongeth vengeance and recompense ; their feet 
shall slide in due time ;^for the day of their calamity is at hand, 
and the things that come .upon them make haste." Deut. 32 : 34, 36. 
**He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing,, and was clad 
with zeal as a cloak. According to their deeds, accordingly he will 
repay fury to his adversaries, recompense to his enemies." Is. 59 : 
17, 18. The heart of the enlightened patriot trembles for his 
country when he reflects on the fearful results of a continuance to 
withhold from Christ the recognition of his royal rights. " Let the 
potsherd strive with the potsherds of the earth ; but woe to him 
that striveth with his Maker." 

There is nevertheless hope concerning us. God is infinitely 
gracious. He is ready to receive the returning and penitent. He 
has ever shown himself willing to forgive the sina of nations turn- 
ing from the evil of their \trays. The history of Israel abounds 
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with instances of this. Let then the American people, with a 
sense of mercies mieimp roved and warnings neglected, bow down 
before Emmanuel, and lay the sovereignty of this great nation at 
his feet. He waits to be gracious. He has granted a respite from 
the calamity of war. Let it be improved by speedy and ffenuine 
repentance and reformation. Let him have, the fflory belonging 
to him aa Prince of the kings of the earth. Place hirf name on the 
front of the Constitution as a declaration of the nation's allegiance 
to him ; and then he will bestow on us the innumerable and price- 
less blessings of his gracious administration. " With righteous- 
ness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity, for the meek of 
the earth. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his loins, and 
faithfulness the girdle 6f his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with 
the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the 
calf and the young lion, and the fatling together, and a Uttle child 
shall lead them ; and the cow and the bear will feed ; their young 
ones they shall lie down together ; and the lion shall eat straw 
like the ox. And the sucking child shaljl play on the hole of the 
asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice's den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mansion ; for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.*' 

** That people blessed is who be 
Id Euch a oase as this ; 
Yea, blessed all those people are 
Whose God Jbhovah is V* 
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LETTER FROM REV. J. BBATTIE.. 

Latakiyke, October 31, 1866. 

Dear Brethren — ^Ere this reaches you, you will, in. all human 
probability, have seen and conversed with Mr. Dodds, and have 
learned from him particulars in reference to the Mission, up to the 
time he left. He and family, in company with Mr. Morgan and 
family, a missionary of the American Board, occupying the near- 
est station to the north of us, set sail from Latakiyeh i^ the be- 
ginning of August last, at the close of our summer term, and juat 
after one of the most interesting events in all the past history of 
our mission — our first communion in Arabic. We had the pleasure 
of admitting five native brethren to our fellowship on that occa- 
sion, and while it was with no little hesitation and anxiety that we 
concluded to receive them, I am happy to say that their general 
deportment since the time of their public connection with us has 
been such on all occasions as to justify our action. May God add 
to this little number daily of such as he will have to be saved. The 
first news that reached us after the departure of our brethren for 
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the United States, was the melancholy tidings of brother Morgan's 
death. He died of typhus fever at Smyrna, on the 26th of Au- 
gust. He was not well when he sailed, and on that account left 
Syria with reluctance. The family spent their last w^eek previous 
to sailing at our house, and. though our acquaintance was thus 
short, we learned to esteem both Mr. and Mrs. M. very highly. 
Mr. Morgan was in many respects a rare man, and his death will 
create a void that will not easily be filled. How mysterious are 
the ways of Providence, that such a man should be taken away at 
such a time, when his usefulness, to human eyea^ seemed to be the 

Sreatest. May the God of the fatherless and widow care ten- 
erly for the afflicted family. 

In a letter addressed to Mr. Wylie, a short time ago, I mentioned, 
I think, our purpose of suspending the boarding school this win- 
ter, and of starting district schools, by way of experiment, in dif- 
ferent places among the Fellaheen. We have three in operation, 
containing an aggregate of twenty or more scholars — ten in the 
Bhamra school with Usuf Jedud, two in Meshareffy with Selim 
Solih. In Kanjara, where Salim Khalaffy is located, none have 
applied to be taught unless within the last two days. The children 
wish to learn, but the chiefs prevent them. The people are as yet 
in slavery, but this tyranny must have an end ; already it is be- 
ginning to yield ; the darkness of superstition, ignorance and bar- 
barism is disappearing before the light of a superior civilization. 
We see this not merely in the behavior of those who have for- 
saken their abomination's and come forth to the light, but in that 
secret dread which the Sheikhs have of schools, and the strenuous 
efforts which they everywhere make to oppose their establishment. 
In Kanjara, where we have experienced by far the greatest hostil- 
ity, a council of Sheikhs was convened to take action in the matter 
of our school there, in which the parents were prohibited from 
putting their children in the school, "For,** said an influential chief, 
who was there present from Antioch, ^^ I know these Protestants ; 
by means of their schools, they lead children on little by little, till 
they succeed in getting them wholly under their influence." In 
the light of such a declaration as this, we have reason to thank 
God and take courage : "For their rock is not as our rock, even our 
enemies themselves being judges. "^ They have come to know 
that the establishment of a Protestant school means not merely 
the imparting of instruction to a few scholars, but the general dif- 
fusion of light and knowledge by the wider circulation of the 
Scriptures with all their elevating and ennobling influences ; that 
they are centres from which radiate the beaming influences of 
truth and love, turning darkness to light on every side. Selim 
Solih; the teacher at Meshareffy, is peculiarly zealous in circulating 
the word of God. .Since opening his school he has disposed of a 
number of Testaments, &c., among the Fellaheen. I know not 
whether you have ever yet been made acquainted with this young 
man's history. He is not a Fellah, but a Greek Christian from this 
town. When we first came to Latakiyeh, he was among the first 
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who patronized our school, and the longer he was with ns; the 
more enlightened he heoame and the more strongly he became at- 
tached to the truth, till at length, amid much obloquy and persecu- 
tion, he had the Christian fortitude and boldness to make a pub- 
lic profession of the Protestant faith. He is modest and unassum- 
ing, and promises, if his life is spared, to be useful in the service 
of Christ. 

The school at Bhamra is in the mission building, which is now 
completed at a cost of some 8,000 piastres. I cannot speak defi- 
nitely, as some of the accounts have not as yet been presented to 
me. The work is well done, and with any kind of attention, the 
building will last for many, many years. Those who saw it when 
it was first built, and have seen it now since we have repaired it, 
say there is no comparison between its present and former condi- 
tion. The Dr. and I visited Bhamra from time to time as the work 
of repairing progressed ; last week, I went up alone, and spent a 
couple of nights and a day, and while there had the privilege of 
witnessing a Fellaheen wedding party, which I will briefly describe 
before closing this letter, for the sake of those who may feel inter- 
ested in the manners and customs of this rude people. 

The party reached Bhamra about 2 P. M., composed of the peo- 
ple of the village and neighborhood, men, women and children, 
uniting their utmost energies to honor the occasion. The men, 
with knives, pistols and short swords crammed into their girdles, in 
true Fellaheen style, were carrying guns, which they freely used, 
while the women and children, meagerly clad, were clapping hands 
and periodically ^ving vent to wailing shouts, the universal ac- 
companiment of joy on such occasions. In the midst of this rude 
and promiscuous cortege was the bride, seated on a gray mare, not 
sideways as ladies sometimes vulgarly ride, but gracefully astride, 
with a veil drawn closely around, concealing not only tne entire 
person, but also so completely disguising the form as to make it 
impossible for the stranger to know whether the rider was male or 
female, except by the yellow slippers tightly wedged in the stirrups 
of the saddle at each side of the animal — the unmistakable evi- 
dence that the occupant of that conspicuous position was of the 
gentler sex. As they entered the yard of the Mission premises, 
the workmen on the mission building, and others present who had 
not accompanied the bridegroom for his betrothed, ascended to the 
roof of their intended dwelling (an old room formerly used by Mr. 
Lyde for a kitchen), and with long rods in hand arranged them- 
selves, in accordance with one of their marriage customs, above 
the doorway, to prevent the bride from entering. The friends of 
the bridegroom confronted by such resistance, immediately rushed 
forward with the greatest apparent determination, and seizing like 
weapons, assailed their opponents with great energy, and for a pe- 
riod of four or five minutes the combatants on both sides seemed 
so equally matched and sanguine that it Was impossible to make a 
conjecture how the uncertain confiict would terminate. The ones 
on the roof, however, as is always the case, were soon put to the 
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worse and snrrendered. Then followed a great deal of loud talk, 
rehearsal of exploits, boasting, &e., when the subject of so much 
excitement and rude gallantry was removed from the saddle and 
slowly conducted by some female attendants into her new home, 
pot, however, without, in compliance with another custom, receiv- 
ing some striking intimations over her back and shoulders on enter- 
ing, from the whips of those who stood above the doorway, that 
henceforth she was to be duly subordinate to her husband, which 
in the Ainsairiyeh sense is absolute slavery. She brought a piece 
of leaven with her, which she stuck to the ceiling as she entered 
the doorway, indicative of future prosperity and plenty. A short 
interval now ensued, during which time a hassery or mat was 
spread on the ground in front of the door, for the reception of the 
bride, who soon appeared, took her seat on it, and had her veil re- 
moved. The females then gathered around her in a circle, a hand- 
kerchief was laid on the mat before her, and another of their sin- 
gular customs illustrated, viz. the presenting of ^fts to the bride- 
groom. A crier was appointed to receive the offerings, proclaim 
publicly the amount and the name of the donor. When a sum of 
money or article of clothing was presented, it was received by the 
person appointed, who placed it on the handkerchief in front of 
the bride, and then called out with a loud voice, Shabash (thanks^, 
such a one (naming him) has given so and so (whatever it was), 
and then the women and children united in loud acclamations and 
clapping of hands. The amount collected in the course of an hour 
was the enormous sum of fifty piastres or two dollars in gold, de- 
signed to aid the bridegroom in defraying the expenses of the mar- 
riage supper, of which the guests were now invited to partake. 
They were seated face to face oa the CTOund in two rows to the 
number of forty or fifty persons, including men, women and chil- 
dren, and down between them was passed earthen and wooden bowls 
of various sizes, holding from a quart to a peck each, filled with 
bar^hal, a kind of hominy made from wheat, and cooked in oil. 
£acn vessel was designed to accommodate from two to four per- 
sons, according^ to the size, and as each lordly dish reached its 
honored place aKiong the guests, the allotted number for whom it 
was intended, knifeless, forkless and apoonless, would plunge un- 
bidden into the smoking contents with their bare and dirty hands, 
with all the greediness of brutes. I am sure it would be no ex- 
aggeration to say that I have frequently seen an equal number of 
swine feeding with as much dignity as I saw those forty or fifty 
human beings partaking of their rude fare that night. After the 
eating had progressed for a time, it was discovered that the allow- 
ance would be limited, though a bushel and a half had been pre- 
pared. The matter occasioned some excitement and talk, the 
friends of the groom declaring that snore were eating than had 
paid. This little cloud passed by and soon all was quiet again,, 
when suddenly another storm of excitement burst forth, much 
fiercer than the former — breaking out in another quarter— among 
the guests themselves, who for some reason seemed to feel insulted, 
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some saying it was a disgrace, and others that it was wicked, at 
the same time rising indignantly from their seats on the ground. 
It was evident to a silent looker on that the feeling displayed 
could not originate without some real or supposed cause. So I in- 
quired and learned that a few of the more sensitive and refined in 
taste detected — I know not how, but by flavor I presume — the pre- 
sence of something in the pot that ouffht not to be there, and those 
whose noses savored very acutely had vUO more manners than to 
charge it to the hens. Whether the report had any foundation or 
not, I cannot truly say, probably it had; at any rate it caused a 
ffreat deal of loud talk, and an angry termination of the barbarous 
drama. Thus passed and ended what 'I saw of this strange mar- 
riage festival, and' as I viewed the disgusting picture from the ele- 
vation on which I stood, and asked myself the question, what 
makes me to differ from them ? I realized, as I never did before, 
the blessings of a Christian civilization and the importance of earn- 
est and unwearied effort on behalf of this miserable people. 

The cholera still prevails in some places, but its force is chiefly 
spent. It has performed its mission and gone, and its fruit seems 
only to be the thousands of dead that have fallen under its sway. 
The living instead of being impressed, have apparently been harden- 
ed by the scourge. Latakiyeh, I may say, has been almost miracu- 
lously preserved. We have had no cholera here at all, while in all 
other places along the sea-board it has at different times appeared. 
God has wonderfully interposed in our behalf and been our refuge 
in times of need. Mrs. B. and all unite in affectionate salutations 
to your respective fkmilies. 

^ Ever yours, in the gospel, 

On behalf of the Mission, J. Bbattib. 



THE WiSniNGTON MISSION. 

Many of your readers no doubt desire to hear something of the 
condition and prospects of the Washington Mission. I should 
have written at an earlier day, but not feeling it right to leave my 
former charge without clear evidence of a call to this field of la- 
bor, I did not, at once, fully accept the appointment ; but at the 
suggestion of the Board, came and labored during part of the sum- 
mer; so that it is now only about six weeks since i removed, with 
my family, to this city. We are, therefore, only entering upon 
our work ; but have already found that the field is large, the har- 
vest great, while the laborers are indeed few. It is earnestly hoped 
that in answer to prayer, and by means of the liberality and zeal 
of the church, many may be added to their number. 

Washington, at present, affords a most interesting field for 
Christian enterprise. Under the old rule, it was a moral and spir- 
itual waste — impiety, irreligion, profanity everywhere abounding. 
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There are numerons and unmistakable eiens of a new era. The 
evangelical churches without exception begin to give tokens of 
quickened vitality and aggressive power, ifewspaper correspond- 
ents, observing these signs, shrewdly remark that " Satan is not to 
have it all his own way even in Washington." 

However great the need and wide the field for missionary labor, 
this is not the place in which a Mission can be sustained without 
liberality on the part of the people, and strict economy in its man- 
agement. To set before the church, in a few words, the simple 
facts of the case, allow me to quote from an article which appeared 
in this morning's Chronicle. It is a brief statement of indisputable 
facts, and is only a specimen of what appears in the city papers al- 
most daily : 

^^HiGH Pricis. — ^We are ooDstaotly receiving oommunioatioDS in regard 
to the high prices of living in this city, and Tarioos are the expedients which 
our correspondents suggest as remedies for the evil. That it is an evil we are 
all daily made to feel, for it is a fact generally recognized, that fewer of the 
necessaries, comforts, conveniences or luxuries of life can be obtained for a 
given amount of 'money on Washington than in any other city in the Union. 
Provisions of every kind are abnormally high, the supply of marketing inad- 
eeuate and inferior in quality, and Jiottse rents are simpli/ endrmous." 

To avoid the payment of rents " simply enormous," as w^l as to 
give stability to the whole enterprise, the Board of Missions, after 
receiving the requisite encouraffement from liberal minded friends 
of this Mission (chiefly in the three cities, Pittsburgh, New York 
and Philadelphia), resolved to build a mission house, and sent one 
of their number, who selected a lot and made a contract for a 
house, which is now well on toward completion, and will be ready 
in a few weeks. The chief peculiarity of this house is not so 
much that it belongs to the Synod of the Reformsd Presbyterian 
Church as that it is built by *' colored Virginians^' who, during the 
vicissitudes of the war, judged it to be for their personal interest to 
take up their abode in thq national qapital. 

The building used for school-room and church was constructed 
upon the most economical plan. Its walls consist of rough boards 
standing upright, white- washed inside and out. Floor quite open 
— ;-the spaces between the boards in many places an inch in width ; 
besides these numerous "knot holes " (which in summer might be 
esteemed an admirable svstem of ventilation). The roof consists 
of boards covered with Siting, or thick paper, upon which a coat- 
ing of tar or pitch is spread, with a sprinkling of sand or gravel — 
a kind of roof surprisingly common m this city. In the heat of 
summer the pitch melts and drops through upon the floor, seats . 
and pulpit alike. In all seasons the rain drenches the house in 
nearly every parf, so as to render anything deserving the name of 
school, for the time being, impossible. t)f course, it required a 
great amount of fuel to keep this building warm during win- 
ter. It must be remembered that the building just described was at 
once school-house, church, coal-house and luriiber-room ; that it 
was destitute of desks, recitation rooms — indeed of school furniture . 
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of any kind, except long benches, which had lo be frequently nailed 
to the flpor, many of them so perforated with frequent nailings as 
to render it almost useless to attempt to fasten them. It was not 
merely difficulty it was impossible to conduct a school of two hun- 
dred scholars properly with no better facilities. It is in no spirit of 
complaint that I mention these things. Great credit is due to 
those who, at so little cost, erected a building which has served so 
good a purpose ; and certainly very great credit is due to those who, 
under disadvantages so great, have, through summer and winter, 
succeeded in maintaining a school. Some improvements seemed 
almost indispensable to the success of the school and the Mission. 
Yet it was not judged best to expend much upon a building so 
frail and temporary. I am happy to be able to say that on appli- 
cation to the Freedmen's Bureau, important aia has beeen af- 
forded us, by which, at very little cost, we have been able to fit up 
two school- rooms, one ot which is furnished with desks for 
fifty scholars, the other with fifty chairs for smaller scholars. These 
improvements, trifling as they may seem, have been a source of 
satisfaction and encouragement to all connected with the Mission. 

The day school is always as large as it is judged best to make it. 
On the third day after the opening of the school there were two 
hundred and twenty-five scholars. On the fourth day it was 
found necessary to send away about seventy-five. The teachers 
now employed can, with the present facilities aflforded, conduct a 
school of about two hundred scholars. Strenuous efforts have been 
made to introduce something of order and discipline in the school. 
Much remains to be done in this line. 

We have night school, for adults, twice a week. This is one of 
the most interesting and encouraging parts of our work. To meet 
with hard-working and honest men and women hitherto forbidden 
to learn the very letters of the alphabet ; to witness the intense 
earnestness with which they strive to learn ; the unaffected pleas- 
ure they manifest upon making the least progress ; to observe the 
deep and hearty gratitude they feel toward all who aid them 
in their endeavors to advance m knowledge, is an ample re- 
ward for the time and toil expended in the night school. Occa- 
sionally, and without the least design upon the part of any one 
concerned, we are presented with sights or scenes deeply affect- 
ing and never to be forgotten. Not many nights ago my atten- 
tion was called to one of these. In a distant piart of our large 
school-room stood a middle-aged woman, holding her primer up 
into the full glare of the suspended lamp, while every feature of 
her countenance bespoke the intense- desire and earnest determin- 
ation of a resolute spirit to break forth from the dark prison-house 
of ignorance. She seemed the very impersonation of all Ethiopia 
stretching toward the light. 

At the close of the night school all rise and sing with strong 
voice a few verses of a Psalm. It is the uniform testimony of aU 
teachers I have met with, that they are always cheered and en- 
couraged at the niglit school. 
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Tbe Sabbath sebool is well attended. The elates are nearly aU 
ways mach larger than, in ordinary Sabbath schoolg. In the man*^ 
ner of conducting it, in the deportment and progress of the pupils, 
it differs so slightly from Sabbath schools of white children in our 
churches at home as to render minute description unnecessary. 
Immediately after Sabbath school we have public worship, which 
i8 conducted very much as is usual in our churches, and which is 
attended with very commendable decorum and propriety. I was 
much pleased to find that an audience consisting of colored peo- 
ple, and the majority of these children, is quite as attentive as a like 
audience consisting of white persons. In all out meetings ^except 
tbe night school and some special meetings) the children are largely 
in the majority. Some of the old folks seem conscious of an inca- 
pacity to keep pace with the younger people, or to enter fully into 
the spitit of the new times. They continue to think of themselves 
as poor, good-for-nothing colored folks. I am happy to be able to 
say tliat this class is not very numerous, and many of these only 
need a little sympathy and encouragement to make theniy like 
others, hopeful and aspiring. 

We have prayer meeting at 4 o'clock in the afternoon of Sab- 
bath. It is also our happiness to have the privilege of attending 
prater meeting, or rather "society/* every Wednesday evening, in 
which some eight or nine members of the Ref. Pres. Church, with 
two or three members of the U. P. Church, unite in singing the 
same Psalms with which Covenanters for centuries have been wont 
to cheer their footsteps. * 

There has been comparatively little suffering or destitution 
among the colored people during the past summer. But it would 
be a sad mistake to suppose that they will no longer need the con- 
tributions of the charitable. In summer scanty clothing, imperfect 
shelter, and even a limited supply of food, may be endured v/ithout 
serious consequences. In summer work is usually abundant and 
wages good. The first fortnight of severe winter sadly changes 
this state of things. There will be need — ^there is need for the con- 
tinuation of the liberal contributions of benevolent friends of the 
freed people, and it is earnestly hoped that this need will be anti- | 
cipated, and that the benevolent friends of the freed people will 
not wait till we are constrained to report to them cases of extreme 
and heart-rending destitution and misery. Friends, if you wait 
till the suftering begins — till the report of it reaches you — till or- 
ganizations can be made, committees appointed, &c., the result 
will be, that your "warm clothing," your "substantial comforts," 
will reach us too late to bring down upon you the blessings of 
such as were ready to perish. Bed clothes and warm clothing of 
all kinds will be greatly needed. Suitable clothing for children is 
not only necessary to enable them to attend our day and Sabbath 
schools, but in very many cases to prevent absolute suffering. 

It is impossible, in a brief article, to gi\fe more than the merest 
hints respecting the nature and extent of the work among the 
Froedmen, I feel daily a deeper sense of the importance, the re- 
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sponsibility and the difficulty of the work to which 1 have Ijeen 
called. Desiring to rely solely upon the presence and grace of 
Jesus Christ, I none the less earnestly desire the sympathy and 
prayers of brethren throughout the church. 

J. M. Armour. 
Boxes, packages or contributions of any kind for the freed peo- 
ple, should be sent by express, addressed simply, "J. M. Armour, 
Washington, D, C.^' 



EDITORUI CORRESPONDENCE.— LETTER T. 

^BeforB attempting a hasty view of France and Switzerland, 
•to which I made a brief visit, I return to the presentation of some 
matters of interest in the British churches, viz.: their theological 
institutions and their leading workers, beginning with Ireland, 
as before. Our sister church in that country has had a theological 
seminary since the decease of the lamented Dr. Andrew Syming- 
ton, of Paisley. They had previously sent their students to him, 
knowing at the same time that the influence of the surroundings 
there was not, for years back, very favorable for their stability 
in their profession. They have two professors. Dr. Houston and 
Rev. Thos. Dick, and the seminary sits for two months, August 
and September. The course is five years. Their laws require 
that students should have finished their undergraduate curriculum 
before entering the seminary ; but, in fact, there is a part of the 
college course that runs parallel with the theological. There is, 
besides, an intersessional list of studies prescribed, and carefully 
looked after ; also some prizes for certain special performances. 
I found a very general desire among the ministers for an extension 
of the time of the sessions of the seminary to at least five months. 
It will probably be effected, as it is undoubtedly highly desirable. 
Dr. H. having visited this country, is quite well known per- 
sonally to our readers, as he is in other respects by his writings. 
Mr. Dick is, physically, rather a marked contrast to his coadjutor. 
lie is large, over six feet, I judge, and full in flesh, having jast 
made an escape from being corpulent ; about sixty-five, perhaps a 
little over, but without a wrinkle ; his countenance smooth and 
placid, furnishing an inadequate index to the state of feeling with- 
in. Mr.D. has been and is still a great miscellaneous- reader, and 
amid the labors of a pastoral charge — Kellswater — has succeeded 
in amassing a vast amount of information on all important topics 
bearing upon his calling. As a speaker, he is distinguished for 
clearness of thought and expression, for masterly analysis of his 
subject, for apt and powerful argumentation. As a reasoner, he 
has few equals. He is quick to discern the weak point of an op- 
ponent's argument, and, If pushed to it, can bear down upon an 
antagonist with an overwhelming rush of the most scathing sarcasm. 
He overflows with humor. He speaks quick; there is no out- 
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gtish, no declamation or flights : all is solid matter, in the pulpit^ 
or in the lecture-room, or in the church court; delivered with all 
the impressiveness of profound conviction, perspicuous statement, 
and convincing reasoning. His chair is I)idactic and Polemic 
Theology, 

The numher of students was, I think, eleven the* last sessions, 
including one from Scotland. 

The General Assembly has two theological institutions, one, of 
long standing, in Belfast, another, just estaolished, in Londonderry^. 
Both have the requisite buildings, and are endowed. The one m 
Derry is not only a theological college (they are all " colleges *' in 
Britain ; not even the theological schools are " seminanes," as 
with us), but a complete literary and scientific institution also, and 
has rather a singular history. Seventeen years ago, when I first 
visited this country, the Assembly had received a legacy of $100,000 
from a person named M*Gee, K>r such an institution. Trouble 
arose regarding it, and only now has it been set a-going. The 
Assembly chose seven professors, who entered upon their work 
last fall. Dr. Richard Dill, of Ballvmena, is professor of Theo- 
logy — very capable, as are all his colleagues, as far as I could judge 
from testimonials in their favor. I could not learn, however, 
on what grounds such an institution was supposed to be neces- 
sary, or where it would get its students. At Belfast is the 
Queen's College, under Presbyterian management, which fur- 
nishes a very complete course, literary and scientific, under the 
most capable teachers, and for little expense to the pupil ; and the 
theological " college," with Drs. Cooke, Edgar, Gibson, and 
Porter to conduct its exercises. It seemed to me that this waa 
enough, and that the Derry institution was really not wanted. 
Thev thought dififerently, and, of course, I have no more to say* 

Tne theological course in both is six months in the year, and, 
I think, but three years — possibly four, and ought to produce good 
preachers. The number of students I have not learned, 

\ have mentioned Dr. Cooke. He is the same Henry Cooke who 
80 long occupied the foremost place among the ministers of Ireland ; 
who fought so gallantly the battle of Trinitarian orthodoxy 
against me Unitarians, who had gained a fast hold in the Synod 
of Ulster, some tYnrtf odd years ago, having sowed their tares 
"while men slept.'* Mr. Montgomery, his accomplished and able 
opponent, the leader of the Unitarians, also survives. Dr. C. dis- 
tinguished himself by his opposition to the Papists, and partiou- 
lariy to O'Connell's movendent. In the Assembly, he, and a few 
others of similar views, long held almost, if not quite, undisputed 
sway. In those days, he was a prompt and energetic leader— in- 
telligent, vigilant, daring, and possessed of precisely that kind of 
otatory which takes with large assemblies. He is ^low failing, 
His voice is feleble; he has lost his intensi^ of mind. Neither 
physically, nor mentally, is he now adapted tor the leadership. 
Still, he i& always in his place in the AsseBably, takes part in 
every matter of importance, manifests as great' clearness in judg- 
2 
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tnent as ever, when he speaks, is listened to with great respect, 
and would be much missed if taken away. He is " stated supply "* 
in the conffreeation of which he was long pastor, and actually per- 
forms all the duties of a pastor, preaches two sermons on Sabbath, 
attends all other meetings, visits the sick, and besides, answers as 
readily as ever calls that are made upon him, to preach else- 
where, even in England, and in the session fills his cnair as pro- 
fessor in the seminary. This is a sreat amount of work for a man 
who is about /oi^r-^core years old. He is determined not to riLsi out. 
Dr. C. is a conservative in politics — has long been ; and an Irish 
conservative is one who not only votes against the party of " pro- 
gress," but who sympathizes strongly with the Established Church 
there — ^would not like to see it torn down, or even crippled. Until 
of late, the majority of ,the Irish Presbyterians have been con- 
servatives — driven to this position by the political aflinity between 
the papists and the liberals. Now, it is not so to the same extent. 
The younger class of ministers incline to liberalism, and they 
are in the majority in the Assembly. . Hence, the influence of Dr. 
C is not nearly so great as it was. Still, he is highly respected. 
I may add, that he is, in the best sense of the word, a " gentleman." 
His character is mellowed by age and large experience. When he 
rises in the Assembly, it is generally to throw in some remark, 
deeply imbued with a practically religious spirit, to quote and apply 
some text of Scripture, or to give out some of the results of his 
ripe and rich experience. He took a deep interest in our mission. 
I spent some hours in his company at his own house, and will re- 
collect them with interest. I>r. C. is far from being a common 
man, and he has had a more stirring history than usually falls 
to the lot of ministers of the gospel. 

Dr. Edgar was formerly a minister of the Secession Church, 
but entered the Presbyterian with that body about a generation 
since. He exercises a very large influence. He is particularly 
active on the subject of missions. I found that on this, in its 
home aspect especially, he is regarded as the leader. He has been 
very active also on the question of temperance, and was a fast and 
outspoken friend of the North during our war, as most of those 
who have visited our country. Unfortunately, I did not meet 
him. He was absent from the Assembly, through sickness. 
He is one of the pillars of the church in Ireland. 

Rev» Jdhn Rogers, of Comber, is a notable man. He is a lead- 
er among the party of progress (political) in this church ; is very 
active in the political arena, and is, of course, hated very heartily 
by the conservative party. He was moderator of the Assembly in 
1863 and 1864 — a very unusual circumstance, unprecedented, I 
believe. His second election, I was told, was owing to the fact 
that the old leaders, partly as such, and partly as conservatives, 
refused, in 1863, to accord him the respect due to his office. It 
felt to his lot, as chairman of a committee, to transact with the 
Government in reference to three things^-Hthe increase of jRegium 

* Professors cannot be pastors in this bed/. 
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Domtm, the appointment of chaplains from the Irish Assembly to 
the army in India, and to stations at home. Mr. Rogers did not 
gain any additional reputation in connection with this appoint- 
ment. No increase of the Donum was given. On the contrary, 
Lord Palmerston intimated that the current was now running in the 
opposite direction, a hint that they might be satisfied if they 
retained what they had already gotten. As to chaplains for India, 
the committee assented to an arrangement by which the name of 
any minister nominated by the church in Ireland should be sub- 
mitted for approval to the Established (!) Presbytery of Edinburgh. 
This brought down a storm of indignation when it came before 
the Assembly. Dr. Cooke was most earnest against it — unexpect- 
edly so, I think ; for he has long been regarded as too yielding 
where Q-overnment and its religious Establishments are. concerned. 
It was defeated; and as to Regium Donunij while there, was no- 
formal opposition arrayed against it, there is a party beginning to 
rise of thatsort, and I had the pleasure of hearing a speech by 
Rev. Mr. Berkeley, of Lurgan, as outspoken a^inst its continu- 
ance as could be well uttered at present. Evidently, he did not 
stand alone. 

Mr. Rogers was ready to give* all the help he could in promoting 
the ends of our mission. He was to have introduced me to the 
Assembly ; but unhappily, a Liberal mass meeting was held this 
evening — it was in the midst of the canvass for members of Par- 
ment — ^which he thought it his duty to attend, and thus he was 
absent. His place was, however, admirably supplied by Rev. Mr. 
Russellj of Strabane, who exerted himself and secured me a 
place on the platform, where I advocated as well as I could, under 
the circumstances, the cause of the Freedmen. Mr. Rogers is 
about fifty years of age — kind, hospitable, aflfable ; industrious and 
earnest. 

Our readers are aware that the year 1859 was marked by a won- 
derful reason of excitement on religious subjects in Ireland, ex- 
tending partially into Scotland. Prof. Gibson had visited this 
country in 1857-8, and upon his return had published an account, 
not altogether, I presume, an unvarnished one, of the religious 
stir that had arisen in some places that year. Noonday prayer 
meetings, or something similar, only a great deal '^more so," 
broke out in Ireland ; not a mere religious interest, but a singular 
movement, marked by "prostrations," " fallings," and swoonings, 
— the subject of them lying occasionally for days, apparently un- 
consciously. It ran like wildfire. Was this an effusion of the Holy 
Ghost ? A great Work of God's gracious power? This was the 
questioti before the Christian community, and various answers 
were returned. Many — the majority of the Presbyterians — took 
the affirmative, some doubted, others replied in the negative — 
that it was a physical disease, so far aa the " prostrations " were 
concerned at least, a well known nervous affection. I am safe in 
saying that, the promoters of this movement did not find their ex- 
pectations fulfilled in the result; converts did not hold out, the 
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period of intense excitement was soon replaced by ereat coldness 
in many instances, and to a very limited extent could any " fruit " 
be found where there had been so much promise. Still, many of 
them yet claim, that good has resulted, that there is more life and 
earn esto ess among the ministry, and, upon the whole, more of a 
devout and working spirit in the church. 

The subject was up before the Assembly, particularly in two in- 
terlocutory morning meetings. I was informed, that while the 
above view was generally held, not one undertook the defense of 
the " prostrations ;'' and, certainly, if any considerable propor- 
tion of the statements that I heard from eye and ear-witnesses re- 
garding the scenes that then took place in promiscuous meetings 
of the sexes, in the open air at times, and after nightfall, were 
true, it is hard to conceive how anybody ever could have imagined 
such things to be the work of the Holy Ghost 

Besides the interlocutory consideration of this matter, it made 
its appearance in the report on th^ state of religion, which, admit- 
ting that the present was a season of coldness and declension, in- 
dorsed the year 1859 as a "Year of Grace. " In the discussion 
that ensued — it was an evening meeting and a large audience pre- 
sent — the remark was made with great emphasis, that those who 
disputed this " were of ambitious aspirations or infidel tendencies," 
There is in Belfast a pastor. Rev. Isaac Nelson, who all along de- 
nied that the scenes of 1859 were a genuine ** Revival." He was 
outspoken. He resorted to the press, published largely on the sub- 
ject, and made himself felt and feared. He was, "at the moment, 
standing directly before the platform and looking up into the eyes 
of the speaker. As soon as an opening occurred he stepped on thq 
platform, evidently greatly roused, and for half an hour poured 
out the most vehement and impassioned address I ever listened to. 
It was altogether a scene to be remembered ; an excited audience,* 
a speaker boiling over with the most intense feeling, the frequent 
plaudits of his hearers, the importance of the subject, presented a 
combination of circumstances calculated to rouse the passions of 
the auditors, not often paralleled. The climax was reached when 
Mr. N". closed by saying — aUnost by shouting : " I am prepared to 
prove that that year which has been proclaimed as Ireland's " Year 
of Gfrace/' is, so far as Presbyterianism is concerned, " the year of 
Ireland's disoraoh." 

I think we shall not hear much more of the *^ Revival of 
1859." 

There are others, ministers particularly, With whom I became 
acquainted in Belfast, while prosecuting the object of our mission, 
endeavoring to enMst their influence in our favor, of whom I would 

fladly speak if there were room : as the aged Dr. Morgan, Dr. 
[nox, the Secretaries of the Home Misaicm Department, Messrs. 
Bellas and Spear, and Mr.Hanna. I focmd them all ready to sym- 
pathize with our object ; most of them pnttheir names totl^ oircular^ 
which we issued, but which, for various reasons^ did not, I regret to* 
savi bring large pecuniary retumns; not at« all in proportion to ther 
*'*Dor spent in getting it up. 
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I shall now leave Ireland. Not that I have exhausted my obser- 
vations there, but it is necessary to hasten. A good deal lies be- 
fore me still. I was in Ireland about five weeks, from June 24th, 
engaged most of .the time as diligently as my health allowed in en- 
listing as many as I could in favor of the effort we proposed on be- 
half of the freedmen, laboring alone for three weeks and more; 
subsequently in connection with Messrs. Wylie and Milligan, who 
arrived about the middle of July. 

The Free Church of Scotland has three Theological Seminaries 
— colleges they call them ; one at Edinburgh, with one hundred 
and twenty students ; one in Glasgow, with eightv ; one at St An- 
drew's, with forty ; two hundred and forty in all last year. The 
coarse of study in all these is the same, and differs, little from that 
pursued in our own Seminary. The time occupied is four sessions, 
of between five and six months each, opening November Ist, and 
ending in the April following. These are all provided with able 
professors, and with the appliances which such institutions require 
for effective working. The Scotch know how to do such things, and, 
canny as they are, will never attempt to save where saving would 
involve ultimate greater loss, and loss of things more valuable than 
money. I know little of the details of these "colleges," except 
of that in Glasgow. The buildings there are conspicuous and 
sightly ; they are in the west end, on an elevated knoll, having 
three square towers visible from every quarter except the east. The 
staff of professors is complete. Dr. Patrick Fairbairn is President, 
and certainly none could be found better qualified for the post: He 
is widely and most favorably known by his works on the Typolo- 
gy of Scriptures, on Hermeneutics, on Typical Forms, and by his 
Imperial Bible Dictionary; the last yet incomplete, but rapidly 
progressing under his diligent hand and care. Dr. F. is a fine spe- 
cimen of a man. His age is near sixty. Fully six feet in height, 
robust, active in his movements, he presents none of the physical 
marks of the close student and almost unceasing writer. And 
vet, he is both. He is as accessible as a fully worked professor 
and publisher ought to be — very friendly and sufficiently commu- 
nicative, ready to every good woric. He impresses even the occa- 
. sional visitor — ^he did me — as a man in whom there is a vast re- 
served fund — that he is greater than any or all of his works. He 
professed himitelf highly pleased with the purpose to educate 
chosen colored youth, and, while regretting that the season was 
not favorable, and our time too short, assured me that large funds 
could be secured by a suitable agent who would spend the winter 
in Scotland. 

Professors Dr. Burns and Dr. Gibson I did not see. The latter 
was absent, and the toilsomeness of a long city journey in exces- 
sively hot weather, prevented me, in the midst of visits to other 
ministers, from seeing the jformer. Dr. G., however, I heard much 
of. He is one of the strictest and oldest fashioned of the Glasgow 
Free Church men. He is opposed, tor example, to the projected 
union with the U. Ps. The principal ground of his opposition is 
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a fear that they are not thoroughly orthodox on the doctrine of the 
atonement. A few years ago— a little more than twenty — Rev. 
Mr. Morrison, a IT. P. minister, taught doctrines almost identical 
with the New Haven theology, as it was formerly called in this 
country— or pew Hopkinsianism — the same that caused a division 
in the rresbyterian Church in 1887. He was taken to task, and 
left the body and made a new denomination, which has so grown 
that in many towns in the west, especially, as well as in the larger 
cities, there are churches of this sect, it is feared by some that 
the leaven was not all purged out, and the more, because subse- 
quently the late Dr. Brown and Dr. Balmer were also subjected to 
trial on the charge of error. They were acquitted. Some say 
wrongfully. In consequence of this state of facts, one of the mem- 
bers of the committee of the Free Church on the union, proposed 
to call out a distinct statement of the present views of tne \J. P.' 
Church in their own language. The committee declined to ask 
them to do this, and the Assembly sustained the committee. The 

fentleman I allude to left the committee ; would have nothing to 
o further with the union negotiation, and has published a pamph- 
let explaining his course and his views. Prof. Gibson aids him. 
In fact, he would not be difficult to form him into a Covenanter, 
and a good deal better one than some that still claim the name in 
Scotland. 

The fourth professor is Rev. Mr. Douglas, who has the chair of 
Oriental Literature. He is, comparatively, a young man ; not far 
from^ thirty-five. I found him a most genial, cordial and confiding 

fentleman. He entered at once, and earnestly into our plan ; in- 
eed identifyinff himself with it as far as he could. Gave his name, 
as did Dr. Pairbaim, to our circular, and in every way possible 
showed himself most friendly. I regretted much that I had not 
leisure to see more of him, and that, when I might have spent a 
little time with him, I did not find him at home. For the Free 
Church professors have no pastoral charges, and it was difficult to 
find theifi in the month of August ; as in fact, it was even the 
same with the pastors, for it was their vacation, and, hence, two 
or three calls might be made without ever finding them in. 

I called upon others of thlis church, as Rev. Andrew A. Bonar, 
the biographer of M'Cheyne; Drs. Henderson and Sommerville; 
Rev. Mr. Lorimer, the author of a work on the Deaconship, and a 
History of the Reformed French Church, a man about sixty, as 
lively and mirthful as if he were forty years younger. Rev. Marcus 
Dods, a young man, settled but one year in Glasgow, but already 
one of the most active and influential of their younger clergymen. 
I enjoyed his society exceedingly. Well informed on all points of 
religious and public interest, syfnpathizing fully with us as'ftgainst 
the South, and entering earnestly into the scheme we have in 
hand, I spent a very pleasant hour with Mr. Dods, and am sorry 
to say that I had not time to see more of him. Of course, I got his 
name, as I did those of the other gentlemen I have named, except 
Mr. Lorimer's, whom I did not se.e until after our circular had 
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been issued ; but who, when the meeting was held of which I 
shall hereafter write, showed himself to he one of our firmest 
friends. 

If those whom I met with are specimens of the ministers of the 
Free Church, they have no reason to fear a comparison, in this 
quarter, with any other church. 

I must reserve what relates to the U. P., and the Establishment 
and our own church, to another occasion. J. M. W. 



ALBIA NBW 0B6ANIZATI0N. 

It may be of interest to Reformed Presbyterians to know that 
another congregation has been added to the number already or- 
ganized in the West. The new organization is in the young and 
promising State of Iowa, and desires to be known as the Albia 
Congregation. This is the ninth now formed within this State. 

Albia is the county-seat of Monroe county, about one hundred 
miles west of Burlington, and about forty from the Missouri line. 
The Burlington and Missouri River R. R. when completed is to 
|)ass through this place. The cars now run to Ottumwa in the ad- 
joining county, and workmen are now busy grading and prepar- 
ing to lay the track the coming summer, fi is expected before 
another winter it will run to p,nd probably beyond this place. The 
Des Moines Valley R. R. — the eastern terminus of which is at 
Keokuk on the Mississippi river — passes through Eddy ville, which 
is about fifteen miles north-east of this place. The majority of 
the members of the congregation live between Albia and Eddy- 
ville, about five miles from the former place. 

The prairie land is rich and generally rolling ; adapted both to 
cultivation and grazing. The county contains the average amount 
of timber and a considerable quantity of coal. ^ » 

Many object to moving to newly organized congregations, be- 
cause for a time they are usually deprived of ordinances regularly 
administered. Here there is no such difficulty. Rev. James Love 
has been laboring in this place the greater part of the time for 
more than one year, and the congregation has made an unanimous 
call on him to become their pastor. 

Thus with a location havmg so many advantages, and withal 
the prospect of a speedy settlement of a pastor among them, there 
is no reason why Albia congregation shall not, with the favor of 
Q-od, soon take a prominent position among the congregations of 
the West. 

Those .desiring further information with a view to removal, can 
obtain it by addressing Rev. J. Love, or Mr. Thomas Huston, Half- 
Way Prairie, Monroe Co., Iowa, or Mr. William Chisholm, Albia, 
Iowa. Those desiring to visit the place should first go po Eddy- 
ville, which they can reach either from Burlington or Keokuk by 
rail, thence they can proceed by stage. D. 
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ST. LOUIS— ITS ABTANTA6E8. 

This city affords at present strong inducements to mechanice 
and artisans of all trades. There is not a great demand for un- 
skilled laborers ; so many of that class have returned from the 
war that the demand is fully supplied. There is a brisk demand 
for teams, and a man owning and driving his own team finds ready 
employment at from J5.00 to J6.00 per day ; but the greatest de- 
mand is for carpenters, masons, bricklayers and painters, and all 
tradesmen in the useful arts. Carpenters have received from $3.00 
to $5.00 per day, bricklayers from $4.00 to $6.00, painters from 
$3.50 to $4.00 per day this fall, and scarce at that. Young men 
who can just live on their wages in eastern cities, would consult 
their interest in coming to a city that will eventually, in the judg- 
ment of shrewd observers, be the great inland metropolis of the 
United States. 

Its unparalleled inland navi^tion, its present and prospective 
railway connections, the agricultural, commercral and mineral 
wealth of the territories of which it is the natural business centre, 
all insure its prosperity. The great broad-gauge Atlantic and Mis- 
sissippi R.R. line, that was the object of the recent visit of Sir M. 
Peto and party to this country, runs direct from New York to St. 
Louis, where it connects with the great Pacific R. R. now running 
to Lawrence, Kansas, and being rapidly extended toward Colora-; 
do. A prejudice prevails against the "VVest on the score of health ;' 
this is unfortunate as far as respects St. Louis ; its site is high and 
easily drained, and its water, though discolored by the sediment of 
the Missouri, is very healthy. The population is about 180,000, 
and the mortality of this city will compare favorably with cities on 
the sea-board. In respect to religion, the condition of the people 
of St. Louis is very bad ; there is a vast number of Catholics and 
more of no religion at all. There are, however, churches of the vari- 
ous evangelical bodies, and a good deal of activity among them ; 
and what is more to the purpose, there is an JS. P. congregation 
that has struggled many years for existence in a slave State and is 
still in existence, possessed of a good pastor, a comfortable house 
of worship free of debt, and pleasantly located for enterprising, in- 
dustrious mechanics and artisans. We think there is no better 
place in the. country. We invite them to come and see for them- 
selves. We offer them a cordial welcome, 

James Martin, No, 4, City Building. 



Gratitude. — It has been beautifully said, that gratitude is the 
memory of the heart ; and the heart that has been taken to Cal- 
vary and washed in the blood that ransometh a world, will have a 
strong memory of the blessing given, and a ready tongue to utter 
its praise. Those who are not thankful for God's unspeakable 
gift, cantiot be expected to be really thankful for any othqr gift. 
If we will not praise the giver for the greatest gift, we are not 
likely to praise him for any of the smaller. 
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REPORT OF RST8. S. 0. WILIS A RD A. H. lU 110 AN. 

The followiDg sums were collected in Ireland and Scotland for the Freed- 
men's Education Fund, viz : 

£ s d £ i d 

Belfast R. P. Cong., coll. Rev. J. A. Chancellor 11 7 5 

William Galway ^. 10 

Miss Bojd 1 13 7 5 

KilraughtsR. P. Cong., coll. Rev. W. Toland ^ 5 13 

Robert Thompson, IsIemon....4 10 

John Moore 5 6 18 5 

Eilrauo^bts Pres. Cong., coll. Rev. T. Anderson 8 8 1} 

John Knox 11 3 19 1} 

Ballydabber R. P. Cong., coll. Rev. J. 1). Houston 3 17 7 

New Row Pres. Cong., coll. Rev. Wallace, Coleraine 4 16 5 

Knookbracken R. P. Cong., coll. Rev. Dr. Houston 7 

Kellswater R. P. Cong., coll. Prof. Dick * 6 10 

Ballybay R. P. Cong., coll. Rev. G. Douglas 5 

Balljlaggin Cong., coll. Rev. J. Hart 3 13 

Broadlaoe Cong., coll. Rev. Kenedy « ..••• 4 5 8 

Ballymony Cong., coll. Rev. J. Brown 4 10 

James Nevin 5 

Hugh M'Kaw 5 

Henry Caldwell 2 6 

Mrs. 81oane 2 6 5 5 

Ballenon Cong:., coll. Rev. A. Savage '. 3 

St. Peter's (Eng. Pres.) Cong., Liverpool, coll. Rev. M. Patterspn, 7 17 3 
Bridge St. Church, U. P., Stranraer, Scotland, coll. 

Rev. Geo. Watter 2 2 6 

AM'Dowall 10 

Mrs.M'Dowall 2 5 2 6 

Penpont R. P. Cong., coll. Rev. W. Milroy 5 7 7 

Mr. Dalzell, Druid HaU. ^ 3 8 7 7 

Darvel Fellowship Meeting 10 

A. Young, Meadowfoot 2 12 

Belpast, Ireland. 

BJrs. A. Ferguson 30 

A Lady Friend , 10 

Thornton, Euwing & Co 5 

Dunbar &()o v- 5^0 

Wm. Ewart&Son '500 

Miss Hamilton.. 5 

Miss Ellen Hamilton... 5 

J. Kennedy & Co , 3 

Henry Martin & Co 220 

Bichardson& Co 2 2 

John Douglass *......'. 10 

Jaffe , 1 

Rolert Lindsay & Co 10 

Thos. M'Wier 10 

Leadbitter, Calder & Co 10 

A Friend 10 
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£ 8 d 

James Reed 2 6 

Mrs. Thompson, Riohmond 10 

James Thompson [.''..., 5 6 

Friends , ;, 2 

Bernard Hughes !'.'.*.'./. 10 

Robert Alexander, Breda * 10 

Thomas & James M'Murray, Ballybay. ...., 10 

David Ransom.... 10 

William Foster .*[' 2 6 

POETBUSH. 

Friends..... , 3 

Rey. Jonathan Simpson 2 

Rev. Geo. Shaw, Belfast 10 

(JeorgeRoss, Esq., London 10 

Samuel Patton 10 

Mrs. Suflfem, Belfast \,\ 10 

Sundry persons 15 6 

Mrs. Black, Randalstown 10 

Miss Law, Elmbank, Scotland..! 10 

Mrs. Patton,- Waterside 6 

Mrs. Joseph H. Boyd 10 

GLASGOW; Scotland. 

W.B. Huggins& Co 20 

J. & A. Marshall & Co , , 6 

Jno. Enoz ' 10 

Geo. Gordon .'..*!.*.*........* 110 

A. F. Stoddard !...!!!..!.!.....!! 5 

Jno. Robertson & Co 5 

Alex. Naismith 10 

J. Leask 10 

Jno. M'Donald .........!..!!!.!!.!.' 1 10 

Montgomery &Kenney.. 10 

J. D. Bryce 10 

James Playfair 10 

James Burns [... 10 

Blackie & Son 2 0' 

W. Walls 1 O" 

Wm. P. Paton. * 10 

D. S. M'Nair 10 

Black & Wingate 110 

Jno. Gray. 1 

Eben Barclay 10 

W. Paton 10 

Wm. Shaw * 10 

J. Wylie 10 

J. &M. Fairley v 10 

A. M'Gnon 10 

J. & W. Campbell A Co. 2 

Wm. Somerville 10 

Rev. Wm. Anderson, Loanhead... 10 

Robert Muir 10 

Samuel Moor • ,,.,. 10 
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£ s d 

H. WatBon 10 

Tkos. Alexander, , 10 

W. W. Adamson 10 

Alex. Gilmore 10 

A. Keadsman 10 

Henry Clow 5 

Andw. Armour..... ', 6 

Har^prayes, Beid &Co., Manobester, Eng.... 20 

Boult, English & Brand, Liverpool 10 

William M'Eimon, Liverpool 5 

J. Mackimon 5 

J.Taylor, Birkenhead 5 

A.F. & R. Maxwell 5 

S. H. Brown 5 

Jno. Patterson 110 

Edmund Williams 110 

Samuel A. Lang 2 

Wm. Harris 10 

Jno. Peoples 10 

A Friend • 10 

A Friend ; 10 

A Friend 10 

Jno. Matheson,^ 2 

Robt. Hill, Esq, 2 6 

.Henry Houlds worth, Coulfceress, Wishaw, per Rev, R. T. Martin 6 0. 

James Martin, Curluke, Lanarkshire, per do 5 



THE SOUTniRN HI8810N— PBE8S1R6 REED FOB FUNDS. 

The Central Board of fissions are constrained to call on the 
Church for funds to carnr on operations in Washington and Nat- 
chez. At our last monthly meeting the treasury was considerably 
overdrawn, The subsistence heretofore granted to teachers at Nat- 
chez is withdrawn, which adds greatly to the expenses. Besides, 
the State authorities, so soon as military rule ceased, gave back the 
houses occupied by the schools to their former rebel owners. It 
then became necessary either to build or abandon the mission. 
The superintendent promptly proceeded to procure a lot and build. 
Additional funds are also wanted to give greater efficiency to the 
Washington Mission. The amount necessary to meet the debt un- 
avoidably incurred there, has not yet been all received by the 
treasurer. 

Is anything more than this bare statement of facts needed to 
draw out largely the libenality of the church ? Shall " the expect- 
ation of the poor perish V* These so long sufferers in cruel bond- 
age, are through their teachers crying to us for light to enable 
them to improve and enjoy the bles§ing of freedom, and we echo 
the cry to those who have the means, and the heart to retutn a 
substaqtial response. 
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The Natchez Mission, established chiefly through the liberality of 
the brethren in the West, has now special claims on them in this 
its hour of need. Brethren throughout the church ! we urge yon 
for the sake of these victims of oppression, for the honor of the 
Covenanting Church, their professed friend, and especially for the 
glory of our reigning Mediator, be prompt in this matter. Send 
money to Mr. D. Euwer, Treasurer, Allegheny, Pa. 

J. M. WiLLSON, Chairman. 
. WiLLUM Wills, Sec'y. 



AFFAIRS ABROAD. 



India. — Rev. Mr. Barr, United Presbyterian missionary in India, 
writes encouragingly. Among other things, he says : *' To many 
it may seem that India gives but a poor return for the many and 
precious lives spent fqr her evangelization. Let those who think 
so see it as we see it. The labor of years has not been in vain. 
The lethargic slumber of ages is broken. The aroused and quick- 
ened Hindoo mind is seeking new fields of thought ; and the whale 
aystem of Brahmanism is tottering to its fall. Constant inter- 
course with educated young Ilindoos tells me that they have lost 
all faith in their religion, and that they feel that the hour of 
Christianity's triumph is nigh. Surely, when they feel thus, it is 
not the time for Christ's followers to be discouraged.'' ' 

Italy. — The evacuation of Rome by the French troops has com- 
menced. In a few months, at furthest, the Pope will be left to the 
})rotection of such troops as he may be able to collect. Everything 
ooks like the speedy loss of his temporal power, perhaps the de- 
sertion of his post as bishop of Borne. The work of evangelization 
by the Waldenses and by the French Protestants — ^who have la- 
borers as far south as Naples — advances rapidly. 

Mexico. — The Mexican '' Empire " is not in a very prosperous 
condition — rather in a bad way, in fact. Max. is concentrating his 
troops in some of the most important points, and thus leaves a 
large part of the country in the hands of the republicans. The 
latter have with them the sympathies of the Government and 

Seople of the (Jnited States. This is freely avowed, and is stirring 
Tapoleon's blood a little ; and may, but, we think, will not, result 
in war. France is dissatisfied with her part in this Mexican aftair, 
and will not favor, perhaps will not bear the pushing of matters 
any further in that directTon. We hope the following'is true : 

" The Bible Society Becord says that at«least one hundred priests 
are directly, and not less than five hundred indirectly, engaged in 
a movement of religious reform in Mexico. They abjure auricular 
priestly cbnfession, the worship of images, the adoration of the 
Virgin, and of the saints, the celibacy of the clergy, and transub- 
stantiation. They use both elements in the Lord's Supper, and • 
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advocate the giving of the Scriptures to the people. In a word, 
they reject the Pope of Rome and all his authority. The move- 
ment is not confined to the clergy. 1?he laity are deeply interested 
in it. In some places they precede the clergy. The demand for 
the reforming clergy is greater than the supply ; more are wanted 
than can be found. These are cheering facts, and indicate the 
presence and working of the Spirit of' (Jod in that benighted and 
distracted country." 



AFFAIRS AT H0;HE. 

The South. — There are not many loyal people in the. South yet, 
except the colored people. There are a few whites that really like 
the course matters have taken ; but the testimony is overwhelming, 
that the great bulk of them merely submit as to a necessity when 
they profess to be Union men. Some of the more honest, or per- 
haps we should say, reckless ones, will not even profess this, but 
Btill proclaim their wish and their hope, that the South will yet 
secure its independence. There are just as few who mean to treat 
the freedmen well, as are loyal. It is plain, and the most trust- 
worthy witnesses testify to this, that the freedmen will be mal- 
treated and virtually re-enslaved, unless the General Government 
protects them ; and even then, we question whether they will be 
secure, if not enfranchised. 

The President and Congress.— Mr. Johnson is very lenient toward 
the rebels ; pardons them almost for the asking ; would like to 
see them restored to their places of power, and now entrusts them 
with the authority to act, as States, freely and independently. And * 
this notwithstanding the fact stares him in the face, that nearly all 
that the voters, in the South have elected as senators, members of 
Congress, legislators, &c., are of the active rebel class. The fact 
is, the President is not an eneiny of slavery in principle^ and he has no 
regard for the colored race, ,We havn't the least confidence in him 
or in his cabinet. We hope better things of Congress. It begins 
well. It refuses admission to the rebel elect, and even to some 
Union men, because sent from States that give too little evidence 
of a change of heart. Many good propositions have been made ; 
we hope a proper proportion of them will become laws. K Con- 
gress should fail the country as completely as the President has done, 
we shall have lost much; very much, that we thought had been won 
at fearful expense of blood and treasure. Our trust is in God — no 
trust can be placed in princes or in men's sons. 



It was a beautiful expression of Burke's, upon the death of bis 
86q, thait his <;hild in this world would be his ancestor in the slr^. 
Elder-born in gloi^ — th^ junior of the household is the senior la 
heaven*! 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



80 Obituart/. — Book Notices. 



OBITCABY. 

Died, at his father's residence in Jefferson County, Kansas, Martin 
DowNiE; of disease of the lungs, in the twentj-sizth year of his age. 

The subject of this obituary notice was born in the County of Down, Ire- 
land : emigrated to the United States with his father and family in the year 
1842, and has since that time lived in his adopted country. He was baptized 
a member of the Reformed Presbyterian Chdrch by Rev. T. Houston, D. D., 
of Knockbracken Congregation, Ireland, and was brought up, I believe, in 
accordance with the doctrines of the church. He was afflicted with a most 
distressing cough from infancy, and at last fell a prey to that fell destroyer — 
consumption. His last illness was of short duration, continuing only about a 
week. He suffered very little pain, and was not confined to his bed ; he sat 
up most of the day before he died, which was on the morning of the 8th of 
December, 1865. Ha leaves seven brothers and four sisters to mourn their loss, 
but what is their loss iS; I trusty his eternal gain. 

An Intimate Acquaintance. 



BOOK NOTICES. 



Spibttual Suppobt and CoNSOLATioir IN Difficult Timss : The Letters of the Rev. 
James Ren-wick, the last of Scotla.nd's Goyenanted Martyrs, with an Introduction, 
containing an Historical Sketch of Renwick's Life, Labors, and Martyrdom, and 
a Vindication of his Character and Testimony. 12mo. pp. 290. By Thomas 
Houston, D.D. Alexander Grardiner, Paisley, 1865. 

A reprint of the singularly excellent letters of this eminent mar- 
tyr ha& long been a desideratum. The last edition is rather more 
than a century old, and has nearly ceased to be obtoinable, and yet 
there are few writings of the past more worthy of careful stuav. 
We see in them the workings of a mind and heart, such as rarely 
appear on earth ; for James Eenwick was in all respects a man, 
considering his youth, of the highest order in intelligence, culture, 
and piety. He was born after the breaking down of the Cove- 
nanted Reformation, of humble, but godly parentage ; was educated 
at great di*tdvantage in Scotland until early maturity, when hav- 
ing cast in his lot with the persecuted " remnant," he was sent to 
Holland for the completion of his curriculum, collegiate and theo- 
logical, whence he returned in 1683, and labored with voice and 
with pen for five years in behalf of a hated and despised system of 
truth, and of order in the house of God, terminating a life of toil, 
and privation, and bitter persecution, often suffered at the h8^nd8 of 
the professed frjends of the cause of Christ, by the offices of the 
hangman, in the Grass Market, Edinb.urgh, Feb. 17th, 1688, in 
the 26th year of his age : the last publicly executed in Britain for 
the sake of religion. 

• These letters extend from 1682 to 1688, the first and the last, 
and most of the others, addressed to Sir Aobert Hamilton, his dear, 
and hojporedy and fast friend : the last on the morning of his exd- 
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cntion. The others are addressed to various persons — all replete 
with evidence of his soundness of judgment, unswerving integrity, 
pure conscientiousness, rich Christian experience, and unfaltering 
heroism in the maintenance of the right. After some careful ex- 
amination of Renwick's character, as exhibited in the Informatory 
Vindication, and in the pages of history, we have no hesitation in 
^saying, that his equal, upon the whole, was not found during that 
century, except Alexander Henderson. There were many men of 
more learning, some of larger Christian experience, some of wider 
acquaintance with "affairs,*' some more commanding ; but for all 
these combined in a character so complete and symmetrical, we 
shall look in vain for another. We have alluded to the " Inform- 
atory Vindication.'* A work so called was published in New York 
in the year 1834, containing, however, many other productions, 
some issued long before the "Vindication," an4 some long after. 
The "Vindication " itself occupies but ninety-five pages, from p. 
169 to p. 274. It should be carefully studied, not only for its in- 
trinsic worth, as presenting the vciy platform that the wasted 
Covenanters of that period wished to be understood to occupy, but 
for the clear light it throws upon the character of Scotland's last 
martyr. He will be here seen, not as the enthusiast, the fanatic 
that many suppose him to have been, but as the profound, and 
earnest, and far-reaching disciple of Christ, fearless in confessing 
the truth of his time ; but calm, judicious, as uncompromising in 
his hostility to the follies of the riffht-hand extremists, who 
embittered his life, as to the "left-hand defectionists," who had 
sold their Lord. 

It is a favorable sign of the times, that the grave-stone begins 
to rise from the tomb of this youthful, but ripened martyr ; for 
the Dr. has done a good work in getting out this edition. It has not 
been too soon. Very few, even among ourselves, know much 
about these letters. It is to be hoped they will have a large cir- 
culation. 

The Introduction embraces a sketch of the times well deserving 
perusal, and a history of the martyr, with some remarks present- 
ing, summarily, his views and the nature and bearing of his testi- 
mony. In one or two instances, the editor has not exercised due 
suspicion regarding the trustworthiness of the sources from which 
he quotes from Donald CargiU's last testimony, as follows : 

" This is the magistracy that I have rejected — ^that which is invested with 
Christ's power... There is no distinction we can make that can free the con- 
science of the acknowledger from being a partaker of this sacrilegious robbery 
of God ; and it is but to cheat our oonscience, to acknowledge the civil power 
afontf, that it is of the essence of the crown** 

Turning to. this ^Uestimony" as it stands in the "Cloud of 
Witnesses," we find it reads as follows : 

" And seeing it is made the essential of the crown, there if no distinction- 
acknowledge the civil power, for it is not civU power only that is made of the 
mence of the crown." Qpp. 38, 39.) 
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These differ mnch ; one restd all upon the robbinff of civil, the 
other of civil and ecclesiastic. Another passage which requires 
correction will be found at foot of p. 89 and beginning of p. 40. 

However, these are blemishes that can be easily rectified. It 
is a great service to the cause of true religion and to testimony for 
Christ, to have rendered these "Letters" accessible again to the 
churches. 

Copies are sold for 28. 6d. sterling, with difference of exchange. 
They will be considerably higher in this country. 

A Highland Parish. Bj the Rev. Norman Macleod, D.D., author of '* Wee Davie," 
«* Parish Papers," Ac. Robert Carter and Brothers, 680 Broadway, New York. For 
sale by Davis, Clarke & Co., comer of Wood and Diunond Streets, Pittsburgh. 

The reading of this book afforded us no little pleasure. De- 
scribing Highland customs of former times in a racy style, it fur- 
nishes the means of spending agreeably a leisure hour. The 
contrast between the state of things among these " rude forefathers" 
and that of the present time is instructive. Some of the anecdotes 
are exceedingly amusing. 

The Bight WAy ; a Weekly Paper, published by William W. Thayer, 221 Washington 
street, Boston. George L. Steams, Editor. 

Fifty thousand copies of this paper, we are told, are distributed 
gratuitously every week. It is up to the times on the subject of 
slavery. It endorses the views of the President as set forth in his 
Message. 

This is the ri^ht way to get up a newspaper. Edited with ability, 
it cannot fail, if it is sustained, to exert a vast influence on public 
matters. A paper advocating the religious amendment of the 
Constitution, conducted on the same plan, is what is now needed. 
But we cannot hope for this so long as there is, both out of the 
Covenanting Church and within it, such apathy as at present pre- 
vails. 

The Presbyterian Banner, published in Pittsburgh, is enlarged. 
It is one of the best religious papers with which we exchange. It 
contains a large variety of interesting reading matter. 

The Liberator. — This able advocate of emancipation is dis- 
continued. While it battled against slavery, it was doing a good 
work. It is matter of regret that the later issues have confirmed 
the charge brought often against it by the friends of slavery, that 
it was, at the bottom, infidel. Several of the closing numbers 
contain, over the signature of C. K. W., the most impudent and 
malignant attacks on the Sabbath and the Bible we have ever read. 
It is a pity that Mr. Garrison should; hj allowing such matter to 
appear in his paper, leave his friends without any means to vindi- 
cate him from the charge of being at heart an enemy to Ohristiah- 
ity. 
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TUB CLAinS OF THE AHERICAN BtBlE 80CIETT. 

An Address deliTered by Ber. J. Bbnwiok Thompson, before the Newburgh Bible 
Society, December 7, 1836. 

' In ancient Israel every fiftieth year was a Jubilee, when the 
trumpet was sounded throughout all the land, liberty proclaimed 
to all the inhabitants, the lost possessions returned to their original 
owners, and a sabbath of rest enjoyed. It was a year of peace and 
joy — one that marked a distinct era in the history of Israel, and 
like the Olympiads of the Greeks, served an important historical 
and chronological purpose. 

We, too, have our tfubilees — periods which mark the progress of 
personal, social and national events. This is the fiftieth year of 
the American Bible Society, and to-night we meet to celebrate its 
Jubilee. Just after the close of the war with Great Britain, this 
Society was organized ; and now at the close of an unparalleled 
civil war, when liberty has been proclaimed throughout the land, 
and the nation baptized with the blood of its world-renowned Pre^ 
sident, it is fitting we should observe its first Jubilee, and testify 
onr appreciation of the noble work it inaugurated, and has so sue* 
cessfully carried forward. 

Of the sixty ministers and laymen who met and organized this 
society, only three — Dr. Spring, Dr. Nott, and General Joseph 
Swift — have been spared to hear the Jubilee trumpet and join the 
millions in celebrating this important event. Doubtless as they 
look back for fifty years, they can see their expectations more than 
realized, and are rejoicing with us as we open our eyes upon the 
many branches that have sprung fi^om the Parent stem, and the 
golden fruit with which they are laden. Truly it may be said, 
*' The Lord halh done great things for us : whereof we are ^lad/' 

During the first year of the existence of the Bible Society its re- 
ceipts were $37, 779,35, and the number of Bibles issued were 6,410. 
From this small yet auspicious beginning the receipts and issues 
continued to increase with greater or less regularity until last year 
the receipts amounted to 9667,851.86, and that too when contribu- 
'3 
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tions came only from the Northern Stateei; and the number of Bi- 
bles and Testaments were 1,530,563. The whole number of Bibles 
issued since the organization of the Society is 20,309,427 — a num- 
ber truly astounding ! — nearly twenty-one millions of the leaves of 
the tree of life scattered for the healing of the nations. The field 
in which this Society has labored is truly vast and inviting. 
Every State and Territory of this widely extended nation have been 
occupied by it. It is now sending the Bible into Mexico, where 
the aoor had been temporarily closed but now is opened by the de- 
cree of the Imperial Government, and strange to say, some of the 
Romish priests, according to a recent statement, read it and preach 
from it. It is operating, too, in Central and South America, the 
West Indies, Africa, Italy, Russia, Turkey, Greece, Germany^ 
China, India, Siam, Japan, and the Sandwich Islands. Through 
its auxiliaries, agents and missionaries it is constantly enlarging its 
field of operations and supplying the increasing demands of the 
millions of the perishing. Like the sacred tree of India that drops 
its branches to the earth where they take root and springing up 
furnish a large and refreshing shade to the weary traveler, the 
Bible Society is extending its branches into all lands, where they 
are taking root, rising up, and forming a cool shade where the spir- 
itual pilgrims may rest and partake of the heavenly fruit. Soon 
the whole world will feel its influence, and bud and blossom as the 
rose. 

As an evidence of the prosperity of this Society since its organi- 
zation and as a mainspring in its future operations, it has erected 
a costly building, and furnished it with all the machinery for its 
operations, that is truly an ornament to the metropolis and an 
honor to the nation. If the temple of Solomon gave Jerusalem its 
glory and made it the joy of all the land, so the Bible House is the 
central glory of our nation, and places our metropolis first among 
the cities of the land. A visitor for the first time to the Bible 
House stands with amazement before that magnificent structure. 
As he enters he finds it a perfect labyrinth, where he feels almost 
lost amid the various halls and rooms in which scholars are exa- 
mining and preparing the sacred .text, where powerful printing 
presses are rapidly throwing off" the printed sheets, and hundreds 
of nimble fingers are folding, stitching, binding and ornamenting 
God's blessed book, and thus finished, sending it to all parts of the 
earth. Truly there is no building in the city that is so interesting 
to the Christian, and that will so well repay the visitor, as the Bible 
House. Wall street, with its Merchants* Exchange, its banks and 
its vaults of gold that are a power in the world, bears no compar* 
ison with it. The extensive libraries, the galleries of the fine arts, 
the palatial stores, the public schools and colleges, have an import- 
ant influence on society, yet they exert not the moral power that 
is put forth from the Bible House, which is constantly radiating its 
divine light over a large portion of the earth, and infusing a sacred 
influence into all the departments of society. Destroy that sacred 
building — blot out the Bible Sooietj, and New York becomefl aU 
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most a heathen city ; but with that Society and an open Bible, and 
that city becomes a light to the world — the Jerusalem to which the 
tribes go up and from which they carry back the bread of life. 

The Bible Society, then, with its vast machinery and appliances 
for publishing and sending abroad the word of God, with its num- 
erous auxiliaries like military posts or camp fires scattered through- 
out the land, with its a^nts acting as pickets along the line of the 
enemy, is an organization which claims an interest in our prayers 
and liberality, and calls loudly for our earnest and constant efforts. 
In celebrating, therefore, this Jubilee, we intend to urge upon you 
the claims of the American Bible^ Society. 

I. We do so because of the character of this Society. The principles 
on which it is based, its design, and thegmanner in which it is ad- 
ministered, give it a lodgment in the confidence of Christian men. 

We do not claim for it a divine origin as we do for the church — 
as being absolutely necessary for thewelfare of society in every age ; 
but that in the present condition of the world it w a necessity. The 
church is the grand Bible Society, but as there are divisions in Reu- 
ben, and each branch must necessarily be crippled in its work, it is 
a wise arrangement that the efforts and liberality of all should be 
concentrated in a common organization according to the well- 
known apothegm, *' in union there is strength." In this character 
it is the child of the religious community — the outgrowth and em- 
bodiment of the religious feelings and sentiments of the Christian 
world; it has its roots deep in the heart of Christian men of almost* 
every denomination, and receives its life-blood from the church of 
God and from Christ himself. 

Springing from this common root, throbbing with the same life, 
and growing in the same atmosphere where different branches of 
the church exist, it, however, is divested of all sectarian aspects, 
and is entirely catholic in its spirit, scope and operation. Moral 
and religious men of all classes and denominations are received as 
its members, meet under one common banner, and harmoniously 
co-operate in the same field for the good of the human race. In 
this Society we may say the dispersed of Israel are gathered into' 
one. Denominational distinctions are here buried for the time; 
Ephraim does not envy Judah, and Judah does not vex Ephraim : 
but they fly upon the shoulders of the Philistines toward the west; 
and they spoil them of the east together. The various wings of this 
vast arrav press toward the same object, and direct their denomi- 
national batteries against a common foe. This Society is moreover 
characterized by a'pure love for the perishing millions, and is there- 
.fore an entirely benevolent and beneficent organization. Its key- 
note is taken fromi the song of the angels in the plaini^ of Bethle- 
hem : *' Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and good- 
will to men ;'* and its whole efforts are directed towatd the tem- 
poral and eternal intei^ests of man. If it makes sacrifices, it is not 
for gold or silver — it is not for worldly fame-*-it is jot for some sin- 
ister end ; but to bring the words of salvation to perishing souls. 

This Society, too, is not selfish^ 6t limited in the bestowal of its 
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benefits to one class orirace of men ; but indiscriminately pours its 
spiritual wealth into the lap of every nation, and lays its gold and 
spices and frankincense at the door of the humblest cottage. 
Friends and foes receive alike of its munificence — Jew and Gentile 
— bond and free, are urged to accept its gifts. Dispensing freely 
the word of life to the patriotic soldier whb bravely stood between 
us and the foe, it also offered the same heavenly manna to the rebel 
taken in arms. It places this book before the traveler in his room 
in the hotel, in the steamboat, in every vessel that sails upon the 
broad sea — it puts a Bible in the almshouses, in the asylums, in all 
places where men of all classes and nations may drink at the foun- 
tain of life. Freely it receives and freely it gives,— .-scattering its 
seeds broadcast that all m^y gather of its fruits. 

With such a noble character, the Bible Society deserves our most 
cordial support. But 

II. It claims our support because of the value of the treasure it 
is scattering among the millions of the earth. Did it lavish upon 
the world gold and silver, and pearls and precious stones — did it 
gather the rare works of ancient and modern libraries, republish 
them and send them forth in numbers like the leaves of the forest 
— did it employ its vAst machinery and direct its energies in advanc- 
ing the arts, the sciences and the various social reforms — did it do 
all this and more, and yet it would not bestow on the world such 
a wealth of blessings as it now does by sending forth this book of 
books^ — the Bible. 

The value of this treasure — the Bible — appears in the fact that 
it is the oldest,— the first book — venerable with age. With absorb- 
ing interest and delight the antiquarian visits the pyramids of 
Egypt, the ruins of Palmyra, and the wondrous relics of buried 
Nineveh, and with intense application studies those rocky volumes 
on which are carved those hieroglyphic characters which until late- 
ly were a sealed book. With similar devotion he gathers up the 
musty manuscripts of ancient times, and preserves every page and 
footnote, that he may be carried back to remote periods and learn 
the earlier history of the world. In this retrogressive exploration, 
however, he soon arrives at that point where human authors begin, 
and between which and the creation of man there is a wide chasm 
in regard to which all human literature is ailent^ — not one human 
voice coming from that wide historical desert. There is one book, 
however, that bridges over that chasm, that fills up that link in the 
chain of the world's history, and that is the Bible. It begins with 
the creation of the world, and gives us a succinct history of each 
successive step in that stupendous work. It follows the history of 
man to the flood, and through the flood to Moses ; and on down un- 
til human authors take up the story of the world and aid in record- 
ing its history. Being the key that unlocks the ages of the world 
anterior to profane history — ^that alone tells us of the creation of 
man, his fall, thf great wickedness of the world, the flood, the pre- 
servation of one family, and the early religious institutions, it is a 
valuable treasure, more precious than rubies. 
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Bat the sarpassing exceHence of this book conBists in its being 
a transcript of the divine mind — a revelation from God. As we 
turn the leaves of the great book of nature we have a revelation 
from God. The geologist discovers the character and laws of God 
deeply engrave^ on the rocks. The astronomer sees the same 
carved in enduring characters on the sky — the stars being the bright 
letters that spell his name -and declare his wondrous works. We 
have a revelation of God in the return of the seasons — Winter clad 
in his icy garments, Spring flushed with the rosy tint of youth, 
Summer richly attired like a bride adorned for her husband, and 
Autumn laden with her golden fruits, adorned with variegated 
robes more beautiful than those of an eastern prince. These all re^ 
veal to us God ; but the Bible gives us a clearer, fuller and more 
certain revelation. Its revelation is anterior to the works of crea- 
tion — it goes back of these, and reveals to us the purposes of God in 
eternity — it makes known what was unknown to the angels, those 
morning stars that sang when the foundations of the earth were 
laid. It discovers what otherwise could not be known — ^the super- 
natural and the eternal. 

That it is a revelation from God must be evident to all that will 
survey the whole field of discussion and candidly weigh the testi- 
mony. To test its claims it has been put in the ctucible and sub- 
jected to the severest trial that learning and ability could employ. 
Atheism, Pantheism and Rationalism bave drunk at the fountains 
of learning, and have sharpened their weapons at the forge of sci- 
ence, that they might dissect- and destroy that blessed book. With 
an unholy audacity they have assailed it, placing it on a level with 
the Chinese oracles or the Vedas and Shasters of the Hindoos, and 
yet they have been dashed back like the ocean billows from the' 
ribbed- bound rocks of our eastern coast, leaving the Bible to stand 
out more distinctly and all-radiant with the glory of the Sun of 
Righteousness. The multitudes of critics in ancient and modern 
times have covered, like the locusts of Egypt, the whole field of in- 
spiration, and yet the leaves of the tree of life remain fresh and 
green, and are day by day healing the nations ; proving that the 
Bible is the wisdom and power of God unto salvation. While mul- 
titudes of infidel works lie as wrecks along the stream of time, yet 
the ark of God's truth holds on its way. 

The Bible, moreover, is unequaled in the originality and rich- 
ness of its truths, and the purity and beauty of its style. It con- 
tains truths that are above the range of human discovery and 
which must have remained hid from man had they not come forth 
from the oracle within the Holy of holies. Man has made discov- 
eries in the various departments of natural science, but never could 
have solved the problem how God could be just and yet the justi- 
fier of the ungodly. It contains the great mysteries of godliness — 
supernatural truths. 

♦ These, too, are not dry metaphysical truths, but rich in mental 
and spiritual aliment — the very bread of life on which the soul can 
feast. The drapery, too, in which they are clothed, is pure, chaste 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 The OlaimB of the An^erican BibU Society. 

and sublime, giving the Bible a charm which no other book pos- 
sesses. Before its shrine all glowing with heavenly light, the ora- 
tors, the poets, the historians, the logicians, must bow and lay their 
choicest literary gifts as humble oflferings. Peerless it stands among 
all literary works. 

The Bible, moreover, is unrivaled as a system of morals and 
laws — as far surpassing those of Rome 4tnd Greece as Christianity 
surpasses heathenism. The ethics and laws of the ancients were 
too often based on expediency, and framed to suit ambitious and 
corrupt minds, and therefore changed with circumstances ; but the 
laws of the Bible rest upon the foundation of eternal truth and 
justice, and are adapted to every age and circumstance in the 
world's history. The moral laws given in the age that Moses livedo 
are the liiws that suit us in the nineteenth century. The ethics 
taught by a Solomon in his Proverbs will continue unto the end of 
the world, as " apples of gold in pictures of silver." 

But the excellence of this book consists in the power wh\oh it has 
in the hearts and consciences of men. Read Plato or Aristotle or 
any modern ethical work to a sick andt dying man, and he turns 
away from it as the hungry man from dry husks ; but read to the 
same one page of the Bible, and light at once flashes upon his mind 
and his soul is lit up with joy and peace ; and he feels as if he wae 
standing on the mount face to face with God. The skillful attorney 
knows its power, and wields it effectually before the jury aud the 
court — one word from it having more influence than the finest pe- 
riods of Roman or Grecian eloquence. ' With this weapon in his 
hand, Luther made a continent to tremble ; and carved his way, 
through ignorance and bigotry, to the confidence aqd warm sym- 
pathy of those that had been his bitterest enemies. Knowing the 
marvelous power of the Bible, Popery has shut it out from the pub- 
lic schools and from the .common people, lest like Luther receiving 
the light, they turn and rend the system that has kept them bound 
in the chains of ignorance. The Popish pervert Newman touched 
the right key when he eloquently declared that the Bible is the 
stronghold of Protestantism. No book lies so near the heart of 
the Christian public, and exerts such a moulding power over 
the minds of men, as the Bible* 

It is, finally, the book of the individual, the church, and the na- 
tion — the world's book — confined to no latitude or nation ; but like 
the sun, it shines on all and for all. Men might as well attempt to 
shut out the light of the sun and illumine the earth by a dim taper, 
as to exclude the Bible and expect to enlighten the woi'ld without 
it. As the blotting out of the sun — if it were possible—would be 
darkness, barrenness and death, causing vegetation to cease, the 
rivers and lakes to congeal, the birds of the air, the beasts of the 
field, and the whole human race to sink into one common grave ; 
so the blotting out the Bible would spread a jnoral and spiritual 
death throughout the world. The Bible isthe lifeof the individual, 
the church and the state; and each of these is as much bound by 
its laws as the solar system by those natural laws that keep the 
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planets in their places. One of those stars might as well say, I will 
cast off the natural laws and swinff myself clear of the sun's influ- 
ence, as for an individual, a church, or civil p^overnment to reject 
the law of the Bible. As in the one case that recreant planet 
would be shattered into a thousand fragments, so in the other the 
refusal to recognize God's law exposes the party to the shattering 
judgments of divine vengeance, and final and irretrievable ruin: 
" The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that for- 
get God.*' The Bible is the only sure foundation on which a na- 
tion rests ; the only safe light to success and security. Like the 
Pharos light that stood in the bay hi Alexandria and threw its light 
far out into the sea to guide the storm-beaten mariner safe to port, 
so from the high tower of the church the Bible radiates its light 
far and wide to guide individuals and social organizations to the 
haven of security and peace. The Bible is the armor v from which 
the Christian takes down the divine weapons with which to fight 
the battle of life. It is the laboratory where he finds a medicine 
for every malady, a balm for ^vqtj wound, and comfort for every 
grief. It is the exhaustless mine from which he gathers jewels that 
sparkle in his crown forever and ever. The hook of books is the Bible. 

Such being the character of this precious treasure which the- 
Bible Society is scattering abroad, we are under the imperative ob- 
ligation to give it our cheerful, liberal and constant support. 

III. This same duty is urged by a consideration of the future of 
the Bible — its destiny. This springs a question which must have 
engaged the attention of every intelligent mind. Multitudes of 
books have perished in the age that gave them being. The revolu- 
tions of nations, the burnine of cities, the destruction of the vast 
libraries at Alexandria and elsewhere, have irrecoverably swept 
away many volumes ; and as the winged centuries fly by they carry 
others down into the same abyss. Of the books wntten before the 
time of Christ how few remain ? And of those written since, how 
many have sunk into oblivion ? And the question is, will the Bible, 
like these, perish or be forgotten ? To this pertinent question a 
voice from heaven answers : " The word of the Lord endureth for 
ever." It shall last as lasts the sun. Upon many a Grecian head- 
land, and on many a Roman hill, ancient temples and fortifications, 
once the pride of the world, are now in ruins. Astronomers say 
that stars, that twinkled long in the blue vault of night, have 
disappeared entirely from the heavens. Our present temples of 
worship will perish ; but the Bible shall endure — and like those 
old cedars that have sunk their roots into the rocky shoulders of 
Lebanon, and defiantly breasted every storm and tempest, it will 
stand up in the midst of a widked and gainsaying world, in its 
towering majesty and strength. And is it venturing too far in the 
field of imagination to suppose, that, when the elements shall melt 
with fervent beat and the earth be burned up, one popy, at least, 
of this book, shall outlive the general conflagration, and be laid up 
in heaven as the law was laid up in the ark of the covenant. Be 
this as it may, certain it is that the truths of the Bible will live in 
the hearts of the redeemed above for ever and ever. 
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But the Bible will not live in the future as a relic of a past age, 
like the pyramids of Egypt and the ruins of Nineveh — no ! it will 
be a living power, giving direction ^o public opinion, purifying the 
thoughts and hearts of men, reforming society, regulating the laws 
of nations, giving sanction to the sword of divine vengeance^ and 
cheering the soul as it wings its way upon heavenly pinions and 
darts to its eternal home. Before the resistless march of the Bible, 
the temples, the idols, and the licentious orgies of the heathen will 
no longer engage the attention and command the service of their 
deludea devotees. Infidelity, in its insidious and fascinating attire 
as it too often appears in religion, the literature and the politics of 
the world, will disappear before the power of the Bible as the hid- 
eous spectres vanish before the light of the rising sun. Atheism, 
Pantheism, and Rationalism, mustering to their aid science and 
philosophy, and conceitedly parading these as in antagonism with 
the Bible, will be constrainea to bow in humble submission at the 
footstool of God's revealed word. The social sinks of moral im- 
purity, where intemperance, licentiousness, crime and disease hold 
their wild revelry, will be cleansed bv the sanctifying power of 
God's truth. The frowning throne of despotism, and the clanking 
chains of the oppressed will be broken to pieces by the hammer of 
God's word ; and liberty — man's birthrignt — ^will be enjoyed by 
all. Nations, too, that have been built upon the sandy foundation 
of expediency and human laws, will ultimately feel the irrepressible 
power of the Bible, and be made to conform their laws and consti- 
tutions to its wise and just precepts. And thus through all the 
social arteries shall the pulsations of God's word be sensibly, felt, 
giving life and health and vigor to the state, the church and every 
individual enterprise. Through its influence the golden gates of 
the millennial morn will be thrown wide open and a flood of hea- 
venljf blessings poured forth upon the earth — " The wolf shall be 
made to dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid ; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together ; 
and a little child shall lead them." All that is good, and peaceful, 
and blessed, and glorious in the future come from this central sun, 
this inexhaustible source of intellectual, moral and spiritual life. 

With such a bright future and such a triumphant destiny before 
the Bible, should it not receive our cordial approbation and scruti- 
nizing' study — should it not occupy the first place among all our 
books — should it not be higher than all laws and constitutions — 
and should not the Society, whose object is to publish and scatter 
abroad this book, be cheerfully and liberally sustained by every 
man that has the good of humanity and the glory of God at heart? 

After fifty years of patient and incessant labor in this benevolent 
work, the Bible Society meets to review the past, to set up a stone 
of remembrance, and under the inspiration of success, to enter with 
fresh vigor, indomitable zeal and bright hopes upon the work of 
the next fifty years. And as there are only three of the original 
members to join in this Jubilee to-day,the question may be a^ed, 
how many of the present members, if any, will live to join- in 
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the next jubilee and rejoice in the abundant harvests that will then 
be gathered from the seeds of God's word which we are now sow- 
ing. Though not one of us may live to witness that event, yet the 
Bible shall livcy for the word of the Lord endureth for ever. It 
shall live with a sweet fragrance in the hearts of the pious — it shall 
live in the church as the tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruit 
— ^it shall live among the laws and statutes of the nations as an au- 
thoritative and regulating power — it shall live to comfort and sus- 
tain the soul at death and throw a rainbow over the dark valley, 
under whose radiant arch the departed shall enter the pearly gates 
of the celestial city. Let us here, then, in this sacred temple, and 
as the Uewburgh Bible Society, consecrate ourselves anew to the 
glorious work of publishing and scattering abroad this blessed 
Book, until its light and influence shall encircle, with its heavenly 
radiance, the whole world, and generations yet unborn shall rise 
up and call God blessed. 



EDITORIAL CORRESPORDENGE — LRTTEB TI. 

The United Presbyterian Church in Scotland and England has 
but one Theological Seminary. It is located in Edinburgh. The 
course of study is nearly identical with the others of which I have 
spoken. The time required to complete it is five sessions of two 
months each. It has four professors, all pastors. Of these I saw 
but one — ^^Rev. Dr. Eadie, wnp is the only one residing in Glasgow. 
He is well known by his excellent exegetical work on Ephesians ; 
certainly one o^ the most profound, and learned, and perspicuous 
and eloquent commentaries of which I have any knowledge. He is 
in person, tall, erect, full, and rather florid, presenting every indi- 
cation of physical vigor. He is a hard worker — during the "Col- 
lege" term ne travels back and forward between Glasgow and 
Edinburgh, four days in the week, attending to his pastoral charge, 
and occupies a good deal of time writing. He has about ready 
for the press a commentary on Galatians. We found him very affa- 
ble, and as to our mission, ready to do his part in forwarding it. 
Dr. E. is about fifty years of age. 

Dr. John Robson, pastor of one of the largest and wealthiest con- 

fregations in Glasgow, is the most influential minister in the V. 
'. Church. He is below the average height — but thick set. I 
would say approaching seventy; one of the most sagacious busi- 
ness men among the ministry, where they are, surely, not 
deficient in this respect — I mean, of course, business connected 
with tbe church. From him, we learned that the relations of the 
three large denominations in Glasgow- — the Free, the United 
Presbyterian, and the Establishment-r-are very friendly ; and we 
also had an illustration in his own case. He had received an invi- 
tation from Dr. Norman M*Leod, who was in England, to 'occupy 
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his pulpit on Sabbath for one sermon. Dr. Robson took a deep 
interest in our mission, and gave some very good advice regarding 
the way to prosecute it. Unfortunately, he was absent from the 
meeting to which I have already referred and will again. I saw 
others of this body, but need not specify. 

Of the Theological Seminaries and other institutions of the Es- 
tablishment, I learned little. I met, however, a number of its min- 
isters, and was much gratified by their friendly spirit. I succeeded 
in getting four of their names to our circular. I also learned — not 
from themselves, of course — that there are among them earnest and 
evangelical men, with whom the Free and United Presbyterian 
ministers associate freely, and with whom they co-operate in all 
public reformatory eflforts. Among those I met with and found 
hearty sympathizers with our design, I may mention Dr. M'Taggart, 
a gentleman of about seventy, a very diligent laborer, and a co- 
worker, I learned, with all evangelical men, in all things relating 
to the special interest of education, morals and religion ; and Mr. 
McGregor, a zealous friend of the free North during the war, and, 
upon the whole, among the best informed persons whom I met 
abroad, in regard to this country, and particularly regarding the 
design and incidents of the war. 

I have already alluded to the controversy on the Sabbath ques- 
tion, in which the public of Glasgow and also of Edinburgh were 
engaged when I was in that country. I learn from a paper sent 
me by a friend, that it came before the Established Presbytery of 
Glasgow, and after an earnest discussion, during part of which the 
Tron Church was surrounded by an excited and noisy crowd, a 

Sastoral address was carried by a majority of 27 to 4, in which the 
octrines of the Confession in reference to the Sabbath are plainly 
reiterated, I regret to say, that Norman M* Leo^ was the leader 
of the minority. Indeed, the whole discussion was around him. 
I am glad to see that the fears that were entertained in the first 
instance respecting the ministers of the Establishment and their 
position Qn this question, are not likely to be realized to any copsid- 
erable extent. It is^till true, however, that there is no little laxity 
and defection in this body. 

The majority Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
I can say little about from my own observation. So far as I could 
judge, the Christian public generally regard the minority as the 
true Covenanters, the proper representatives of the " old Dissent- 
ers." Not that the members of other churches approve their po- 
sition, but merely th^t they believe them to be on the ground for- 
merly occupied by the entire body. The majority Synod appoint- 
ed a committee to confer on the subject of union with the com- 
mittees appointed by the Free and United Presbyterian Churches. 
This committee has met with the others, and has sustained the 
doings of the Joint Committee, even to its refusal to interrogate 
the United Presbyterian Synod more closely on the subject of the 
Atonement. I cannot question, from what I heard, that this body 
will gainto the Union with the rest. Its ministers and members 
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manifest a veiy bitter, hostile spirit toward the minority, which, 
as I have already said, reciprocates too. readily, and too strongly, this 
spirit of personal enmity. I inquired frequently, whether in case, 
for instance, of the contemplated Union taking place, or an altera- 
tion being made, which is probable,in the Testimony, there would 
be any considerable number of menibers who would find their way 
back to the church and position of their fathers. The answers 
were all in the negative. It is the conviction, I found, of all 
who have given the matter anv thought, that the defection was 
almost complete on the part of both ministers and members of the 
majority. Still I cannot but hope, that the future will bring to light 
not a few who have been carried away by great names, by sophis- 
try, by social relations, and like influences, and who will gladly re- 
turn when their eyes are unsealed by some event such as I have 
referred to. It is deplorable that a body honored to hold firmly 
and so long a very trying position on the side of the truth of Christ 
faithfully applied, and distinguished, even of late, by such names as 
Thorburn, Henderson, Andrew Symington, and the older Fairley, 
should have made so complete a wreck so near the end. There 
still remains a Synod — the true Reformed Presbyterian Synod. 

It is small; but six ministers and some twelve congregations, 
roost of them weak, some very weak. Of the ministers, the oldest 
and best known is Rev. Wm. Anderson, of Loanhead, a village 
about five miles south of Edinburgh. Mr. Anderson is near seven- 
ty; but until the second week of August last, never missed being 
in his place on Sabbath from his licensure Bkhont forty- six years. 
Early in August, however, he was attacked with a very weakening 
disease, and soon sank very low, so low that at one time little hope 
remained of his recovery. I was in his church the second Sabbath 
of October, and this was his first appearance there for two months. 
He hoped to occupy his pulpit the following Sabbath for a short 
service. Mr. Anderson is an able man, and earnest minister. 
He could not well be spared in the present condition of the 
church ; for the great want, just now, is ministers. A very con- 
siderable addition could find ample opportunity to labor even in 
the congregations and mission stations they now have, while, un- 
questionably, there are not a few points where genuine Covenan- 
ter preaching and testimony would find hearers and even be wel- 
comed. 

Another of the ministers, moreover, is not in good health — Rev. 
Carmichacl, formerly of Penpont, now of Oreenock, who is not 
in strong health. His congregation is rather larger than Mr. An- 
derson's — about three hundred. Mr. Carmichael is a man of 
tine presence and abilities, an excellent prea,cher, and altogether 
a most trustworthy man. I regretted much I did not meet him. 
He was absent, away at a watering place for the benefit of his 
health, -when I called at his house. It is devoutly to be hoped 
that a life so valuable may be long spared. 

Mr. Wallace, of Glasgow, and his congregation, I have previously 
mentioned. Eev. R. T. Martin is pastor of the Wishaw congrega- 
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tion, a few miles east of Glasgow, formerly the charge of Mr. 
Mason, quite well known among us as a diligent student of proph- 
ecy, and the author of some works on that subject. His con- 
gregation is small, and has suflfered some from the rupture. I was 
unable to visit it. Mr. Mason is also the editor of the ''Reformed 
Presbyterian Witness, " a bi-monthly magazine, the organ of the 
Synod. He fills his place well, and with a reasonable increase of 
its subscription list, the "Witness** would be comfortably self-sus- 
taining. Kev. Mr. Henderson is settled in Airdrie, on the road 
between Glasgow and Edinburgh, nearer the latter. I did not 
visit it, but met Mr. H. incidentally. His congregation is small. 
The congregation of Paisley, with some forty members, have called 
Mr. Dunlap, a licentiate from Ireland, and he was settled among 
them. I know little of his prospects. These, with Mr. Littlejohn, 
a licentiate, comprise the ministerial strength of the Scottish breth- 
ren. They have much work to do, and much opposition to en- 
counter. Their case makes a strong appeal to our sympathies and 
for our pecuniary aid. The Synod in Ireland sends them ministe- 
rial help according to its ability, and thus relieves them in 
measure. The prospect of an increase of licentiates is not very 
bright. They have but two students only, one of whom was in the 
Seminar;!^ (Belfast,) the last session. I found among them a goodly 
measure of public spirit It is their wish, feeble as they are iu 
numbers and in means, to take some share in the blessed work of 
Foreign Missions. I may add, they received us, as did the brethren 
in Ireland, vqvj cordially. In neither country, with one very unim- 
portant exception, did I experience any coldness, nor was i called 
upon at any time, in private intercourse, to vindicate the position of 
the Synod in this country, or its doings during the war. These 
were not altogether approved, but we have, and all along had, the 
entire confidence of the brethren abroad, as men who know refor- 
mation principles and mean to maintain them. There i^ no truth 
whatever in the statements that, I learn, have been circulated by 
some among us, that the mission, particularly myself, were met 
with frowns and rebukes either in Ireland or in Scotland ; directly 
the opposite. 

There is an English Presbyterian Church of about one hundred 
congregations and ministers scattered over the country, who sym- 
pathize with the Scottish Free Church, and, in fact, are a separate 
body only for reasons of expediency. They are largely — ministers 
and people — from Scotland or Ireland ; some are English, but 
the proportion is small. Discord has found its way among them. 
There are two parties. One of them is disposed to make some con- 
cessions to English prejudices in regard to the modes of worship, 
and hence, favors organs, and would not object to some sort of lit- 
urgy. The other is opposed to things of this kind, and adheres 
tenaciously to Presbytenan plainness and simplicity in the entire 
externals of divine worship. All, I believe, use paraphrases and 
hymns. Their Seminary is in London. It has two professors, Drs. 
M'Crie and Lorimer. We happened to be in London at the time of 
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the opening of the present segsion of the Seminary, and heard an 
excellent address read by Dr. M'Crie on the thesis — "The Christian 
Ministry no priesthood," in which the ^hole subject was thoroughly 
and elaborately discussed with special reference to the times and to 
the country. The lecture was delivered in the chapel of their 
College building — a good edifice, containing all .the necessary rooms 
for the instruction of many more students than they have. The Dr. 
was listened to with unbroken attention by a crowded audience, 
made up of ministers — a number of whom were present — of stu- 
dents, and of members of their church in the city. Their course 
is similar to that of the Free Church Seminaries. Their students 
number from twelve to eighteen ; how many this session I do not 
know. We were invited to dine at Eev. Dr. Duncan's, Bayswater, 
a western suburb, the next day at 6| P. M. The two Professors 
were there and we found them both exceedingly well informed ' 
and conversible men. Dr. M. is about medium height, but bulky ; 
a much stronger man, intellectually, than I had supposed him to 
be, but very clearly on the looser side in church aftkirs. Dr. L, 
is a large man, notSnlike Dr. Fairbairn, well read, and I judge 
fond of teaching. They both felt much gratified that two of the 
young men just chosen by the Assembly in Ireland, to occupy 
chairs in the new CoUeffe in Derry, were their students. They 
both spoke of their church as, in general^ prospering. With all its 
infirmities as above alluded to, it is grati tying to find a Presbyte- 
rian Church rising in the midst of a people who for so long have 
scarcely known wiiat Presbyterianism is ; and if they have known 
anything of it on their own soil, it has been only as almost a syn- 
onym for Sociniani^m ; for it is* a distressing f^ct, that for nearly a 
century the old Presbyterian Churches in England — among them 
Matthew Henry's — have degenerated even so far as that. 

It will be remembered that there are nearly one hundred congre- 
gations of (Scottish) United Presbyterians in England, between 
whom and those of whom I now speak, there are negotiations go- 
ing on for Union, which will probably be successful — certainly, if 
the Union takes place in Scotland. There are, also, other Presby- 
terian ministers and congreerations, connected with neither of them, 
but sympathizing with the Scottish Establishment. Dr. Cumming, 
of London, is one of them. 

I had been in Glasgow from early in August to the 5th of 
September, except ten days spent in Girvan and Stranraer, 
already mentioned. I had seen many of the leading ministers, 
had prepared a circular, using the draft gotten up in Belfast, 
and appended a goodly list of well-known Scottish clergymen ; had 
seen it through the printer's hand, had made an arrangement with 
one of my colleagues, Mr. M., for the calling of a ministers' meet- 
ing on September 21st, had obtained by the kindness of an elder 
of Mr, Wallace's congregation, a list of "givers" in that city, had 
found that my health had not improved daring my efforts to eain 
attention to our purpose and awaken an interest in it, and had be- 
come satisfied that a later period would be the proper time for 
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work here. To go to Edinbargh at the beginning of September 
to explore, would be of no use ; ministers, lawyers and the better 
classes generally, were absent and would be for another month. 
In these circumstances, I determined to take a run to France, 
and, if possible, to Switzerland. This I did, purposing to return 
in season for the Contemplated meeting. 

I left London, f September 8th, for Paris by way ofKewhaven 
and Dieppe ; the former a small seaport in the south of England, 
to which we were borne by rail in about three hours through a highly- 
cultivated and slightly undulating country, with no remarkable 
point until near the port, where we were among the chalk hills 
which continue far down in France toward Dijon. Where I fii^t 
saw them, they are gentle acclivities — long swells, perhaps a couple 
,of hundred feet high; covered with grass or grain; but sin- 
gularly marked by depressions shaped like a funnel, or as they 
are on the side hill, resembling precisely the cavity made in the 
side of a heap of grain by opening a hole below and allowing 
the grain to run down beneath. Some of thenj seemed to be quite 
large, tsvo or three hundred feet or more across the top of 
the opening, others not more than fifty ; all, however, the same 
shape — had the ground been level they would have been exactly 
funnel shaped. They appeared again in France in the valley of 
the Seine. They are quite numerous ; on one occasion, a dozen 
or more were in sight at one time. I did not learn how theyare 
supposed to have been formed. It cbtild hardly have been by the 
chalk running down ; for where does it go to ? And yet it looks 
just as if it did. 

We left Newhaven at 10, A. M., and had a beautiful passage of 
five hours to the French coast, the sea being as smooth as a 
pond. Sometimes, however, the channel passage is very trying 
and not without danger. Soon after leaving the harbor, I had 
brought clearly before me, the origin of the name Albion given to 
England by her continental neighborsi The chalk hills extend 
to the coast, and there appear aslong ridges, their ends projecting 
into the sea, and worn until they present a succession of white 
elevated cliffs, with low valleys between — this, as far as the eye 
can reach. Hence, Albion, the white country, from albus^ the Latin 
word for white. 

The company on board, mainly composed of English excursion- 
ists, was very quiet and orderly. They seemed, most of them, 
quite happy ; glad, no doubt, to make their escape for a time from 
^he toils and discomfort of town life, and full of anticipations, not 
all to be realized, of high enjoyment in seeing a strange country, 
but especially the sights of Paris. I was amused with the eflforts of a 
Cockney to learn French enough during our short voyage to do him 
on his tour. He had a Vocabulary, and had button-holed a little 
Frenchman, a resident of Newhaven, who was returning to his na- 
tive place for a brief visit, and was making use of him as teacher ; 
but the sounds he made, supposing, at the same time, that he was 
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speaking French, wc>re exceedingly ludicrous. His teacher gave 
him up after a short experiment. 

The French coast line is winding, and the shore somewhat 
white like the English coast. It is rocky, and does not, of course, 
look very promising. Dieppe is a small town, on the southern 
border of a creek which constitutes its harbor. We landed at 3, 
P. M., and made our way to the railroad station to take the train 
for Paris. Here I found myself for the first time in my life among 
a people speaking only a foreign tongue. It gives rise to a new 
sensation ; your ears seem, to a great extent, to have lost their chief 
use, and you feel as if you were tongue-tied. I understood some 
French, enough to make my way from place to place, and inquire 
about some of the objects by the road, but for some time it was of 
the less advantage to me, for they talked so rapidly and clipped their 
words, or ran them together, so that an unpracticed ear could 
scarcely separate them. I soon found, however, that, in all quar- 
ters — hotels, cars, &c., thererwere persons enough who spoke both 
French- and English, and so a large part of the difficulty as it struck 
me at first, was obviated. 

We had a fine trip to Paris, most of the way up the valley of the 
Seine. The appearance of nearly every thing is strange. The 
houses are tall, narrow, long, and, generally, in country places, 
seemed to me old and shackling, as if it would not be hard to throw 
them down. The fruit-trees were often completely covered with 
caterpillars. Forest trees were few. The cows, ana other cattle, 
were fettered in some way. This was owing to the fact, nearly 
universal in France, that there are no fences, hence cattle are bound 
or herded. The fields — if they can be called so — are generally 
mere strips of land, long and narrow, like magnified garden beds ; 
some in vines, some in potatoes, some in grain, others in grass or 
turnips, &c. This is owing to the minute subdivision of property 
in this country under the operation of the Code Napoleon, which 
reptires every man's fixed property to be equally divided among 
his children at his decease. At present, the great body of French 
farmers are subsisting on places of but four to eight acres. 

We passed near Rouen, the ancient capital of Normandy, and 
the best specimen of a very old city, in the kingdom. I could not 
stop, and, of course, was obliged to forego the satisfaction of in 
specting its antiquities. Here in 1480, Joan of Arc, the " Maid of 
Orleans,** was barbarously burned by the orders of the English 
commander. Wo also passed Poissy, a beautiful town, surrounded 
by many country seats. It is sixteen miles from Paris, on the south 
bank of the Seine. Here in 1661 was held the great " Conference 
of Poissy,*' in which Theodore Beza triumphantly defended the 
Protestant faith against the assembled prelatical power of France, 
iu presence of the court and the nobility. 

It was rather late when we arrived in Paris, and, at this time, 
I remain.ed but a single night. The next day I journeyed to tie- 
neva. Of this hereafter. J. M. W. 
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THE SHBE KiSIHIBI, OE IITANT. 

It i8 by far the largest stream that empties into this sea (the Medi- 
terranean), except the Orontes. Both of these rise in the great plain 
of Ccelo-Syria and close together. The Orontes flows north, the 
latter sonth and south-west. The watershed of the valley between 
the two Lebanons is somewhere about Lebweh, but the farthest 
permanent source of the Litany is the copious Ain es Sultan ,at 
Baalbek. Even this is entirely used up during the season of irri- 
gation, and not a drop of its water reaches the sea. Numerous 
K>untains, however, rise out of the centre of the plain, and being 
joined^ first by the strong stream, of Zahleh, and afterward by the 
much larger one from Anjur (Ain Jur)^ the united river meanders 
through the lower Bukah in a southerly direction, some fifteen 
miles, to Jub Jenin. Below that it flows in a constiantly narrow- 
ing vale for six or seven miles, to Jisr Kuraone. Not far from this 
bridge its volume is increased by the Btream from the noble foun* 
tains of Mushsgharah. From this onward the Litany is engaged 
in a furious struggle with Lebanon for a passage to the sea. It 
has cut out for itself a narrow grove in the solid strata so deep that 
no one at a little distance aside from it would suspect that a pow- 
erful river rushed between him and the opposite rocks. Yet there 
it is at the bottom of the chasm, all in a foam of vexation, leaping, 
darting, roaring along. Now it whirls round the jutting base of 
some mighty clitf so sharply that you are sure it bursts from the rock 
itself. Below it runs madly against another towering wall,from which 
you see no escape; but it does, and, darting along the base at a ter- 
rible rate, launches its whole force against a similar barrier, only 
to recoil in shattered fragments, and shoot like an arrow down some 
secret pathway, quite hidden by overhanging rocks and interlacing 
sycamores. After about ten miles of this work, it does, in reality, 
come forth from the dark mouth of the mountain. At a place called 
Kuweh — window — it has tunneled through a rock more than ninety 
tfeet thick, and comes out quietly at we bottom of this solemn 
chasm. Not long to rest, however, for immediately afterward it 
springs madly down among large boulders, reduced in width to 
half a dozen feet, but of depth unknown. The road passes over this 
natural bridge from Wady et Teim to Nihah, on Lebanon. Some 
six or eight miles farther south, the road from Jezzin to Hashbeiya 
crosses at Jisr Burgus, and there the traveler has a fine specimen 
of our river and its behavior among the rocks. But you must look 
upon it from the cliffs of Blat, some five miles below, where it is 
eight hundred feet beneath you, tearing at the very roots of Leba- 
non, and rasping out a passage for itself with mighty din and des- 
perate haste. I have sat for hours in a sort of dreaming ecstacy, 
gazing into this chasm — ^have let myself down from crag to crag 
until 1 stood all alone at the bottom — have reclined midway up its 
wall upon some projectinff shelf, and watched, now the timid: conies 
creep out and sun themselyes, and now the bold eagles going and 
returning to their eyries in the cliffs. There are thousands of 
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them, and tbeir mancBuvers, particularly when coming home, are 
veiy entertaining. There come a pair of them, just visible in the 
blue depths of heaven. See how they sail round and round, in 
ever narrowing gyrations, as Milton's rrince of Darkness, 

<< Down from the ecliptic 
Threw his steep flight in many an aery wheel.'' 

And now, right over the chasm, they poise themselves a moment; 
then, like a bolt from the clear sky, down, down they come, head 
foremost, with wings collapsed ; sinking far below their eyrie, they 
round to in a grand parabola, and then, with two or three back- 
ward flaps of their huge pinions to check their fall, like the 
wheels of a steam-boat reversed, they land in safety among their 
damorous children. / Now take the glass, and see how they di- 
vide among their gross and greedy chicks the prey which they 
have brought from far. Come toBlat, vain man, and answer thy 
Maker. Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make 
her nest on high ? She dwellcth and abideth on the rock, upon 
the crag of the rock and the strong place. From thence she 
seeketh the prey ; her eyes behold afar off. Iler young ones also 
snck up blood, and " where the slain are, there is she.'* Job 89 : 
27-30. 

Moses, in that beautiful ode which he spake in the ears of all 
the con|^regation of Israel, refers to the habits of the eagle in a way 
which I have never understood: **As an eagle stirreth up her 
nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh 
them, beareth them on her wings, so the Lord did lead him." 
Deut 32: 11, 12. Do you suppose that the present eagle literally 
beareth her young on her wings ? 

It is not necessary to press every poetical figure into strict pro- 
saic accuracy. The notion, however, appears to have been preva- 
lent among the ancients, that the eagle did actually take up her 
vet timid young and carry them forth to teach them how, and em- 
bolden them to try their own pinions. To this idea Moses seems 
to refer in Exodus 19:4: *'Ye have seen what I did unto the 
Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought jou 
unto myself." The fact is not impossible ; the eagle is strong 
enough to do it, but I am not aware. that such a thing has ever 
been ^witnessed. I myself, however, have seen the old eagle fly 
round and round the nest, and back and forth past it, while the 
young ones fluttered and shivered on the edge, as if eager, but afraid 
tolau!ich forth from the giddy precipice. And no wonder, for the 
nest* 'is on high," and a fall from thence would end their flight 
for ever. If Moses was not the author of Job, they seem both to 
have been familiar with this bird and his habits. One allusion is 
very striking: " Her eyes behold afar off." Job 89 : 29. The power 
of vision in the eagle is amazing, almost incredible. No sooner 
does a kid fall in the wilderness among the thick bushes than some 
of these keen-sighted hunters after prey notice it from their path- 
way in mid-heaveuy and,* circling round and round, they pounce 
4 
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down iip6n, aind bear it away to their nest. This aj)pear8 to be 
done purely by sight. 

To what fact in the life of the eagle does the Psalmist refer in 
the promise to the righteous that they shall renew their youth like 
the eagles ? Ps. 103 : 5. 

Perhaps merely to his coming forth in a fresh costume, and in. 
youthful beauty after the moulting season ; or it may refer to the 
fact that this royal bird is long-lived, and, retains his vigor to ex- 
treme old age. 

But we have not yet done with our river. Turning westward, 
below Blat, it htis cut a channel across the southern end of Leba- 
non, at a place called the Khutweh, some two hundred feet long, 
and so very narrow that I have set on the west side and laid my 
hand on the opposite precipice, which rises at least one hundred feet 
perpendicular above the water. The river darts, swift as an arrow, 
through this groove, and, like the shuddering visitor, seems to hold 
its breath in terror. From this onward for a few miles the scenery 
is less wild, until it turns the corner, south of the castle of Shukif, 
and makes hitherward toward the sea. This last descent of eigh- 
teen or twenty miles abounds in noble scenery, but it must be 
seen to be appreciated. The whole length of the Litany, with its 
countless doublings, cannot be less than one hundred and twenty 
miles, and in that distance it descends full four thousand f^et. Eu- 
ropean engineers have entertained the idea of carrying a railway 
up the Litany to- the Eukah, from whence it could easily pass to 
Hamath, Aleppo and the Euphrates, and also to Damascus, Pal- 
myra and Bagdad ; but no one will dream of such an enterprise 
who has explored the long wild gorge, and found out what it really 
is. This river is not mentioned inthe Bible. Perhaps it is too 
iar north to come in the way of Biblical narrative. It seems to 
have formed the northern boundary of the territory actually sitbdued 
by Israel, for I cannot find a single city on this side of it inhabited 
by either Naphtali or Asher, though David and Solomon may have 
held a temporary and not very well defined sway over some places 
farther north than even Sidon. * * * * Asher and Na'ph tali 
came to the Kasimieh, and we can trace their actual possessions 
thus far, but no farther; and we have, therefore, in this river ihe 
divider, a sort of second Jordan to the Holy Land. — The Land 
and the Book. 



CBITICISK ON RET. 11: 1§. 

'< And tbe seventh angel soxtncled ; and there were great voices in heaven, say- 
ing, The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lor^ ik&d 
of his Christ." 

Inasmuch as the term " world" may signify either the ** globe,*' 
or the world as, alienated from God, the phrase, ^^kifij^oms of this 
world'* is ambiguous. It may denote the "kin^oma/' the "na- 
tions," which h&ye their *4ocal habitation" on thw globe, or it may 
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cbaracterize thecd as earthly ia spirit, in purpose, in operation ; ^^of 
this world," either as m i^, or as imbued with its dispositions. We 
prefer the former view. The nations here, are those made up of men 
on earth ; " nations,'* neither angelic nor spiritual, but human. 

The phrase comprehends all nations then existing. It is general, 
fiuggesting no restriction, nor admitting of any ; .for such an ex- 
pession as " the kingdoms of this world are," is the precise equiva- 
lent of "att the kingdoms," &c. It is, of course, no olyection to 
this statement, that all are styled *' kingdoms," for this term in- 
clodes a natidh under any kind of government, regal, imperial, re- 
publican or democratic. 

Of the "nations of the world" it is affirmed, that they "are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ We have said 
that we prefer to understand the phrase " of this world" in the sense 
of "tn this world." It is implied, however, in this last clause, that 
whatever they may have been before the change here ushered in, 
they were not godly or Christian kingdoms before ; for only now, 
"they are become^" &c. And, surely, no evangelical Protestant re^ 
quires any fresh argument to satisfy him on this point. It is pos- 
sible there may be found among some tribes of men, who but lately 
^ were heathen and savage, such a public spirit and such institutions 
as may be so denominated ; but it is not so with the great nations 
of the world, even of Christendom. Some, indeed, say— some pro- 
fessed Christians, some who we hope are real Christians — that a na- 
tion is not required to he organically ^^ Christian," whatever we may 
judge of the "godly." Still the fact will not be disputed, that the 
kiujEfdoms are not so n<>w. 

The phrase, "of our Lord and of his Christ," embraces a gre^t 
deal. It includes : 1st. A confession of the being of " Ggd and of his 
Ohrirt;" for, let it be observed, this text does i\ot state that any 
new rights or prerogatives are yet to accrue to our Lord and his 
Christ— this is impossible. It must be interpreted as referring ex- 
clusively to a coming change in man's perceptions and feelings in 
regard to the divine claims, which even now exist in all their pleni- 
tude. 2. A confession of their right of natit^nal property and control. 
"The kingdomj3 of" — -belonging to, as theirs ; a declaration, in the 
strongest terms, that the divine supremacy is seen and admitted. 
Of course, this embraces necessarily an acknowledgment of the law, 
as law, authoritative and supreme. 3. It includes the actual conformity 
of the nations, in due measure, to the divine character of the Lord and of 
his Christ. 4. All this, be it observed, is affirmed regarding the Lord, the 
Faster, and the Lokd Cheist, in ike same terms. When these king- 
doms become the "I*ord*s*' kingdoms, they become " Christ V 
kingdoms to all the same intents and purposes. They cannot be- 
come the Lord's — so we may infer — unless they become "Christ's." 
If this were entirely new doctrine, only introduced near the end of 
Revelation, wo might be startled, but it is as.old, in the BiWc^ as the 
first promise, and pervades the Word of (Jod throughout 

5: This is instructive to us and to the nations now, and moreover^ 
teaches duty as well as truth. It is a prophetie p^ts^age^ it is. true, 
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ftnd all prophecy 18, by no means, d^^eijcrned to teach hnroan doty ; 
but much of it is. When we find aprediction, introduced, as this is, 
in connection with the acclamations and thanksgivings of the four 
and twenty elders, and of all the inhabitants of heaven (Rev. 11 : 16, 
17), and these "voices" and thanksgivings aroused immediately by 
this — that the Lord had "taken to him his great power and 
reigned," we are not left in doubt about this matter. " The king- 
doms of this world" will then become no more than they should be ; 
and as the law of God is now perfect, and its authority absolute — 
as the law of Qod is not lowered at any time to the l^vel of human 
ignorance or evil passions, they will then do no more than the na- 
tions, having revelation, are bound to do now. 

"We find in this passage : 

1. That the nations now need reformation — such reformation as 
will make them Christian. They need this in all the particulars 
mentioned above. 2. Kations to be Christian must honor Christ. 
8. True Christian teaching will declare this. It is no Christian 
teaching, but infidel, that declares that it is enough now^ if a nation 
acknowledge the being and supremacy of God; but omits Christ. 
And it is devilish teaching, which says that it would be wrong in a 
nation to own Christ because there may be Jews and infidels in its 
bounds. If the rights of Christ's enemies are of such sort, in this 
connection, and so sacred, how many would be required to block 
the wheels of a movement toward a national owning of Christ ? 
Would not one be enough ? i Truly it would so. The rights of one 
conscience — the genuine rights — ^are as sacred as the rights of a 
thousand. But how monstrous to imagine, that amid the shouts 
of the hosts of heaven, at the blowing of the seventh trumpet, 
some one voice was heard, forbidding any recognition of the Lord's 
Christ! 4. All true Christian teaching tends this way. Hence, all 
who are laboring for the diftusion of the gospel, or in circulating 
the word of God, or in any genuine reformation, are working to- 
ward this result. They may not see this ; clearly, at least. They 
may, through some crafty device of the adversary, be imluced even 
to take rank partially with the enemies of it, but whatever truth 
they utter is working out the grand consummation. Hence, again, 
we rejoice in what is done by evangelical Christians of all sects, yea, 
and will rejoice. 5. This national reformation will come in only 
as the issue of great judgments. Look at the passage. " The sev- 
enth angel sounded; and there were great voices," &c. The sev- 
enth trumpet includes the seven vials; chap. 16. And the seven 
vials are the "seven last plagues.". The passage we have been 
considering presents the happy issue of these plagues ; but it is the 
" issue" that is happy, the plagues will be dreadful. Strange, that 
even Christendom will be brought to own the "easy yoke" and 
" lighi burden" of a precious Saviour, only by severe judgments ! 
But so it is. The Southern States of this country are even yet kick- 
ing against the "imposition" of the best thing that ever happened 
them — liberty throughout their borders. So the nations ever do. 
Nothing but intense sufiering will bring them to their knees ; and 
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not even this, unless the grace of God accompanies it. There 
must be sufterin^ yet in Christendom, great sufferipg ; war and 
pestilence will unite in their work of blood — and the day appears 
to be just at hand. May this land learn wisdom in time. To bring 
it to this, should be, as Christians and patriots, our earnest, constant 
and prayerful effort. ' J. M. W., 



LAYING ON OF HANDS. 

We cheerfully insert tke following sent by a highly esteemed ruling elder, 
id though not entirely agreeing with him in his conclusion in regard to the mode 
of ordaining ruling elders. T. S. 

In introducing new practices into the church, two things are ne- 
cessary : First, that the thing be public, that there raajr be uniform- 
ity; and second, that it have a warrant. The practice of ordain-/ 
ing elders by the laying on of hands has been introduced quietly, 
for the writer knew nothing of it till he saw it in a letter of Mr. 
Steele. Now I think this thing should come before the church 
publicly, and should have a warrant. Our first term of commun- 
ion requires a belief and practice according to God's word, and be- 
sides there is implied a defect in the ordination of those that have 
been ordained without the laying on of hands, not only in the Re* 
formed Presbyterian Church, but in all the other branches of the 
Presbyterian Church. I do not say that laying on of hands in or- 
daining elders is a bad thing, but I want to magnify my office, and 
I do not see how any otie can give what he did not receive. 

"Laying on of hands" is named about eighteen times in the 
New Testament, but for different purposes. It is used four times 
to express taking persons. Mat. 26 : 50, Acts 4 : 8, and 6: 18, and 
21 : 27. Twice it is used in connection with blessing, Mat. 19 : 13, 
and Mark 10: 16, *' And he laid his hands on them, and blessed 
them." Six times it is used along with miraculous healing. Mat. 
9 : 18, Mark 4 : 6, Luke 4 : 40, and 13 : 18, Acts 9 : 12, and 19 : 11, 
and 28 : 8. It was also the sign of conferring the Iloly Ghost. 
Acts 8 : 17, "And when they had laid their hands on them they re- 
ceived the Holy Ghost." 19 : 6, "And when Paul had laid his hands 
cm them, the Holy Ghost came upon them." 2 Tim. 1: 6, "I put 
thee in remembrance, that thou stir up the gift of God, which is 
in thee by the putting on of my hands." 

The apostles also mid on hands for other purposes. Acts 13: 
8, " And when they had fasted Jtnd prayed, and laid their hands on 
them, they sent them away ;" 6 : 6, "Whom they set before the apos- 
tles; and when they had praved, they laid their hands on them." I 
think they were ordained by prayer, and after prayer hands were 
laid on them that thev might receive the Holy Ghost. However 
this may be, I see nothing nere to warrant the laying on of hands 
in ordination. It may be that hands were laid on to ordain dea- 
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cou6, and the apostles may have been in the presbytery that or- 
dained Timothy. But there appears nothing thus far in the exam- 
Ele of either the Redeemer or his apostles to warrant laying on o^ 
ands in ordination. In Mark 3 : 14, we are told " he ordained twelve, 
tiiat they inight be with him, and that he might send them forth to 
preach." The warrant for the laying on of hands in the ordination 
of ministers is found in 1 Tim. 4 : 14, "Neglect not the gift that 
is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
the hands of the presbytery." 

Ruling elders are recognized in 1 Tim. 6 : 17, " Let the elders 
that rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially they 
who labor in word and doctrine." From this it appears that there 
are some who do not labor in word and doctrine, but who rule. lu 
Titus 1 : 5, Paul says to Titus, "For this cause left I thee in Crete, 
that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and or^ 
dain elders in every city." It might be inferred from what follows 
that ministers are meant, this I will not attempt to decide ; but 
merely ask, how could he ordain elders ? He was not the presbytery. 
In Acts 14 : 23, we find a clear case of the ordination of elders, 
*^ And when they had ordained the elders in everv church, and had 
prayed with fasting, they commended them to tlie Lord." These 
elders were ordained by prayer and fasting, 

A minister ordained by the laying on of hands of the presbytery 
has a right to a seat in our ecclesiastical courts by virtue of his office. 
Ministers represent the Lord Jesus, not the people. "Now then 
we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
ns: we pray you in Christ's stead, bete reconciled to God," 2 Oor. 
6 : 20. An elder has to be appointed and certified. I believe the 
session have the right to nominate candidates for election. This 
right is perhaps prudently waived to avoid the suspicion of £ft]iati- 
cism. But it is only a kind of Congregationalism. 



EfiOeiTION OP TIE FIBEDMEN. 

Messrs. Editors : — The Board of Education, as already intimat- 
ed in its report^ located the school at Northwood, on the condition 
that the funds necessary to purchase the College should be raised 
in this vicinitv. The money has been raised, and the property, se* 
cured by deed, is now in the possession of Synod's Board. Funds 
have also been raised in this community for the purpose ef erect- 
ing a belfry and cnpola on the College and making other neces- 
sary repairs. 

The Board has not yet secured a class of colored pupils, though 
steps have been taken in that direction. Welby Williams, a boy 
from the Natchez Mission, now with us, is doing well and is very 
promising. W. J. Roberts, a young man, a member of our church, 
from Southern Illinois, is also doing well. We have letters direct- 
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ing attention to others, 8ome of whom we will doubtless accept. 
A few extracts may be interesting to our people. 

Mrs. Edgerton, matron of the Colored Orphans' Asylum in Nat- 
chez, writes in reference to a boy and girl: *'The boy is about 
ten or eleven, not more, is an orphan, was raised on a planta- 
tion, is black; his features are very good. Be came to us last 
January, perfectly ignorant of a book. He reads now in the fourth 
reader, adds and subtracts readily, memorizes very quickl3% singa 
well. He is remarkable for a keen sense of honor and pro- 
priety, and is perfectly trustworthy, does errands with dignity and 
dispatch, and correctly. Seldom seen among children. He is not 
at all forward, but on the contrary rather retiring, but prompt. 
Wo have a girl fourteen. Her mother, I think, is a very intel- 
ligent woman. The girl's father graduated at eighteen years 
of age. She is white, her mother a mulatto. The girl is very 
smart, is quite a scholar now, and is always master of her lessons 
and learns them very quickly, never leaves a lesson till she thor- 
oughly understands it. She is retiring and lady-like in her man- 
ners, affectionate and kind to all. We are very anxious to educate 
her for a teacher. Her mother will clothe her and buy or pay for 
her books, and do what more she can toward her expenses. Her 
whole aim is to educate that child." Are not these gems worth 
picking up and publishing ? 

Mrs. Edgerton adds: *' I am very much astonished at the intel- 
ligence of these children. We have a very interesting family, and 
could we be permitted to continue this institution, we should want 
to retain these children a year longer, but we expect we shall be 
obliged to dose, perhaps in January, for want of a building. This is 
a glorious work, and I hope I may, in God's providence, be permit- 
ted to continue mj^ labors among them in some way for years to 
come.'* 

Mr. Smith, teacher of a colored school in Nashville, writes : " I 
have several scholars who I have reason to believe would make 
eminent t^ichers^ if they could have the advantages to be derived 
from a year's tuition at your institution. I wish you to inform me 
upon what terms students are received, and whether, if they are 
unable to defray their own expenses, they will be borne by the in- 
stitution. 

"I kbow a young lady who attends my school, who if she could 
attend your institution for the term of one year, would be one of 
the most useful persons that I am acquainted with. She is very 
anxious to become a student at your college." Should not help 
be extended to such ? 

Another lady writing from Memphis, says : " Miss Mitchel, the 
able And efficient matron of the Orphans* Home on President's Is- 
land, has among her children a child of promising parts ; a little 
girl, twelve years of age, quick to learn, lady-like and dignified, if 
you will allow the latter term applied to a mere child; indeed, to- 
tally different from other colored children around her, whom Miss 
M. thinks would improve such advantages as you propose to con- 
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fer. She is an orphan, has two sisters in Ohio, little girls, whom 
Miss Jennie Buck took north with her, ' Josie* is a delicate 
child and can never raake a support by hard labor, but once fitted 
for a teacher, if she lives, might be independent." 

Rev. A. Y. Hall, of Chicago, makes inquiry for the admission of 
a mulatto girl, a young woman, who is very desirous to become a 
papil in our school. After stating that she was born a slave in 
Richmond, Va., came to St. Louis when seven years old, was sold 
down south to Jackson,. Miss., one year before the rebellion, re- 
mained there till after the surrender of Vicksburg, came back to 
St. Louis, went traveling with a family, and finally stopped in Chi- 
cago, Mr. Hall (colored) writes: ''But what she most desired she 
has always been deprived of. Aft^r hearing your sermon at Bethel 
and your lecture at the chapel, she has applied to me to see if 
there is a possibility of admission to your school." 

In my tour through the church in the West, I discovered un- 
usual sympathy with this work. It was so everywhere. I seldom 
asked for money of anybody, black or white, church member or infi- 
del, who did not give me more or less. If the school be managed 
properly and judiciously, the church in the West will give it a 
united support Mr. Samuel M*Elhenny, of Sharon congregation, 
well known for his liberality, told me he had $500 for us lor the 
education of the colored boys and girls, but would not put it into 
our hands till the next meeting of Synod. He stated that it had 
been his resolution long rince to give that amount for that purpose, 
but did not expect to have it so soon. Are there not others in the 
church who are disposed to do something of the same kind ? 

I have promised the subsicribers to this fund a report in fall- 
As much that was subscribed was to be paid oh the Ist of January, 
and has not yet come to hands, I withhold it for the present till it 
can be made complete. 

In answer to many inquiries, it is proper to state that J. R. Newell, 
elected as Principal to the Normal Department, has declined 
the position, owing to his pret?ent engagement. Rev. J. C. K. Mi^ 
ligan has thus far considered it premature to either accept or de- 
cline. For the present the school will remain self-supporting, as 
heretofore, and the tuition for colored pupils will be paid by the 
Board. J. L. M'Cartney, Sec*y, of Board. 



WASHINGTON MISSION. 

The following is an extract from a letter acknowledging receipt 
of sundry boxes of clothing. &c., forwarded for use of freed people 
at Washington, D. C; published to show how such kindness is ap- 
preciated : 

''We have received a pretty good supply of shoes, and though 
some of them are rather narrow for our kind of feet, we can make 
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them cover and keep warm. We have feet of all sizes that we can 
fit to shoes at any time. Yonr ideas in relation to sending^ new 
strong material instead of second hand clothing are correct, though 
we would not like to dictate. Some people prefer to wear the new 
clothes themselves. We do need work for our women, and they 
are thankful to get it, and some of them are quite capable of doing 
it. What we wish, and feel that we need, is to have laborers 
enough here to establish a regular Sewing School, but we are so 
over-worked with the care of the children, that we have little 
strength left for the other work which we see needing to be done. 
We shall try, however, and begin something in that line, if it is not 
quite so systematic. 

Our dinner came off on New Years. We trimmed up our rude 
church as tastefully as possible, giving it the appearance of a cheer- 
ful dining hall. Several good speeches, including one by a colored 
man of finished education, were delivered, and the children enliv- 
ened the whole with their songs. But the eating was the great 
part with them. We had bread and butter, boiled ham, rolls, cold 
chicken, pies, cheese, cakes and apples, and the fingers and mouths 
went pretty lively. Most of the children had never seen so much 
to eat at once, and pne of the men said, " I have seen such a din- 
ner before, but I was not in it;-* another man said, " I don't know 
what to say, I can't say anything but thank God and the friends ;" 
another, "I never seen no New Years like dis afore." One woman 
said the next day, that she " tank de Lor and pray for the teachers 
and all de friends afore she got up in de mornin ;*' another said 
*'They must be mighty good people up north, and I would do any 
thing in the world to accommodate them.** Perhaps you do not 
care for these details, but it shows how you and we are appreciated. 
We fed bountifully nearly 800, and would have been glad to feed 
all the "poor and hungry " around us, but we had not room for moro 
than those of our own schools. We enjoyed the day very much 
ourselves, and the colored people "enjoyed it elegant." We are 
distributing our clothing as well as we can, but shall be able to do 
more in that way when we open school next week. We are sorry 
that the Board could not see their way clear to send another labor- 
er, here, but suppose we must not blame them, since it is the 
church that supplies what they disburse. We are determined, 
however, that what we do we will do better, if it is not so much. 

Please remember us with thanks to all the kind ladies and friends 
who have aided in forwarding comforts to the colored people under 
our care, and be assured that our hearts are cheered and our hands 
strengthened by these tangible evidences that in our arduous 
-work here we are not forgotten by friends at home." 0. 



WABBiNOToir, Jan. Sfh, 1866. 

Tub prompt and liberal response to the appeal made in behalf of 
the colored people connected with this Mission has been most en- 
couraging. Besides providing a bountiful New Year's dinner for 
about 3u0 scholars connected with our schools, we are enabled to 
relieve the wants of many destitute and suffering families. 
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Byihe wise liberality of seyeral donors, we have been fnrni^bed 
with material which affords Employment to a Sewing Circle or In- 
dustrial School, which has just been formed. On the first day 
aboveone hundred eolored women bad theirnames enrolled as work- 
ers. It must be evident to all, that in this way a double benefit is 
conferred on these people. They are furnished employment and 
taught how to werlc, and at the same time are enabled to obtain 
clothing for themselves and families, without the feeling that they 
are entirely dependent. 

It is hoped that this work which has been so auspiciously begun, 
without plan or scheme of ours, but simply by the wise fore- 
thought and suggestions of some donors, and by the situation of 
hundreds of unemployed, untaught and needy persons around us, 
may be prosecuted and enlarged, so as to meet more fully the wants 
Qt this people. 

It is found that something of the nature of an Industrial School 
is of great importance, almost a necessity, to a successful Mission 
among the freed people. 

It is not strange that women who have been employed all their 
life as field hands should be very deficient in habits of economy, 
cleanliness, and even industry in household matters. 

In the midst of the toils and difficulties of our work, it is very 
cheering to feel that we have the co-qperation, sympathy and 
prayers of distant and near friends. 

Mabt E. Armour. 



CHBECH SITBftSIOR—FSNDS REBBBD. 

Dear Brethren — We are compelled to make, for the second 
tirae^ an earnest appeal to your liberality on behalf of the **Board 
of Church Extension.'* Our former one has, thus far, met with 
no general response, and consequently we are not able to afibrd the 
required assistance to new and feeble congregations.. This delin- 
quency places such congregations in an exceedingly embarrassiDg 
position — they cannot seek assistance by the former method of 
" begging," for the reason that this is understood to intierfere with the 
"Board " and to thwart the purpose of its appointment; and they 
eannot receive aid from the <* Board," because it has no funds to dis- 
pense— -consequently they itt« left without hope of assistance from 
any quarter. 

We have thus far received collections from less than one half 
dozen congregations, and these for the most part of the smaller 
and pecuniarily weaker class, so that the "Board," so far from be- 
ing able to carry out the purpose of its creation, is a positive ob- 
struction and hindrance. 

We already hear discouraging remarks and predictions of feilure. 
Of course, without your assiatance, this, like every other scheme 
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must fail, fail disastrously. The appointment of a Board does not create 
funds. . . 

But it need not fail, ought not to fail, we believe will not fail. 

We only ask that the officers of each congregation give the 
people an opportunity to contribute. A liberal collection from 
each congregation will furnish our treasury with funds suffl^ 
cient to meet present demands. We mnnoi believe that this will be mth-- 
held. 

Sister churches are pus,hing this matter with the greatest energy, 
and find it one of their most efficient agencies. The Congregation- 
alists have resolved to raise {200, 000 for this purpose the present 
year. We believe the Reformed Presbyterian Church to be, accord- 
ing to its means, the most liberal in the country, and will not be- 
lieve that it will fall behind in this work. 

In behalf, then, of struggling and necessitous congregations — in 
behalf of that kingdom whose extension we all desire, and on the 

ground of Synod's pledge given in the very appointment of this 
oard, we make this additional appeal, and most respectfully but 
urgently invite your attention to this matter. All funds or appli- 
cations for the current year should be forwarded on or before the 
15th of March next. 

That the Head' of the Church may direct you in this as in all 
other matters that concern the interests of the Church, is the prayer 
of vours, on behalf of the Board, 

J. R. W. Sloanb, Presideni. 
J. K. MiLLiOAN, Secretary. 



THE FOBEION MISSION. 



The attention of Pastors, Sessions and Congregations is reapect- 
fuUy but earnestly solicited to the fact that comparatively small 
contributions have been received for the Syrian Mission during the 
last nine or ten months. Remittances for salary and mission ex- 
penses have to be made regularly, and the cost of exchange is still 
high. The regular annual collections for tbis fund have not been 
taken, owing, perhaps, to the special effort made about a year since 
to meet extraordinary emergencies. The Board ask that attention 
be given to the matter immediately^ and that moneys be forwarded 
to the Treasurer, Mr. William Brown, 1635 Locust st, Philadel- 
phia. The senior missionarv. Rev. R. J. Dodds, is now in this 
country, and will take an early opportunity to make a tour through 
the church and present the claims of the Mission. We ask for him 
a kind reception, and in the meanwhile that our congregations 
act with promptitude in replenishing the Mission fund. 
By direction of Board. 

Samuel 0. Wylib, Chairman. 

T. P. Stevenson, Secretary. 
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THE AHERICAR BIBLE SOCIBTT. 

It will be well if the claims of this noble institution are not m 
some measure overlooked while contributions are made to other im- 
portant causes. The emancipation of slaves has opened a new 
and extensive field claiming immediate attention. Means should 
at once be put into the hands of the managers to meet the demand. 
Let no one, from the pretext of giving more to other causes, neglect 
this. 

iWe read with pleasure the fact that the congregation of Jona- 
than's Creek has made their pastor, Rev. A. MTarland, a life 
member of the A. B. Society, as a New Year's gift; and bis two 
sons, lately returned from the war, have conferred a similar honor 
on their mother. In that small congregation, consisting of thirty- 
eight members, nearly one hundred ana twenty dollars have been 
paid into the funds of the Society. Let other congregations bo 
stimulated by this example to do likewise. 



OBlTViRIES. 



Again has death entered the dwelliag where at intervals two darling 
children were taken away. The beloved wife and mother is now no QM>re. 
But the sorrow of this death did not come wdth stunning suddenness, and it is 
soothed by the final tranquil scene of the djins: saint. Mrs. Margaret 
Anne Burns fell asleep in the Lord on Friday, July 21st, 1865. Her birth 
was on November 20th, 1822. She was the wife of Samuel Rea Burns, an 
elder in the Conoeocheague church, near Ohanibersburg, Pennsylvania, and 
daughter of the late John Kenfrew, long an elder also in that congregation. 
Born a child of the covenant, she gave evidence of piety early in life, and was 
admitted to full membership in Uie Beformcd Presbyterian Church, August 
2ath, 1842. 

Mrs. Burns had naturally a retiring disposition. She possessed the meek 
and quiet spirit of a Christian woman. Her piety was based upon principle, 
and was exemplified in her daily study of the Bible, her care for the re igioua 
eultui^e of her little ones, ber studied avoidance of evil speaking, and her 
strict attention to Sabbath observaDce and to family worship. In tne absence 
of her husbaod, she would herself lead her household to the family altav. 
Shall not the voices of that little band — of father and mother and three ohil- 
dren — together sing again ? After their tears, shall not " a reaping-time of 
joy'' be theirs, a raptidbus re-union in singing a new song to Him who has re- 
deemed them to God ? 

Mrs. Burns was blessed with unclouded reason to the very last. Her illness 
dated its beginning in the fearful excitement consequent upon the rebel inva^ 
sion of Pennsylvania in her immediate vicinity, in 1863; and upon the ap- 
proach of the enemy in 1864 and the ^destruction of Chambersburg, her en- 
feebled system received another shpck/living as she was within view of the 
ascending smoke of the burning town. Fully aware that she was soon to die, 
and having expressed her earnest hope and desire that her tender children 
would still be carefully trained in the fear of the Lord; she had but one request 
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to add : she desired all her friends and acquaintances to know that liviDg near 
to Jesus is the only way to procure peace in the djiog hour. And when just 
upon the boundaries of time, she urged individual members of her family, and 
admonbbed all present, to live near to Christ. A little daughter was asked to 
oome and see her '< poor motlier/' when the expiring believer earnestly inter- 
posedy *' No, riih mother," adding, "or, I expect soon to be rich." A whisper 
afterward in the ear of her husband that fehe can speak no more, and the tri- 
umphant spirit was gone. J. F. B. 

Pied in Liverpool, England, July 17th, 1865, -David Cowley, ajred 64 
years. He was born and brought up in county Down, Ireland, near Koock- 
bracken. After mature and careful study of her principles^ he j oined the fellow- 
ship of the Reformed Presbyterian Church at an early age, under the able min- 
istrations of the Rev. Josias Alexander. After Mr. Alexander's death the 
Knockbracken congregation proposed to give a call to Rev. T. Houston to be- 
come their minister.. Mr. C. was one of (he commissioners appointed by them 
to prosecute that business before presbytery. Mr. C. was also present at the 
memorable <' soiree'^ which took place on the evening after Mr. Houston's or- 
dination. 

About the year 1832, Mr. C. removed to Liverpool and became united at 
once with the Reformed Presbyterian congregation there, then numbering but 
few members, and receiving only occasional supplies of preaching from ihe 
church in Ireland. 

In Mr. C. the consrcgaifcion soon found they had received no ordinary ac- 
cession, — for in addition to a thorough knowledge and appreciation of all the 
peculiar principles, doctrines, and practices of the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, he possessed rare ability in the exhibition of these and in enforcing 
uniformly the observance of religious duty. 

Besides Mr. C, the congre^tion received accession of various members 
from Ireland and Scotland, and in 1835 Rev. Simon Cameron of Bally layan 
was appointed to moderate in a call for a minister, which came out unanimous 
for Rev. Jno. Nevin, whose excellent ministrations the congregation enjoyed 
till 1846, when he removed for the purpose of emigrating to America. When 
enjoying only occasional supplies of sermon — in the absence of a fixed pastor^ 
it was in attendance on fellowship meetings where the advantage of Mr. C's. 
society was more particularly felt in its edifying, cheering and instructing in- 
fluence. On those meetings Mr. C. was always conscientious and punctual in 
his attendance, and exercised no little of a conserving influence, by this means, 
in the congregation during the period it was without a stated pastor. In 1857 
the congregation resolved to give a call to a minister, which it did, and had the 
Rev. J. Graham, D. D., from Ayr and formerly of Wishard, installed over 
them as their pastor. In proceedings of such importance Mr. C. was always 
ready to ^ive sound advice and counsel. Though, as expressly stated to the 
church in Scotland, it was to enable and assist the congregation in maintaining 
a true covenanted testimony in all its integrity in Liverpool, that application 
was made to them for a minister. Dr. Graham was not long placed in Liver- 
pool until he manifested an adverse disposition, and Mr. C. was among the first 
to detect his unfaithfulness, which is abundantly manifest fjom the publibhed 
acts and correspondence of Dr. O. and the congregation at the time-^ 
1868-'60. 

Whether Dr. Graham contemplated the division which soon after took plaoe 
in the church in Scotland^ it is unnecessary to say ; but in order to strip the 
old members of the congregation who had amidst so many difficulties, for such 
a lengthened period (vinoe 1823), maintained the eause in Liverpool, and who 
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had called him to aid tliem in promoting the clnireh's principles — ^(n order to 
atrip these of any oh arch property that was or might be eroated, he proceeded^ 
contrary to the resolution of the congregation, ii get th^ ohnroh property Tested 
in the name of one man, a member who had just joined the ehnroh and con- 
gregation, aad would not suffer it to be rested in the name of the trustees 
which the congregation had appointed for the purpose, and it was so disposed 
in the deed that if two-thirds of the congregation wished at. any time to joka 
another denomination the property was theirs — consequently, those who re- 
mained faithful to their profession could have no share in it. Mr. C. opposed 
this movement as soon as be heard of it, with great firmness and power; the 
Dr. showed no desire to change his course, and was quite unable either to cloak 
his proceedings or resist or refute Mr. C's. arguments, but he threatened to sus- 
pend him. Mr. C. attended several meetings of the Dr. and a quasi-Bession which 
he had gathered round him to aid and protect him in carrying out his measures, 
and expostulated with him against the course he had taken, but the Dr. only 
repeated his threat to suspend him, and actually, without either indictment, 
summons, trial or precedent, and in violation of all presby terian order, in the 
most arbitrary manner sent Mr. C. a letter suspending him from the privileges 
of the viable church ! 

As Presbytery, when applied to, refused to move in the matter, Mr. C. chal- 
lenged the Dr., both privately and publicly, to choose four disinterested huneal 
men^nd he would choose four, and let these eight men decide the whole case, 
and if they found that he had done wrong and Dr. G. had done right, he would 
not run away from church discipline, but would esteem it an honor to give pub- 
lic satisfaction before the whole copgregation, three several Sabbaths , but it 
they decided that the Dr. done wrong and he were innocent, he would expect 
the Dr. to make a public acknowledgment To this challenge there was no 
response. 

Mr. Cowley was a man of sober and temperate habits and uninterrupted 
good health ; he wa9 pt&culiarly careful to remember the Sabbath-day to keep 
it holy. He took ill suddenly with disease in his bowels on Friday, and died 
on the Monday following. 

Mr. C. was a great admirer of Dr. Alex. M'Leod of New York, and took 
special delight in his book on the Revelations. It was a pleasing circumstance 
that Rev. Alexander M'Leod MilUgan arrived in Liverpool from America just 
at the time, and visited Mr. C. on his death bed, and conversed and prayed 
with him. Mr. C's. disease by no means impaired his mental faculties. He 
did not regard Dr. Graham's excision of him from the visible church as at all 
likely to bar him out of the heavenly Zion. In conversation with the Rev. Mr. 
Milligan and some religious friends who visited him a few hours before his 
death, he said that '^ he judged the work of sanctification in him was near com- 
plete" — and that ** throwing all his own works and merits overboard at deatb^ 
he would just sail on the plank of divine mercy straight to heaven." ^<The 
memory of the just is blessed." One brother only, named Samuel, survives 
Mr. Cowley, who lives near Pittsburgh, America. Com. 



Died, September 14, )865, at his residence near Greensburg, Pa., Mr. 
George T. Lindsay, of typhoid fever, in the 29th year of his age. His dis- 
ease was contracted from exposure in the army. It was of the most violent 
character from the first, and pronounced hopeless by his physicians on their 
first visit. He endured it with patience and died in peace. He early em- 
braced the principles of a covenanted testimony, under circum8tancee> which 
were calculated to attest the genuineness of his attachment to them, and while 
he lived maintained an earnest and firm adherence to them. Under a modeit 
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and retiring exterior there burned in his bosom an ardent and Kealons lore to 
Gtody and a patriotic desire to see his country free and in sworn allegianoe to 
Christ. He leaves a young wife and only daughter to bewail their imtimely 
widowhood and orphanage. 

James N. Lowry, son of Robert and Nancy Lowry, of Oreensbnrg, Pa., 
fell in the battle of Spotsylvania, on Tuesday , May 10th, 1864. Pierced 
through the heart by a bullet, he died almost instantly. He was scarcely nine- 
teen years of age ; of a very ardent temperament and lively turn of mind, he 
enjoyed highly the socialities of life. Feeling that the war was the instru- 
mentality by which God was about to destroy the institution of slavery, the 
ardor of his feelings carried him into the thinned ranks of the 11th regiment, 
which was home to recruit. From the quiet of his home he was almost in- 
stantly earned into that most fearful struggle of the war, the campaign of the 
Wilderness. From the time that he ei^tered the field, his companions noticed 
in him a marked change. While he never faltered nor thought of retreating, 
he seemed to be deeply impressed with the realities of his position, and to act 
like one standing on the bourne of the spirit-world. 

The ordeal through which he passed was a terrible one. The lesson taught 
was short, but fraught with fearful realities, and we would fondly hope that 
through great tribulation he was brought to the kingdom. He was in the act 
of making a charge when he fell, and his last utterance was a word of encour- 
agement to a compan^9n who was restraining his ardor : '* Do you feel afraid?'' 
His last resting place is unmarked save by the recording angel. 

Both these young men, brothers-in-law, were victims of the slaveholders' 
rebellion, and their blood part of the priceless ransom of our country. O I that 
fSke nation would learn fVom the fields of the dead that lie before us, the fear- 
ful character of Ood's judgments and the danger of being found in a state of 
rebellion against his authority. And let us learn from the heroic pelf-samfice 
of the noble dead to devote ourselves to the regeneration of our highly favored 
but still rebellious land. Con. 



BOOK NOTieBS. 



The Mt.ditbrilavean Islands. Sketches and Stories of their Scenery, Customs, History, 
Painters, &c. By M. G. Sleeper, anthor of " Pictures from the History of the Swiss," 
with illustrations. Boston: Gould k Linoola, 69 Washington St. New York: 
Sheldon k Company. Cincinnati : George S. Blanchard k Co. 1866. 16mo. pp. 
278. For sale by Smith & English, Philadelphia. 

This volume is the first of a series which is intended to furnist 
information concerning countries little known to young readers, 
for whose benefit it is prepared. !l?'acts are set forth in such a man- 
ner as to interest, instruct and improve the mind and heart It is 
a book of solid, substantial truth, and deserves a liberal patronage. 

Thi Wxbklt Evanoklist. a Religions Literary and Family Newspaper. Montreal. 

The first two numbers of this weekly have been received. From 
a hasty examination we are favorably impressed with it. The read- 
ing matter is good. Each number contains 12 pages, at two dollars 
per year. Publishedby Robert Kennedy, 184 Gill street, Montreal. 

Tb> Biblical Repositoby and Pbimoitom Rbtuew. Edited by Charles Hodge, D. D. 

The articles in the January No. are, I. Sustentation Fund ; II. 
Common Schools; III. The Patristic doctrine of the Eucharist; IV. 
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Horace Manp; Y. Imperfect Rights and ObHgationsas related to 
Church Discipline; VL Strauss and Schleiermacher ; VII. Renan, 
Strauss and Schleiermacher. The first article is worthy of careful 
perusal. It takes the ground, and ably maintains it, "that the 
support of the clergy of a church is the common duty of the whole 
church." The fifth article is an. indirect arffument for the edi- 
tor's views of the duty of the General Assembly in regard to the 
Church South. So far as it will have f^ny influence it must be to 
break down the discipline of the church, already far too lax. 

The Review is published by Peter Walker, 821 Chestnut street, 
Philadelphia. $3 per annum. 

Ohbistian Intbllioinoir, New York. 

This ably conducted paper, among the best of our exchansces, has 
been, recently enlarged. We always find in it valuable reacting. 



ICINOWLEDQHERTS. 



Thb following contributions have been received, fchiefly since 
Dec. 25, 1865,) to be used for the benefit of the freea people con- 
nected with the Ref. Pres. Washington Mission: Ist Cong. N. Y. 
Eer Edward N. Shields, $40.00; 8d Cong. N. Y. per Walter T. 
[ilfer, $50.00; also 2 boxes shoes, per A. Knox, valued at $80.00; 
1 box of new clothing made b^ ladies of the 8d Cong, N^ Y.; also 
1 box good second hand clothing and material, valued at $100.00, 
From Wm. Wills and other friends in Wilkinsburg, Pa., 1 large 
box containing shoes, clothing, 5 pieces new cloth, &c.; also $25.00. 
Mrs. Biglow, Washington, I). C., 17 prs. shoes ; Joseph Page, 
Washington, D. C, $5.00 ; John Taggart, Washington, D. C; 
Christian Com. per Wm.Ballantyne, 55 quilts (mostly new); 2 doz. 
Bibles and 3 doz. Testaments ; 1 doz. Sab. sch. lib. books from Mr. 
J. M*Cleery. Craftsbury Cong. Vt., 1 box clothing (mostly new); 
also (to furnish Testaments for old persons,) $12.00 ; a few friends 
in Craftsbury, Vt. $9.00 ; 100 vols. Sab. sch. lib. books (second 
hand). Lancaster, N. H., per Mrs. Hoi ton, 1 box [clothing ; Ella 
Savage, 10 vols. lib. books. Topsham, Vt., 1 box clothing and 
$20.00. New London, N. H., per Mrs. Morgan, 1, bbl. clothing 
and $?.f 0. Cedarville Cong., per Rev. H. H. George, $30.00. 
Miller's Run Cong., per Jas. W. Wallace, $20.00 : Rev. N. R. John- 
ston, $L00; Miss Helen Johnston, 50cts. New Castle, Pa., per 
Rev. J. C. Smith, $20.00 ; from a lady in S. Y., per W. T. Miller, 
$5.00. 2d Miami Cong., per Mr. David Boyd, $40.00. Balti- 
more Cong., per Miss Wright, $13.50. L. Stevens, Westminster, 
Vt., $L00. Mrs. Anna Clough, Ryegate, Vt, $1.00. Miss J. 
Morse and friends in Lowell, Mass., $5.66. P. R. Cozeans, N. Y., 
$5.00. J. M. Abmour, 

SupU Bef. JPres. Washington Mission. 
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V^OL. IV. MAKCH, 1866. No. 3. 



hissionibt results— 18 the work going onward or 

backward; 

Thb following article from the " Foreign Missionary'* of February, furnishes a pret- 
ty satisfactory answer to the inquiry sometimes sneeringly presented, ** What haye 
Missionaries done ? " We are rather surprised to find in the specifications of successful 
missionary work that the New Hebrides Mission has been omitted. The truth is, the 
details are defectiye, and from the want of full information, unavoidably so. Still the 
facts set forth, on the whole, are full of encouragement to those who are laboring and 
praying for the evangelization of the world. T. S. 

The results of modem Christian Missions have recently been 
criticised by diflferent writers. This is well. It shows life and 
progress. Borne are, however, dissatisfied with the issues of the 
efforts put forth, and can, from their stand point, see scarcely any- 
thinff accomplished, because the walls of heathenism have not fall- 
en down at the first blast of the trumpet, or because the strong- 
holds of moral evil have not surrendered at the first summons. 
Others disparage all that has been done, and find fault not only 
with the results, but with the means. Organizations are defective ; 
the men commissioned are not of the apostolic stamp ; and the 
various agencies employed are not the best for the ends sought. 
A third ckss, conscious of the difliculties in the way, the nature of 
the work to be achieved, and the means used, see but few encourage- 
ments for the speedy overthrow of Satan's kingdom, either at home 
or abroad. They know how feebly the church is seeking the con- 
version of the world ; how little of her material and moral strength 
is consecrated to this work, and the slight hold it has npon the 
masses of Christendom ; they know something of the capabilities 
of Zion^ and of her duty ; the wants and woes of the myriads in 
Pagan and Mohammedan lands ; and the out-look dispirits them, 
and they are ready to conclude that the Church is not only guilty 
for non-use of power, but is making, with all her boasted efforts, 
no relative advance upon the world. In other words, ** that there 
are not to-day any larger number Qf true Christians on earth 
5 
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than there were one hundred years ago, compared with the whole . 
population of the earth." 

Tvv9 articles have recently a;ppeared in one of the leading relig- 
ious journals of the day on the world's conversion^ based on the ques- 
tioTn, "Is the work going onward or backward V In these we have 
the following statement: "If we look narrowly at the field, we 
think it will appear that while the laborers have been faithfully en- 
gaged, less actual progress has been made on heathen ground with- 
in the last ten years than for many years previous. How many im- 
portant stations have been needing large reinforcements which 
have not been sent. While, in not a few cases, the number of la- 
borers has actually diminished. . Few of our Missionary Societies 
have been doing much more than holding their own, &c.'' "It 
now requires strenuous and special efforts, each year, to persuade 
the chijrches to furnish funds sufficient to enable the missions to 
hold on to what they have gained. This has been so for ten or fif- 
teen years. Their missions have not, of late years, advanced into 
new territory of the heathen, while their missionary force, if not 
stationary, has not increased." 

Three distinct facts are here enumerated, which, if correct, are 
discouraging. Let us consider them in detail : 

First. — Few Missionary Societies fark doinff more than holding their 
own^ and to do even this, strenuous and special efforts are annually needed. 
That Christians have not yet grasped the missionary cause as they 
will; that they do not pray as earnestly and sympathize as 
deeply, and contribute as generously as the Saviour and the . 
condition of the world demand, is alas too true; that they ' 
need to be constantly reminded of their duty to* the heathen, 
ahd of the state of the mission treasury, is also true ; but that 
it now requires more pleading, or greater special efforts to get 
the same amount, is scarcely borne out by facts. More churches 
contribute to this work than ever befoi'e, and fewer appeals are 
made to them. Fifteen years ago, agents Vere employed by almost 
every Society ; now few employ them. (1.) Take the leading Mis- 
sionary Societies of Great Britain and tne United States for 1854, 
and we have nearly two and a half millions of dollars. The same 
Societies in 1865 contributed almost four millions. Thus, the four 
leading Evangelical Societies of England, " the Church,*' the " Lon- 
don,'' the " Wesleyan," and the "Joaptist," reported in 1854 from 
all sources, .£325,000 ; in 1865 these same Societies reported ^£419,- 
000; while in that time the Free and the United Presbyterian 
Churches of Scotland had more than doubled their contributions. 
The American and Pres^byterian Boards reported for 1854 nearly 
$470,000, for 1865 their receipts were more than $800,000. If to 
these we add the other prominent organizations, we have less than 
$800,000 from all in 1854 ; in 1865 we have reported almo8t*$l,400,- 
000 from the same organizations, or others, like the Dutch Board, 
growing out of them. • 

(2.) The incomes of the leading Missionary Societies of Great 
Britain and this country have increased in this same period from 
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20 to 90 per cent If this is uot indicative of rapid progress, it is 
at least an evidence that the churches are neither standing still 
nor retrograding. 

(3.) These same Societies are stronger in the numerical force of 
their Foreign Missionaries, by over 200 men than they were ten 
years ago. An exceptional case is apparently the American Board; 
thus it reported in 1855, 157 ordained missionaries; in 1865, 143. 
But the former year includes the missionaries among the Choctaws . 
and Cherokees, and the R. P. Dutch missionaries in Southern In- 
dia and China. Yet take the reports of these two periods and we 
have 679 laborers, foreign and native, emploved in 1855 ; but in 
1865, these laborers have increased to 1,077, which does not include 
the missionaries among the South- Western Indians, and the agents 
of the Dutch Church who are reported in 1855. Another seeming 
exception to this numerical increase is the American Baptist Mis- 
sionary Union. 

Second. — Another feet set forth in the article alluded to is, that 
** the missions have not of late years advanced into new territory of the 
heathen.*' This might be so, and yet be no evidence that the 
Church was not aggressive, or was not lengthening its cords and 
strengthening its stakes in Pagandom. India, excepting Polynesia, 
is better supplied with missionaries than any other country, and 
yet twelve years ago there were several provinces embracing from 
two to seventeen millions that had not a single missionary, and it 
is true of some of these to this day. So with China; missionaries 
are laboring only in seven of the eighteen provinces of that gresft 
empire, and to occupy any one of these eleven would surely be 
new territory. Let us then see whether this charge be true, and 
we take the shortest period referred to, and scan what the church 
has done in regard to new regions in the last ten years. 

Japan, with its forty millions, has been occupied bv several 
branches of the Christian Church, and at least, by the Presbyterian, 
Dutch and Episcopal Churches of this country. 

China. Within the last five years the province of Chih-li or Pe- 
chih-li, of which Peking is its capital, has been entered by several 
denominations, who are stationed at Tien-tsin and Peking ; already 
churches are organized and the gospel regularly preached in that 
province, which contains 81,000,000 inhabitants. 

In 1861 the London Missionary Society established a Mission in 
the Province of Hupeh, which has a population of over thirty mil- 
lions, and where no missionary had ever labored; and they have 
been followed by the English Wesleyan Society. This is again 
new territory. 

India. The Methodist Episcopal Church t)f this country com- 
menced their missions in India in 1856, and entered two states un- 
occupied by any other church, Oudh and Rohilcund, with their 
fourteen millions of souls, and there they have today a strong 
missionary force. 

In 1860 the United Presbyterian Church of Scotland commenced 
the first mission in Rajputana, which has a population of seventeen 
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millions, and now they have four stations, nine missionaries, and 
four native evangelists. 

The Nizam's territory — with its eleven millions — ^was first occu- 
pied in 1857 by the Church Missionary Society, and they have re- 
cently declared, in one of their publications, " that a movement of 
great promise has commenced within the territories of the Nizam 
where hitherto unbroken darkness has reigned." 

Cashmir, with its 800,000 inhabitants, was entered last year, and 
is regarded as a mission field by the Church Missionary Society. 
There no standard of the Cross has been reared before. So much 
for India. But this does not tell all that has been done in regard 
to new territory. Thus, in the North-Western Provinces, there 
were some 70 towns ten years ago, varying in population from 10,- 
000 to 110,000, in not one of which was a missionary. Now, not 
a few of them are occupied by the Presbyterian, Episcopal and 
Methodist Societies, Thus the United Presbyterian Church of 
Scotland and the United Presbyterian Church of North America 
have both organized missions in Northern India, in the last decade. 
The Irish Presbyterian Church has established a new misMon at 
Ahmedabad, with its 100,000 inhabitants, formerly neglected. The 
Basle Missionary Society has not only strengthened its main station 
at Mangalore, but has increased its missions in the Canarese coun- 
try, and commenced new stations in Coorg, &c., in a few. years aug- 
menting their missionary force from 27 to 67. In this same period 
the Church Missionary Society has increased its staff in Northern 
India from 36 to 55, or 60 including the ordained natives ; they 
have added eight new stations to their roll ; they have crossed the 
Indus; unfurled the banner of the Cross at Peshawar; entered 
Dejerat. and placed their men in Mooltan — all new territory. 

The Moravians have opened within a few years a mission in the 
very heart of the Himalaya, having especial reference to Tartary, 
just as the Peshawar Mission of the Episcopal and Presbyterian 
Societies look toward Afghanistan. 

BuRMAH. The Baptist missionaries in Burmah were confined 
to the narrow provinces of Tenasserim and Arracan until the year 
1853, when Pegu was annexed to the British dominions. Soon 
after this the missionaries entered Pegu, and within a few years they 
took up their posts at Shwaygyeen, Toungoo,Prome, Rangoon, &c. 

Madagascar may almost be considered new territory, as it has 
been closed for many years against all missionary effort, but since 
1862, the London Missionary Society and the Church Society have 
both planted strong missions on that island. Near to Madagascar 
is the new mission of the Mauritius, while in Africa have been 
several neW and important stations during the last few years. The 
United Presbyterian Church of America is beginning to have a 
strong mission in Egypt ; and more than one society are looking 
to the interior, or are occupying new stations with this in view. 

Here then, from this review alone, is a vast territory, with 150,- 
000,000 souls, occupied by the Christian Church within the last 
decade, in which are laboring nearly 150 missionaries, with a still 
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more numerous native agency. If this is not occupying the " re^on 
beyond,'* we know not what can be considered an advance into 
new territory on the part of the Church. 

Third. One other point made in these articles is, that less actual 
progress has been made within the last ten years than for many years pre- 
vious. This has especial reference, we suppose, to conversions, so 
that fewer have been added to the church in the last ten years than 
in any previous decade. The greatest triumphs of the gospel in 
modem times have been in Polynesia. The history of not a few of 
the islands in the Pacific, in regard to their overthrow of idolatry 
and their reception of Christian truth, is more like fiction than re- 
ality. These moral marvels in several groups took place years ago. 
Still if in these no such divine power has lately been witnessed, thou- 
sands who embraced Christ have grown in the faith, apd are better 
fitted to represent Christianity and preach it to others; so that 
there has been decided progress in this respect. From babes in 
Christ and weak in the faith, many have become strong in the 
Lord and in the power of his might. Yet it is to be remembered 
that thousands who threw away idols and embraced Christianity in 
these islands, were only nominal Christians, and had no personal 
saving interest in the Lord Jesus. From such the Church has re- 
cently drawn not a few of her strongest and most decided friends. 
Many new islands, like the Lagoon, &c., have been visited by mis- 
sionaries of late, and we hear from them of God*8 converting pow- 
er. Then m groups partially Christianized years ago, God's mighty 
hand has been seeen in a more gracious manner within the past 
decade than ever before. Thus the Fiji Islands were visited in 
1835, and occupied by the Wesleyans of England. In 1853 there 
were 2,526 accredited church members, with 574 on trial. According 
to the last report in 1864-5, the membership was 14,380, with 4,412 
on trial. 

For 1863, in a general summary of the missions in the Society, 
Hervey, Austral and Samoan Islands, we have some 4,500 church 
members. In the last report of the London Missionary Society 
we have the following record: "In the Society and Austral Is- 
lands, in the Hervey Group and in Samoa, in which the native 
Christians are numbered by tens of thousands^ the progress of our 
missions, notwithstanding many formidable hindrances,''is unde- 
niable. Civilization and fsocial happiness are widely diffused, the 
rising generation is instructed both in useful sciences and Christ- 
ian knowledge, the press is vigorously employed, and the Scrip- 
tures are widely circulated and dearly prized.*' 

Taking such statistics as are given in the last report of the Lon- 
don Missionary Society, and we find advances in these same islands 
like the following: Upolu island, Faleilili church, 1853, 77 mem- 
bers ; 1864, 435 members and 269 candidates ; Savaii island, in the 
same group, Matautu church in 1853, 179 members ; in 1864, 456 
members. 

Savage island, one of the latest scenes of the transforming efli- 
cacy of the gospel, has a population of 5,010. Of these 819 are in 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ 



70 Mi%9i6nary Itemlfs. ' 

church fellowship, and 520 more are candidates. This surely is 
progress, and evidence that God's servants are not spending their 
strength in vain. 

There has been very decided advance in all these churches in 
benevolence and in Christian and social life. Then not a few 
churches have become self-supporting. Thus the Sandwich Islands, 
though still aided in some degree by the American Board, can 
scarcely be consider.ed in any other light than as a Christian nation, 
and most of the churches are independent of foreign support. The 
same is true of the native churches, in Sierra Leone, the pa8toi*8 
are now supported mainly by the contributions of the churches. 

Another fact must be borne in mind with reference to the Paci- 
fic isles. Population is limited, and it is in not a few rapidly de- 
creasing, isike the statistics of the Sandwich Islands — the popu- 
lation in 1823 was about 140,000. In that year the first native pro- 
fessed his faith in Jesus ; up to 1833, the whole number of cgnverts 
was 577. In the next ten years 29,651 were admitted to the church ; 
12,825 in the following decade, and in the last 8,002 ; but the pop- 
ulation had sunk in this period from 140,000 to 70,000. Now, in 
these islands 17,521 are in connection with the American Board 
alone, or one of. every four of their inhabitants. There are no 
avowed Pagans anywhere. Alter Dr. Anderson left these islands 
a religious convention was held, in which it was resolved to form 
forty new churches in fifteen missionary districts, to establish board- 
ing schools for girls, prosecute home missions, and to de*pend upon 
the Hawaiian supplies for the Church. That church is now self- 
governing, and will be self-supporting, besides sending missionaries 
to other islands. This surely is progress. 

Look next at China. It was occupied by the London Missionary 
Society in 1807, and in 1814 the first convert was baptized. The 
American Board commenced operations in that country in 1830, 
as also the Rhenish Missionary Society ; the American Episcopal 
Church followed in 1835. Then came the American Baptist U«ion 
in 1842, the Presbyterian Board in 1844, and several Others in that 
or the two subsequent years. From a tabular view of all the mis- 
sions in 1853 we have an aggregate membership of 351 ; but ten 
years afterward the membership had increased to over 2,000, and 
the acceleration is going forward still more rapidly. Thus the 
London Missionary Society had in 1853, 64 members ; in 1864-5 
it had over 850. Ten years ago the American Baptist Union had 
in China one church and eight native members ; now it has four 
churches, seven out-stations and 126 members. The Presbyterian 
Board had in 1855, 30 members and one church ; in 1865, four 
churches and 250 members. In 1853, the American and Dut^ 
Boards combined had 26 members ; at the close of 1863 the ,R. P- 
Dutch Church alone reported 309. 

We turn next to India, where the church of Christ has labored 
most eflSiciently and continuously. In 1799, Carey commenced 
missionary work at Serampore. In 1813, the British possessions 
were thrown op«n to evangelistic effort, and soon the leading soci- 
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eties were planted in one portion or another of that extensive 
country. In 1825, according to Mullen's statistical tables, there 
were twenty-two societies laboring in India. The total member- 
ship of the churches that year in the whole of India was 18,410. 
The number of communicants ten years afterward was 31,249. 
In this period native churches had increased from 351 to 1,190, 
and ordained native ministers had multiplied three-fold. Since 
these tables were published God has been pouring his Spirit in a 
remarkable manner upon the Coles, Shanars and Araans of India. 
The work among the Coles is of the most cheering nature. Thus 
the baptized Christians in connection with that mission were in 
April, 1863, 3,401, at the close of that year, 5,907, and at the be- 
ginning of 1865, there were 7,928 ; and to this number during the 
year many have been added. 

We turn to Burmah, where Judeon landed in 1813, and was 
soon reinforced from this country, and from that time to this the 
American Baptists have had a strong mission. There in 1854, they 
had 31 foreign missionaries, 117 churches and 8,736 members ; but, 
in eight years, with fewer foreign missionaries though more native 
helpers, the members of the churches had increased to 18,439, and 
which must now be over 20,000, though their numerical strength 
is not given in the last report of the Baptist Union. In 1852, the 
membership of the church in Burmah ^as placed in round num- 
bers at 6,000, adding these to the number of communicants in India, 
and we have 24,^410 at that period, and after so many weary years 
of toil. In the subsequent ten years the total of church members 
was 49,688, an increase unparalleled in. the missionary operations 
of these countries, and those 50,000 Christians embrace a Christian 
community of over 200,000. 

When Mr. Ellis reached Madagascar in 1862, there were only 
three Christian congregations, with a small number of communi- 
cants in each ; at the commencement of 1865, there were seven 
large churches alone in and around the capital, with a membership 
of 1,566. Mr. Ellis recently declared that he believed that at least 
10,000 of the inhatttants of Antananarivo were Christians, and 
they were very numerous in the suburbs and villages around. Mr. 
Cousins in his report to the Society for 1865, says : " Our village 
chapels are in a prosperous condition. Of eight village stations 
connected with Ambatonakanga, four have provi'led new' chapels. 
The principal part of the congregation of Ambohimamga was 
made up of officers, sent by the Kasoherina (the Queen) to defend 
and preserve their holy town and home of the idols." 

We pass by Africa, as we have been unable, except in some few 
cases, to get any reliable data for comparison — though an advance 
in many quarters of that country is very marked, and we turn to 
Turkey. There, inl?56, t^e Hatti-Sheriff proclaimed liberty of 
conscience to all, and gave all classes the privilege of professing 
wliatever faith they preferred. The fanatical portion of the Turks 
have of late endeavored to restrict its guarantees, but they cannot 
long prevail. The missions were commenced by the American 
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Board in Western Tnrkey in 1826, Central Turkey 1847, and 
Eastern Turkey 1835. In 1853 the number of converts was not in 
these missions 400 ; in 1865, the^ were more than 3,700. We have 
not included in this list the Syrian and Nestorian missions. 

But these are not all the results which we must sum up under 
this head. The native congregations raised up by the Jforeign 
Missionary from amongst the heathen are beginning to reproduce 
Christianity amongst their cpuntrymen, or are sending forth into 
other lands their sons and daughters to preach the doctrine of re- 
deeming love. The work in Micronesia is carried on largely by 
Hawaiian missionaries ; the same may be said of many islands in 
the South Seas. Sierra Leone is now a Christian land, and the 
Christians are hastening to take possession of unevangelized terri- 
tory. Part of the fruits gathered at Sierra Leone has been intro- 
duced amongst the heathen Ibos along the banks of the Niger, and 
there it is working among the masses, and spreading. Another 
offshoot has sprung from this, and native missionaries have gone 
forth to labor, and still another is appearing on the banks of Bon- 
ny river, and a native teacher is at work among the tribes there. 
In 1855, an appeal was made to the Tinnevelly Christians in behalf 
of the heathen coolies in Ceylon, just as the' appeal was made to 
the Christian negroes of Sierra Leone to volunteer for labor along 
the banks of the Niger, a number responded, and this past year 
there were twelve catechists, one schoolmaster and one colporteur 
at work ; and from the report, we have 1,006 professed Christians, 
of whom 131 are members of the church. Here then from such 
incidents we see a principle in operation that will every year be- 
come more powerful for good, and upon this through the might of 
the Spirit are our hopes for the evangelization of the world. The 
Foreign Missionary has a peculiar preparatory work allotted to 
him, and he has in this much to do; but as churches are gathered 
and become influential, they produce the men and the agents who 
are to carry everywhere the word of life. In this respect much 
has been done during the last ten years, yea, more than ever be- 
fore ; and from what some regard as little fjjpit shall yet spring 
mighty results. It has a reproductive power. " If we compare," 
says the last Report of the Baptist Missionary Society of England, 
" tbe accessions made to the churches of Northern India during 
the last four years with an earlier period, the increase is very gya- 
tifyitig. Looking back for the last twelve years, we find that dur- 
ing the first six the average number of baptisms for each year was 
104. In the last six years the average is double, being 210. The 
baptisms of last year are somewhat in excess of this, there being at 
least 230. If, therefore, from year to year the progress made seems 
almost imperceptible, yet a comparison with the past shows that 
through the blessing of God the tide of success is ever increasing in 
volume." 

Wo have now shown the incorrectness of the -^ews taken by the 
writers in the articles referred to, as to the present position of the 
missionary enterprise, and that by undisputable facts. Instead of 
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the various Societies simply holding their own, we have taken 
twelve of the leading organizations of this country and Great Brit- 
ain, and have shown, that in receipts, they have increased over 60 
per cent., and in the number of Foreign Missionaries, saying noth- 
ing of the native agency, 25 per cent. 

We have also shown that these and kindred societies, instead of 
conffning their operations to grounds already occupied, have pushed 
forward into new territory, and placec^early 150 preachers of the 
"Word among as many millions of people. .• 

We have finally shown, that instead of little progress in the great 
world field, that with scarcelv an exception, the triumphs of the 
gospel in heathen lands have been greater in the last decade than 
ever before, and as far as efficiency and aggressiveness are con- 
cerned, the churches, gathered from among the heathen, were 
never so healthful and powerful. 



EBITOKUL G0BEE8P0HDENCE— IBTTBB Til. 

FRANCE — SWITZERLAND. 

I LEFT Paris for Geneva early in the morning of September 9th. 
We had before us a day's ride of 375 miles through one of the finest 
districts of France. Of course, my anticipations were high; nor 
was I much disappointed. The rail road arrangements are excel- 
lent. There is a waiting-room at every station. This opens upon 
a platform alongside of which the cars are placed. The door opens 
at the time and an official proclaims the destination of the train ; 
so that it is very unlikely that even a stranger will go astray. I 
took second class tickets, and found the cars well cushioned, roomy, 
and furnished with every convenience for depositing umbrellas, &c., 
in short, about equal to an English first class carriage ; and so they 
are throughout the continent, or even better. 

Shortly after leaving the station of the Lyons and Marseilles road, 
which is in the eastern end of Paris, we passed through Charenton, 
celebrated in French Protestant Church history as the location of 
the only church which for long years the Huguenots were permitted 
to hold near Paris ; for in the city they were not tolerated. There 
their Synods often met. The congregation included most of the 
Protestant nobility of the kingdom, with thousands of others. I 
' did not learn its condition now.^ Forty miles from Paris is Fon- 
tamebleau, one of the imperial paj'ks and palaces. The park in- 
closes 40,000 acres : the palace is old, but is, historically, of no lit- 
Y ^^t^rest. The village is inconsiderable. At a subsequent date 
^ ^et, in Paris, with an evangelical minister, Mr. Eowe, who 
F^aches here and also conducts a young ladies* " pension," or board- 
^S School. He has been there a few years, having simply settled 
^^^ as teacher, afterward, as he found opportunity, preaching, 
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visiting, catechising, &c. At first there was not a Protestant in the 
town. He has now a small congregation, and a flourishing school. 
He told me that there is, probably, not a city or village in France, 
where an active minister might not follow the same course, with 
the same results. He belongs to the Endowed Church. 

For some distance we traveled along the south bank o^ the 
Seine — afterw^ard on the sanpe side of the Yonne, one of its afflu- 
ents, in a valley some four tf six miles wide, bounded N". E. and S. 
W. by sloping hills. The land rich and well tilled ; resembling 
that from Dieppe .to Paris, except that the proportion of vines is 
much larger, especially as you ascend toward the low mountain 
range — the " Cote d'Or " — about 170 miles from Paris. The towns, 
generally, look exceedingly old, many of the houses, no doubt, 
centuries old. There are a few villages that have sprung up in 
connection with the railroad, as unsubstantial in their structure as 
many of those that dot our own newly opened lines. Of the peo- 
ple I can say nothing, except that they were comfortably dressed,, 
and evidently industrious; men, women and children being engaged, 
particularly on my return, in gathering the vintage. I saw a few 
old chateaux and some modern edifices of some pretensions, on 
the northern hills, and some near the towns in the valleys; but, 
in general, I was struck with the absence of the frequent eviden- 
ces that I had anticipated of former feudal magnificence. 

However, at the entrance of the passage of the " Cote d*Or," I 
saw an admirable sajnple of the castle on the summit of a hill, 
with its town gathered as near as possible to its walls, this arrange- 
ment being designed mainly to furnish protection to the retainers 
of some feudal chieftain, from the assaults of some neighboring 
robber lord. Near the mountain I have mentioned, the valley 
grows r^rrower, and the hills more abrupt ; some of them present- 
ing almost perpendicular sides to the road. The town to which I 
refer is Verree. There is a castle-^a large edifice enclosing some 
acres — located at the extremity of a rocky promontory which ter- 
minates a long ridge which rises abruptly from the plain, and is 
about a mile in length, parallel to the railway. This ridge is cov- 
ered with the town, and the whole appears to be some centuries 
old. A new town has begun to form at the station. 

From this we ascended the ** Cote d*Or,'* a stony region, but 
cultivated throughout — mostly in vines. The soil is very thin and 
the production scanty. At the southern part of this mountain 
lies Dijon, the ancient capital of Burgundy — bearing abundant marks 
of antiquity, and containing many more, in the shape of tombs, 
armor, and various relics laid up in museums. 

At this point begins a plain' as level as the ocean, extending 
nearly one hundred miles north and south and still more east and 
west — almost covered with vines. I should have said that the 
vines in all wine-making countries are cut off about three feet, 
from that to four, from the ground — being planted about four feet 
apart. To the eye a large field presents a beautiful appearance. 
They are not the only crop here. Near Chalons-sur-Saone, I saw 
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buckwheat and Indfan corn, and throughout Bome potatoes and 
some stubble. The fields here are not so diminutive as nearer 
Paris. 

I regret to say that much of the way from Macon we passed af- 
ter dart. I could only see that as we approached Geneva, we were 
skirting a roaring river — the Rhone — ^whose waters flashed in the 
light of the rising moon, and winding among mountains, some of 
them of commanding outline. It is worthy of note, that no ex- 
amination was made of our baggage — not of mine, at any rate — at 
the boundary between France and Switzerland. I reached Gene- 
va a little after 11 P. M., and put up in the fourthor fifth story of the 
Hotel de la Couronne — in the southern part of the city, and rejoiced 
that I had safely reached one of the places I had long wished to 
see — ^the city of John Calvin. 

The next day — Sabbath — I was not in good health, and remained 
at "mine inn,'* with the exception of an hour occupied in en- 
deavoring to find the residence of M. D'Aubigne. While so en- 
gaged, I learned that many stores were opened for business, and that 
the washing, which is done in boats floating in the river, was 
going on, not so briskly, however, as on other days.. I was told 
the next day by Madame D*Aubigne, that the native Qenevese were 
not among the flagrant Sabbath breakers, that they were Jews or 
Germans chiefly. 

On Monday A. M. I explored the dty pretty thoroughly. It 
lies on both sides — north-west and south-east — of the Rhone, just 
where it leaves the Lake of Geneva. The river is, perhaps, two 
hundred yards wide, is crossed by four bridges, runs with great ve- 
locity down the acclivity, exhibiting, with its blue and yet clear 
waters, a beautiful sight. I never wearied looking at it. The city 
occupies the rise of the hills — the old, city lying on the rise, on 
the north; but on the south extending back some distance. In 
the old city, the streets are narrow and complicated in their ar- 
rangement; in the new they are wide and well disposed. The 
walls are replaced by dwellings. The new Quais on both sides are 
very finely laid out, and present fine views — on the south of the 
Lake, on the north, of the Savoy mountains, and of the distant 
Mt. Blanc, and some of its neighboring giants. The old Library 
and Cathedral, and the site of Oalvin*s house,* are on the south 
side. The Library is well worth a visit. It occupies a number of 
rooms, contains portraits of the chief magistrates of Geneva for 
centuries back, and many valuable manuscripts, and also, auto- 
graph letters of Calvin, Beza, Farel and many others. The Ca- 
thedral is Calvin's church, but much changed : a large edifice, with 
the very pulpit still in use which was filled by Calvin and Beza. 
It contains the monument to Henry, Duke de Rohan, erected by 
Geneva. He was the leader of th^ French Huguenots, during the 
reign of Louis XHI. It is a very imposing figure in black marble, 
and on the tomb lies what is said to be his armor. 

I ought to say, that the Sabbath I was in Geneva, the pulpit I have 

^ Bis house is still thoton, but it has long been torn down. 
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mentioned was occupied by a Rationalist frou Bordeaux in France ; 
the most advanced in that direction, by far, that had ever occupied 
it. lie owed his admission there, however, entirely to the pastor. 
One of the most influential men in Geneva, a member of the di- 
rectory — I do not know what they call them, elders and deacons, I 
presume — ^presented an unavailing remonstrance against such a 
profanation. 

The same day I visited M. Merle. He is the same we call "d*Au- 
bigne." The Genevese call him only "Merle," not even Dr. 
Merle. They know no doctors except Drs. of Medicine. This 
was the cause of my not finding him the day before. He lives on * 
the south side of the lake, perhaps half a mile from the upper 
bridge over the Rhone, in a district called ''Eaux Vives,*' bordering 
upon the lake, of which his house has a fine view — an old castel- 
lated house ; for M. Merle is a descendant of the celebrated D'Au- 
bigne of the early days of the French Huguenots, who was com.- 
pelled to flee to Geneva, where he died. M. Merle is a larce man, 
over six feet — well developed, dark hair and eyes, very lively— 
about fifty-five years old, in manner frank and communicative, 
steps around like a young man, jests with his comparatively young 
wife, and in a degree boastful. His wife is a native of Ireland. She 
speaks English freely enough. He is the Senior Professor in the 
Theological Seminary. His colleague is Professor La Harpe, whom 
I did not see. It was from him and from Madame Merle I learned 
some of the facts I have given regarding the Genevese. His 
Seminary supplies the training for the pulpit, for the Evangelical 
Church of Switzerland, some for France, and for the missionaries 
of these churches : some even for the Waldenses, They have 
generally about fifty students. Their sessions occupy a large part 
of the year. They are held in the Oratoire, one of their churches. 
There are but two churches which they hold in Geneva. I pre- 
sume our readers know that M. Merle is connected with that body 
which withdrew some years ago from the Established Church in the 
various cantons, owing to the corruptions that had gained the as- 
cendancy in them. He is now endeavoring to have a church erect- 
ed as a Calvin memorial. The ground has been procured, and 
some funds collected ; but they need much more. I would be hap- 
py to transmit some from such of our readers as take a practical 
interest in these faithful witnesses amid sad defection. The lot 
is so situated that at least the steeple of the churcli will be visible 
from nearly every part — certainly from every public point — ^in the 
city. 

I also learned from Mons. and Mdme. Merle, that on the foUovsr- 
ing Wednesday, there was to be held in Neufchatel a tricenten- 
nary of the birth of the illustrious Wm. Farel, and received a very 
pressing invitation to be present ; there was also to be a prayer- 
meeting on Tuesday evening. Most of the evangelical ministers 
of their country, and some from France, amongst others Mons. 
Grandpierre, of Paris, were expected. I consented to go. After 
spending a very pleasant and profitable hour, I said farewell to 
Mons. and Mdme. Merle for the time. 
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Geneva has 41,000 inhabitants, of these some 18,000 are Papists, 
leaving 23,000 nominally Protestants ; but of these a very large 
proportion are more or less Rationalists or nothing. I was pleased, 
however, to learn that not a few, and some of them men of hfgh 
position and great influence, who even maintain their connection 
with the State-endowed Church, are thoroughly evangelical. Ge- 
neva still takes pride in Calvin's iiarae, and has some who love it too. 

The city is growing rapidly. It is replenished with ''pensions," 
or boarding-schools, where not a few young ladies and voung gentle- 
men receive an education ; many of them are from otFier countries, 
some from the United States. It is a very pleasant place of summer 
residence. It will be a happy day for Geneva, when the Popish 
and Infidel party, that so disturb its municipal peace and quietness, 
is entirely put down by the truth and spirit of Christ. 

I left in the afterooon for Lausanne, or rather, for Ouchy, lying 
on the lake about forty miles north of east from Geneva. The 
road runs on the border of the lake, four miles wide, and beyond 
this, first the mountains of Savoy, high, precipitous cliffs, some 
thousands of feet high, seamed, as if ribbed from their summits, 
far down their dark sides, descending nearly to the water's edge; 
and far beyond them, more than thirty miles, the giant Mont Blanc, 
with his covering of snow, and long glaciers, or frozen rivers, shin- 
ing in the rays of the setting sun— lofty peaks on either hand. Of 
the miles of valley between those distant heights and the Savoy 
range just over the lake, you never think. As you proceed toward 
Lausanne, you come in sight of the tall summits of the rest of the 
Pennine Alps, such as the great St. Bernard, whose "Pass" is so 
conspicuous in history, ancient and modern. The first view one 
has of such mountain ranges fails to impress you with a proper 
sense of their majesty; they are too far off. It is not until they 
are approached and viewed from different points and nearer at 
hand, that the mind comprehends how vast they are. Altogether 
it was a lovely ride. 

To add to its interest, there was with me a young Russian, and 
his young, affectionate and troubled wife, for her husband Was 
evidently nearing the grave. They could use a little English, I a 
little French, so that we could communicate partially. They were 
intelligent, plainly of the better classes, and on the way to seek 
health for him — I fear in vain — in a southern climate. Poor fel- 
low, he will occupy, I cannot bring myself to doubt, if he has not 
already done so, a grave far away from his home and friends, leav- 
ing his tender wife to retrace her steps alone to their sorrowing 
kindred in the north. 

I would gladly'have remained a day in Lausanne, where Vinet 
and Beza had their home for a time in the days of the Reformation ; 
but I had promised to be in Neufchatel, and so took the train on 
Tu€^8day at an early hour for that place. The only remarkable ob- 
ject on the way, was first, the beautiful lake of that name, less 
beautifal than the Lake of Geneva or the lake of Luzerne, but 
Btill very pleasant to look at, as we saw it ruffled with a smart gale, 
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its banks also adorned with numerous villages ; and secondly, 
the scene of the battle of Granson, where in 1476, the Swiss Con- 
federates defeated Charles the Bold, of Burgundy, with fearful 
slaughter, capturing immense and most valuable spoils. These 
spoils were dispersed over the country, and every mluseum of any 
magnitude displays this day trophies of this celebrated victory. A 
large mound on the \ye8tern shore of the lake is said to cover the 
remains of the 8lair\. This was one of the three battles — Granson, 
Morat, and Nancy — in which Charles lost, in one his treasure, in 
another his glory, and in the third his life ; but the Swiss won their 
liberty. There is also the Castle of Granson, nearly eight hundred 
years old, about a mile from- the southern extremity of the lake, 
now turned to educational purposes. 

Neufchatel is situated on the west side of the lake : the new town 
on the dhore, where there are some good streets ; the old town on 
a ridge which runs about N. E., terminating in* a lofty promontory, 
in which some of the most stirring scenes of the Swiss Reformation 
took place. There is the old castle, with its chapel and other at- 
tendant edifices, all almost as they were when Wm. Farel carried 
there the gospel of Christ, ia the face of all the opposition, princi- 
pally violent, that Popery and arbitrary power were able to muster 
against it. The promontory is, probably, two hundred feet high 
from the lake', and fully as wide. There a portion of the exercises 
of Wednesday were to be held. The pastor belongs to the church 
of the Canton, but is an evangelical man, and has invited the 
assembly to occupy his church on the occasion. 

The weather was exceedingly and unseasonably hot ; hence, I 
did not visit the old town. In the evening, however, I repaired to 
the room in a public edifice, occupied by the dissenters as a place 
of worship, and there found in the court a collection of some thirty 
or forty persons, mostly ministers, saluting me, with all the empresse- 
ment and grace of educated Frenchmen ; within the building there 
was a gathering of gentlemen and ladies — chiefly the latter — oc- 
cupying the galleries. The exercises were opened by Mons. Grand- 
pierre, in making some remarks on the occasion of their coming 
together. He then gave out a portion of the- conclusion of the 
118th Psalm in Marot's version, the old version used for centuries 
by the French Hfigucnots and their successors. They made beau- 
tiful and touching^ music. All sang, and, I acknowledge, I was 
deeply moved to hear them sing those songs which their fathers 
had so often sung in seasons ot conflict and peril. Mons. Grand- 
pierre then prayed earnestly, I could see, but cduld understand but 
little. Dr. Merle followed with an address of some twenty minutes 
in length, elegantly delivered. I could not fail tb discern, in the 
respectful attention with which he was listened to, the high 
place he held in the esteem of his brethren. There was again a 
portion of the 118th Psalm sung, other addresses, and another 
Psalm sung ; the whole ending about 9 o'clock, P. M., having be- 
gun about Y o'clock. I was pleased with all I saw^ — I can scarcely 
say, heard. There was quite a large proportion of young men in 
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the assembly — some old ones. The delivery of sorae of the speak- 
ers I did not like so well — ^too violent; but, I could easily see, it 
accorded with their ideas. I should have noticed the loud conver- 
sation carried on by the assembly, until the opening exercises had 
actually begun. This, again, is, I believe, common in these regions. 
There is something of this in our country, Ijut I never saw so much 
of it. I did not remain until Wednesday. The programme was 
a procession to the stone on which Farel preached his first discourse 
in this neighborhood. This is a mile and a half out.* Then to 
repair to the chapel in the old town, where the exercises were to 
be concluded. The weather was, as I have said, excessively hot, 
80 I left Neufchatel on Wednesday morning early, returned to 
Lausanne, and took the train for Berne, the capital of the Swiss 
Confederation. 

There is not much worthy of observation on the line of railway 
I traveled. I noticed, however, some distant views toward the 
west — we were traveling .north — that struck iptie as singularly beau- 
tiful ; and further on, we passed the town of Romond, another 
perfect specimen of a city set upon a hill, with its walls and towers 
complete ; the wholo might be *h mile in circuit, occupying the top 
of a rising piece of ground not much elevated above the valleys 
around it. As we approached Berne, we had one of the best views 
Ihad yet obtained' of a range of snow-clad mountains. They are 
the " Bernese Oberland" — the range north of the Valais — Monte 
Rosa constituting its southern boundary. Between us and those 
distant heights, there was a lower range ; dark, precipitous, and 
seamed by centuries of rains and snows, just like the mountains of 
Savoy. The higher peaks were the Jungfrau and the Schreckhorn^ 
and others of that class, among the most remarkable of the moun- 
tains that have given Switzerland its celebrity as the land of magni- 
ficent natural scenery. I saw them to much better advantage, how- 
ever, in the evening, from a terrace overhanging the river Aar in 
the city of Berne itself. A glorious sight it is — a line of snow- 
covered mountains, so lofty as they must be — for all are over 8,500 
feet, as this is the height of the snow-line — extending so as to fill 
one half of the southern horizon, with many great hills rising high 
up their sides, enough of itself to invite the notice of the traveler. 
I gazed and gazed, and admired and wondered. God is ^reat ! 
how great ! when his works are so grand and so full of majesty ! 

These three days journeys aftbrded me an opportunity of seeing, 
from the cars, something of Swiss rural life. The country, during 
some part of the way, particularly between Geneva and Lausanne, 
and Lausanne and i!(eufchatel, resembles the older districts of our 
own land. Tbe great diflFerence lies in the culture of the vine, 
which is found everywhere in Switzerland ; but there is the same 
appearance of comfort and contenl^ment. There seemed to me no 
such marked diflference in dress as I had expected. In one thing, 
the advantage over us was manifest^! heard no loud or boisterous 
talking at the stations or in the restaurants. There is, however, 

* D'Aubigne'a Reformation, Book XV. 
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much drinking of the wine of the country and of heer, yet little 
drunkenness came under my observation, A large share of the out- 
door work is done hjy women. I saw women employed in nearly 
every kind of fariga-work, as ploughing, planting, digging root- 
crops, threshing with a flail, driving a team, working wim flax in all 
the processes by which it is prepared for the wheel, &c. But this 
must be said also : so far as I could judge, the sex does not hold 
any inferior position socially; woman is respected among the Swiss. 

On the road from Lausanne to Berne and in the vicinity of Berne 
in all. directions, it is very common to see the dwelling-house and 
barn under the same roof. The whole edifice may be, sav, seventy 
or eighty feet long, three stories high, and of proportionaole width. 
The house may be, generally is, so far as I could judge from the cars, 
carefully constructed, neatly kept, painted, and, perhaps, furnished 
with all the appliances of a good farm-house, while at the other 
end of the same building is the stable and cow-hous^. lu some 
instances, the structure gave indications of defective construction 
and inattention to repairs. I believe, from what I learned, that the 
agricultural population is pretty hard pressed, and are dependent, in 
someportions quite largely, for a livelihoed.upon their services to 
the multitude of travelers who frequent their country during the 
summer months. However^ in the main they are thrifty, and cer- 
tain manufactures, such as wood carvings and watchmaking, keep 
very many employed and yield them living returns. 

Berne and the "Oberland'' hereafter. J. M. W. 



SYRIA MISSION. 

\ Ltjcbsco, February 7, 1866. 

Messrs. Editors: — I enclose a copy of the main part of a letter 
which I received the week before last from Dr. Metheny. It was 
to me very interesting, and I think will be interesting to the Church. 
If you think so, you can give it a place in the pages of your Mag- 
azine. Having been written not only without thought of publica- 
tion, but also in great haste, it called for a few verbal alterations, 
which I have taken the liberty to make. 

Yours, truly, R. J. Dodd. 

• Lataeiykh, December 18, 1866. 

Dear Brother: — Tour lettefs came and we were made glad. 
;i: :ic :¥ ^ Dj.^ Klurk from Antioch is now with me, and 
there is more work than we can both do. I sold all the Mission 
medicines to him, except those little bottles Mr. Lyde left. lie is 
to bring all the medicines we use, pay all his expenses, and give 
one-third of his receipts. I am to pay all my expenses, give my ex- 
clusive patronage to him, and give one-third of my receipts. He 
is to furnish and dispense all the medicines. I sold the mission 
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stock of medicine for $116 in gold. Dr. Kiurk is Dr. Pratt's stu- 
dent, whom the Government at Antiochprohibited from practicing 
medicine because he bad no diploma. His brother-in-law, Stephan 
the Armenian — formerly bro. Morgan's servant — keeps the store 
for him. They are both studying medicine with- me. 

We opened a school in Kanjerah beyond Beksah for^elim Kha- 
leifeh, but could not make it go, and glosed up. We opened an- 
other at Mesheirifeh for the other Selim. ELo had two scholars 
and taught them awhile, and then being invited by the principal 
sheikh in a little villi^^e a few minutes further off, accepted his 
house, which was furnished free. He has seven scholars, and is go- 
ing to take the two he had at Mesheirifeh, which will make nine, and 
he has promise of itiore. He is doing a very good work as an 
evangelistu ^iVe have finished the house at ^hamrah ; Tusif 
teaches six or eight there. Asaad is teaching some distance above 
Bhamrah ; he has twelve and promise of more. The Mukuddams 
threaten to kill the teachers and pull down the houses, but have 
not done it. 

In town we have a teacher from Beirut. His wife opened our 
female school with twenty-two pupils. Muallim Hanna holds on 
as usual. Murad, the teacher from Beirut, gives lessons to bro. B. 
and myself. I am trying to do some good at Arabic now, but do not 

fet time to study much. We went to Beirut not long since. We 
ecame acquainted with the two Jessups, Dr. Post, Father Cal- 
houn and Mrs. Eddy. Emma was much injured by the journey 
and topk the fever, which has stuck to her very persistently for 
three weeks — that is, a weary feeling of depression and lassitudo 
which even powerful doses fail to remove. She is notv much bet- 
ter, and took a ride on our excellent donkey to-day* Mizzie was 
very greatly benefited^ particularly by the storm which carried us 
past our port. Mariam was amazed at the splendor of the steam- 
er — the new French — ^which is really finished off in very fine style. 
We took her along with us in the first cabin. Her ideas of things 
were quite expanded. She is now betrothed to Tusif. ♦ * 

^Bro. Beattie and his wife are in better health this year than ever 
before. Little Nellie, the babe, is growing very fast, and is fat, 
hearty and pleasant 

Dear brother, we very much long to see you again, and your 
work is very loudly pleading for your return. Bro. Beattie is be- 
coming more and more fluent in Arabic discourse from day to day. 
Love to you every one. 

Fraternally, D. MBTHMnr. 



Look often upon the cross of Christ, and thou wilt find what a 
damp it will strike upon all sinful pleasure, and how little reason 
thou hast to hanker after those things whereof so many good meu, 
after they have become sensible of their errors, have been 
ashamed. 

6 
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STSTEHiTIC BENSFICBNCE. 

ADDRESS OF THB COMMITTEB OF THE PRESBYTERY OF THE LAEE3. 
[fn the preparation of this address the freest use has been made of oonversations, 
letters, books and papers on this subject. The design being to convince and more, the 
best help accessible has been levied upon ; special help has been received fh>m *' Gold 
and the Gk>spel," found in a brother's library, during' a recent tour in the West.] 

" Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with mine ownf*' 

The Christian is not proprietor but steward of the estate that 
God has given him. This great principle lies at the very threshold 
of true religion in the heart. " Ye are not your own, for ye are 
bought with a price.'* 

An incident in Eoman history beautifully illustrates this same 
idea. CoUatine ambassadors presented themselves to Egirus to 
capitulate to the Romans. He inquired : " Do you deliver up 
, yourselves, the people of Collatine, your city, your fields, your wa- 
ter, your lands, your temples, your utensils, and all things that are 
yours, into mine and the people of Rome's power V* They answered : 
*< We deliver up alU* *' fib," said he, " I receive you.** 

Only upon such surrender can the sinner be restored to the.favor of 
God. All is his. Does he claim authority to prescribe rules for its 
management ? Has he laid a claim upon a part of the increase as a 
means of spreading the gospel through the world ? Has he said 
in reference to the use of property for ourselves : " Thus far mayest 
thou go, and no further. This may not be used for self; it is mine." 
For an answer, let us candidly endeavor to ascertain the rule by 
which giving is to be regulated. 

Under evehy dispensation and in evbby age, he has claimed 
AT least one-tenth OF THB INCREASE AS HIS. That he should make 
such a claim is most reasonable. He has authoritatively determined 
the proportion of time that shall be his, and why not on the same 
principle the proportion of the increase of substance ? It is not 
reasonable that man should be left at a painful uncjertainty in this 
matter. 

I. That he spake at first and for all time and every dispensation, 
we argue : 

1. From the example of the Patriarchs. Long before the giving 
of the law and the sacrament of citcumcision — hefore the separa- 
tion of Abraham from the Gentile world — before the first step had 
been taken for the formation of a Jewish commonwealth, this reg- 
ulation was observed. Abraham returning with the spoil taken 
from the confederate kings, met Melchisedec, priest of the Most 
High God, and " and gave him tithes of all.** Gen. 14 : 26. He gave 
tithes to Melchisedec not as a type of Levi, but of Christ, the great 
High Priest of Christianity. For Paul says, "Now consider how 
great this man, unto whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the 
tenth of the spoils." Heb. 7: 4. While Abraham would not take 
from a " thread to a shoe latchet" for himself, recognizing the di- 
vine obligation resting upon him, he gave the Lord his portion* 
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Melchisedec, aa Christ's representative, received it as his plain 
matter of right; as God's priest he received tithes from Abraham, 
and as Abraham's priest he blessed him. He surrendered his own 
right, "I will not take any thing that is thine ;'* but he could not 
surrender God's portion. 

Again : Jacob, grandson of Abraham and connecting link between 
Melchisedec and Moses, a fugitive from his country and avoiding 
the wrath of an incensed brother, lay down by the way-side, when 
God met him and spoke to him in a dream and vision. In the 
morning he entered into covenant with God, vowing a vow, say- 
ing, " If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I 
go, and will give me bread to eat and raiment to put oti, so that I 
come again to my father's house in peace ; then shall the Lord be 
my God ; and this stone which I have set up for a pillar, shall be 
God's house, and of alt that thou shalt give wie, I will surely give the 
tenth unto thee'' Gen. 28 : 22. 'At once recognizing the binding 
obligation of this law among God's people, he vows that in all fii- 
tare periods of his life this proportion shall be given him. He 
shall have his tenth, let it be little or much, whether he bless his 
basket and store, simply, or open his hand liberally, and crown him 
with goodness manifold. 

2. From the fact that the custom has prevailed among other na-' 
tions as well as the ancestors of the Jews, who must have received 
it from other sources. Dr. Kennicott says, "Whatever custom has 
prevailed over the worid am6ng nations, the most opposite in pol- 
ity and customs in general — nations not united by commerce or 
custom, must be derived from some revelation, which revelation 
may in som^ cases be forgotten, though the custom introduced and 
founded on such revelation still continued — and further, this reve- 
lation must have been made antecedent to the dispersion at Babel, 
where all mankind being but one nation and living together in the 
form of one large family, were of one language and governed by 
the same laws and customs." Two Dissertations, p. 161. That 
nations thus widely separated, have observed such custom, is very 
clear. Dr. Collier, a very learned interpreter, says, " From Pagan 
writers we learn that several nations very far distant from each 
other in different parts of the world, and as it seems, without the, 
least acquaintance or commerce one with another, observed this 
custom." Vol; I., p. \&% Sacred Interpretations. 

The argument here is, that this command was given to Adam, 
and from Adam to Noah, and from the posterity of Noah till the 
dispersion at Babel, from which the custom would be carried out 
into all parts of the world. The Athenians maintained their nu- 
merous and costly shrines by the tithes' The Romans presented to 
Hercules a tentfr of the spoils of war. The Arabian merchantmen 
dedicated a tenth of their precious treasures, while the Hindoos 
and Chinese expend even more than a tenth in their idolatrous 
serviced. The presumption is that they all received this custom 
from one common head, and that head was Adam and his posterity 
antecedent to the dispersion at Babel. 
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3. The manner in which the tithe is mentioned in the law of 
Moses leads to the conclusion that it was not thon introduced for 
the first time, but had been observed lone before. It is first men- 
tioned under the law in Lev, 27 : 30, "And all the tithe of the 
land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, is 
the Lord's, it is holy unto the Lord ;** so again in the 26th verse, 
"It is the Lord's." It is not "shall bb in either case, while 
" shall be'* is used in every other instance in the chapter. The 
same argument when applied to the Sabbath, is thought to be a 
good one. *' To-morrow w the rest of the holy Sabbath." Ex. 16: 23. 

4. Because there is as much reason for believing that this was 

fiven to Adam as either sacrifice or the observance of the Sab* 
ath. We are satisfied with thi? argument for the two latter, why 
not for the former ? In all such important matters as the Sabbath, 
sacrifices and the tithe, we might expect the divine command, and 
yet we have no record for either anterior to the Mosaic law. 

Magee, in his work on the Atonement, arguing for the divine 
origin of sacrifice, says, "That the institution was of divine 
ordinance may be reasonably inferred from the sensible attestation 
of the divine acceptance in the case of Abel, again in that of Noah, 
afterward in that of Abraham, and by the systeimatic establishment 
of this by the same divine authority in the dispensation of Moses." 
May we not draw the same inference concerning the origin of the 
tithe ? Was hot the acceptance of the tithe of Abraham and Jacob 
as manifest as the sacrifice of Abel and Noah ? If the argument is 
good for sacrifices, it must be good for the tithe. There is the 
same authority for the tithe under the patriarchal dispensation, 
that there is for the sacrifice and the Sabbath day. They must all 
have been of divine origin. Hence, at the beginning of the next 
dispensation, when all these are named as binding, God was not 
under the necessity of borrowing from man, but Simply continued 
that which had been of divine appointment from the beginning. 
It was but a reassertion, a republication of the old law. 

n. Under the Mosaic dispensation the proportion voas raised to at least 
TWO-TENTHS. . That much was required, and they might go as much 
higher as they were disposed. 

1. Every head of a family was required to give a tenth of all his 
increase to the ministering tribe of Levi. "And behold, 1 have 
given th^ chil3ren of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, 
tor their services, which they serve, even the services of the taber- 
nacle of the congregation." Num. 18 : 21. "And all the tithe of 
the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of the tree, 
is the Lord's ; it is holy unto the Lord.'* Lev. 27 : 30. 

2. There was also a second tenth required for the support of the 
feasts. " Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy 
corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of thy herds, or 
of thy fiock." "But thou must eat them in the place where the 
Lord thy God shall choose." Dent. 12: 17, 18. There is in this no 
reference to the Levites* tithe, for it had been a superfluous work 
to carry it up to Jerusalem, nor was it the tithe of the tithes whick 
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the Levites had to give to the priests, for none miffht eat of that 
but their own famines ; nor was it the third year tithe, for that was 
to be eaten within the gates. Deut 14 : 28, 29. It must then be 
a second tithe, which was intended for the support of the feasts, 
and attending expenses. The third year tithe was probably this 
second tithe, coming once in three years, when instead of carrying 
it up to Jerusalem, they might eat it within their own gates with 
the stranger, the Levite, the widow and the fatherless, 

3. In addition to these two tenths required of the Jews, they 
gave much more. There was the soul ransom, one half-shekel ; Ex. 
30 : 12. Peace oflferinffs ; Lev. 19 : 6. Gleanings of the land in 
harvest ; Lev. 19 : 9. Moreover they were required to present the 
first of the first fruits. " The first of the first fruits of thy land 
thou shalt bring into the house of the Lord thy God." Ex. 23 : 19. 
Besides all this, they were required to observe three principal feasts 
once a year. The feast of unleavened bread, of weekSj and of taber^ 
ndcles, at which each one was expected to give according to his 
ability. Deut, 16 : 16. From all this it is very manifest that giving 
must have abounded as a fundamental element in the religion of 
the Jews. 

III. When we advance into the Christian dispensation, al least a 
tenth is still required. 

1. The tenth is not named in the New Testament, because that was 
already fixed, and had never been abrogated. It had an existence 
before the Jewish polity, and so remained unimpaired after that had 
passed away. Christ does not expressly mention children in the 
covenant, because they are already included. There was a change 
of the form of the sacrament, but no change of the subjects. More- 
over, marriages, when the parties are nearly related, are forbidden 
in the Old Testament. There is no reassertion of the law in the 
New, and yet we regard it as law, and so act upon it in our church 
courts. 

2. Again : are not moral duties essentially the same under all 
dispensations ? A portion of man's time must be rendered to God. 
It is sacred. It was sometimes mare than a seventh, but never less. 
The obligation to observe a portion as sacred is a moral obligation, 
which coqld not be set aside by a change of dispensation. Is it 
not equallv so with the proportion of his increase ? Never less 
than a tenth is required, sometimes m,ore. 

8. The voice of the last prophet dies away lamenting the neglect 
of this duty and insistiuff upon its observance. " Will a man rob 
God? Yet ye have roboea me. But ye say, Wherein have we 
robbed thee ? In tithes and offerings." Mai. S^. 8. 

4. Our Lord himself positively reasserted the binding obligation 
of this law at the very close of that dispensation, at the very time 
that the one was merging into the other, in his rebuke of the 
scribes, " Wo unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites ! for ye 
pay tithe of mint, and anise, and cummin, and nave omitted the 
weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy and faith : these 
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other undone.'* Matt. 28 : 28. 
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6. Paul adds his testimoQy to the same point when he says, "Do 
ye not know, that they which minister about holy things, live of 
the things of the temple ? and they which wait at the altar are par- 
takers with the altar ? Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 
which preach the gospel should live of the gospel." 1 Cor. 9 : 13, 14, 

6. Still again, when Solomon said, "Honor the Lord with thy 
substance and with the first fruits of all thine increase," it is mani- 
fest he referred to* the tithe. If it meant the tithe then, does it 
mean anything else pow ? 

7. Besides there is no change of the priesthood from that which 
existed under the patriarchal dispensation. When Paul says, 
"For the priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a 
change also in the law," Heb. 7 : 12, he refers not to the law of the 
tithe, but to the law of succession. Christ is our priest, after the 
'order of Melchisedec, hence there is no change of the priesthood 
in this r^specty and consequently no change of the law. 

8. Finally on this point, the measure of exertion required under 
this dispensation, shows that at least this much is required. Christ- 
ianity goes forth to the circuit and conquest of the world. The 
church, then confined to the Jews, now opens up her arms and heart 
to all. "The gospel of this kingdom is to be preached as a witi^ess 
unto all nations." The obligation to give the tithe is binding now 
as ever, but the whole spirit of the New Testament goes to show 
that we are not to stop with this. 

(To be continued.) 



A DIVIDED CHURCH— IS'IT A GOOD THING? 

A WRITBR in the " Christian World " answers this question in the 
aflirmative, thus : 

'* The last great source of spiritual dearth and death in Germany whrch we 
shall now specify, is the entire absence of denominations or sects. There are, 
as is well known, some sixty or seventy Baptist churches, and more than half 
as many Methodist, scattered over that great country, and supplied as mission ^ 
churches by these denominations in America. These, to a considerable extent, 
have Sabbath scRools, tolerably well organiaed, connected with them. But in 
a nation of 45 piillions of inhabitants, these bear a less proportion to the mass 
of the German people than do the Chinese among us. But wherever these 
churches are, they are the object of hatred and contempt; yea, and until v^y 
recently, of persecution, too, of the Lutheran Church. * The pious German, 
who mourns over the errors and want of religious life in his country, cannot 
Conceive that to be a better state where Christians are divided into various de- 
nominations. It would be to no purpose that you would tell him, that as the 
family is all the more beautiful for the diflPeretat characteristics of the children 
which compose it, so is the family of Christ for the unessential difference be- 
tween those who truly lore one another. Nay, he cannot conceive it possible 
that different secta can love one another. It is precisely so with the other er- 
rors of which we have spoken. The pious German stands appalled when you 
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tell him, that a young man or woman can grow up in this country without bap- 
tism and confirmation ; and you must not judge him harshly, if he should tell 
you, that such a community ought not to call itself Christian, and that God 
would before long sweep it off from the face of the earth. So also with a gov- 
ernment that does not provide for the preaching of the gospel. His faith 
was, during our war, that God was about to take from us our nationality, be- 
cause our government had neglected to provide for the preaching of the gos- 
pel to the people. That which will strike the mind of the reflective reader as 
a curious coincidence, is the fact that each of these errors exactly contradicts 
what is received as fundamental to evangelical religion in the American churches. 
While the German cannot conceive of a religious state of community without 
baptismal regenerative confirmation and the union of Church and State, the 
American Christian cannot conceive of one where these doctrines are believed. 
But whil^ more than half even of the clergy are infidels or self-styled rational- 
ists, and ascend the pulpit every Sabbath day, not to prove that the Bible is an 
inspired book, but to prove that it is not inspired ; not to prove the truths of 
its miracles, but to prove that there can be no such thing as a miracle ; let not 
the reader infer thai there are no Christians in Germany." 

In this paragraph there is no little truth — much painful trnth in 
reference to the religious condition of Germany. That it is largely a 
land of spiritual dearth and death, that still all are baptized, and 
that multitudes believe that they were thus "regenerated/* that 
perhaps half a score of the professed ministers of the gospel are,, 
at least, semi-" infidel," or wholly infidel. It is also true, we doubt 
not, that, in their ignorfince in other and more important matters, 
very many *have some ideas in regard to the value of state support 
to the church, which to us appears strange, while they may not be 
80 entirely in error on this subject as this writer seems to suppose. 
But what of that writer himself? Does he not teach strange doc- 
trine when he reckons the want of difterent denominations or sects 
among the catses of spiritual dearth ? Does he intend to intimate 
that the existence of these is desirable, perse. If so, we cannot 
for a moment accept his teaching. If we have any knowledge 
whatever on this subject, such teaching — although by no means un- 
common — is absolutely and wholly wrong. Certainly the word of 
God gives it no sanction. So far from this, it enjoins unity, often 
and most earnestly. "Now I beseech you, "brethren, by the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and 
that there be no divisions among you ; but that ye be perfectly 
joined together in the same mind, and in the same judgment," 
(ICor. 1. 11.) "Be of one mind," (2 Cor. 13: 11.) The want 
of this is condemned : "Now, I beseech you brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and oflfenses contrary to the doctrine which 
ye have learned," (Rom. 16 : 17.) It is one object of our Sav- 
iour's intercessory prayer : "That they all may be one — that the 
woHd may believe that thou hast sent me," (John 17 . 21.) No- 
ting the last clause, we cannot mistake the oneness intended. It 
must be visible^ for the " world " sees it. 

We know well that mere outward oneness is nothing worth. 
There is too much of it now in the world. When there are impor- 
tani differences in reKgious belief, it is far better that these be seen 
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and known of all men ; there is then, better hope of the truth, 
both as to its preservation and its propagation. The consequence 
of the external union between the evangelical and the heretical in 
the English Establishment, are evil and only evil. So in these Ger- 
man churches, and equally so in Holland, and some other Euro- 
pean countries. The unity "required by the Scriptures is unity in 
judgment, regarding the truth, the person, the work, the offices, 
and the law of Christ. Where these exist there will be outward 
unity. , 

This writer is wrong even in the light of history. The Protes- 
tant Church of France was united for more than a century, and has 
never been in a more lively condition religiously than at that time. 
The Church of Scotland was one for a century — absolutely no di- 
visions, and yet this was the time of her greatest purity and activi- 
ty. So to a great extent were the churches of New England. We 
might go back to the apostolic church. Instead of commending di- 
vision and schism, in thelight of facts, we are under Christian obliga- 
tion as the disciples of one Master — not many — to commend unity 
not only in heart but externally, '* that the world may believe that 
the Father hath sent him." 

Instead of ascribing any greater activity and fruitfulness that 
may be supposed to exist in the churches in America to the fact 
that we have " sects and denominations,'* we would ascribe the ab- 
sence of them in Germany to two things — fir^, to the Erastianism 
that prevails there. From the very outset of the Reformation in 
that country, the different state governments, if they ruled a terri- 
tory no larger than a first-class Illinois farm, took the management 
of the religion of their subjects ; and second, to a pre-existing state 
of error or heresy. Germany never was reformed^ and thus by the 
interference of the civil government, the church ne\i^r has had lib- 
erty of action. 

It is, to us, a most repulsive idea, that tlie church of Christ can 
be prompted to act only by one of the lowest motives — selfish rival- 
ry. That just now this has its place, may be true to some extent," 
but it surely is not necessary ; nor do we believe that it accounts 
for the hundredth part of what is done, each in its own way, by 
the various denominations which, unhappily and unchristianly, in 
some way exist here and in England. If we believed the doctrine 
taught by this writer, we would no* longer pray for the healing of 
schisms and rents in the visible body of Christ ; nbr would we 
anticipate with much satisfaction, the coming of that promised 
and blessed day when *^ Ephraim shall not envy Judah, and Judah 
shall not vex Ephraim," (Is. H : 13.^ 

We have said the ideas put fortn by this writer " are not un- 
common." They are very common, but they are so, we feel assured, 
for want of consideration. They are opposed by an opposite class 
of notions or feelings which are pressing for the union oT various 
churches, with, we do not hesitate to say, too little regard for the 
truth and the law of Christ, and that held in one body, those who 
do differ on points of a most important character. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Kan$a$ Miitian. 89 

The German churches, are progressiog in the right direction ; 
and j^retty rapidly ; but great results are not to be hoped for in 
this held until the day of the Lord comes, until the nations and the 
churches undergo the promised grand and permanent revival — now, 
we believe near at hand. J. M. W", 



KAH818 HI88I0H. 

Olathe, Joh|ison Goantj, Eas., Jan. 17, 1866. 

Deab Editors — ^In ceasing to labor in the employ of your wor- 
thy Board, a line or two explaining my change of relation to you 
may not be amiss. 

TJnder your direction I have labored, not wholly without success, 
for one year and a half; during which time I have attempted to preach 
the gospel of Christ in more than a dozen different localities, remain- 
ing a longer or shorter time in each, as wisdom dictated. At the 
call of the brethren in my first and principal station, viz. Olathe and 
Pleasant Ridge, my labors as a traveling missionary have, for 
the present, ended, leaving five stations, all north of the Kansas 
river and geographically in the bounds of the Iowa Presbytery, en- 
tirely unsupplied. 

If in the power of the Board of Missions, another laborer should 
at once be sen t to this State, as no missionary station can be expected 
to grow and flourish receiving nothing but the irregular and meagre 
supplies that our presbyteries are generally constrained to furnish. 
We must realize the fact that it is by frequent, regular, persever- 
ing efforts that success is reached in building up Christ's cause. 

If the question be asked, what advance is made in morals and 
order in this part of the State ; it must be answered, much, very 
much yet remains to be accomplished, still that advance is in many 
places made, may in truth be claimed. In regard to order and 
quiet on the Sabbath, Leavenworth will lik^^lj now compare favor- 
ably with other cities either east or west. Through the untiring 
efforts of the ministers of the several denominations and others 
co-operating with them, the Sabbath law is enforced, and Sabbath 
labor and Sabbath sports and amusements have ffiven place to or- 
der and quiet. In the towns and villages through the country the 
liquor traflic, and with it very much wickedness, is being greatly 
abated under the workings of a more stringent license system. 
Whilst profanity and injustice creatly abound, the friends of the 
Bible are being aroused ; the Bible Society is beginning to receive 
some aid, and the claims of divine truth begin to be felt. 

The membership in our infant congregation is about fifty ; when . 
I first visited this place they numbered, 1 think, seventeen. When 
organized by the Illinois Presbvtery, they pledged themselves to pay 
one-tenth of their income to tne support of Christ's cause — and w^ 
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augur for them good success in lawful enterprises : " Bring ye 
all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my 
house, and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I 
will not open you the windows of heaven'and pour you out a blessing 
that there shall not be room enough to receive it.*' 

To pious and energetic families of Coverfanters removing to the 
west and desiring a country combining many excellences, with a 
climate somewhat moderate, situated not far from the line of the 
great Pacific rail road, a wide field is here opened, and to such 
we will extend a hearty welcome^ 

Yours in Christ's work, W. W. M'Millan. 



NATCHEZ MISSION. 

Natchez, Miss., Jan. ^7, 1866. 

To the Menibers of the Central Board: , 

Dear Bkethren — I presume you would be glad to know 
what we are doing here in l^atchez. I have delayed sending you 
a full account, because there were many discouragements we had 
to meet which you would not fully understand. So I thought I 
would wait till 1 would have something cheering to write. 

Matters wear a little brighter aspect now than they have done 
since I have been here. You are aware that for the past ^two 
months I have been endeavoring to erect a building suitable for 
schools, which we have at last completed, in the face of many dif- 
ficulties and discouragements, and, under the blessing of God, we 
are permitted, under our own roof, to carry on our schools — and 
show the way of salvation. I thought at first we should have to 
purchase a lot, as it seemed impossible to rent from any one for 
the purpose of establishing a "; nigger school," and I wrote you 
that such was my design ; but after repeated eftbrts we found a man 
who was willing to rent for that purpose, and not only so, but is 
very favorable toward the schools. We at once secured the lot at 
the annual rent of one hundred dollars, for three years, and have 
no doubt it can b^ had as long as it will be needed by us for that 
purpose. The next difficulty was to build. The Bureau (or its 
officers here) promised to provide the lumber; but when we were 
ready to build he had no lumber, and we had no money to buy. 
But we musff have a house. So we called on the colored folks in 
their diffisrent places of worship, and collected as inuch as we could 

" ch scholar in the different schools 

ts to fifty cents per month ; and 

to buy the material for the house. 

I capable of seating between two 

itend to take charge of the scliool 

s. 

graded, and there will be none in 

I Reader. 
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We have also repaired a school house over the river in Vidalia, 
la., and establishea a school there of about one hundred scholars. 
The two Misses Speer teach it. It is composed of the children of 
a number of plantations combined. 

Miss Sterret will teach in the new house with me. I will also 
have with me one teacher from each of the other two associations 
represented in this place, viz. Miss Stickney, of the American Mis- 
aion, and Miss Dart, of the Northwestern Freedmen's 'Aid Society, 
both excellent teachers. We have thus united obr day schools in 
order the more effectively to carry on our work, and put our schools 
on a better basis. Miss Morrison will* teach in the Wall street 
Colored Baptist church. Miss Jameson and Miss HoUiday will 
still teach in the Be/z^iment. 

And now for the first time since I have been here I can speak 
encouragingly of our Mission. I thought the time long, but it has 
come at last, when God seems to smile on our work, and to give 
us some hope of its success. And even if I and my fellow labor- 
ers and those who have been here before me, may not be permitted 
to reap the harvest, I thank God that we have at least scattered a 
few seeds — it may be " upon the tops of the mountains '' — yet the 
" fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon." 

I cantot say that we will soon see a congregation of Covenant- 
ers here — that is more than the most sanguine expect — as the older 
ones among the colored folks are more inclined to the Methodist 
and Baptist forms than ours. ^ But we are trying to fix our princi- 
ples in the minds of the younger ones ; and under the watchful 
care and operation of the Holy Spirit, we feel sure th«y will be 
established — and that these children will one day rise up and call 
US blessed, for we expect that instead of the fathers, God will take 
the children and make them noble princes. 

I have just put in operation another matter which I think will 
be productive of good. I do not intend to run opposition to our 
worthy professors in the Theological Seminary, but I am about 
organizing a class of young men who are looking forward to the 
ministry — they seem to be devoted to the work and determined to 
engage in it, and I think if I can g^ve them any aid it will be all 
the better. In tny next I may be able to give you some fuller re- 
port of my Theological Seminary. 

Yours, very truly, J. M. Johnston. 



Time is the only gift in which God has stinted vs ; for he nevet 
entrusts us with a second moment till be has taken ^way the firet, 
and never leaves ijs certain of a third.— JPeneion. 

It is in seasons of sorrow that love more especially roots itself; 
as trees are best grafted in cloudy days. 
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INDIANAPOIIS AND ITS ADTAHTAGES. . 

In a previous number of the Reformed Presbyterian there appeared 
an article on St. Louis and its advantages ; and other locations 
have also been named in this journal. This is certainly a good 
plan, to have the attention of the people directed to certain locali- 
ties, so that they may concentrate at such places (for our own 
people will migrate as well as others) and not as has been hereto- 
fore ; one goes , to this place, and another to that, and are thus 
scattered over the whole country, some lost to the church, and not 
enough in a place to sustain a minister as he should be sustained. 
With these views, and in answer to the many letters of inquiry that 
we are constantly receiving, we will proceed to show some of the 
advantages that Indianapolis possesses. 

The church should encourage the building up, and occupying 
prominent points where the most good can be done, where the true 
principles of civil government can be brought before the law mak- 
ivg powers. Such a place is Indianapolis. It is the seat of govern- 
ment, and the principal city in the State of Indiana. We have a 
population of some fifty or sixty thousand inhabitants. Its advan- 
tages are — 

1. Morally. — ^Probably no city of the same size has as many 
church-going people as we have here. We have some thirty or 
forty churches, and ten of them belong to the Presbyterian family. 
In no place that we are acquainted with, are the leaders in society, 
the leading influential men of the city^ so devotedly Christian as the^ 
are here. ^ The leaders of our Sal>bath schools are the most promi- 
nent bankers, merchants, lawyers and physicians of the city. This 
city was first settled principally by devout Christians of the Pres- 
byterian school, and this element has continued to hold sway here 
ever since. There are fewer Roman Catholics here than in any 
city in the United States, and they have less influence either mo- 
rally, socially or politically than in any place we have ever seen. 

2. Educationally. — We have here an excellent system of common 
schools, with four academies, three colleges, &c. 

8. Bicsiness. — ^We have here one of the most flourishing cities in 
the West, being in the centre of the State, and the centre to which 
some nine or teu rail roads converge, with a good river suficient to 
furnish water power for extensive manufacturing purposes, the city 
cannot help but grow rapidly. We have here also one rolling mill 
for rolling rail road iron, eight foundries and Aachine shops, four 
larffe furniture factories, six large planing mills, two large woolen 
* mills, two paper mills, three large carriage factories, and many 
other large mills, slaughter houses for packing pork and beef, and 
other smaller mills, factories, &c., not necessary to mention ; these 
all tend to concentrate here a great amount of business. 

House building is constantly going on ; we put up the last sum- 
mer fifteen hundred houses, and the prospect now is that twice that 
number will be put up this season. 

The wages for competent mechanics range from three to five 
dollars per day ; boarding is from five to six dollars per week. 
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In company with some other members of the Ref. Presb. Churchy 
J am building a sash-door and blind factory, for the purpose of 
having a place where the members of our church can have perma- 
nent employment when they come to this city. 

Our church building is nearly finished, and is an ornament to the 
place,. and a credit to the Church ; and if the members of our church 
respond liberally, we can have it finished and have a congregation 
organized before Synod meets. The following appeared in the 
editorial column of the Gazette of this city : 

"Covenanter Church. — ^The Covenanters of this city have erected quite 
a nice frame church on South . street, which when completed, will be the 
neatest frame church in Indianapolis, and an ornament to that part of our rap- 
idly growing city." 

As to the health of Indianapolis, it is as good as any city in the 
"West, and living is as cheap. House rent is from fifteen to fifty 
dollars per month. Wood from five to seven dollars per cord, &c. 

We feel authorized to say to those who purpose to visit our city, 
that we will board free of cost, every competent mechanic or busi- 
ness man until he gets into business, if he will come here. 

We now say to those who wish to see the principles of the church 
promulgated where they will reach, and have an influence on law 
making powers— all who wish to see *'the kingdom of Christ ad- 
vanced." — " Come over and help us." J. T. Boyd, M. D. 



ADENDHENT OF THE CONSTITUTION. 

Messes. Editobs — It is gratifying to be able to inform your 
readers that the movement for the amendment of the National 
Constitution has not entirely subsided, as we had too much reason 
to fear. Only a part of those to whose direction the work was 
confided by the National Association at its last meeting were pro- 
foundly impressed with its importance, and willing to make sac- 
rifice of time and strength for its promotion. Circumstances 
purely providential prevented these from putting forth any efficient 
eflfort until the present year. 

At last the Executive Committee have succeeded in preparing a 
brief, pertinent and forcible address to the citizens of the United 
States, presenting and justifyingjthe changes in the Constitution, 
which are demanded. Whatever exception may be taken to par- 
ticular forms of expression, it will be admitted to be a very able 
paper, and very happily conceived, and, on the whole, satisfactory 
even to those who hold the most advanced views on the subject. 
This document has been issued in the form of an eight page tract, 
and has been stereotyped that copies may be multiplied at 
pleasure. In small numbers, it will be furnished gratuitously, on 
jjqpplication. Where it is desired in larger quatitities for distri- 
bution, it will be furnished, postage paidy at $2.00 per hundred — the 
mere cost of printing and mailing. The expense already incurred 
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being thus reimbursed, the Association will be able to follow this 
with other tracts from other able advocates of the cause, to he 
distributed in the same way. 
It is desired now, 

1. To circulate this appeal as widely as possible. 

2. To obtain as many signatures to the memorial to Congress, 
and in as many separate Congressional districts as possible. The 
petitions should in all cases be circulated in duplicate, the same 
signatures being obtained to two copies — one for the Senate and 
the other for the House of Representatives. 

3. That these petitions be forwarded to the representatives of 
the section where they are prepared, at such time as shall be in- 
dicated by the National Association, and not before^ that so the 
whole country may be heard from at once. 

4. That the funds of the National Association be replenished by 
direct contributions. It is desirable to employ a number of the 
ablest friends of the cause to visit difterent parts of the country 
and plant the movement where it has not yet taken root. This 
cannot be done, nor can the press be employed, nor can conventions 
be h^ld, except at considerable expense. 

6. That auxiliary associations be formed — one in each congress- 
ional district if practicable. 

Will not all our congregations enter at once, and vigorously, 
upon the work of ordering as large a number of the appeal as they 
can distribute to an advantage, by circulating the memorial in 
their various localities, and by taking up at an early day collec- 
tions for the National Association ? 

Contributions to be sent to Samuel Agnew, Esq., 1126 Arch 
street, Philadelphia. Orders for the appeal and for printed copies 
of the memorial, to Jno. Alexander, Esq., 1935 Arch street, Phila- 
delphia. T. P. Stevbnson. 



ORDINATION OF BEV. }. 0. BAYLIS. 

The commission of the N. T. Presbytery appointed to attend to 
the ordination and installation of J. O. Baylis, met in the church 
at Kortright, January 10, 1866. The members present were Revs. 
J. Kennedy, D. M*Alister, J. R. Thompson, and Elders George 
Spence and David M'Donald. After ihe examination of the can- 
didate and hearing of his pieces of trial, the Rev. D. M' Alister de- 
livered an appropriate and eloquent sermon from 1 Tim. 5 : 2^, 
***Keep thyself pure," in which he discussed the importance of per- 
sonal godliness in relation to the preparation and delivery of pulpit 
discourses — urging it on the ground that it secures diligence in 
study, subordinates all reading and study to a knowledge of Christ 
and him crucified, imparts self-forgetful self-possession in the pul- 
pit, imparts earnestness and uifrtion, and conduces to faithfulness 
m preaching the word. 
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The Rev. J. Kennedy, who presided in the ordination, having 
propounded the usual queries to the candidate, which were satis- 
factorily answered, then led^in prayer, when Rev. J. 0. Baylis was 
solemnly ordained by the laying on the hands of the Presbytery, 
and installed pastor of the Kortright congregation. After receiv- 
ing the right hand of fellowship from the commission and a warm 
welcome from the congregation, the newly installed pastor was 
addressed by Rev. J. R. Thompson, and the people by Rev, J. Ken- 
nedy. / 

The whole services were peculiarly interesting and impressive, 
and were highly appreciated by a large and attentive audience. 
This congregation, which was made vacant about two years ago by 
the death of the lamented Rev. S. M. Willson, has now received 
another under-ehepherd, under circumstances most auspicious to 
pastor and people. Our young brother enters upon an encouraging 
field of labor, and will, we trust, cause the banner of trutl^to be 
fully displayed, as in former times, in that important part of the 
Lord^s heritage. J[. R. T. 



OBITDiBIES. 

Departed this life, December 19, 1865, in the sizty-sccond year of her 
age, Mias Jane lawirf, at the house of her brother, John Irwin, in Tomika. 
Her disease was congestion of the liver, finally affecting her lungs; her sickness 
was only about eleven days. She suffered severely, but bore it very patiently 
and with great resignation to the Divine wilL 

Deceased was born near Colerain, in the Cotinty Antrim, Ireland; was while 
there in connection with the Synod of Ulster Presbyterian Church. Emi- 
grated to this country in 1833, and soon after united with the R. P. Church 
in Allegheny, under the pastoral care of Rev. T. Sproull. She has been eleven 
years residing in Tomika, in connection with the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
there, and has ever acted aa an active, worthy and much beloved member, 
earnestly devoted to the ordinances of God's house; endeared to all who knew 
her by her kind, courteous. Christian conduct. She died in peace and comfort, 
greatly regretted by all her friends and neighbors. Com. 

Departed this life, June 16th, 1865, Mr. Jas. Stitt, in the 73d year of his 
age. His disease was organic affection of the stomach and liver; he had been 
in a declining state of health for the past year, and at last was rapidly pros- 
trated. He bore his severe and lingering malady with unmurmuring Christian 
patience. I)eceased was a native of County Down, Ireland, and was connected 
there with the Synod of Ulster Presbyterian Church ; he removed to this 
oountry about 47 years ago, and settled in Muskingum County, Ohio; he 
there, under the ministry of Rey. Robert Wallace, connected himself with the 
R. P. Church, and was ordained an elder at the organization of the Muskingmm 
and Tomika congregation, which offiioe he filled with great ability in that 
locality till called from earth. Mr. Stitt was a lovitjg husband, an affectionate 
parent, a kind friend, an upright member of soci€^, a devoted admirer of 
human rights, and a wise and faithful ruler in the church of God. ^' H^" took 
pity on the poor,'* ** brought the poor that was catet out to his house," 
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*' and honored the Lord with his substance." And the Lord, according to 
his promise, abundantly blessed him even Jn temporal things. He died 
regretted by a large circle of friends and acquaintances, but they sorrow not 
as those who have no hope, for he departed in composure and peace, in the 
enjoyment of a good hope through grace. "Mark the upright man, and 
behold the upright ; for^the end of this man is peace.'' Com. 

The subject of this notice, Sarah Walkinshaw, wife of Jas. F. Thompson^ 
was born A. B. 1835, and became a baptized member of the visible church in 
the Brooklyn congregation, then under the care of !Rev. H. Walkinshaw. She 
obeyed the command, " Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth," 
and made a public profession of her faith in the same congregation at an early 
age. She adorned that profession by a consistent life. In June, 1865, she 
removed with her husband to Oil City. ,But this was not to be long her home. 
She took lier bed early in September, and after a lingering illness, which was 
sometimes very painful, she went to rest on the 5th of November. Her death, 
deeply %iourned by her husband, her little daughter, and numerous friends, 
afforded comfortable evidence of her state, as well as a happy proof how sweet 
are the consolations of the Spirit in the hour of dissolution. '^0 Death I 
where is thy sting ? " 

Joseph G. Garrett died in Oil City, November 10th, 1865. His friends 
returned from the funeral of his sister, Mrs. Thompson, only in time to 
follow his remains to the same resting place. He was about twenty-six years 
old, and leaves a young wife to mourn his loss. May He who is the widow's 
stay comfort her in this her great trial. Joseph became a member of ther 
church when the congregation was organized at Oil City. He had, and 
manifested, a deep interest in the affairs of the congregation, Though unob- 
trusive in his turn almost to timidity, his influence was felt. For one4>f his 
means he was liberal, and his attendance on the ordinances was punctual. For 
all these reasons he is much lamented. His lo^s is a sad one to the little con- 
gregation, but none doubt who knew him the loss of his friends is his eternal 
gain. ' 



Died, December 14th, 1865, at Oil City, Anna Mary, agen ten months^ 
She was the only child of Robert A. and Mary A. Bole. Oh ! how hard 
it was for them to give her up almost without warning. She was only sick 
two days. But it was God's call. They will go to her, but she will not return 
to them. ^< Even so, Father, for ^o it seemed good in thy sighl" B. 



Wb earnestly recoraineud the missionary enterprise referred to 
in the communication of Dr. Boyd .to the liberality of the Church. 
Brother Crozier and the Dr. are making Ikrge sacritices to build 
up a congregation in the capital of the State of Indiana. From 
some parts of the Church they are cheered by encouraging words 
and generous contributions. In others, we are pained to hear that 
there is a disposition to treat the matter as visionary. Time will 
show whether or not it is wise to make light df strong faith and 
earnest self-denial. T. S. 
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TIB BDDCATIOH OF THE FEEBDIER. 

Bt the commoQ consent of Christendom, the edae&tion of the 
millions of liberated slaves ih America is esteemed one of the 
greatest and best works of our day. The s^^mpathies of civilized 
nations of both hemispheres are awakened in oehalf of the freed 
people. To educate the freedman — to fit him for the new sphere in- 
to which he has passed — to qualify him to take his place by the side 
of his more privileged brethren as a freeman and a citizen — ^to take 
his place and keep pace with his fellows in the onward march of 
the grand army composed of volunteers of almost every nation un- 
der heaven, is not inappropriately called ^Hhe duty of the hour.*' 
Not only during the war, but after the war, may the voice of Pro- 
vidence be distinctly heard, warning the American nation, in tones 
solemn and unmistakable, that it can only prosper as it treats with 
justice and humanity the long-injured bondman. God has linked 
the destiny of the American Kepublic with the humble and long- 
despised victims of her avarice and cruelty. If there is anything 
peculiarly cheering to the heart of the serious and thoughtful 
Christian patriot, in the events of the present day, it is not the 
cunning schemes of reconstructioniats, nor the resistless power of 
our arms, nor the vast resources of material wealth, but rather the 
indications of national repentance and national reformation; chief 
among which is the disposition to car^ for the poor and needy and 
to raise up the weak and lowly. 

The Government, by means of the Freedmen's Bureau, en- 
deavors to extend protection to freedmen in the full enjoyment of 
their civil rights in all parts of the country. It also aims to extend 
to the freedmen the advantages of education. In accomplishing 
this latter object, the Government accepts, and for the most part 
rdUs upon the aid of associations and churches, all acting for one 
end, and all considered as connected with the Freedmen's Bureau. 
In this way schools :have been opened everywhere — a grand and 
most successful school-system has been speedily put into oper- 
ation, enlisting the sympathies of the best people m the land, re- 
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ceiviDg not only the liberal contributions of rich and poor, not onl^ 
the benedictions and prayers of the pious, but receiving the self-sacn- 
ficing labors of devoted Christian men and women from all parts of 
our land. The Government engaged in feeding the hungry, pro- 
tecting the weak, educating the ignorant, deseroes -and receives the 
support and sympathy of all good people. Besides the contribu- 
tions of money and clothing coming from every village and almost 
every dwelling throughout the loyalStates, there has been for years 
an alnoost constani; accession of no^eans from friends abroad to the 
various churches or associations engaged in the education of the 
freed people ; and occasionally large contributions sent directly to 
the Government. Twice has Birmingham sent to the War De- 
partment, to be used in behalf of the freedmen, the princely suih 
of five thousand dollars in gold, thus expressing at once sympathy 
with the freedman and approbation of the liberal policy of the Go- 
vernment toward him, ana confidence in the honesty and humanity 
of those in charge of this department. 

The churches of this land have nearly all been regarded, and 
j astly regarded, as more or less pro-slavery, insomuch, that admo- 
nitions and rebukes, plain and pointed, were from time to time 
tendered them from sister churches in other lands. Now that 
slavery is a thing of the past, these same churches are watched, that 
it may be seen whether they will act in accordance with the spirit 
and precepts of Christianity, by rushing to the help of the poor and 
lowly, in theirliour of need, or will continue to manifest that irra- 
tional, anti christian prejudice, which they cherished and fostered 
of old. 

The war for justice and for freedom, as against injustice and 
slavery, has not only purified the political atmosphere, but promises 
to affect favorably the churches of this land. One instance may illus- 
trate this. Early in the history of the rebellion, Eev. Dr. Sunderland, 
of the First Presbyterian Church in this eity, warmly sympathized 
with the country, dared to pray for the President of the United 
States, dared to rejoice at every victory of the Union arms and weep 
over every defeat. This gave offense to many of his congregation. 
The alienation continued "for five years,'* and wanted only an oc- 
casion to burst forth in proslavery and chivalric fury. Last week 
that occasion was offered. The lady managers of the National As- 
sociation for colored orphan* resolved to arfc Frederick Douglas to 
deliver a lecture in aid of their cause, and asked and obtained the 
First Presbyterian Church for that purpose. The lecture was de- 
livered to a full house. The " eminent American citizen" was in- 
troduced to the " vast and intelligent audience" by Chief Justice 
Chase, who deserves and will receive lasting honor, for throwing 
the weight of his great character in the scale of justice and right. 
The speech was on " The assassination and its lessons." It was, 
however, indirectly a most scathing and i^esistless rebuke of Presi- 
dent Johnson and his policy, and a most successful appeal to Ccn- 
Sess and to the couniryy in the interest of justice and humanity, 
eantime the righteous souls of some fourteen members of Dr. 
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Sanderland's congregation were not a little vexed. Some of these 
fourteen were members of the "board of deacons and temporal com- 
mittee." They publish a card, stating that* by "the promiscuous 
gathering of white and black, disgrace and discredit would be 
brouffht upon the church." An eflfort is being made to drive Dr^ 
Sunoerland from his place. It will fail. His congregation has but 
placed itself in sympathy with the Ohurch of Christ throughout 
the world. It is stronger than before, richer in faith, readier for 
every good work, and withal, more respectable and more respected 
than in the days when its fair fame was jealously watched and 
sacredly guarded by the slavery-loving and negro-hating pharisees 
of the " temporal committee." Let us hope that a like chanee 
may take place everywhere, until the church in America, wholly 
purged of its greatest scandal and disgrace, shall become " a habi- 
tation of justice" and "mountain of holiness." 

The importance of the work so vigorously and marvelously 
prosecuted among the freedmen, may prove to be far beyond what 
any one has hitherto imagined. In this, as in most great move- 
ments, whether for good or evil, more may be involved than the 
wisest of the actors themselves dream of. Could a wise Christian 
philanthrophist have foreseen the present critical condition to which 
our country has been reduced by the assassination of its Chief 
Magistrate— so wise, so kind, so honest, so intensely seeking to do 
right — and by the accession to power of a man so effectually be- 
clouded by proslaveiT prejudice as to be unable to see except as 
one half-cured of his blindness — ^who, when asked if he saw aright, 
replied, "1 see men as trees walking ;" — could he have foreseen 
the bold and desperate efforts of the enemies of freedom and jus- 
tice, from one end of the land to the other, and from a party hos- 
tile to the rights of the freed people — ^a party not merely frieindly 
to the proslavery rebels of the South, but m harmony with them ; — 
could he have foreseen that this great party which gathers to it- 
self whatever is corrupt, whatever is vile, should not only attempt 
to make the President of the United States its leader, but should 
succeed in luring him away from justice and decency — what 
wiser course could he have proposed in order to ensure, that the 
great boon of liberty should be effectually secured to the freedmen, 
than that very course^ which has been pursued with marvelous prompt- 
ness and alacrity by noble and generous impulses of the great 
christian communities of the loyal and enlightened North ? " Ed- 
ducation, immediate and ample for young and old, small and great. 
Let there be day school and night school. Sabbath school and 
industrial school — ^Bibles and Testaments, books and tracts. 
These will accomplish a work which no combination of slavehold- 
ing traitors can ever undo." 

in another article I may be able to give the friends of this Mission 
some idea of the nature of the work we have to do ; as also Some 
views respecting the amount and kind of success to be expected. 
I am very sure, that no one of the thousands who take an interest 
in our work can form aby conception of "a mission to freedmen" 
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that in any degree approximates to the reality. The depths of degrcuta- 
tion, ignorance, indolence, irr^Jigion and vice in which hundreds of these 
people are found, cemnot be understood by persons a thousand mUes dis* 
iant. By a singular fatality, or a happy instinct, the very spot 
selected for owr mission was among the poorest of the poor, and 
even here the better class, the more enterprising and thrifty 
(if that term may be used of any of them), are constantly seek- 
ing and finding employment elsewhere. There ia left to us the 
most helpless, shiftless and degraded. This is by no means a rea- 
son for relaxing our exertions, it is rather a cogent reason for "doub- 
ling our diligence." Here we have the opportunity of helping the 
most abject of the unofiending victims of satanic cruelty. Let us 
toil on, inspired not by the prospects of splendid results (statistical 
or otherwise), but in the faith that the work is pre-eminently a good 
one — ^that it has the approbation of our Heavenly Father — and 
that \xx ^^due season " we shall reap if we faint not* 

I have been employed for weeks in attending to the compliftinte 
and wants of the hundreds of colored people in the vicinity <rf our 
mission, all of whom are referred to us. we are expected to re- 
lieve their wants, or send them certified to the Fr^dmen's Bureau 
or to the agent of the National Freedmen's Belief Association. This 
work has been exceedingly onerous, and has taken the place of al- 
most every other duty. If it were not for the prospect that it will 
last but a few weeks, courage and strength would fail. 

I am happy to be able again to acknowledge liberal contribiitionB 
of money and clothing from various parts of the church. 

J. M. Armour, 
SupL jRef Pres. Wash Mission. 

861 4} street, Washington, D. 0. 



BDITOBIiL CeBSBSPOHDBIICE — LETTER Till. 

Bbrne is the capital of the Canton of the same name, and also of 
the Swiss Confederacy, which now consists of twenty-two Cantons. 
Originally, that is, from A. D. 1807, there were but five. In that 
year the Forest Cantons, under the lead of Wm. Tell, rose againet 
their Austrian governors, and became free. Their number has in* 
creased until in 1814, Geneva and*Neufchatel, and the " Valais/* 
having joined the Confederacy, it attained its present magnitude. 
The population is now about two and a half millions of industrious, 
and, upon the whole, thrifty people. Berno is much the largest in 
population, the most aristocratic and influential Canton. At one 
time its territory extended almost from the northern to the south- 
ern boundary, embracing, too, the best part of the country for ag- 
ricultural purposes. The city decidedly took the side of the Ref- 
ormation as early as 1527. For a year, the controversy raged with 
almost unexampled fierceness. The next year, 1528, a public dis- 
putation was held in the city-^Zuingle, principal .champion of 
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Protestantism, which terminated in the accession of the entire 
Canton to the cause of Reform. This was followed by great re- 
sults. The strength of Berne was subsequently employed in the 
defense of the faithful laborers, Farel and others, in other Cantons 
south and west. I should have stated that Berthold Haller was the 
earliest pastor of Bern^, and that there he lived, labored and died.* 

The city is singularly located. It occupies a sandstone peninsula 
lying west and east, around which flows the river Aar, almost one 
hundred feet below its surface. The main streets run from west to 
east, and are ancient streets, retaining all the peculiarities of three 
or four hundred years ago. The leading street has a number of 
fountains of odd devices, from which waters flow in great abun- 
dance, Mid are carried off by a channel occupying the centre of the 
street. The pavements are covered by arches on both sides ; the 
houses, large three story buildings, reaching over them, so that the 
traveler may walk nearly a mile, sheltered from heat or rain. The 
bear is the heraldic emblena of Berne, and is seen in wood, or stone, 
or bronze, in all places, while on the east bank of the Aar, at the 
eastern extremity of the town is the " Bears' Den," in which the 
living animal is confined and tended. 

Berne is a large town of nearly 80,000 inhabitants. Its " West End'* 
presents a very fashionable display of buildiuffs, public and pnvate. 
The whole city, dwellings and stores, is well built, except the east- 
ern section, and the part lying in the narrow strip between the 
river and the perpendicular wall of the cliff oh which the main city 
rests; there the edifices are very old, and appear tol)e of the filthy 
and frail sort. 

From Berne, I visited Lucerne. The route is bv railway, steam- 
boat and diligence (a stage-coach.) The scenery throughout is sur- 
passed only in Switzerland itself. Here, for the first time, I came 
within near prospect of the great mountains which distinguish the 
"Bernese Oberiand"— mountains from 8,000 to 13,000 feet in ^ 
height, their snow clad summits ever lifting their beautiful forms 
toward the heavens. There was every appearance of comfort 
among the people, all of whom were industriously engaged in their 
various occupations. In every village there are manufactories of 
some sort, just as is our own New England. All was quiet — no 
rudeness, no loud and boisterous talking, no misbehavior toward 
the strangers constantly pouring through their country. On our 
way we sailed through the lakes of Tnun and Brienz — beautiful 
sheets of water, bounded by lofty mountains, and adorned by oc- 
casional villages, or old ruins of church or mansion. The town of 
Interlacken occupies the northern sidfe— part of it — of the neck of 
land between the lakes, and is a delightful place, largely resorted to by 
strangers, many of whom remain there for weeks. The magnificent 
"Jungfrau" — one of the most celebrated of the Swiss mountains — is 
here seen, with its subordinate the "Silverhorn" — audits glacier 
shining splendidly in tHe light of the sun. It appears through the 
giq) between the " Faulhom" in the east and a mountain on the 
' * See D*Aabigiie*8 Reformation, Book XT. 
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west, by which the road passes to one of the grandest moantain 
groups even in this land. 

So far we had been from the town of Thun in a valley, out of 
which there is no egress, in an eastern direction, but by the "Brunig 
Pass/' This begins a short distance from the town of Brienz, at 
the head of the lake, where I spent the night. You first pass up 
the bank of the Aar, having a precipitous and lofty mountain on 
the left hand. I had no idea this was to be crossed. It seemed an 
impossibility. I supposed we were to follow up the river until we 
should reach some lateral valley and so escape. iN'ot so ; we turned 
presently and assailed the precipice. The road was good, and we 
gradually rose higher and nigher ; the road winding up the rocky 
mountain side by manv zigzags, white nearly all the way to the 
summit we could look down upon the valley of the Aar — the same 
scene, onlv getting farther off from it At times the road passes 
under rocK, having been cut through the perpendicular face of the . 
cliff. In the most dangerous places there are battlements on the 
exposed side of the rot^. This is a specimen of one of the passes 
in Switzerland, and the only one I saw ; but it is far inferior in all 
the elements of the great and impressive to a number of others, both 
south and east of it. The descent was as beautiful as the ascent was 
grand and sublime ; but I should have said that for much of the 
time we were in sight of the high, dark "Faulborn," with its 
long^and slender water falls, and of the snow clad " Sustenhorn." 

we now entered a Popish Canton — Unterwalden, one of the 
primitive Cantons, and even yet very primitive in its customs. It 
was here I saw a woman threshing with a flail. The ride from the 
summit of the Brunig was exceedingly beautiful to Alpacht on an 
arm of the lake of Lucerne, where we took the boat for the city 
of the same name. Comfortable looking towns lie on the road, of 
which liungem, lies on the side of the mountain in a valley of 
about a mile in length and a quarter in breadth, is most delightfully 
situated, and evidently prospers through the industry of its inhab- 
itants, who are engaged iu some kind of manufacturing. A little 
beyond we had a view of the three tops of the snow clad " Wetter- 
horn." We had then a succession of lesser villages, some of thenx 
possessed of traditional interest, and all of them fair to the eye* 
This was my- only diligence ride. I enjoyed it much. The scenes 
^ were new and pleasantly diversified, my companions mostly spoke 
En^^lish, and we made just the progress that had been promised, 
while the boat was a pleasant change. It carried us rapidly into 
the vicinity of historic scenery, as well as natural scenery of unu- 
sual interest. The lake of Lucerne is the grandest in its surround- 
ings of all the Swiss lakes. It is sometimes called the ^' lake of 
the Four Cantons," — Unterwalden, Schwj^tz, Uri and Lucerne — 
four of the five which first achieved their liberty by their brave and 
devoted opposition to their foreign tyrants, and so became the 
^nucleus of the present Confederacy. 

We now found ourselves surrounded by the mountain ranges and 
peaks that give character to this lake. On the left Mons Pilatus,\ 
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once supposed to be so called from the Boman governor, Pontius 
Pilate, who, it was, said, had drowned himself in a small lake upon 
its summit, but now, known to be simply "pileatus^'— capped — with 
a letter dropped out, so called because so very oflten covered with a 
cloud. On the right, the "Rigi," a favorite resort for the puroose of 
, obtaining a general view of the mountains of Switzerlana. On 
the southern and eastern brow of this mountain is the ^^Bossberg,^' 
a part of which slid down in 1806. It fell 3,000 feet, and overwhelm- 
^ed four villages, with 500 people. Lucerne is still Popish, both city 
and canton. An attempt was made by more than one of "the 
excellent" of the days of Switzerland's Reformation, to introduce 
the Word of God into Lucerne. The first of these in order and in 
gifts, was Oswald Myconius, a native of Lucerne, a scholar and 
teacher, subsequently professor of languages at Basle. He was an 
early convert,, yet remained and taught here until 1622, when he 
was expelled by a decree of the municipality, " and in the moment 
when this poor man, in company with the helpless sufferers de- 
pendent upon him for support, bade adieu to the sublime natural 
grandeur of his birth-place, the go9pel itself departed from Lucerne, 
and there Rome reigns unto this day.''* 

The view of Lucerne as you go down the l^y — the town is at its 
foot — is very striking It is mostly built upon the rising ground 
on the north-east, its old walls^and towers of the 14th century 
still standing. As you approach nearer, you see that the river — 
Reuss — divides it into two parts, the old town on the east much the 
iarger. On entering, it is at once seen to be an old^town. It has its 
fountains and its narrow streets, its old insignia, all marking its 
antiquity. I did not remain here long, but soon took my departure 
for Paris, with the hope of being in Glasgow by the 21st of Sep- 
tember. The railway to Berne passes through a fertile and highly 
cultivated district On the route is the village of Sempach, where 
in 1386 the Austrians were defeated with fearful slaughter by the 
Swiss. It was in this battle that Arnold von Winkelried gathered 
as many of the enemies' spears as he could reach, and pointing 
them to his oji^n body, and calling upon his countrymen to remem- 
ber his wife and child, lost his life that he might make way for 
his comrades into the ranks of their enemies. 

From Berne I went to Neufchatel, supposing that I had " regis- 
tered " my traveling bag for Paris. They give no " checks " across 
the ocean ; but baggage may bo registered for any place on the 
line, or on connecting lines ; a very convenient method of dis- 
posing of it, as there is no additional expense. This was the only 
occasion on which I everthoughtof availing myself of the arrange- 
ment ; induced at this time by the fact that there were two changes 
before leaving Switzerland. In the sequel, I found it an unfortunate 
attempt to avoid trouble. 

On the way to Neufchatel, there is little of interest. It is a rich 
country, and there are pleasant It^kes. From Neufchatel, however, 
the road passes through a gap in the Jura Mountains — a tremen- 

» See D^Anbigne's Beformatlon, Book VIII. 
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doua- gap— ^here the road runs bigh up on the north side of a 
profound abyss, along which flows a small stream. In the course 
of a few miles, there are many tunnels, and many places where 
the rails lie on the brink of a precipice. Soon after entering this 

forge, I had a very grand view of a large part of Switzerland — 
elow is the lake of Neufchatel — beyond it, and north and south, th« 
vine-clad hills and vales of western Switzerland — beyond them, the 
horizon was bounded — half of it at least, by the snow-clad mountaine 
of the Bernese Oberland — and south of these, the range of Mount ^ 
Blanc — quite plainly in sight, although not less than eighty miles 
distant. It was the finest view I had enjoyed since entering this 
land of magnificent scenery. 

In living this part of my wanderings, I cannot but regret that 
I had so little time to become better acquainted with the people — 
especially with the evangelical Christians. To me, it is a country 
of exceeding interest. K I had had time, it would have been very 
easy to have gotten access to the class of inhabitants I wished 
most to see. M. Merle is, of course, universally known, and with 
his help, admission can be had anywhere. To have satisfied my- 
self, however, would have required at least a month, and adding 
the natural sights, I would have needed another month. 

When we reached Pontarlier, where the custom-house officers 
examined the baggage, I discovered to my surprise and sorrow, 
that my traveling bag was not with us. I wrote at once a note ia 
French — the first attempt I had ever made to write a real French 
letter— asking the ^^ chef de bureau de baggage" at Berne to forward 
it as soon as possible to Paris, expecting that I would get it, at 
furthest by Tuesday or "Wednesday, which wouldleave time enough 
to accomplish inv ulterior designs. It was Saturday, and I stopped 
at 10 P. M. at Dole, a considerable town in France — about 10,000 
inhabitants. I spent a very long Sabbath there. My Bible was 
in my baggage at Berne, and I had nothing to read. After sonae 
questioning, I determined to see how the Sabbath was observed in 
Dole. The hotel is just beside the cathedral, and turning the cor- 
ner, I found myself in the market — a kind of curb-stone market — 
under the very walls and windows of the cathedral. There were 
grapes, and cauliflowers, and potatoes, and some knit-work and 
etceteras, exposed chiefly by women, and all very quiet. I observed 
the entrances of the cathedral, and although it was the time for 
opening services, very few attended — ^a very small proportion of 
them men. I then passed through the main street, and found 
most of the stores open, and work going on, such as shoemaking 
and millinery; some stores were closed — one in twenty or thirty 
The larger establishments, such as manufactories in the outskirts, 
were idle. There were some walking in the streets, but not many ; 
and I must say I saw no lounging boys and young men on the cor- 
ners of the streets, no noisy gatherings in any drinking-house, 
nothing but the utmost decorum iBverywhere. The fact is, a great 
portion of the inhabitants, were, evidently, at some employment. 
How it was in the evening I do not know— I did not go out. Dur- 
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ing the day, I saw eight priests together proceeding in double file 
to the cathedral; most of them joungmen : and soon after nearly 
the same number of soldiers ; a very significant conjunction, an 
emblem of the relation that exists over nearly all Europe between 
the priesthood and the military-^where the first controls the faith, 
the latter will be needed to control the bodies of the people. And 
here, having mentioned priests, I may go on to say, that m France, 
they still show themselves like locusts for multitude, and curious look- 
ing creatures they are. The first one I noticed narticularly was in 
the waiting room of the railway as I was about to leave Paris for Ge- 
neva. While sitting there, an old woman, near seventy, perhaps, en- 
tered, who seemed to m^ to be rather an odd character — eveirthing 
appeared strange about her dress, bonnet, fece, shape complexion. 
But I was soon satisfied |;hat the thing was a man, and, of courser, 
must be a priest. His dress was a dark gown — fastened around his 
body by a girdle, and reaching from the neck to the heels ; his hat 
was so wide-brimmed that it bung down, and inside his gown there 
was some kind of under dress which appeared at the breast and on 
his arms ; his face was round, full, and soft looking. He bustled 
about a good deal, and I saw him afterward worlang his way to 
the front of the train, carrying his ''traps" as if afraid of losing 
his passage. He was, indeed, a singular looking figure. The or- 
dinary priests, however, are dressed only in a long dress, fitting 
closely about the neck and body, buttoned all the Way down the 
front, and reaching, like the old man's, to the heels. They were 
all made of some kind of dark summer cloth. Some of these had 
a portion of their dress fastened up by a oord attached to its lower 
border and to their girdle, which was also a cord. Some wore or- 
dinary hats, others a kind of cap. I met with a French gentleman 
on the top of an omnibus in Paris, who could speak English very 
well. He told me that the country-men have still some respect for 
the priests ; but that in the cities the men despise and hate them. 
They have everywhere a much stronger hold of the women. I 
am sure that if they should appear in our public streets, wearing 
the dress with which they show themselves m France and Switzer- 
land, the boys would follow them with shouts and laughter, and, 
perhaps, pelt them with stones. I saw que bareheaded monk. 
He was in the court of the Hotel du Louvre in Paris. He was a 
filthy looking vagabond, with a serge frock on, girt with a rope — 
bare-footed and bareheaded. How Tow men can make themselves, 
and how passing strange that they can pride themselves on their 
dirt and partial nakedness, and imagine tnat these things commend 
them to God's favor. There is a great deal to be done yet before 
Europe becomes really and fully christian. 

On Monday, I returned to raris, reaching it at a late hour in 
the evening, by which I had an opportunity, however, to see one 
of Napoleon's lines of Boulevards, lit up and in all its glory. A 
fine show it made — street-lights and window-lights made night like 
day : wliile crowds filled the pavement, many of both sexes sitting 
on chairs, conversing and dnnking wine or beer, others walking. 
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These boulevards are wide streets, lined with trees, and are very 
splendid streets at all times, and of ffreat beauty at night 

But what shall I sajr of Paris ? Uf course I do not intend to 
gjive a minute description either of what I saw there, or of the 
city. It is all that it nas been said to be — in the beauty and mag- 
nificence of its public buildiuffs ; in the order and cleanliness of 
its thoroughfares ; in the wealth of pictures and statues, ancient 
and modern, which fill the halls of Louvre ; in the extent and good 
taste of its parks and promenades ; in the splendor of its stores 
and bazaars, and in the countless multitudes that every hour pa- 
rade its avenues; in the systematic arrangement of its lines of om- 
nibuses, and city conveyances ; in the grandeur of its hotels ; in the 
auiet and freedom from disturbance that reigns in all quarters ; in 
tne evident and entire subjection of all classes to the rule of an 
unprincipled usurper; in the almost total disregard of God's hol^ 
day, and in the worldliness, and yet general suavity of its inhabi- 
tants. Immediatelv subsequent to my arrival I visited the Parks 
of the Tuilleries, the Elysian Fields, and the Bois de Boulogne, 
with its " Jardin d'acclimitation," where are gathered plants and 
animals from nearly all parts of the earth. In some respects the 
public grounds of London, audits Zoological collections, are superi- 
or to anything I saw here, but such a vista as is seen from the 
highest point on the west of Paris — miles of elegant edifices ex- 
tending to the east, including the chief palaces of the Emperor, 
and a still greater length of avenues to the west, reaching through 
beautiful scenes far into the environs of the city, I had never im- 
agined. The next day, I incidentally met the friends with whom 
I nad left Allegheny and crossed the ocean — ^Dr. Jacobus and a 
part of his family. With them I visited the principal object of in- 
terest in Paris, and also Versailles, fifteen miles to the south. This 
is the grand palace of France, erected at an immense cost by Louis 
XIV. It was, indirectly, one of the causes of the terrible French 
Revolution of 1789. Its erection added almost fabulous sums, to 
the debt of the kingdom, but pay day came at last — for this and 
other extravagant expenditures of the French monarchy, and every 
other resource exhausted in vain, Louis XVI called together the 
National assembly and then, came the reckoning, sad and fatal to 
the aristocracy of France, but, upon the whole, good for the world* 

A line of sixty miles would encompass the palaces and grounds. 
These last are laid out, in the vicinity of the palaces, with con* 
summate skill and taste, but with an absolute disregard of expense. 
There are thfee palaces — the least of which would house a regi- 
ment. The great pjilace is a four-story edifice, with many wings, 
in all containmg about 400 rooms, of which 388 are crowded with 
paintings or statuary, while many of the ceilings are adorned with 
the most beautiful frescoes. Here is the history of France made 
visible to the eye. Her great men, her leading men in letters, art, 
war, and government, her wars, all her great oattles, except those 
m which she was beaten — Waterloo is not there—- and lastly, her 
noted women are all there. Four hours enabled us to enter and 
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explore but seventy rooms, tax hour or two having been taken up 
in visiting the smallest of the palaces — similar in many respects, but 
differing in otie interesting feature ; for in this are the rooms oc- 
cupied bjr the first Napoleon, and his wife, Josephine ; and re- 
maining in the precise condition in which they left them. We 
saw, also, the Imperial stables where are some five or six carriages 
worth millions of dollars-— one of these with linings studded with 
gems, and all thickly gilded. The day for such ultra- magnificence 
and lavish expenditure for mere show, of treasure wrung from the 
hard earned pittance of the poor, has gone by, never to return. 
There were no accounts to be rendered in those days by the rulers 
of France. The maxim of Louis was " L'etat : c'esse moi " — I am ' 
the State. The present Kmperor while controling far larger re- 
sources than his predecessors of the 16th and 17th centuries, has 
his accounts to render, and he knows the past. He understands 
well that nearly all revolutions spring directly from questions of 
finance. 

It brought serious reflections to stand on the site of the Old 
Bastile, where so many vietims of the heartless tyranny of the 
French monarchs, lay and pined, often for years, until death re- 
leased them. It is now masked by the " column of the Bastile." 
Or, by the fountain that is said to mark the spot in the *' Place 
Louis Quinze" where stood the guillotine by which so many of the 
victims of the French Revolution were beheaded, among them 
Louis XVI, and Maria Antoinette. Or, by the Hotel de Ville or, in 
its halls, where sat the terrible municipality of Paris during the 
same fearful period, and where Robespierre and his semi-savage 
companions met their awful end. Or, to traverse the paths of the 
cemetery of Pere la Chaise, and look upon the tombs of distin- 
guished Frenchmen, including nearly every man of distinction 
ft)r some generations past. Or, to pass through the grounds of the 
Hotel de Cluney on the south side of the Seine, and examine the 
remains of an ancient Roman edifice, most of the walls yet stand- 
ing and its various apartments distinguishable. Or, to pass through 
the "Palace de Justice," where Louis XVI was tried, knowing 
that beneath your feet are ever-dark cells where state criminals were 
immured for long years often, ere they were led out to trial and to 
death ! Localities like these, are found only in old countries, and 
most of them only in countries where injustice has usurped the 
seat of justice as has nearlv ever been the case in France. 

I spent a Sabbath in Pans. I have already stated, I believe, that 
there are forty places in that city where the " gospel" is preached 
" every Sabbath day." I went to the " Oratoire," otfe of the evan- 
gelical churches. Leaving my hotel at an early hour, I walked 
about a mile, for this church is situated on a lot extending from 
the Rue de Rivoli — the great east and west artery of the city — to 
the next street, also one of the most important, the Rue St. Honori, 
and directly opposite the Louvre : of course, in the most public 
part of Paris. It is a large building, and, with chairs on the fiooT, 
and, in parts, three galleries. When I entered, the Sabbath school 
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was in seseion. There were, probably, sixty or seventy children 
present. Lady and gentlemen teachers engaged, chiefly the for- 
mer. It sat until 12 o'clock. Then there was a sermon, by Mr. 
Reville. I could only make out that the subject was prayer. They 
sang Psalms xxxiL, cv. and another that I have forgotteij. The 
sermon was about an hour long, and was preceded by the reading 
of the Bible and a prayer by some young man. Psalm books were 
three times distributed by a young lady. The preacher was not 
very animated ; not nearly so much so as M. D'Aubigne was at 
NeufchateL The singing was very touching. All sang, and kept 
perfect time. A bride was there ; her first appearance, I presume, 
*since "the event.*' She occupied a front seat in a very conspicu- 
ous box on one side : yet I saw no smiling, or any conduct unbe* 
coming the Lord's day or the house of God. The church, which 
will hold some seven or eight hundreds of people, was closely filled, 
I may add, the order of exercise differs much from ours. It was 
with great interest I met with these descendants of the devoted 
Huffuenots, assembled together for the worship of God in a city 
"wholly given to idolatry." For there is little change from the 
days of the week to the sabbath here. It was, on a large scale, 
what I had seen in Dole. The only changes were — an occasional 
store shut — its occupant, likely off to the horse-race in the Bois de 
Boulogne — and a cessation of the work of building : stores nearly 
all open — ^vehicles running to and fro, gardens, &;c., filled with 
pleasure seekers ; for on the Sabbath they amuse themselves even 
more than on other days. The Sabbath before I arrived, there 
had been a great "fete" at the palace of St Oloud, eight 
mi^es out, attended by 50,000 people^ and on this Sabbath, the 
races to which I have referred, in the citv itself. 

I was in Paris ten days. I remained there the first week waiting 
for my traveling-bae which came safely, and, I suppose, as^rapidly 
as I could reasonably expect. However, it was too late to allow 
me to visit Glasgow accoraing to my arrangement and wishes. So, 
X did not leave Paris until the middle of the following week, when 
I crossed over to London. Of it, and some other places and 
things, hereafter. J. M. W. 
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Cotttinued from page 8a 

n. The principles upon which U should be given. 

1, As an a6t of justice. The tithe belonged of right to Melchis- 
edec as God's representative. Not from any poverty of circumstan- 
ces but as his plain matter of right, he accepted it, and as an act 
of justice, in discharge of a moral obli^tion, Abraham paid it. 
^i The Jews were taught to regard it m the same light Hence 
when the tithe was withheld the prophet says for God. " Ye have 
robbed me, even this whole nation, * ♦ ♦ i^ tithes and 
offerings." 
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It is the riffht of the minister to live At the altar. The pittance 
that is paid him is no charity ; it is simply the discharge of a just 
debt, a claim which Christ makes for his servants, which cannot be 
withheld without great injustice as regards him and downright 
robbery as regards Sod. "Not grudgingly or of necessity," (2 Cor. 
9 : 7,) refers not at all to this, but to free-will offerings. 

2. Aa an act of gratitude. " What shall I render unto the Lord 
for all his benefits toward me," (Ps. 116 : 12.) Abraham returning 
from the battle, and feeling that he owed the victory to God^ gave him 
a tithe of all the spoils The Hebrews looking back to the deliv- 
erance God had so wonderfully secured them, felt disposed to ac- 
knowledge this in the gathering of the harvest. So we, recognizing 
divine goodness in the sun that gives us U<;ht, in the rain and dews that 
water and refresh the earth, producing fruitful seasons, should with 

fratitude acknowledge it in free-will ofiierings as well as the tithe, 
'almudical writers inform us that liberal persons were in the habit 
of giving a fortieth, as a free-will offiering, and some even a thirti- 
eth, and that such as were penurious or covetous gave only a 
sixtieth; 

8. It should be given with love. This is the vitalizing rule and 
and the impelling power. Impelled by this, men will push the 
scale up instead of down. In the first ages of Christianity, many 
gave away all that they possessed. The poor widow gave away all 
her living. Zaccheus gave half his goods to feed the poor. Even 
in a former dispensation they gave till they required to be restrain- 
ed from giving. (1 Ch. 29; Ex. 25; Ezra 2: 68.) 

4. It should be given in feith. * "Honor the Lord with thy sub- 
stance and with the first-fruits of all thine increase, so shall thy 
barns be filled with plenty and thy presses shall burst out with new 
wine " — " Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou shaltfind it af- 
ter many days" — "He that hath pity on the poor lendeth to the^ 
Lord." From all these it is manifest that God requires us to give 
in faith, nothing doubting, taking God at his word and asking no- 
questions. 

6. As an act of honor. ^ Honor the Lord with thy substance." 
The first-fruits and the first-bom of man and J)east were God's, for 
he accepted only the best. The finest specimens of tl;ie animal 
tribe— the most perfect and free from blemish — bled upon His al- 
tar; gemsofthe brightest lustre, fabrics of the finest textureandrich- 
est hue, and vessels of the moat. precious and durable metals, were 
provided for the tabernacle. 

Even the heathen acted upon the principle of honoring their 
gods by giving them the best. Their shrines were covered with 
the most costly and precious gifts of the nations. Pliny says the 
Romans never tasted the new corn or wine till the priest had 
offered the first-fruits to the gods. Homer says his countrymen 
offered not only the first-fruits but the choicest to the Lares, their 
household gods. In this spirit Tibullus writes: 
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« My grftteftil frnito the eurliett of the yesr, 
Before the rural gods ehall daily wait ; 
Trom Geres gifts 1*11 cull each browner ear, 
And hang a wheaten wreath before her gate.'* 

6. It should be done with religious veneration. The Old Testa- 
ment saints desired that God's worship should be maintained in 
sjplendor and honor, with some correspondence to the character of 
the great God they worahiped. Hence in the building of the tem- 
ple and on other occasions, they exhibited the most generous and 
noble support of his worship. 

ni. Motives and reasons enforcing the adaption of this plan, 

1. It will secure system and curtail expenses. If we regard one- 
tenth of the wheat and corn, the garden and orchard, the flock and 
herd, as sacred to God, there will be an effort to ascertain howmuch it 
is each year. Remembering that but nine-tenths are our own, we 
begin at once to make the scale of our expienses correspond with 
that. Any family now living upon the ten-tenths can live upon 
nine-tenths,, and instead of running behind, such will begin to pull 
up every jrear. 

2. It will secure the divine blessinff upon our estate. " Gk>d*8 

Erovidence extends to the barns as well as to nations." "Honor the 
lOrd with thy substance, and with the first-fruits of all thine in- * 
crease ; so shall thy barns be filled with plenty and thy presses shall 
burst out with new wine," Prov. 8 : 9. 10. K we are so blind that we 
will not learn it in providence, we must accept thecreat truth here 
taught, that His hand can touch the sprine that will either open or 
shut the door of prosperity upo^ us. "There is that scattereth 
abroad and yet increaseth." "Give, and it shall be given unto you ; 
good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running 
over, shall men ffive into your bosoms," Luke 6: 88. " The liberal 
soul shall bo ms^e fat, and he that watereth shall be watered also 
himself," Prov. 11: 25. "He which soweth bountifully shall reap 
also bountifully," 2 Cor 9 : 6. 

3. It will ward off the secret curse of God which clings to the 
person and estate of those who rob God. The prophet Zechariah 
saw the flying roll written all over, on both sides, with curses enter 
the house of the thief and the false swearer — ^the house of him 
who robbed God, and there consuming him and his most cherished 
idols. By the last prophet God says, " I will curse your blessings," 
"yea, I have cursed them already." Why? because the nation 
had robbed him. He smote them with blasting and mildew and 
with hail in all the labor ef their hands. They cam& to a heap of 
twenty measures, and found but. ten. They came to a press vat to 
draw out fifty vessels, and they got but twenty. They looked for 
much, and it came to little. When they brought it home God 
blew upon it. They earned* wages to put it into a bag with holes. 
All this because they robbed G^d, illustrating the great principle, 
"There is that withholdeth more than is meet, and it tendeth to 
poverty." In the same spirit the proverbs, " Charity is the hedge 
of riches." " Save to give and give to save." " Scattered seed 
increases, hoarded seed dies." 
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4. It will not only secure a blessing upon our estate, but will 
also enrich the soul. " He that watereth shall himself also be 
watered ;" " The liberal soul shall be made fat ;" and all this in 
illustration of the Saviour's aphorism, " It is more blessed to give 
than to receive." 

5. It will secure our interest in the different schemes of the 
Church, and thereby lead us to examine what is being done for 
Christ among the nations. If one has something to eive every 
year, he will begin to look about to see where it may be used to 
the greatest advantage, and when once given it is likely to secure 
our prayers. 

6. It would bring an immense revenue to the Church, and thereby 
greatly increase the machinery and agencies for the spread of the 
gospel. The light of the Church would be greatly intensified — a 
broader line of distinction would be kept up between the Church 
and the world — the ministers of religion would be freed from anx- 
iety and want,Jand raised above that contempt which is incident to 
a state of poverty. 

7. It is God's own plan. He knows well its influence both upon 
the giver and in promoting the object for which he gives. It must 
be as superior to all other plans as divine wisdom is superior to 
human, and will be attended not only with present, but with abun- 
dant future reward. " In keeping of his commandments there is 
great reward." For any man or set of men to suppose they can 
make a wiser or better, seems to be virtually to reflect upon the 
divine wisdom and to resist the divine authority. 

8. Finally, is there not still another consideration enforcing this 
duty ? By the proper use of the mammon of unrighteousness, we 
.may make to ourselves friends to receive us into everlasting habi- 
tations, (Luke 16 : 9) " Oh to be welcomed to heaven by those we 
have guided and allured thither, or to whom, though unknown to 
us, we conveyed the means of their salvation ! To traverse with 
them its wide domain and endless joy, and to feel that every self- 
denial and sacrifice of time and means had helped them hither." 
" Oh to stud my Saviour's diadem with ever-shining gems ! That 
imperishable riches and eternal delights, repaying with infinite in- 
terest every service and privation on earth." An afflicted mother 
in Israel declared she would not be without the benefit of self-de- 
nial for Christ ; all the labor, toil and suffering she had endured for 
him, only increased her love to him. She bought the cheaper 
dress that she might aid in co^erin^ the nakedness of others ; she 
fed on half a loaf that she m%ht divide with the hungry, and to 
be welcomed to heaven by those who will say, " I was naked and 
ye clothed me," " I was hungry ^nd ye fed me." In contrast with * 
;this, see the end of a life of luxury and selfishness — "In hell Dives 
lifted up his eves, being torment, and saw Lazarus in Abraham's 
bosom." . In this life even good men are tormented with such sad 
rieflections as these: "I professed to love .Christ and to seek his 
glory, but never understood the true measure of pecuniary conse- 
cration ; t laid my plans and employed my time and talents chiefly 
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to multiply wealth. It might have turned to unspeakable account. 
I put away the claims of humanity and religion with the smallest 

? possible pittance. I spent all in luxury, and all is now over. I 
ieared to leave my children to the care of a gracious Providence, 
and in my anxiety to get riches my children have called them the 
only good, and seek none other." 

In view of all this, what is. our interest and duty ? ** Who " 
among us " is willing to consecrate his services this day unto the 
Lord?" 

. Let not the poor say, "I have nothing to give." The story of the 
widow of Sarepta, who gave her last, teaches us that there is none 
who may not do good ; a pair of turtle doves or two young pigeons 
will be accepted of him who has not a lamb. Of the poorest God 
claims his proportion. 

Let not others say, *^I need not adopt it, because others will not, 
my little will amount to nothing." Q-iving is a personal duty, it 
concerns yourself more than others; you are expected to give, not 
because others do, but because Christ has redeemed you ^nd you 
give unto God. Besides, 

'< Little drops of watelf, little gprains of sand, 
Make the boundless dcean and the beauteoas land ; 
Little moments, humble though they be, 
Make the mighty aees of eternity ; 
Little deeds of kindneils, little acts of love, 
Make this earth an Ed^n, like the heaven above ; 
Little deeds of mercy done by infant hands, 
Qrow to bless the nations far off in heathen lands.'' 

Let not others say, " This is a Jewish arrangement, it is not for 
the regulation of my conduct." It existed before the Mosaic law^ 
and instead of being abrogated, is enforced anew in the New Tes- 
tament, Does Christ require — does he denire— rdoes he expect that, 
in this dispensation of light and love, you should give at least one« 
tenth ? 

Let it not be said again, " I do not know how to get at the 
tenth." The role is easily learned — it is the tenth of the increase, 
not a tenth of all that remains' after the necessary expense of the 
family has been borne — a tenth of the actual increase from field, 
forest, garden and orchard, herd, flock, &c., &c. If grain has been 
fed to stock for sale and family use, you tithe the stock at market 
price. If two hundred bushels of corn be fed to swine and they 
are sold for a thousand dollars, that is tbe increase for both the 
grain and swine, and if two hundred dollars has previously beeu 
paid for the stock, you tithe the eijpit hundred, eighty dollars. If 
your farm produces foiir hundred dollars by your own labor, you 
should tithe the four hundred, forty dollars. If you pay two hun* 
dred dollars for rent or hired help, you tithe the two hundred, 
twenty dollars. 

May we not earnestly entreat every reader of this article to be- 
gin this system now?, and enter in writing the following vow, viz. : 

After due deliberation and prayer, I do hereby record the reso- 
lution I have made this day, to lay up $— monthly, to be expend- 
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ed upon benevolent and religious objects. Out of this sum I have 
determined to give to the undersigned objects theamouot attached 
to eacH ' 

ots. 

For Pastor's Salary, 

Foreign Missiops, ... 

Domestic Missions, , 

Freedmen's School, 

" Freedmen's Mission, 

'• Theologrical Seminary,..., 

•* Bible Society, 

other benoTolent objects. 
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THE GIINT CITIES OF BiSHlN. 

BT EBT. J. L. POBTim. 

Bashan is the land of sacred romance. From the remotest an- 
tiquity down to the present time, a strange wild interest has clung 
to it. The aboriginal inhabitants of this old kingdom were a race 
of giants. It has hitherto'been an almost unknown region to ua 
It lies to the north of the Dead Sea, and the east of the Jordan. 
Both land and people here remain thoroughly Oriental. Nowhere 
else in Palestine is patriarchal life so fully and so strikingly exem'- 
plified. The social state of the country and the habits of the-peo- 

<)le are just what they were in the days of^braham and Job. Iso- 
ated from the rest of Palestine, away from the route of the Grand 
Tour, and roving Arabs rendering life and property insecure over 
everjj part of it, scarcely a half dozen travelers nave ever explored 
it. Curiosity has generally been baffled ajt the very border of this 
land of the Bephaim, or **the giants," as the Scripture word should 
be rendered. Yet here it was that " Og, king of Bashan," ruled 
over a powerful and populous country extending from Hermon to 
the Jabbok, and from the Jordan to the desert; here it was that 
the last remaining monarch of a giant race extended his sway over 
a domain which included within its limits three-score walled cities 
and unwalled towns without number. It was a splendid inherit- 
ance. The rich plains, and wooded hills, and noble pasture lands 
of Bashan offered a tempting prospect to the sheph^d tribes of Is- 
rael. Collecting all his forces, the giant king marshaled them on 
the broad plain before Ednei. But his army was defeated, and 
he himself slain. The iron bedstead of Og, carried away as a tro- 
phy by the children of Ammon who followed in the wake of the 
Israelitish army for the purpose of plunder, was "nine cubits in 
length," and " four cubits in breadth after the cubit of man." 
(Deut. 3: 3.) 

Nothing related of this giant race is more wonderful than the 
8 
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number of their strong cities. What, to a modern Colenso, gazing 
down from the heights of Anti-Libanus upon the broad desert re- 
gfion before him, would appear more incredible than the record that 
m Argob, one of the little. provinces of Bashan — about thirty miles 
by twenty— Jair, a chief of the tribe of Manasseh who completed 
the cor quest of Bashan begun by Moses, took no less than sixty 
great cilieSj " fenced with high walls, gates, and bars ; besides un- 
walled towns fi great many !*' (Dent. 3 : 4, 5, 14.) Why, he might 
ask, accept any story of giants at all ? But to locate in such a rocky- 
region, far from the sea or any stream navigable for commerce, 
such an empire, with its numerous fortified cities and teeming pop- 
ulation, might well seem a taxing of human credulity. And yet the 
explorations of this English missionary and traveler fully confirm 
and establish the Scripture narrative. With his own eyes he has 
seen that it is literally tru?. The cities are there to this day. Somo 
of them retain the very nj^mes given them in the Bible. After the 
lapse of three thousand years, the boundaries of Argob are still 
clearly defined, a'hd these great cities whieh he visited and inspect- 
ed are many of them almost as perfect as when first deserted by 
their inhabitants. " Bashan is, literally crowded with towns and 
large villages, and though the vast majority of them are deserted, 
thej/ are not ruined. I have more than once entered a deserted city 
in the evening, taken possession of a comfortable house^ and spent 
the night in peace. Many of the houses in the ancient cities of 
Bashan are as perfect as if finished only yesterday. The walls are 
sound, the roots unbroken; the doors and ev^n the window shut- 
ters in their places.'* And yet the foundations of these walled cit- 
ies aiid stone castles were ancient ,when the corner-stone of the 
Grecian Parthenon, or the Roman Pantheon, or the Jewish Temple, 
was laid. And the reasc^ of this wonderful preservation is found 
in the character of the structures. " The houses of Bashan are 
not ordinary houses. Their walls are from five to eight feet thick^ 
built of large and quarried blocks of basalt; the roofs are fofmed 
of slabs of the same material, hewn like planks, and reaching from 
waU to wall ; the very doors and window-shutters are of stone. 
Some of these ancient cities have from two to five hundred houses 
still perfect, but not a man to dwell in th«m.** Fit abodes of a 
giant race ! Here we probably have the very oldest specimens of 
domestic architecture in the world. Silent and untenanted, many 
of them perhaps since the days of Og himself, these massive struc- 
tures remain to add their silent testimony to the truth of the Scrip- 
ture record, and confound the subtle but superficial reasonings of 
modern skeptids. 

The question how a population such as must once have crowded 
these cities could be supported, is answered by the extraordinary 
fertility and capability of the soil. Without commerce, the people 
must have depended chiefly on agriculture. And the country of 
Bashan seems to have been an earthly paradise. "The strength 
and grandeur of its oaks (Ezek. 26:6), the beauty of its moun- 
tain scenery (Ps. 68: 15), jthe unrivaled luxuriance of its pastures 
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(Jer. 1 : 19), the fertility of its wide spreading plains, and the excel- 
lence of its cattle (Ps. 17 : 12 ; Micah. 7 : 4), all supplied the sacred 
penman with lofty imagery." 

Such a people, trained to war, and dwelling in fortified cities, 
located in the glens and on the heights of Herm on, and amidst the 
rocky defiles of Argob, could never have been conquered by the Is- 
raelites except under the special guidance and by the assistance of 
Heaven. Against all attacks they might seem to be sufliciently 
protected within their fortresslike houses; and it seems proba- 
ble that while their nationality was destroyed and their power ut- 
terly broken, yet they were never entirely subdued even by the 
Israelites — at least some of the native tribes were not exterminated. 
But that their walled cities failed to offer effectual resistance to the 
inroads of a nation unused to war; that the giant strength of 
Heshbon and Ba^han fell before a nomad people, whose only reli- 
ance, under God, was for a long time at least upon their flocks and 
herds, reveals quite distinctly the supernatural element that is com- 
mingled with the real history of the conquest of Bashan, and con- 
tributes to disarm the critic of his objections. 

Christianity was introduced into this province by the Apostle to 
the Gentiles. " When it pleased God, who separated me from my 
mother's womb, and called me by his grace, to reveal his Son in 
me that I might preach him among the heathen ; immediately I con- 
ferred not with flesh and blood ; neither went I up to Jerusa- 
lem to them which were apostles before me ; but Iwtntinto Arabia." 
Bashan at that period formed the principal part of the kingdom of 
Arabia. His ministry there was evidently successful. ' As early as 
the fourth century, the mass of the people were Christians; the 
temples of idolatry were transformed into Christian churches. 
There was then no fewer than thirty-three bishoprics in the ecclesi- 
astical province of Arabia alone. But the contrast at the present 
day is fearful : 

**The Christians are now nearly all gone; but their churches are 
still there— two or three turned into mosques, but the vast majority 
of them standing desolate in deserted cities. Noble structures 
some of them are, with marble colonnades and stately porticoes, 
showing us alike the wealth and taste of their founders; and now 
remaining almost perfect, as if inviting the influx of a new Chris- 
tian population. There was something to mp inexpressibly mourn* 
ful in passing from the silent street into the silent church, and es- 

Secially in reading, as I often read, Greek inscriptions over the 
oors, telling how such a one at such a date had consecrated this 
building, formerly a temple of Jupiter, or Venus, or Astarte, as the 
case might be, to the worship of the Triune God, and had called it 
by the name of the blessed saint or martyr, sp and so. Now there 
are no worshipers in those churches, and the people who for twelve 
centuries have held supreme authority in the land, have been the 
constant and ruthless persecutors of Christians and Christianity." 
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LETTBR FROM RET. B. J. DODDS. 

LucESCo, March 7tb, 1866. 

Dear Brother Wylie — ^I h^ve just returned from a tour in the 
field of my former pastoral labors. The joy of meeting again, 
after an absence of more than uiue years, a people to whom I had 
stood in so endearing a relation, was like the joy of one's espousals. 
Still it had one drawback, as what earthly joy has not? Some 
dear faces were missing ; faces on which I should have liked to 
look once mofe, but never shall — in this world. 

You know my congregation comprised six little groups of Cov- 
enanters, distributed over an area of about forty-five miles in 
length by about thirty in breadth, lying in the four counties of 
Armstrong, Clarion, Jefferson and Indiana. We called it Reho-. 
both, seeing that we had room, and trusting that the Lord would 
make us fruitful in the land. My pastorate, which was a very hap- 
py one, commenced in June, 1862, and lasted till September, 18f 6, 
when you took me away from among my own dear people to send 
me to the Foreign field. 

i was succeeded, Mav 11th, 1859, by the Rev. T. M. Elder, an able 
minister and a faithful and afteetionate pastor. In the course of a 
year or two, the congregation having grown, and bro. Elder's bod- 
ily strength proving inadequate to the vast amount of riding de- 
manded by such a scattered charge, the field was wisely divided, 
three of the stations comprised in it being formed into a new 
congregation, which took the name of Salem. By the favor of the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, Salem congregation was settled, Feb. 
6th, 1862, under the pastoral care of Rev. A. J. M'Farland, a man 
every way suitable for the place, the people and the work. 

It was a great satisfaction to me on my return to find my chil- 
dren walking in the truth; and I was very glad and very thankful 
for all the evidence I saw of the abundant blessing of the Head of 
the Church on the arduous and self-denying labors of my beloved 
brethren Elder and M'Farland. Since the time of my departure 
there have been erected within their bounds five new houses of 
worship. Three of these are finished, and the other two are nearly 
so, and I believe none of them are burdened with debt. The Salem 
congregf^tion, bro. M'Farland's charge, has about as numerous, I 
think quite as numerous a membership as my whole congregation 
had when I took charge of it in 1852. The other part of the field, 
which retained- the old name of Rehoboth, and remains under the 
pastoral care of bro. Elder, has not nearly so fertile a missionary 
soil ; society outside of our communion, throughout that part of 
its bounds in which most of our people reside, having completely 
crystallized, or rather petrified, more than a generation ago. It has 
also suffered considerably within the last nine years from deaths ^ 
and removals. The consequence is, that it has not, in visible 
growth, yielded nearly so large a return for the labor bestowed upou 
it, a6^ the Salem congregation. Bro. Elder finds, however, a con- 
siderable offset against these discouragements in the very distinct 
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mark which he has been enabled to make in the community around 
him, through the medium of an excellent academy of which he has 
charge, in the pleasant little villaffe of Dayton, in the northwestern 
part of Indiana county, and which he conducts in a very efficient 
and satisfactory manner, with the help of an able corps of teachers, 
chosen always with equal regard to their scholarship and their re- 
ligious principles, 

I must confess frankly, that in revisiting the scene of my early 
labors, my main object was to see and salute as many as possible 
of my dear brethren there and the friends of the olden time ; while 
I made the special work with which I am charged by your Board, 
that is, the raising of funds for the Foreign Mission, quite a second- 
ary considertttion. The circumstances too were unpropitious. Be- 
ing unable to fix the time of my tour long enough beforehand, to 
})lan its details in advance^ I came down on them in most places 
ike Elijah the Ti^hbite, without any sufficient forewarning or 
announcement. The weather was very disagreeable, the roads very 
bad, and the evenings (part of the time) vtry dark ; which, you 
know, makes a great difference in an enterprise, the success of 
which depends on meetings held at many and widely distant points 
in the backwoods, among a scattered people. Still, I succeeded 
far beyond what anybody but one who knew the people would 
have expected ; and if the rest of the church does half as well, the 
Foreign Mission treasury will overflow before October. One thing 
in relation to the contributions of the people there deserves com- 
mendatory notice, viz. that what they gave, they gave without ask- 
ing ; except in some cases such asking as was implied in announce- 
ment on short notice, of a collection to be taken up at the close of 
some lecture or sermon. 

Before entering upon the statement of the receipts for the For- 
eign Mission Fund from those bounds, I must mention a previous 
one, viz. : 

Jan. 23. From Brookland,* «27 00 

Received within the boundi of Rehohoth congregation : 

Feb. 12. From Christian friends at Dayton 14 53 

*^ " Rev. T. M. Elder and family, 10 00 

13. « Piney,t 20 00 

14. « Wm. Thomas, at Mahoning^: .*. 100 

16. " Robwt Pollock, -^ 5 00 

16. « Robert M'Isaae, « ....: 10 00 

19. « Chrietian friends at " 9 56 

Received within the hounds of Salem congregation, 

Feb. 19. From Bear's Run, 21 00 

25. « Belleview, 2a 75 

28. " Wm. P. Jenks, Esq., BrookTille, 5 00 

♦ I hare not yet given the other branches of bro. Reed's congregation ano pportanity 
to make sptcial contribntions. 

f Piney had rery recemly made its regular contribution on a liberal scale. 

J Some of the brethren at Mahoning who desired to contribute liberally were not pre- 
pared ; but they know how to forward through their pastor. 
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Feb. 28. From other Christian friends in Brookville, <.... $43 60 

March 2. " Mrs. E. Minor, at Warsaw, 1 00 

*• " JohnBell,at " 100 

'< " a collection at <* 3 33 

3. '* Mrs. Sarah Conn, " 5 00 

4. <' another collection at " 22 10 

" ^^ Christian friends at Beechwoods, 8 68 

5. «' Isaac Temple, " 2 00 

" '* Miss Jane Hanna, " ........ 100 

*' " Joseph M'Giffio, at Jefferson, 5 00 

$236 55 
Expen$e$y charged to Foreign Mistion Fund, 

"Feb. 8. Fare on R. R. from KisMminetas to Kittanning, .1 $ 55 

March 6. Fare by stage from Jefferson to Kittanning, 4 50 

'* Other expenses en rov^«, 1 00 

" Fare from Kittanning to Kiskimin^tas, by R. U 60 

7 Uncurrent money thrown inadvertently in collections^ 4 30 

$10 95 

Having now fairly set out, I expect to continue my travels with 
little interruption till fall, and in the course of time to visit as 
many as possible of our congregations. My intention is to take up 
a special collection for the Foreign Mission Fund wherever I preach 
or lecture, unless where by a special dispensation I shall see best 
to omit it. I hope to have good reports to send in to you from 
time to time. Yours, truly, 

R. J. DODDS. 



CONSTITUTIONAL AIENDHENT— AN OBJECTION ANSWERED. 

Thb following paragraph, contaijaed in a letter from an esteemed 
friend, presents in a plausible light a popular objection to the relig- 
ious amendment of the Constitution : 

" You contend that there should he embodied in the Constitution : a recog- 
nition of God as the source of all authority^ an acceptance of the Holy Scrip- 
tures as the supreme rule, and a declaration of subjection to Christ as King. 
Now I think you should wait until men believe these things, before you re- 
quire them to make a profession of believing them. Unbelief is a sin, but 
professing belief when it does not exist, is adding sin to sin. Surely you 
would not wish the people to be worse than they are. I think that such a oon- 
fession honestly made would entitle a man to church privileges, and conse- 
quently the people of the United States would be turned into a great national 
church. It is undeniable that the majority of the people are unbelievers in 
the above named truths, and it would be hypocrisy in them to make such a pro- 
fession. So long as sinful obligations are implied in citizenship, you may 
justify yourselves in keeping apart, but it will be difficult to do so on the 
ground that the people are unbelievers. There is to be no fellowship with 
unbelievers in the church, but it will be hard to prove that this rule is to be 
applied in civil matters/^ 

To this we reply : 
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Constitutional Amendment — an Objection Answered, ll9 

1. That the difficulty which our correspondent finds in the 
amendment, is as really in the Constitution now as it will be after 
amended The only niiff'erence is, that now it bears on another 
class. The Constitution is now infidel. Christians in swearing to 
it swear to an infidel political creed. There is no neutral ground 
"between Christianity and infidelity — no platform on which they can 
consistently meet in political fellowship. Ei-her the Christian 
must hold his religious creed in abeyance, or the infidel must for 
the time ignore his. The objection of our friend would be con- 
sistent if presented by an infidel, but it is a little too disinterested for 
a Christian to urge it against a reform that would relieve himself 
from the difficulty. If it would be hypocrisy to require an infidel to 
profess political Christianity, it would surely be that and something 
worse to require, as is now done, a Christian to profess political in- 
fidelity. Even on the low ground of preferring the less of two evils, 
the argument is on the side of the proposed amendment. 
. 2. The question must be decided on higher principles than ex- 
pediency. " To the law and testimony." Does God require nations 
to own his authority, his law and his Son ? Our friend, and all who 
present this objection, believe that he does. Should not that,set- 
tle the question ? Where is the duty of nations to submit to God 
and Christ conditioned on the belief of all the people that such 
is their duty? We say all the people, for on the principle of the 
objection, so long as there is one who does not believe these 
truths, they cannot be inserted in'the Constitution. Hypocrisy in 
one is as really bad as in a million. A nation has no more right 
to make one of its subjects a hypocrite than to make nine-tenths 
of them. If there is any force in the objection, it puts the largest 
majority, in so far as this reform is concerned, under the control 
of the smallest minority. And this* is the logical result of sub- 
stituting any human standard of duty for the divine law. 

3. An oath of allegiance to a government does not necessarily 
imply a subjective personal state in harmony with the principles 
on which it is constituted. -It is in this way tnat Christians defend 
themselves against the charge of inconsistency in swearing to the 
government as it is. They do not mean to approve of the infidel- 
ity of the, Constitution, and we give them credit for sincerity. It 
would be unkind and perhaps unfair to hold them up as hypocrites, 
because in the church they profess subjection to Christ in all 
things, while in the nation they refuse to submit to him. The 
same construction could be put on the act of infidels swearing al- 
legiance to the Constitution as amended, without adding hypocrisy 
to their infidelity. 

4. We do not believe that any association formed on the prin- 
ciple of the proposed amendment would by that fact be constituted 
a church. If it were so, then it is the will of God that nations 
should be churches, for that nations are required to acknowledge 
God, obey his laws and submit to Christ, our friend will not deny 
in the face of such declarations as Prov. 3:6; Deut. 17 : 18, 19 ; 
Psalm 2": 11, 12 ; Col. 3 : 17. If to obey God transforms a nation 
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into a church, we cannot help it. No harm, but great good will 
come of doing what God requires. But there is no need to fear 
this. God has appointed both the Church^and the State, and he 
requires them to remain distinct, though both to be in subjection 
to Christ. Families are not constituted churches, when the di- 
vine directions in regard to marriage are regarded, "Be ye nat 
unequally yoked with unbelievers," and *' Let him that marrieth, 
marry in the Lord." 

5. We know of no way of bringing the people to see that it is 
their duty to amend the Constitution in these points, but by urging 
it on them. God employs means to bring about his purposes of 
good to individuals and nations. Would our friend have us to re- 
main silent in regard to the duty of nations to God and Christ, 
while the irreligious are straihing every U/crve to perpetuate the 
gloomy reign of infidelity? Is this all that is required of us as 
witnesses for Christ ? 

6. It is immeasurably more dangerous to displease Christ than 
to oflfend his enemies — to deny to him his rights, than to abridge 
the self-originated rights of men. Men have no rights that inter- 
fere with the rights of Christ. Consequently as it is his right to be 
owned in the constitution of a nation as its King, the fact that this 
would embarrass those who oppose and hate him, in entering into 
sworn connection with the government, cannot justify the denial of 
that right Eather it is a reason why the nation should subject 
itself to him, that it may escape-his wrath denounced on those who 
are on the side of his enemies. "Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, 
and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kiudled but a little," 

T. S. 



AFFAIRS ABROAD. 

Italy. — These are momentous days for Italy. In no country 
are greater changes going on. In business, literature, religion, all 
is motion. A writer in the " London Quarterly" says : 

''The manicipalities and communes are everywhere bestirriog tbemseWes in 
the work of local improvement; schools of mining and agriculture are awaken- 
ing enterprise ; the universities are once more crowded with students, and great 
ecclesiastical reforms have already been effected, and the general spirit of in- 
quiry which has been aroused renders the position of the Papacy more precar- 
ious in the land of its origin than in any country which still boasts its authority 
or acquiesces in its spiritual pretensions.^' 

He gives some details on the subject of common education : 

f'Not only have elementary schools been opened in ailmost every commune, 
but numerous training schools have been established, and lay masters are being 
substituted for ecclesiatftical as rapidly as they can be procured. According to 
a recent return there are only 840 communes, out of the 7,780 which the king- 
dom contains, now unprovided with elementary schools. The Sicilian provinces 
have doubled the number of their schools (since the constitutional govemmeot 
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WM esbablislied) ; those of the RomagDa have tripled theirs. The greatest de-. 
sire is everywhere displayed for instruction by the uneducated adult population 
— ^a very hopeful symptom for Italy — for, according to the last census, out of 
21,777,534 inhabitants, there were 16,999,701 who could neither read nor 

write The progress which education has made in the city of Naples is 

one of the most happy results of the change of government. Fifty new schools 
have been opened by t^e municipality, and sixteen evening institutions have 
been established, where thousands of workmefi, with the eharacteristic quick- 
ness of the Neapolitan, not only learn in two months to read and write, but be- 
come so far conversant with arithmetic as to sustain a very satie&ctory ezami- 
nation." 

These improvements tell upon political movements. **The 
Christian World" presents us with the following very hopeful ac- 
count: 

^' The Italian House of Deputies consists of four hundred and forty-four 
members. Suffrage is not universal as with us, but made dependent upon a 
property quahfication, which restricts the right of voting to about seven hundred 
thousand men, in a total population of about twenty-one millions. While, 
therefore, in the United States the relation of voters to inhabitants is nearly 
one to seven, in Italy it is one to thirty. In the former elections only two of 
the political parties had taken an active part — the adherents of the Government 
and the Liberals. The former desire the completion of the sectional unity of 
Itafy by means of the annexation of Rome and Italy ; but they have full con- 
fidence in the intentions of the Government, and with it believe that undue 
haste might imperil the realization of the fond wish of Italy. The Liberals 
regard the course pursued by the Government as too slow and timid. They 
especially denounce its alliance with France, and loudly call for action. In 
questions of hotpe policy, they sympathize with the democratic and republican 
tendencies in other countries of Europe, while the Government party generally 
are attached to the present f(»rm of government, and particularly to a restricted 
law of suffrage. 

** Both these parties, by advocating the annexation of Rome to Italy, have 
put themselves in open opposition to the Church, whicb threatens with excom- 
munication every one who aid^ in the abolition of the temporal dominion of the 
Pope. The reunion of the larger portion of the Pope's dominion with the 
kingdom of Italy is, therefore, looked upon by the Church partj as a sacrile- 
gious act, and in order not to appear to rec<^nize it, the party generally abstained 
from taking part in the former elections. This year, fearing that by contin- 
uing the policy of abstention they would wholly lose their hold of the nation, 
they determined to mur^al all their forces for the electoral contest. Every- 
where they have had their own candidates whose platform was ' the law of the 
Church rather than thci unity of the nation/ The result now lies before us. 
It is the most crushing defeat the Church party has for a long time received 
in any of the Roman Catholic countries of Eurc^e. Of the whole number of 
four huodred and forty-four deputies, no more than a dozen belong to the cler- 
ical party, all the others being either Ministerialists or Liberals. The voters 
of Italy have thus declared, by an overwhelming majority, that they have ceased 
to respect the laws of their Chureh concerning temporal matters, and that the 
thunders of the Vatican have for t^em no longer any power to alarm. This 
determined opposition to the Roman Church law is a gratifying guarantee to 
the prospering Protestant missions. 

" The legislative acts of the new Chamber are likely to be fraught with grave 
and momentous events in the history of Italy and the Church of Rome. France, 
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in accordance with the Franco-Italian Convention, already has hegun to with- 
draw her troops from Rome. Italy is hound hy the Convention not to encou- 
rage in any way an insurrection in the Roman 8taU;s, and the Government 
means loyally to execute this stipulation. But it is the general opinion of those 
who are well-informed ahout the disposition of the population of the Roman 
States, that the Romans alone will he ahle to cope with the Pope's army,' how- 
ever much reinforced hy foreign nierceoaries, and to effect their independence 
and reunion with Italy. This stru^le for liberty will begin soon after the 
oempletion of the evacuation, and the progress of the movement, and thn atti- 
tude of the Italian parliament with regard to it, are sure to command the at- 
tention of the whole civilized world." 

In the same magazine, we find the following interesting state- 
ment: 

** Whnt the llalians demand. — 1. That the laity must recover the right of 
choosing their ministers, and of administering the .temporal concerns of the 
Church. 2. The Bishops must be chosen by the clerj^y and the congregations 
without prejudice to the rights of the Crown. 3. Bishops and Metropolitans 
must be reinstated in their ancient positions as Diocesans and Provincials, the 
present servile dependence on Rome, and all oaths of vassalage to her ceasing. 
4. The celibacy of the clergy must be a matter for their own choice and determin- 
ation. 5. The laity must have unrestricted liberty to read the Holy Scrip- 
tures.N 6. The Liturgy must be read in the national tongue, an^ in a form in- 
telligible to all. 7. ConfesHon must be no longer obligatory, but voluntary, 
and the communion must be received in both kinds. They go further. They 
are determined to break to pieces the Papal despotism, restore the primitive 
condition of the Church, and bring about a good understanding between the 
clergy and laity," 

It will be understood that these movements are all independent 
of the efforts of the Waldenses, and French and Swiss Protestants, 
and others in the same field. These are the "demands" only of 
the Italians themselves. 

Mexico. — We noticed in a late number a remarkable anti-papist 
movement in Mexico. The same periodical contains these state- 
ments : 

<^ The number actually engaged in the reform movement it is not easy to 
estimate. The number connected with each circle is not uniform nor contin- 
uous. But it is safe to say that thbre are at least one hundred engaged in it, 
and not less than five hundred who are interested in it, and desire to see it 
succeed. This is inferred from the facts that many letters of inquiry are received 
by the reforming priests from those who are seeking information ; and many 
secret calls are made on them, when traveling, by persons of whom they had 
not previously heard. 

*^ It should be known that this movement is entirely religious and not at all 
political. On political questions the reforming party are not of one mind, 
some heing in favor of Maximilian, and some for a republic. They do not dis- 
cuss that subject. What they want is a purer faith, and clearer knowledge 
of the way of salvation, and of the truth as it is in Christ. For this they study, 
and examine, and pray, seeicing the aid of the Divine Spirit, according to the 
promise of Christ to lead them into all truth. Having thus but one object, they 
keep themselves from all political entanglements, and are willing to accept any 
form of government that may be most acceptable to the people of Mexico. 

*' Being entirely a religious movement, it is interesting to know how far they 
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have advanced in their views of the tnith. They discard the \leading errors 
of the E«>n)ish Church. Thus they abjure auricular priestly confession,' the 
worship of images, the adoration of the Virgin and of saints, the celibacy of 
the clergy, and transubstantiation. They use both elements in the Lord's 
supper, and advocate giving the Scriptures to the people. In a word, they re- 
ject the pipe of Rome and all his authority. Yet they have not definitely 
settled upon any form of ecclesiastical organization. On this subject they 
are making further inquiry, waiting for further light from above, and seeking 
guidance of the Holy 8pirit. They are men of prayer and deeply religious 
conviction. 

^' Nor is this movement confined by any means to the clergy. The laity 
are deeply interested in it. In some places they even precede the clergy,* and 
are in advance of them. Indeed, the demand among the people for the reform- 
ing clergy is greater than the supply^ more are wanted than can be found. 
Of the anxiety of the people, some idea may be gained from the fact stated by 
our informant, that he wrote many articles on the reform movement in the sec- 
ular papers, and the publishers always had to iEsue double the usual number 
of all the papers containing those articles ; while the author, comfng to be 
known, received many letters of inquiry from unknown persons in distant 
parts of the country. But the people, like the priests, are still uncertain what 
tbrm of church government to adopt. Some prefer one, others another. But, 
like the priests, they wait in prayer for God's direction and the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit to show them the way. In this state of mind, the people, as might 
be supposed, are thirsting for the Holy Scriptures and religious books. The 
Scriptures, especially, are eagerly sought." 

We hope this is all true, and see no reason to doubt it. 

Spain. — ^It is said that 

** Recent intelligence from Spain shows that the progressive party will be sat- 
isfied, in church matters, with noihino: short of a cofiiplete destruction of the 
Catholic Ohurch, the abolishment of all orders of monks and nun&, and the 
abandonment of all convents, while the LiberaU would not go quite so far, but 
would be satisfied witk * a reformation of the •Church.' " 

This is true ; and the Progressionists will soon be in the ascend- 
ant. > 

Prussia and Austria. — There are some indications that these 

Eublic robbers may fall out in regard to the Duchies of Holstein and 
chleswig, which they united together to wrest from Denmark. The 
spoliation having%ken place, professedly in behalf of the Duke of 
Augustenburg, Prussia takes them for her own. Austria objects, 
and so the matter stands. The Prime Minister of Prussia, Count 
Bismark, the same who bid defiance alike to the Constitution 
and Chambers of that kingdom, has expressed, it is said, his deter- 
mination to face a war, rather than ^ield the Prussian claim. War 
between these great powers \^auld, it is feared, soon become a Eu- 
ropean war. Italy would then make a bold push for Venice, and 
this would involve France, who would demand a new frontier on the 
north-east. We still think great events will mark A. D. 1866. 
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AFFAIRS AT HOME. 

Since our last^ not much has occurred deserving of notice, ex- 
cept that the State of New Hampshire has held her annual elec- 
tion, which resulted in favor of the Repuhlicans by the usual ma- 
jority. This, with the ample evidence furnished by the tone of 
the party papers, and by the platforms established by State convea- 
tions, has not been altogether without effect upon Johnson and 
Seward. They see, now, that Congress is not to be overlooked, 
and, especially, maligned with impunity in. its endeavors to main- 
tain the rights of the Freedmen, and to make the late rebels feel 
that loyalty has some advantages that disloyalty must submit to 
forego. Whether the impression is such as to yield any practical 
fruit, will be soon known by the fate of the Civil Rights Bill, 
which has passed Congress, and is, at this date (March 24th), in the 
hands pf the President. If he vetoes this bill, we presume it will 
hardly be considered worth while to keep these men any longer in 
making our laws. If he signs it, the fact will prove that those dis- 
reputable officials have still some sense of feeling left. 



OBITUARIES. 



Died, March 3, 1865, Mrs. Margaret Dean. The deceased waa the wife 
of William Dean, a ruling elder of Union congregation. In early life she made 
a public profession of religion in Clarksburg congregation, May 29th, 1854. 
She was jeceived on certificate to membership in Union congregation, in which 
she continued till her death. 

Before the birth of her fifth child she suffered under protracted illness, from 
which she partially recovered ; but her malady soon returned, and after more 
than two years of almost uninterrupted suffering she entered into rest. 

She bore her afflictions with a goo(f degree of patience, and often expressed 
to Christian friends her sure hope of eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. " To live is Christ and to die is gain." 



Within the past year three very aged members o# the congregation of 
Clarksburg, Indiana Co., Pa., entered upon their rest. 

On the 20th of March, 1865, Mrs. Martha Coleman died, aged nearly 76 
years. She was born May 19th, 1789. 

On the 27th of June, 1865, Mr. James Oliver died, in his 88th year. He 
was bom in 1777. 

On the 26th of October, 1865, Mr. John Coleman died, id his 90th year. 
He was borA April 9ih, 1776. 

These persons were nearly related, the last and first were husband and wif^ 
and Mr. Oliver was their brother-in-law. Mr. Oliver was bom in the count]^ 
Derry, Ireland, and came to this country when five y^ars old. Mr.^ Coleman 
was born on the farm on which he died. 

They were all originally members of the Secession Church ; and all at the 
same time, under Kev. John Cannon, made accession to the Covenanters 
about forty years ago, and have during their lives maintained a consistent pro- 
fession. 
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Mrs. Coleman died of pleurisy, the other two from age aod iafirmity. They 
were delivered from fear of death and looged to be at rest with Jesus. 

^^The righteous perisheth, and no man lajeth it to heart; and merciful men 
are taken away, none considering that the righteous is taken away from the 
evil to come." Isa. 67 : 1. Com. 



Died, Sept. 2d, 1865, Miss Elizabeth Young, in the 64th year of her age. 

At a very early age she became a membet of Little Beaver congregation of 
the R. P. Church, and during her long lue adorned her profession by her 
conduct and conversation. 

To become acquainted with . her wi^ to love her. She possessed that ohartiy 
''which suffereth long and is kind; is not puffed up; doth not behave itself 
unseemly ; is not easily provoked, and thinketh no evil." 

For several months prior to her death she suffered much, but was never 
known to complain ; her only trouble was least she should be a burden to othe^. 

Being a^ked repeatedly with regard to her hope, her answers were alwat/s 
triumphant. One one occasion she said, " I have all my goods aboard, and I 
can sleep the sleep of death without a fear, confident that my Redeemer has 
my bark in charge, and that I shall awake in the desired haven." 

Under sueh oiroamstanees how joyfuily can friends part with the loved. 



DiEP, November 28U), 1865, at the residence of her son, Mr. Thomas Tcmer, 
Mrs. RosANNAH Toner, aged 84 years. 

Mrs. Toner had been sixty-one years a member of the church. She made a 
profession of her faith in Christ, along with her husband^ in the Canonsburg 
congregation, then under the pastoral care of Dr. Black. For nine years she 
enjoyed the pastoral supervision of the Rev, Wm. Gibson, Dr. Black s succes- 
sor in the congregation. 

In the year 1824 she moved into the bounds of Rev. R. Wallace's congre- 
gation, where, in connection with others, she was instrumental in displaying a 
banner for truth. In 1847 she rempved into Iowa, where she remained till 
death. 

Mrs. Toner loved the habitation of God's house. She earnestly desired to 
dwell near the ordinances of the sanctuary, and God graciously granted her 
request. Though spared to a good old age, she enjoyed the vigor of her mind 
till death. She loved to talk over the communion seasons which she enjoyed 
in her youth under the pastoral care of Dr. Black and Gibson. Death for her 
was divested of all his terrors. She spoke of it as a change desirable to the 
Christian, and longed to depart and be with Christ. She embraced every op- 
portuoity of commemUiig to the rising generation the glory of that Saviour 
whom she had served so long, and urged them to dedicate themselves early to 
his service. D. M. 



Died, January 17th, 1866, Mary Ann Ewino, in her 22d year. The de- 
ceased was a baptized member of the Monongahela congregation of the R. P. 
Church. For the past four years she had suffered from bodily weakness to such 
an extent as to prevent her attending the ordinances and making a public pro- 
fession of religion. In her affliction she exhibited great patience, submitting 
willingly and cheerfully to what her Father was pleased to send. She was well 
acquainted with the " Old Writings," Few read the Bible more regularly and 
carefully or could repeat the Psalms and Questions more accurately. Shortly 
before her death, the very week, she was heard repeating with evident delight, 
thoagh with gr^t effort, ^^ Upon Ihy statutes my delights shall constantly be 
set: And, by thy grace, I never will thy holy word forget.'' Ps. 119 : 16. 
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Her friends do not moi^m as those who have no hope. They can cheer them- 
selves with the consolation, ^* their loss is her gain/' and hy trusting to the 
same Sarioar, they can look forward io joyous anticipation to the time when 
they shall meet in the same home. S. 



BOOI RUTICES. 



Tb« Oattlv Plaoui. Its Cause and Cure. A Tract for the Times. By a Country 
Minister. 

The "Cattle Plague" which is now sweeping off the herds ^^ 
England and Scotland, and some continental nations, is a very 
striking visitation. It is not known what it is, and as to curer 
none has been discovered. Although many experiments have been 
tried, some of them empirical, and others suggested by scientific 
researches, the wbole subject is still enveloped in darkness. In 
this small pamphlet, from the pen of one of our ministers in Scot- 
land, the matter is treated in its moral and religious aspect. It comes 
from God, it is a judgment of God; the most effective remedy, is 
repentance and reformation. We trust this country may. be spared 
so fearful an infliction. If it is spared, it will be solely due to the 
forbearance and mercy of God ; for verily, we have sinned, greatly, 
persistently sinned, both as men and as a nation, and to add to our 
guilt, we have not turned to the Lord, who has already smitten us 
heavily. 

CoNsciBNCB : a Discourse. By the Rev. Wm. Milroy, B. A., Penpont (Scotland). Svo. 
pp. 23. 

This is an important subject, not treated so often, or so minutely, 
in the pulpit^ as it deserves to be. Men speak a good deal about 
their consciences — they have "their conscientious scrupleV' about 
this or that thing, and all the while, they know little or nothing 
of the nature and rightful authority of tK^s faculty. We are not 
uncharitable, when we affirm, that in a very large proportion of 
cases, what men baptize as "conscience," is little else than habit, 
or predilection, or prejudice^ or passion, or something of the sort.^ 
Conscience, like every human faculty, and even the whole man, 
is under the authority of G-od, and can be constrained by no infe- 
rior rules. 

Mr. M. presents a sketch of the whole subject : considering the 
nature of conscience, its rights, its character and properties, and, 
then, impressing the subject. He presents some of the acts in which 
this faculty evidences its imperfection ; but, we think, might, pro- 
fitably, have extended the list, and we would have been pleased to 
see a more enlarged collection of cases in which conscience may 
justify a lax conduct iu religion and in the application of religious 
principles. 

The discourse is well written, and will be read, we doubt not, 
with interest. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Booh Notices. ' 127 

"We have received from Leonard Scott & Co., 38 Walker street, 
New York, the British Quarterly Reviews of this year, so far — see 
advertisement — and find them fall, as usual, of articles upon sub- 
jects varied and interesting. We know of no reading that occupies 
Just their place, and would gladly know that they were accessible 
to every student and professional man. The " Westminster*' is, 
indeed, semi-infidel ; but it represents the views of a large portion 
of English society — views that have no little influence at this time, 
and around which a great combat is raging. 

Tbs Shbphkbj) ai^d his Flock. Bj J. R. Macduff, D. D., author of <* Morning and 
Night Watches/' &c. pp. 275. Robert Carter & Brothen, 530 Broadwaj, New York. 
DaviSi Clarke & Co., Wood street, Pittsburgh. 

This is a book for both a. cultivated taste and a pious heart. 
The theme — the restoration of Christ's wandering sheep to his 
fold — is treated in a style befitting its importance. One in reading, 
• is at a loss whether more to admire the excellence of the matter, 
or the beauty of the laugoage in which it is expressed. The pub- 
lishers of such books as this are doin^ a good work for the cause 
of evangelical religion. 

CoNSTAKcii AHD Edith, or lucidcuts of Home Life. Bj a Clergjman's Wife. Pp. 304. 
Same publishers as above. 

The Warren family are the subject of this small volume. The 
incidents are illustrations of country scenes and manners. This 
book will find admirers in young readers. It is got up in hand- 
some style. 

Ai.OER'S PftONOUNCINO BiBLI. 

A reprint of this edition of the Bible has just been published b^ 
the U. P. Board. The advantage of it is, that it gives the proper 
pronunciation of the difficult names and words. It is painful to 
hear the blunders in orthoepy by many persons in reading the 
Scriptures. These will be corrected by the use of this edition. 
The Psalms in metre are in their proper place, which makes this 
a very suitable family Bible. Price ?3.00 and $3.25. 

Tbb Family Monitor. Bj John Angell James. U. P. Board, Pittsburgh. 

We wrote a notice of this book some time ago but it was unfor- 
tunately mislaid. We have room only to say that we earnestly 
recommend it to families as a book well suited to promote their 
peace and happiness. t. s. 

Dr. Eodgers, of the TJ. P. Board of Publication, presented us with 
a lithc^graph of the Original Bond of the Covenant, sworn by the 
ministers who constituted the Associate Presbytery in Scotland, 
Nov. 2^, 1743. It is interesting to look on the/ac s/miVe of the 
original autographs. Copies can be had for one dollar each. t. s. 

We aeknowleda:e the reception from Hon. Thos Williams of a 
copy of his noble speech on Reconstruction, and the Report of the 
Commissioner of Agriculture for the year 1864. He has our 
thanks. . T. s. 



Digitized by 



Google 



128 Renewed Strength. — Board of Education Fund. 



RENEWED STRENGTH. 

You are tired. Perhaps you have been hard at work all day till 
your weary bones ache. Well, there is the arm chair, the w:eU 
supplied table, the comfortable bed; you can rest, and be strong 
again. 

But it is your mind that is tired. You have studied too long, 
and thought too much ; and so your ideas become confused. Go 
and enjoy the woods or the sea shore, or walk out undcj* the quiet 
stars. You will rest and be strong again. 

But perhaps it is neither body nor mina which is weary, and yet 
you are tired. Your heart and soul, and spirit are weary of their 
strife with sin within and evil without. . Then go to Him who calls 
the heavy-laden, and he will give you rest. Go to youi' closet, and 
pray ; and you will be strong again. 



BOARD OF EDUCATION FOND. 

Cincinnati, May, 1865, Elizabeth Hays $1.00. Collected by Rev. 
H. P. M'Clurkin : Londonderry Cong.— F. Moffit $1.00, Edward 
Logan ^1.00, A. G. M*Keon, one hundred 7 3-10 note 98.50, six 
months interest on the same $3.65, $102.15; Robert* Gemmel $5.00, 
John Mitchel $5.00,James Morrison $1.00, John M'Elroy $1.00, 
John Logan $1.00, Sarah Isaac $1.00, John Peoples $2.00, T. J. 
Blackwood $5.00, R. Madden, Jr. $1.00, R. Madden, Sr. $1.00, 8. W. 
Morrison, Sr. $L00, Arthur Glasgow $1.00, Sampson Orr $1.00, 
Samuel Blackwood $2.00 : total $132.15. Salt Creek Cong.— Jaines 
Willson $5.00, Neal M'Night $5.00, R. Galbrath $1.00, D. G. 
Thompson $1.00, J. W. Thompsou $1.00, Gordon Thompson $1.00, 
Charles Wylie $3.00, Oliver Wallace $1.00, Thomas M'Gee $2.00, 
Rachel M'Gee $2.00, Nancy Wallace $1.00, Belle Anderson $5.00, 
Mary Hardesty $1.00, Mary Wallace $1.00, D. B. Armstrong $5.00, 
John Anderson and family $15.00, Maggie Emery $L00, Female 
Society $20.00, R. B. Speer $5.00, S. J. Speer $5.00, Congregational 
collection $15.88, S. B. $5.50, collected by Belle Anderson in Zanes- 
ville $28.25, Female Society per T. J. M*Gee $14.25, Rebecca Law 
$5.00, W. M'Crea $5.00, L. J. M'Gee $5.00, D. Stormont $5.00, Wil- 
liam Speer $10.00, R. B. Nelson $5.00, Thomas Nelson $10.00, Wil- 
liam George $5,00, James M*Cartney$10.00, Samuel Jamison $10.00: 
total $214.83. Muskiugum and Toniica Cong. — W. H. Dunlap 
$1.00, R. Kirkpatrick $1.00, Wm. Dunlap $1.00: total $3.00. 
Natchez Missionaries.-^M. J. Sterrett $10.00, Elizabeth Morrison 
$10.00, M.J. Sterrett $5.00: total $25.00. Feb. 14, First Cong. 
Philadelphia, per Rev. T. P. Stevenson, $23.85. 

James Brown, Treasurer. 
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PBCDLIAEITIES OF HBDIATOKlll DOMINION. 

'< A priest upon his throne/' Zeoh. 6 : 18. '< I am set down with mj Father on his 
throne." Rev. 8 : 21. **To you it is given to know the mysteries of the kingdom.'' 
Luke 8 : 10. * 

In th,e economy of the world, in the revelation of mercy, and in 
the dispensation of grace, the Dominion of the Mediator occupies a 
much broader space than is usually accorded to. it, either in the 
preaching of the gospel or the faith of the church. The individual 
believer as he advances toward the kingdom of heaven, appreciates 
.every day more and more of the glories of the King. The whole 
gospel is based on this dominion : " all power in heaven and in 
earth, &c." The success of the gospel is ascribed to this dominion : 
** hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal 
life, &c."^ John 17 : 2. John the Baptist preached that the king- 
dom was at band ; Christ himself preached the kingdom ; apostles 
and others were commissioned to preach the kingdom ; and the 
gospel of the kingdom must be preached to all nations. Are we 
invited to a gospel feast, a King sits at the head of the table ; are 
we invited to a wedding, the King makes a marriage for his son. 
Are the joys of heaven set before us, they are reflected from the 
King in his beau^ ; do we glance into the bottomless pit, there 
they "curse theELing and look upward ;" are the sorrows of earth 
overwhelming us,* the royal power stills the tempest without and 
within. Is a poor criminal nailed to a cross and suspended between 
heaven and earth, his last breathing is, "Lord, remember me when 
thou comest into thy kingdom." As a martyr just going to re- 
ceive his crown, his face already glowing, like an angel's, whence 
comes the radiance of his countenance ? " Behold I see the heavens 
opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God.*' 
The faithful martyr, the repentant malefactor, each sees the King 
in his glory ; each is recognized and answered, " To-day shalt thou 
be with me in Paradise/' 

The mediatorial dominion presents the only practical view of deity 
which is presented to fallen man. It is true, Christ as King is set 
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upon the holy hill of Zion ; but he is not the King of his church 
merely. " They shall call Jerusalem the throne of the Lord, and 
all the nations shall be gathered unto it, to the name of the Lord, 
to Jerusalem." Jer. 3 : 17. 

Our Redeemer's government here on earth, although he admin- 
isters his Father's law, presents many interesting peculiarities. 
Solomon made for himself a great throne, the like to which was 
not in any kingdom ; it was all made of ivory and plated with gold ; 
with its double hands, its semi-circular back, its six steps, its four- 
teen lions, and golden lamb recumbent for a footstool*. It will 
not be doubted that this throne was a type of Messiah's dominion, 
glorious, powerful and happy — -joyful to all his willing subjects. 
The design of the present article is to contemplate its glory in sonie 
of those particulars — ^particulars in which it differs from the Father's 
government. 

Among these we notice : 

1. The forgiveness of sins. "Who forgiveth all thine iniquities." 
Psm. 103 : 3. . We cannot here dwell on the nature of forgiveness, 
or other things connected with it. Two leading thoughts claim 
our attention. First: Does the pardon of offenses belong to the 
dominion? The answer we have in Acts 6 : 31, "Him hath God 
exalted — to be a Prince and Saviour, to give repentance to Israel, 
emd forgiveness of sin.'* We are accustomed to lopk at this in ex- 
clusive relation to the priesthood ; and it is true that the priest 
procures for us the pardon. It is proper, nevertheless, for the King 
to dispense the favOr, and both are beautifully harmonized in the 
priest upon the throne. 

Our second inquiry is, whether this pardoning power does not 
belong to the Father's dominion. In distinguishing between the 
dominion of the Father and the Son, we consider the Father's as 
that which is essential and. natural, independent of the economy of 
grace. Now in alt the history of that government which is natural 
and essential, we find nothing of forgiveness. But what do we 
know of essential deity? Is not all power given to the Son ? True, 
we see nothing of essential deity under the present economy, yet 
He who is the light of the world has given us glimpses of glory 
outside the present system. Modern astronomers tell us that by 
recent improvements in the telescope they see not only a greater 
number of stars, but they seem to look away through the limits of 
our present universe, and discover another sky with all the diver- 
sities of another creation. Now it has pleased our Rede^ner to af- 
ford us four distinct outlets of vision into the natural domain. 
The first is the case of the fallen angels. And we find for them 
no intimation of forgiveness, but the reverse, for in Jude 6 we read 
of them, " he hath reserved in everlasting chains, under darkness, 
unto the judgment of the great day." Their pardon is impossible, 
their chains are everlasting. 
The second view we have, is in the original state of man. And- 
. here there is no pardon — " Thou shalt surely die." Gen. 2 : 17. The 
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great problem of redemption was to bring man under a new do- 
minion, where he could be pardoned, where the Son of man has 
abolished death, and brought life and immortality to light. This 
is the gospel of the kingdom. 

The third view allowed us of essential deity is in our Lord's 
own obedience to his Father. In that service the idea of forgive- 
ness is excluded. "I do always those things which please him." 
Often, often does He supplicate the pardon of his people's sins; 
never once asks the pardon of his own. His obedience was not 
only perfect, but infinitely removed from all defect. Could imagin- 
ation fancy our Eedeemer asking the forgiveness of one of his own 
offenses, we should fancy at the same time the shipwreck of our 
whole salvation. Blessed be God, there is no danger there. 

Our/ouWA view of the Father's government ifl the future state. 
"Then cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the king- 
dom to God, even the Father; then shall the Son also him- 
self be subject unto Him that put all things under him, that God 
may be all in all." 1 Cor. 15 ; 24, 28. Without being committed 
to any special interpretation of this passage, we find ourselves re- 
moved from under the present administration. Now in neither of the 
departments of the future world have we any forgiveness. Not in 
heaven ; for there, nothing that defiles can enter. Not in hell; for 
there, the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 

These four views are all the points known to the writer where 
we can have a glimpse of the Father's dominion, and hence we 
must recur to them on all the other particulars. In the mean time, 
we find in none of them the forgiveness of sin : the very idea of it 
belongs exclusively to our King. "Who is a God like unto thee, 
who pardoneth iniquity, &c. ?" Mic. 7 : 18. 

2. The sanative or restoring power bejongs to mediatorial dominion. 
"Herestoreth my soul." Ps. "ZZ. " Who healeth all thy diseases." 
Ps. 103:3. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the Royal Physician, Diseases qf soul 
and body both, belong to him. AH disease is death in part. 
Whether there be in nature a sanative power, restoring the human 
body, the animal, the plant, doe$ not now lie in our way, our pre- 
sent concern is with moral disease. The writer confesses that he 
knows no power in nature to restore even a plant when once dead. 
A wound causing the destruction of a portion of either plant or 
animal may heal over. This is done by removing the dead matter 
and supplying new material. The resuscitation of a dead body 
and the healing of all its parts belong now to Christ The same 
Kedeemer who brought Israel ont of the house of bondage, says to 
them, ''I am the Lord that healeth thee." Ex. 15 : 26. Our coti- 
cern is, at present, with the soul. The Redeemer, after comparing 
himself to a physician. Matt. 9:12, declares that he came to call 
sinners to repentance ; and we have already seen that he is exalt- 
ed a Prince and Saviour to give that repentance as well as the re- 
mission, with all the other sanative powers of his good Spirit. Is 
this restorative power peculiar to the mediatorial dominion ? In 
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* 
looking over our four^cardinal points, we find nothing of moral re- 
storation apart from Christ. To the fallen angels repentance is 
neither offered nor given, they are cast down to hell ; to Adam, in 
the covenant of works, there was po place for it: thou shalt mreiy 
die— dying thou shalt die; our Redeemer needs no repentance, 
as he needs no forgiveness ; and in the future world, the lost are 
wandering, and losing themselves more and more forever, loaded 
with all the diseases of Egypt, ever dying the death that never 
dies, while the .restoration of the redeemed is never to be repeated. 
The Lord is my shepherd, and my physician, he restoreth my soul. 

3. The reprieve is another peculiarity. This is an act of sover- 
eignty, is of the same kind, and belongs to the same power as the 
pardon : in monarchies it belongs to the king, and in our own 
country the President has the power to grant reprieves and pardons 
for oflenses against the United States. The reprieve is a respite 
from the penalty of death, for a limited time. This feature of the 
kingdom our Redeemer has beautifully set forth in the parable of 
the tares. The servants ask liberty to go and gather them up, for 
reasons then and there assigned; the householder says "Nay," 
and issues the sovereign mandate, " Let them grow." Just so does 
Christ administer the kingdom of heaven in sparing those who are 
not pardoned. Those persons respited from death and other punish- 
mentsare of two classes. One class are spared till the day of grace, 
when all their sins are removed, and they put in possession of eter- 
nal life. The other class are spared while he has any service for 
them, and then they are sent to their own place. This latter class 
seems to be intended in the parable, and the period of their respite 
is specified, "Let both grow together till the harvest.'' 

if ow in all that we know of fhe Father's dominion, there is no- 
thing of this. " For — God spared not the angels that sinned, but 
cast them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of dark- 
ness." 2 Pet. 2 : 4. True, they have not yet arrived at the depth 
of their misery, they are sinking in the pit which has no bottom, 
bound in " everlasting chains." If in any instance these chains 
are lengthened ; if Satan, with any or all of his rebel associates are 
permitted to roam the earth ; what, if they are not destroyed before 
the time ? They are now in the hand of him Who has subdued 
them and sat down upon his Father's throne; he uses them at his 
pleasure ; the end of each adamantine chain is attached to the foot- 
stool of the Priest upon the throne. It is remarkable how obse- 
quious they were in the days of his flesh ; a legion of them would 
not touch a swine without his permission, asked and given. He 
has service for them, and may respite even them. 

No reprieve was allowed to man in the covenant of works; "in 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." The Redeem- 
er's obedience to his Father being absolutely perfect, admits no 
more of a reprieve than of a pardon. In the future life, whether of 
misery or happiness, men and angels both are assigned at once to 
their appropriate conditions. "These shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment; but the righteous into life eternal." Matt. 25 : 34, 
41, 46. 
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4. The mixture of good and evil in the present life results from the 
preceding particulars. ** Let both grow together till the harvest/' 

This commipgling of good and bad is very extensive, veiy close, 
and in great variety. The field is the world ; here we find it in 
every country, town and village. The visible church is symbolized 
by a net cast into the sea, taking fishes of every sort. In the family 
we have five in a house divided, three against two, and two against 
three; the unbelieving husband joined to the believing wife, and 
the converse. When we look iqto the hefrt of a single believer, 
what a strange medley ! " It is no more I that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me." Could we thoroughly di$cern the thoughts and 
feelings of our own hearts, we would possibly find each thought 
and each imagination double, partly ^od and partly bad ; like 
fruit so grafted that one side is sweet and the other sour, in the 
same apple*. "O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me 
from this dead carcass ?*' 

In the Father's dominion we find no such heterogeneous com- 
binations. So soon as angels sinned, they lost their principality 
and must leave their habitations. All in Eden was good, very 
good till the fall, and then all was evil till the recovery, when the 
whole matter was put into the hands of another sovereign, and- 
" he drove out the man." Since that period sin and grace', life and 
death, sorrow and joy, wheat and tares, barley and cockle, fig-trees 
and thistles, roses and thorns, blend with inextricable confusion. 
As observed before, Christ's own obedience is unmixed purity, 
and the judgment of the great day will make a complete and eter- 
nal separation of good from evil, before he delivers up the kingdom 
again to the Father. Already his fan is in his hand ; he is separat- 
ing every day, and will continue the process till it is completed. 
"For he must reign till he hath put all enemies under his feet." 
1 Cor. 15 : 25. 

Just here it is fitting that we should pause and consider the how 
of all this. Has Christ abrogate i his Father's moral law ? Is it 
to set aside the established principles of government, that he as- 
sumed the sceptre ? Did he desi n to precipitate moral order into 
confusion? The furthest possib e from that. What then? Did 
he find confusion and assume t e dictatorship for the purpose of 
restoring order? Not even this. He found in his Father's king- 
dom perfect order, a criminal o'> the point of execution. "The 
soul^that sinneth, ii shall die." lie undertook to introduce another 
kind of order, without interfering with the first. But how is divine 
law to be honored in the mean ti ne ? Do we make void the law 
through faith in him ? No such thing. He has magnified law and 
made it honorable. By his own obedience even to death, he paid 
the penalty for his chosen — that penalty which they must have ever 
been 'paying. Sinners could never have paid the interest on their 
indebtedness, while the capital would have been ever accumulat- 
ing — is accumulating to those who believe not. Christ did more 
than pay our debt. His satisfaction was not numerically pound for 
pound. He made it of infinite value. He did works of superero- 
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gation in the true and proper sense. And now having in such a 
glorious manner honored law by a divine obedience, he can stand 
before his Father and before the universe, holy, pure and faithful ; 
although he has suspended the operations of law for a time, and 
allowed the tares to grow among the wheat until the harvest. 
He who can be just in justifyinoj the ungodly, is equally just in 
granting respite to a World lying in wickedness ; is holy, while 
he employs devils in his service : such is his credit on the court of 
heaven, that he can dfeal with his Father's subjects in unlimited 
sovereignty. For a special purpose he has bought up all the terri- 
tory round about his church, and uses it as his own in the mean 
time. " May I not do what I will with mine own V 

5. Christ makes a pecul^r use of means in accomplishing his end. 
" That through death he might destroy him that had the power of 
death." Means in the hand of Pravidence are only so many steps 
to lead us " from nature up to nature's God," and usually they 
have an adaptation to the end. In our Redeemer's use of them, 
there are three peculiarities. 1.) He uses such as appear inadequate 
to produce the effect. As when Naaman was directed to wash in 
Jordan. Were not the rivers of Damascus better than all the waters 
of Judah? Yet these had never cleansed one leper. So, it has 
pleased our divine Saviour by the foolishness of preaching to reno- 
vate the soul and prepare it for heaven. True, there are some 
things in nature which approach to this idea. It would seem (if we 
were not accustomed to the sight) that an acorn is utterly inade- 
quate to produce an oak in the garden of Eden or elsewhere ; still 
when we examine, we find the power of development equal to all 
the demands of causation. Not so in the cases before us.^ The 
waters of Jordan healed no other lepers, could have healed Naa- 
man at no other time. They were in fact the mere sign that the 
God of Israel, the only Healer, was operating on his flesh. There 
was no adaptation of means to end, no causality, no power in 
these waters — the whole transaction was intended to exhibit the 
working hand. 2.) Christ uses means apparently contradictory to 
the design. Joseph is to be made governor of all the land of 
Egypt; to this end, his brethren hate him, attempt his life, sell 
him into bondage ; there again he is hated and cast into prison, in 
prison he is put into communication with the throne ; from the 
cell, he ascends the second . chariot ; and as a type of Immanuel 
himself, he becomes the glory of his father's house. His brethren 
thought evil against him, but " God meant it unto good." 3.) Christ 
uses means which in themselves, and in the persons performing, 
are immoral — wicked in the highest degree. Isaac, in his old age, 
and although he had been told that the elder should serve the 
younger, was obstinately determined to give the blessing to Esau. 
Jacob by his mother's advice deceives his father, and the design of 
Providence is accomplished. Such happy results do by no means 
palliate, much less cancel the sinfulness either of tlie actors or of 
the actions. It was by wicked hands that he was crucified, although 
that crucifixion produced an infinite amount of good ; both glory 
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to God and benefit to man. The perfidy of the Stuarts in Scotland 
and in England has done more to promote the cause of human 
liberty than the world is yet aware of; and the rebellion just ter- 
minated in our own land has done much more in the same cause 
than we are able yet to calculate. The dynasties of. Europe still 
reigning *'by the grace of Q-od/' (?) are rushing headlong in wick- 
edness to their own destruction. *' Surely the wrath of man shall 
praise thee." 

With the use of means in the Father's dominion we are but little 
acquainted beyond what can be gathered from nature in our own 
world ; l^ut this is enough for our present purpose. In both domin- 
ions, the mean# are used for the same general end. The Lord Jesus 
uses them in his own peculiar manner ; angel, man, and devil, be- 
ing each and all at hia^ entire control. *' Behold, the Lord hath 
put a lying^spirit in the mouth of all these tbf prophets/' How 
often does he make one wicked man the instrument of punishing 
another ! The means used by Christ are all adapted to the remote 
and higher end, although they may have little adaptation to the 
immediate effect. 

6. A closer union^ and deeper sympathy between the King and his sub- 
jects — between the human and divine. 

The people of Israel were forbidden to set a stranger over them 
for their king. In order to attain the highest ends of government, 
the ruler \must be in sympathy with the subjects; not merely of 
the same nature, but bound to them by affection. Man's nature is 
essentially different from that of God ; Immanuel belongs to both. 
In his person, the sympathy is perfect, complete and immeasur- 
able. "I and my Father are one.'^ "He that hath seen me hath 
seen the Father." " What if ye shall see the Son of man ascend 
up where he was before f* Deep, gloriously deep, are Immanuel's 
Bympathies with man. The sigh, the tear, the groan, the strong 
crying, the thirst, the hunger, the conflict, the weariness, the^ life, 
tne death, each, all, attest the unity and the sympathy to be com- 
pleten **I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made per- 
fect in one." 

This sympathy and union were evidently incomplete in angels, 
and in Adam, ,else they had never fallen. In Christ, as the Father's 
servant, it is peculiar and perfect ; and this lays the foundation for 
the believer's complete sympathy in heaven. It begins here, but 
will be growing stronger and stronger for ever, " They loved not 
their lives unto the death.'' " The life which I now live in the flesh, 
I live by the faith in the Son of Grod, who loved me, and gave him- 
self for me." " I am ready to go with thee to prison and to death." 
"To me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." 

Many happy results accrue from these peculiarities of Mediato- 
rial dominion ; but we cannot follow them now. May the Lord 
himself set up his kingdom within us, and carry it forward to per- 
fection. . R. H. 
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NOTE PSAin BOOK AND REPEATING TUNES. 

That there is a laudable desire manifested in our day to improve 
the service of song in the praise of God, is a source of satisfaction 
to every lover of the service of praise ; yet there is reason to fear 
that some of the attempted forward steps in mitsic are accompanied 
with retrograde steps in that which constitutes acceptable worship. 
In our experience, congregational singing has not been at all im- 
proved by the introduction of the notes, into the Psalm book, but, 
on the contrary, we have observed many mouths entirely closed, 
while the praise of God has been sung by others to somp of the 
tunes as set down in that book. In former time% when a new 
tune was to be introduced, it was sung so often that it soon became fa- 
miliar to all ; but with the present note book, containing, as it does, 
so many new tunes, we may hear a number of new times every 
Sabbath, and following the book, months may intervene before the 
same tune will be sung again, so that when it is again sung it is 
still new to most of the congregation. But when a new tune is 
introduced, and those who sing are giving their whole mind to the 
notes, is it not doubtful whether such praise has the promise of 
acceptance ? ' 

We have frequently known the minister to hand a card to the 
precentor in the morning, showing the Psalms to be sung during 
the day ; this gives him the advantage of looking over the tunes 
during the morning prayer, the explanation of the Psalm and other 
exercises, V7hich advantage the rest of the congregation do not en- 
joy, and of the propriety of which we do not now speak. If the 
worshiper knows the tune, he does not need the notes before him ; 
but if he does not know the tune, his attention must be, if not en^ 
tiriBly, at least to some extent on the notes, and to the same extent 
oS the maiier of praise. Why oppose choirs, and call on all the 
people to praise God, while the minister gives out a Psalm to be 
sung to a tune which a majority of the congregation cannot sing r 

Another feature now introduced into the service, and fostered 
by the present note book, is the repeating of a part of eaqh verse 
in singing ; how much the repeat embraces is entirely arbitrary so 
far as the Psalm is concerned. We think that the order in which 
God has given the words is the best order in which they can be 
sung. We have heard a number of arguments adduced in favor 
of repeating, all of which we think prove too much for the cause. 
The first argument that we notice is, that " repeating is the proper* 
way of singing the Psalms.*' If this be correct, it is certainly 
wrong to sing them without repeating some portion of each verse. 

Second. We are told that repeating cannot be wrong, as "a good 
thing cannot be repeated too often." This, if valid^ would warrant 
repeats ad wfinitum. But taking for granted that everybody knows, 
or ought to know, that the best truth may be repeated too often, 
we do not wait to examine the argument. 

But the third, and to our mind only argument that has any ap- 
pearance of foundation, is that "there is Scripture warrant for re- 
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peating, as some of the Psalms themselves contain repeats." Bat 
this we ^prehend is like the other arguments, in that it proves too 
much. Psalm-singing churches agree that the book of Psalms is 
a perfect system of praise. Now if that be correct, we believe 
that we have a right to claim that it is as perfect in its repeats as it 
is in anything else ; and if we may improve it in its repeats, why 
not improve it in any other feature ? But we are sometimes told 
that the repeating of lines, or parts of lines, is too small a matter 
to oflfer any objection to. If this be correct, it is certainly a two- 
edged argument and cuts both ways, for if it be too small a matter 
to oppose, it is just as small to advocate. But does not the enemy 
always intrude upon sacred ground through small openings? 
Either by introducing something tha^t may be considered indiffer- 
ent or of but little importance, such as the eating of an apple, the 
offering of strange fire on God*s altar, or in later days, the wear- 
ing of a certain kind of dress, the receiving of a book of devotion, 
or even the letting of a^ drop of ink fall on paper. All of these, 
though apparently small matters, are exemplifications of Satan's 
devices of which we should not be ignorant. 

We make all allowance for the difference of taste in the choice 
of tunes, but when a tune requires the Psaln^ to be tortured out of 
its original connection, there Is more involved than the mere choice 
of tunes. Take for example the tune set to tha 117th Psalm,* 
which we have heard so sung as, in our opinion, to strip it of all 
appearance of devotion, a few only in the congregation attempting 
to follow in the music ; indeed, we felt like inquiring, almost in 
the language of another, "What was the matter with the wee Psalm 
that they had to sing so much at it ?*' However " sweet " the mel- 
ody may have appeared to some, we do not think that it was 
" grave '* to any body. But some church members do not think 
repeating right, and will not join in singing the repeat. Now if it 
be part of the worship, they ought to be so taught, but if it be 
not a necessary part'of the worship, it must unquestionably be out 
of place. .If there be any good reason why the repeating of lines, 
or parts of lines, should be introduced .into worship, we hope that 
through your Magazine, or in some other way, such reason may be 
made known. It is an unhappy state of affairs, when one part of 
the worshipers will not join in what another part practically con- 
sider necessary in the praise of God. Uniformity. 



STRIA MISSION. 

Latakiyeh, Stria, Feb. 22, 1866. 

Dear BROTHER-^Afr. Beattie has just had a very violent attack 
from fever, which seems to be taking its leave of him. I am at 
his house " sitting up" and watching for an opportunity to admin- 
ister quinine. I trust the time is near, as he is becoming better 
every hour. ^ 

Of the five living native Covenanters, four are teaching their 
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heathen brethren. Mariara, the only female among them, is at her 
atodies, preparing to be a teacher. Thus, all our little force is to 
be engaged to the best of our ability, to direct their labors for 
preparing others to follow their example. 

We have six schools. A male and female school in Latakiyeh, and 
four schools in four different villages among the Fellahin. Each 
teacher is instructed to report regularly on the names, attendance, 
progress and depprtment of his pupils. We earnestly hope many 
may be influenced to learn of the only Saviour. 

About sixty girls of various ages were attending our school in 
Latakiyeh, when an eflTort was made bjr the Greek bishop to have 
our schools closed. He succeeded in influencing the parents of 
some of them to take them from school. But being a school so 
well established and known in the city, he could not induce the 
parents to keep them from our school, and now they are returning, 
till we have more than we can well accommodate. There is a sign 
of vitality at last among the Greeks of the town^-as they are going 
to open a school in opposition to ours. A healthy reaction after such 
prolonged inactivity on their part, is surely a sign of life and 
promise, and brothers Dodds and Beattie have forced some of them 
— yes, mant/ of them, to take sides against their own bishop and 
his intrigues. Last Sabbath Mr. Beattie preached to by far the 
largest audience that has ever come to church. Many openly avow 
their disregard of their fasts, feasts and pictures; and though our 
missionaries are not hopeful of these persons, they have much 
pleasure in the assurance that less hindrance will hereafter be in- 
terposed to the instruction of their children, many of whom, in 
defiance of their priests, are allowed to hear Mr. Beattie preach on 
Sabbath. 

The Fellahin oppose our opening schools among them, but in 
a short time after they get in operation the people of different vil- 
lageq send to us for teachers — and'oh that we had them, to send. 
Useph Jedid opened the B'hamra school first. At the beginning 
the people would not patronize it, because we would not board the 
scholars, as Mr. Lyde had formerly done. But when they saw 
that they could not gain that point, they sent their children. 
About the same time \Ye put one teacher in a village which did not 
send a single child. We sent him to another village, and he has 
now seventeen pupils. Another has twelve. Useph has fifteen. 
Saleem Saleh, a Greek native of Latakiyeh, and a member of our 
ctiirch, began to teach two pupils in a Fellah village. He taught 
them carefully, and they progressed well. Being in heart and be- 
havior, as well as in appearance, a perfect gentleman-^amiable 
and intelligent — the people, though, were afraid, on account of the 
sheiks, to put their children in his school, but would come often 
to his school room to hear him talk, so that, though only two chil- 
dren were in his school, the whole town heard him talk and read 
the Bible, and on several occasions met and completely silenced 
different sheikhs in the presence of the common people. An old 
sheikh from a neighboring village heard his logic, and was bo well 
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E leased that he offered him a school room free, and offered to put 
is children in his care if he would accept. After advising with 
us he went, and now has twelve pupils. The sheikh put his chil- 
dren under his care and offers him his boarding free. Thus you 
see, dear brother, about the way the matters stand as far as regards 
schools. The people are iutensely bitter againjt the oppressions 
of the ffovernment, and if they only could unite, would soon defy 
the Sultan. Indeed, in many places the people utterly refuse to 
furnish their quota of conscripts, and the government is unable to 
enforce its demands. Indeed, the vile affair could not stand long 
were it not for national interpositions so much in vogue in Europe. 
In one's intercourse with these people, one thing is strikingly 
manifest, and that is their total want of any moral sense. Given 
over of God to a strange delusion to believe a lie, they are per- 
verted so, that what is natural to Christian people and nations is 
unnatural to them. But strange to say, their tenacity to customs 
which have obtained among them for ages, seems to be relaxed in 
many instances. Even the Sultan has endowed a seminary in Con- 
stantinople, for educating Moslem women. 

I must abruptly stop. The steamer has come in, and I send you 
this word that Mr. Beattie is quite relieved. With much love for 
you every one, I remain yours in fellowship, 

D. Methbny. 



LATINO ON OF HANDS. 

A COMMUNICATION SO entitled, will be found in our February 
number. The writer objects to the rule adopted by Synod in 1863, 
regarding the "laying on of hands" in the ordination of ruling 
elders, including in this, as we suppose, the fact that these are, in 
part, the hands of ruling elders. His first objection is, that the 
rule was not "publicly'' passed. This is a mistake. It was done 
in the adoption of a Book of Discipline, which had been in 
overture for a long time, and to which attention had been repeat- 
edly called. The book, having passed Synod, was published the 
same summer, and has been in circulation, we believe, in all parts. 

His second objection is, that is has no warrant, And here, he 
adduces the fact that the " laying on of hands" was for different 
purposes in the Apostolic Church, and quotes texts to establish 
this. No ono, we presume, disputes this. But when he denies 
that hands were laid on in the act of ordaining to office, he goed 
against the ||piversal belief of the church. He can find no warrant 
for laying on of hands even in the case of a minister, except 1 Tim. 
14 : 14. The church has found it elsewhere. 

This writer admits that the deacons may have been ordained by 
the laying on of hands. We thought this was too plain to be 
doubted. The argument is both very brief and very satisfactory 
for laying hands on the ruling elders. And, 1. There is no charm 
in this act. It is simply a form, divinely i^pointed, of designating 
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the person ordained. It alone confers nothing — neither office nor 
^ce. It is an appropriate and solemn form ; it is of Christ, and 
it is no more. There is nothing passes out of the man who lays 
on hands, nor is there anything received from him through this 
act bv him upon whom hands are placed. When the ruling elders 
vote that the candidate be ordained, they give all that can be given 
by human authority to any candidate for office in the Church of 
Christ. 2. We have the analogy of the other offices. Ministers 
are ordained by, or rather mth l&yiug on of hands; so are deacons, 
as among all believers. Ruling elders are not otherwise ordained. 
To admit this, would be to admit that the church administrations 
are unsymmetrical, even deformed. The highest and the lowest or- 
dained in one way — that which occupies, a medium position, in an- 
other way. 3. Those elders who were ordained " in every church" 
(Acts 12 : 23) were not all ruling elders. They were first such 
elders as Paul found at Ephesus, Acts 20. There were preachers 
among them ; but they were all ordained in the same form. If 
hands were not laid upon the ruling elders, neither were they upon 
the ministers ; if not upon the ministers, we had better quit that 
as soon as we can. 4. We do other things by the same reasoning 
from analogy which we presented in our 2d argument : for we set 
apart the water in baptism, solely on the CTQund that our Lorii 
'' blessed*"* the bread and the cup in the Lord*8 Supper. 5. We 
notice some of the writer's statements. He says, "I do not know 
how any one can give what he di^ not receive.*' We have noticed 
this, in substance, already, when we remarked that the mere lay- 
ing on of hands in ordination, gives nothing. The act is no effi- . 
cacious act now.^ whatever prelatists may say. It is nothing more in 
ordination than a divinely instituted form. And this contains the 
answer to his second statement. " A minister ordained by the lay- 
ing on of hands of the presbytery, has a right to a seat lu our ec- 
clesiastical courts by virtue of his office." We admit that this is 
our custom, but, personally, we do not admit that it should be so. 
But, waiving this, he adds, " The elder has to be appointed and 
certified" — to presbytery, we suppose. But surely, this writer does 
not mean to say, that our ruling elders sit and act in our higher 
courts by Christ s appointment, but only by the appointment of 
their brethren. We admit no such doctrine. We utterly and in- 
dignantly repudiate it. We would not sit in any church made up 
in' this sort of mongrel way. Christ is there by his ministers : but 
somebody else is there by his ruling elders ! Do you believe that ? 
Again, he says, " There is implied a defect in the ordination of 
those that have been ordaiijed without laying on ^ hands, and 
this not in our church alone, but in all other branches of the Pres- 
byterian Church." What of that? — a defect in the form of doing 
a thing, does not invalidate the substance of the act. There has 
been no such "defect" as impairs in the least the position and 
authority of the elders heretofore. 6. This whole difficulty arises 
from the popish notion, that there is virtue in the act of laying on of 
hands in ordination, "fhis is the great error of those who are op- 
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posed to it in the case of elders ; but so long as we believe, and are 
sure, that there cannot be found in the New Testament an instance 
of any man*s being invested with office by the apostles without laying on 
of hands, we will defend this, and insist upon it, in the case of 
ruling elders. J. M. W". 



CERTIFICATES OF STANDING AND DiSniSSION. 

All members leaving a congregation •should, if practicable, take 
certificates at the time of leaving. If this has not been done, in 
any instance, one should be procured as soon as possible. No 
church member should allow any more time to elapse in a case of 
this kind, than is necessary. Of course, as soon as the determina- 
tion is come to, to settle within the bounds of any particular con- 
gregation, the position and intention of the member should be 
communicated to the pastor and session. When a certificate is 
written for, it can certify to the fact that the person was a member 
in full communion and^gular standing a< tJie time of lectoing. Ac- 
cording to the old rule, a member leaving*a congregation, and 
even taking a certificate, was regarded as still amenable to the 
session from whose bounds he had gone. But, when one leaves to 
migrate to a great distance, as in this country is often done, this 
rule cannot be applied. Hence, in such cases, the emigrating mem- 
ber is not called to an account by the session which he has left, but 
takes a certificate of standing only to the time of his leaving. The 
session to which he applies and hands his certificate, is the proper 
body to inquire and decide upon his deportment since he left nis 
former place. Of course, we take for granted that a naember so 
situated has not been free from ecclesiastical control during the 
interval between his leaving one locality and finding another con- 
gregation to enter ,^ and, inasmuch as the congregation left may be 
a thousand miles o% its officers can have no responsibility. This 
rests upon those where he has been, or intg whose hands he comes. 
Hence it is the duty of these last — if any length of time has passed 
— to institute the inquiries to which we have alluded; and, in 
faithfulness, this ought always be done. For the same reasons, 
the session left can certify to the time of leaving. J. M. W. 



CLOSING EIECBISES OF THE THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 

Alleohbitt City, Tuisdat, March 20, 1866. 

Board met at the call of the Chairman, and was opened with 
prayer. Messrs. Wylie and Milligan were the only memjjers of 
the Board present. The Professors were invited to participate in 
the Board's deliberations. 

A. M. Milligan was appointed Secretary. The first and second 
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classeB in Hebi*ew were examined. The students were also exam- 
ined on Greek and Biblical Criticism. 

Board adjourned at 12, to meet at 3 P. M. Board met at 3 P. 
M. and heard discourses from Messrs. D. C. Faris, D. Gregg and 
I. Paris ; after the discourses; which were unanimously approved. 
Board adjourned, to meet at 7 J P. M. 

7J P. M., the Board met and heard discourses from David B. 
Willson, Jno. Hood and J. M. Faris, and adjourned to meet at 8J 
to morrow. 

Wednesday, March 21, 1866. 

Board met and was ope'ned with prayer by Professsor Willson. 

Prof. Sproull read the joint Report of the Professors, and the 
Keport of his own Department, and Prof. Willson read the Report 
of his Department. The Reports were laid upon the table for the 
present. These reports are as follows : 

To the Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary : 

The Professors present the following Report : 

There were twelve students in attendance during the session about to close. 
Their names and graded are as follows : 

First Year — D. C. Faris, Isaiah Faris, D. Gregg, Jr., W. G. Gillespie, 
John Hood, D. B. Willson. 

Second Year. — J. M. Faris, A. W. Johnston. 

Third Year.— J. A. Black, J. R. M'Farland, T. A. Sproull, A. Wright. 

We state with muoh satisfaction, that this session of the Seminary has been 
exceedingly pleasant and encouraging. The addition of six new students has 
nearly doubled the number we had the previous session. Through the good- 
ness of God, no sickness has occurred among us so serious as to interrupt, to 
any great extent, our work. The punctuality and diligence of the students 
were all that we oould expect. All were present tit the opening of the session. 
Our roll will show but few cases of absence, and these in every instance were 
for satisfactory reasons. We never found our work more pleasant, and we think 
that in no former session has there been^more progress by the students. We 
desire to thank God that he is so greatly encouraging us in our efforts to ad- 
vance his cause. It is surely a token for good, that when the fields are white 
for the harvest he is preparing laborers to gather the precious grain into his 
granary. 

The students delivered two discourses each in the church, before respectable 
and appreciating audiences. These discourses were criticised in the class. 
They were all very creditable performances. They held weekly meetings for 
debating questions, and extemporary preaching. So far as we know, their 
attendance on social and public ordinances. was regular. 

The different subjects of study prosecuted by the students during the session 
will be presented in our respective Reports. They are prepared for examina- 
tion on them all, according to a schedule which we submit to you. With the 
ex(^eption of Mr. Gillespie, who was called away near the end of the session, 
by the sickness of a relative, they all ha^e discourses to deliver before the 
Board. 

• Respectfully submitted. 

Thos. Sproull, 
Jas. M. Willson. 

Allsqhixt, March 30, 1866. 
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To ths Board of Superifitendents of the Theological Seminary : 

The coarse of stady in Polemic Theology this session included the whole of 
the first volume of Turretine, from Locus I. De Theologia, to Locus X. De Li- 
hero hominis arhitrio. The recitations in this department were on Monday and 
Thursday of each week. To assise the student in preparing to recite, I present- 
ed on each day a summary of the subject of the succeeding lesson. By this 
they were saved the labor of reading over a good deal of unprofitable matter, 
and had their attention directod to the main points under each question. I 
am well satisfied that this course has greatly facilitated their study in this de- 
partment. , * * 

In Systematic Theology, the coarse embraced eight chapters in the Testi- 
mony, beginning at chapter eleven. These chapters are, "' The Gospel Offer/' 
«< Regeneration," •* Paiih," " Justification," <*Adoption," " Repentance," 
" Sanctifioation," << Perseverance in Grace." Lectures on these subjects, fifteen 
in number, were read one each week on Thursday. On each day there was a 
pretty thorough examination on the preceding lecture. The result of these ex- 
aminations was very satisfactory. 

I delivered on Fridays near the beginning of the session five lectures on 
Church Government. The topics were, " The divine institution of church gov- 
ernment," " The difference between civil and ecclesiastical government/' 
** Episcopacy unsoript iral," *' Independency not of divine right." " The divine 
institution of presbyterial government." The entire coarse as marked out at 
the beginning, embraced nine lectures. The pressure of business prevented me 
from finishing the course. Four are left for the next session. 

Respectfully submitted. Thos. Sproull. 

Alliqhikt, March 20, 1866. 

To the Board of Svperintendenti of the Theological Semitiary : 

Brethren — ^The work done in my department of the Seminary, during the 
present session, has been as follows : 

I. Hebrew — First Class. This class has read, and been examined with 
care upon the following passages : Genesis 2; 4 : 1-8 ; 6 : 1-8 ; 12 \ 1-9; 16; 
17; 22 : 1-19; 25 : 29-34; 27 : 26-29; 28 : 10-22; 32 : 23-32; 44 : 18- 
34; 46 : 1-7, 28-34; Exodus 3 : 1-14; 12 : 34-38 ; 13 : 17-22; 14 : 8- 
22; 17; 18 : 21-22; 19 : 1-8, 16-20; 24; 25 : 1-11. My object has been, 
in selecting these passages, to bring under the special notice of the class, some 
of the most remarkable of the early events in the history of the church here 
recorded, to trace the development of the church, and to familiarize the student 
with so much of Scripture chronology. We have, all through, given some at- 
tention to the etymdogy and syntax of the language. Oeneraliy, there has 
been a recitation in grammar. 

II. Hebrew — Second Class. This class has studied the Grammar (Greenes) 
throogh <' Etymology," and has read the 1st chapter of Genesis, and are pre- 
pared for examination upon it Since the failure of my health in the begin- 
ning of December, they have been ucfler the exclusive tuition of one of the 
membersUF the first class. The Hebrew classes have recited twice a week. 

III. Greek. The class has read this winter from Romans 8 : 24th to the 
end of the Epistle. As heretofore, we hav^ analyzed the passages in order, 
with close attentioi — looking into everything with careful inquiry, occupying 
most of the time of the recitation in this way. My object has been to teach 
exeeesis, and to prepare the class for entering for themselves soon upon the 
work of Scripture interpretation. 

IV. Churoh History. I have delivered fifteen lectures on History, cov- 
ering the period from the day of Pentecost to Uie year A. D. 606. I have 
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recommended do particular text-book, but have insisted u{K)n the reading of 
such standard writers as are accessible to our students. The period from A. 
D. 313 to A. D. 606, was not so carefallj examined as the first three centuries^ 
owing to want of time. 

y. HoMiLETics, or the Science and Art of Sermonizing. I have delivered 
sixteen lectures upon this subjec.t. Time did not admit of entering upon the 
subject of lecturing. However, the greater number of lectures upon Homilet- 
ies the last year's session, was directed to the elucidation of this branch of the 
subject. 

VI. Biblical Criticism, X)t the Science by means of which the Text of the 
Original Scriptures is purged from errors that may have crept into it. in the 
course of time. On this subject, I "have delivered six lectures, in which I 
have presented a very cursory view of the criticism of the New Testament, 
merely to show the necessity of something being done of this sort, with a sketch 
of what has been done, and an examination of the sources of Biblical Criticism. 

The lectures which I have delivered, have generally been preceded by a 
careful examination — every exercise, including the recitations which I have 
conducted, occupying a full hour and a half. 

L have to testify, and do so very gladly, to the punctuality and diligence 
which has characterized this class. Some absences have occurred, but they 
have been in all cases satisfactorily accounted for. There have been few reci- 
tations or lectures missed. For some three weeks after I became ilLin the 
early part of December, the exercises of my department were attended to in 
my house ; since January Ist, I have been able to meet the class in the usual 
place. I have to regret, however, that I have not had it in my power, except 
on one occasion, to hear the performances of the students in the church. E 
have examined and criticised the sketches of their discourses, which, at my re- 
quest, they have handed to me. This has been part of our exercises in Homi- 
letics. 

Thankful to God for such measure of strength as has been fumbhed me, 
and to the students, I commend them, with their attainments, to God and to 
the word of his grace. 

Very respectfully submitted. Jas. M. Willson. 

Allbghbny, March 20, 1866. 

Criticisms were given upon the discourses of last evening, which 
were highly approbatory. 

Prof. Sproull examined the class on SystematicTheology. Prof. 
Willsom examined the class on History. Prof. Sproull examined 
the class on Turrettine. Prof. Willson examined the class on 
Homiletics. Prof. Sproull examined the class on Church (iovem- 
ment. Recess till 3 P. M. 

3 o'clock P. M. Board met, and heard discourses from James A. 
Black, J. R. M'Farland and A. W. Johnston ; after which Board 
retired to the Hall and criticised tne discourses with high approba- 
tion. Recess till 7}. . ^ 

Recess expired. Board met and heard discourses from Thos. A. 
Sproull and Alexander Wright. Discburses highly approved. 

Board directed the Librarian to attend to having somte of the 
books bound that need it most, and draw on the Treasurer for the 
amount necessary to defray the expense. 

The Report of the Professors, and the joint' Report, were taken 
np, approved, apd ordered to be printed. 
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The following resolution was adopted : 

The Board records its satisfaction with the examination on all the 
subjects of study during the session, as furnishing evidence of tb6 
industry and diligence of the students in their attendance upon 
the prelections of the Professors. 

The following subjects of intersessional study were assigned to 
the students: 

Fourth and Third Tear Students. — Hebrew — ^Ex. 25 : 12-40, 26 
and 27 ; Ps. 45 ; Isa. 50. To examine into the typical import of 
the Tabernacle and its compartmefnts and its furniture. Greek — 
Read and examine the Sermon on the Mount, Mat. 5, 6, jT. Vhurch 
History — An Essay upon the Heresies which arose during the Ist, 
2d, 8d, 4th, 5th and 6th centuries. 

Second Year Students. — Greek and Church History, as above. 
Hebr ew-r-Gev. 2dy M and 4th chapters, and the 1st and 2d Psalms. 
All read Edwards' History of Redemption. , 

A§ order on the Treasurer of the Theological Seminary was 
drawn in favor of Samuel Henderson, for services in attendance 
upon the Hall. ♦ 

A. M. MiLLiGAN, Sec*y, 



EDITORIAL CORRBSrORDENCE — LETTER II. 

When I was in Paris, the Eoyal Library was not accessible. 
Apartments were in preparation for it in the building erected by 
Napoleon between the Tuileries and the Louvre, and it had been 
boxed up for removal to them in a short time. I regretted this, in- 
asmuch as this is one of the great libraries of the world, and more 
particularly, because it is rich in scriptural manuscripts, some of 
the oldest and best belonging to it. 

From Paris to London is a journey of ten to twelve hours : by 
rail to Dieppe, or Boulogne, or Calais, by steamer fo Newhaven, 
or Dover, or Folkstone, and then by rail to London. We had a 
smooth sea as before, and a very pleasant day's travel. 

There is, of course, much in London worthy of the attention 
of the tourist. In architecture, however, and paintings and statu- 
ary, in streets and vistas, the two cities are not to be compared : 
Paris is incomparably superior in all that relates to the grand and 
the beautiful. If there is any exception, it is in reference to the 
parks, which are fully equal in London,* taken in the aggregate, to 
those of Paris. 

I met here the other members of our mission, and learned that 
the result of the meeting of ministers that had been called in 
Glasgow for Sept. 21st, was not favorable. .About twenty-five had 
assembled, and organized by calling Rev. Prof. Douglas, of the 
Free Church College, to the chair, and for a time, everything ap- 
peared favorable. Mr. M. was present, but Dr. Storrs and Stella 
10 
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Martin, the delegates of the Freedmen's Association, who were 
also engaged in collecting funds, were there. They professed to 
be friendly to oar purpose, and even proposed to unite in gathering 
funds, the total collected to be subsequently divided between the 
two objects. However, after a good deal of discussion. Rev. \Vm. 
Symington^ the leading minister in Glasgow of the Majority Be- , 
formed Presbyterian Synod, suggested that while our object was 
important and must receive attention at some time, the other, which 
sought funds for relieving pressing temporal wants, was the more 
urgent, and hence, pur scheme might be postponed just now, and 
their whole strength turned into the Freedmen'e Association. 
This was opposed by the chairman, by Mr. Lorimer and others, 
but the suggestion seemed to take with the majority, and so, we 
got the cold shoulder. 

I shall not stop to characterize this proceeding on th^ part of 
the delegates of the Freedmen*s Association. Considering, how- 
ever, that the meeting was convened by our exertions — ^maiiUy by 
hard work in seeing personally the most of those present — ^toat it 
had a specific object, stated in the call — ^the inquiry arises^ what 
^ business Dr. 8. and Mr. M. had there, and as to the course taken 
' by Mr. Symington. I deny entirely that the claim for food and 
clothing was paramount to that which* we are endeavoring to meet. 
However, the plan adopted to defeat us was successful, and that, 
I presume, was the main thing. 

It would have been of no benefit, under these circnmstancesj^ to 
press forward to Scotland, so I determined to see some more of 
London and of England, previously to going North. 

London is not a pleasant place." The air is rarely quite clear, 
often very smokjand foggy; the leading streets are crowded, 
the chareesare high. I visited the Library, the Museum, the Zoo- 
logical Gardens, Sie Tower, Westminster Abbey, the Crystal Pal- 
ace at Sydenham, and attended, as I have already mentioned, the 
opening of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary. In the Libra- 
ry I saw one of the the oldest manuscripts of the Bible — ^the "Al- 
exmidrian," written in the 6th century. It is m four volumes, per- 
fectly legible, and of high authoritv. It is enclosed in a case, cov- 
ered with glass, and can only be looked at as it lies open there. 
There are in the Library many manuscript curiosities. The orig- 
inal Magna-Charta, extorted irom King John by the Barons, six 
hundred years ago, is there, l>ut almost illegible. Letters, and 
documents written or signed by mo3t of the eminent men— kings, 
&c. — of England, are there. The Library occupies many rooms, 
all accessible. We did pot, however, enter more than three or 
four, including the reading room, where there are some 20,000 vol- 
umes, such as are usually called for. The Museum, which is in 
the same building, is a vast collection of antiquities — ^Assyrian, 
Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Etruscan, British, &c. — and of natural 
curiosities. Instead of a few hours, many days would be required 
for even a cursory examination of this unparalleled collection. 
The Tower is very ancient. The principal building — the White 
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Tower— wag erected by tbe Conqueror, in the 11th century — 
was formerly used as a royal residence, and is now an arsenal, 
where are exhibited specimens of old weapons and models, the 
most noticeable objects, however, are the suits of armor, worn by 
kings, and princes, and nobles, some of them inlaid with gold and 
very valuable. It was also used aQ a prison. The cell is shown in 
which Sir Walter Raleigh was imprisoned twelve years. In an- 
other place are the rooms where state prisoners were ordinarily 
confined. The walls of one room are covered with handiwork, 
most of them of the victims of royal tyranny, some of whom died 
here, others taken out only to die by the hand of the executioner. 
Bad memories these, but many of them remarkable for their ex- 
pression of pious and patient submission to the will of God. The 
very spot on which Anna Boleyn was beheaded, is marked in the 
open space between this building and the White Tower. Tower 
Hill, where executions ordinarily took place, is outside, and is 
now mostly occupied with buildings. Westminster Abbey is em- 
inently worthy of a visit. The edifice is very imposing, but its 
monuments are the chief attraction. There is the "Poet's Corner," 
situated pust at the entrance, where lie the remains of very many 
of Britain's distinguished writers ; but the most distinguished is 
not there. Blind Milton hated arbitrary power too heartily to find 
a sleeping place under the eye and care of a "reconstructed" 
monarchy such as that of Charles II. Then follow in order, the 
noftle and royal dead ; the oldest here is Edward the Conqueror, 
who built this part of the Abbey, in the 10th century. Then, 
passing around, you come to the aisles of the church, with its 
many-formed and often very costly monuments to Britain's states- 
men, generals, admirals, bishops, &c. 

There' is the coronation chair — an exceedingly plain, straight- 
backed, wooden-seated, oaken chair, the fac-siraile of the kitchen 
chairs of what we call " old times" in this country. Underneath 
the seat is the stone brought from Scone in Scotland, upon which 
the kings of that country formeriy stood at their coronation. In 
this chair, the kings and queens of England have been long crown- 
ed, how long, I do not know. 

St. Margaret's Chapel, where the Assembly of Divines met, is 
4 hundred yards or so west of the Abbey. 

The Crystal Falaee is spme eight or nine miles south-east of 
London, in a beautiful location. Its site is considerably elevated, 
embracing a pretty extensive view, which includes a variety of fine 
rural scenery. The building is not so striking as I expected to 
find it. Nor was the fitting up as elegant as I had anticipated, 
except the galleries of pictures, which seemed to be singularly fine. 
The great feature, however, was the music. There was a concert 
that day, of five thousand performers — ^principally young, who sang 
a number of pieces in presence of an audience of twenty-two 
thousand. The singers, notwithstanding their qnparalleled num- 
bers, kept time perfectly. One fact proves this. The words could 
be distingmshed. The success of this concert removed from my 
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miod the last ehadow of doubt that it is possible to train worship- 
ing congregations that they will sing in tune, and m the right time; 
all that is wanting is, competent teachers, a desire to learn, and 
sufficient practice. It is worth while to inquire whether the gen- 
eral neglect of God's gifts— of an ear and voice for music — ^for 
nearly all have a measure of these — ^is not sinful, and very sinful. 

I had the pleasure of enjoyine:^ short interview with Mr. Lyde, 
the brother of the gentleman who bequeathed to our Mission the 
mission property in the mountains above Latakiveh, and an annual 
donation to sustain schools, and who has himself not only fuliilled 
his brother's will, but occasionally added to his donation. I found 
hirat intelligent, affiible, and liberal. Pretty well, not perfectly, 
informed regarding our civil conflict, and, like nearly everybody else 
I met, somewhat anxious about the fate of Jefi*. Davis. Consid* 
ering the boasted strength of the anti slavery connections and feel- 
ings of the British people, it struck me as rather strange, consider- 
ing that no change had yet been made in. the Constitution, and 
that the proposed change had been, in fact, voted down the prece- 
dinff winter, that there appeared to be far greater concern express- 
ed by the religious people whom I met, lest any physical harm 
should come to the great leader of the pro-slaverv hosts, than that 
the poor staves whom he had sought, so desperately, to hold, should 
fail of securing their freedom. 

There is one marked difference between Paris and London as it 
respects the visiting of public places* In London, you nearly 
always pay for admission. You cannot even see St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral or Westminster Abbey, without some charge. In Paris, you 
go freely ecerywhere. The Louvre and Versailles, with all their 
wealth of art, are freely thrown open from the middle of the fore- 
noon to evening. 

From London I went to Windsor Castle, which occupies a fine 
site, elevated about one hundred feet above the level country to 
the north and east. Its tapestries and pictures (some by Hubens) 
*are worth seeing. In its immediate vicinity is Eton school, one of 
the great public schools of England, at which the sons of the no- 
bility, and htgher and wealthier classes are educated. Its build- 
ings, plain brick— its course of instruction not very extensive, but 
its training quite thorough." We learned in the Castle, that what 
is now styled the "Reception room" there was formerly the "Ball 
room," tbe name being changed by tile Queen. From Windsor 
we went to Oxford, and there spent an hour, and over, riding 
through the town and getting a glimpse of the Colleges, which 
make up the University. This was founded by Alfred the Great, 
A. D. 886. Many foundations have since been added, and centu- 
ries ago had 30,000 pupils j now, it has less than a quarter of that 
number. Some of the buildings are very venerable m appearance ; 
of course, we saw but the outside, weeks would be needed to ex- 
amine libraries, &c. The next stop was at Leamington, the neatest 
and cleanest town I ever saw. A finished town of eighteen thousand 
inhabitants, and yet a live place, in fact, one of the chief watering- 
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places i» England, and, which is hardly ever found elsewhere, having 
about as many guests in winter as in sumn\er. The country through 
which we passed so far from London, is highly cultivatea— mostly 
level, not at all crowded, apparently no forests ; but the fields are 
lined with trees, the cattle, that did not appear to be numerous, 
yvere grazing, the farm buildings did not attract special attention 
in any way. There had been a drought of nearly six weeks con- 
tinuance, with exceedingly hot weather — of course, impairing the 
aspect of the fields, and yet not destroying the pastures as it would 
have done in the United States. What was singular to me, we 
saw few towns ; not more than are seen along the roads of Massa- 
chusetts, nor any more appearance of the stir of business. ^ 

We were now in the neighborhood of some of England's noted 
places. T^ree miles north is Warwick Castle, the most complete 
specimen m these islands of a first rate old fortified baronial castle 
— still inhabited eight or nine months in the year by the Barl and 
his familv, and, of course, kept in thorough repair. The buildings . 
occupy the sides of a square some two hundred yards in diameter, 
most of them three or four stories high, with turrets rising over a 
hundred feet. Within is a lawn. The gateway is a hundred feet 
through. The Castle stands upon the west side of the Avon, and 
to the west of it a magnificent park, in which is a "cedar walk," . 
lined with, I believe, cedars of Lebanon. I am certain that large 
cedars of Lebanon grow near the south wall of the Castle. The 
entrance from the road to the Castle gafte is by a passage cut 
through the solid rock some hundreds of yards — twenty five feet 
wide, probably, and from ten to ^eighteen or twenty feet deep. 
Many curiosities, particularly implements of war, are exhibited m 
the great room of the Castle. 

Some six miles further north is Kenilworth, the once most mag- 
nificent residence of the Earl of Leicester, Queen Elizabeth's fia- 
vorite, and the unsuccessful leader of the English auxiliaries sent 
by that Princess to aid the United Netherlands against Spain in 
1685-7. It is now a ruin, but its various apartments, some very* 
old, easily traceable. Nothing about it is inhabited except the gate- 
way, which makes quite a spacious and not inelegant mansion. It • 
is near the centre of England. 

I have 'never see© a more delightful rural district than that of ^ 
which Leamington is thel^bentre — everything — soil, culture, dwell- • 
in^s, roads — betokens a well-to-do community. About twelve 
miles east lies Stratford-upon-Avon, the birth and burial-place of 
Shakespeare, and, in consequence, a place of very great resort. 

From this point, I made my way to Edinburgh. Of the route 
and of that city, a short notice hereafter. J. M. W. 



It is a comfort to Christians apart to ihink their prayers meet 
before a throne of grace, and their persons shall meet before a 
throne of glory. 
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TBB rSALlOBT. 

Messrs. Editors — It is matter of interest to us, in common 
with other churches who use the inspired Psalms^ that a revised 
version is in preparation and will in^ due time be laid before the 
churches. This work has been undertaken by Mr. Wm. S. Rea- 
toul, of this city, at the suggestion of friends who were convinced 
alike of its importance and of Mr. Eentoul's fitness for performing 
it. His plan contemplates such changes,- and only such as may be 
necessary to corredl tne acknowledged errors in pronunciation and 
in grammar, to remove the obsolete* words and defective or re- 
dundant versification which difi^ure our otherwise excellent 
version. To the execution of this task Mr. Rentoul brings a 
good ear for rhythmical merits and defects in poeti*^, a copious 
vocabulary and an accurate pronunciation. . He has the additional 
advantage of thorough familiarity with all the various attempts 
which have been made of late to improve our present version, 
having been for years more or less engaged in the work 

At a meeting of ministers of the psalm singing churches in this 
city, to hear specimens of the revised version, the most hearty and 
unanimous approbation was expressed, and it was agreed that 
those present should communicate information respecting the 
work to the organs of their respective churches. A few specimens 
will best illustrate th^ manner in which this important task is 
likely to be performed. 

The 6th verse of the second Psalm, as amended, reads as 
follows ; 

But yet on Zion's sacred mount 
My King ordained ha^e I, 
Him on my holy hiU to reign 
I hare exalted high. 

Pa. IIL V. Y. 

Lord, my God, arise I me save I 
My foes have felt thy stroke 

Upon their cheeks, yea thou the teeth 
Of wicked men hast broke. 

Ps. VI. V. 6. L. M. \ 

1 with my groaning weary am, 

I also all the night through woe 
Have caused my bed to swing; and I 
With tears hft^e made my couch to flow. 

Ps.^VII. V. 2. 
Lfst in his deadly rage the foe 
My soul in pieces tear, 
As hungry lions rend their prey 
When none to help is near. 

V. 16. 
On his own head his mischief shall 
With sure return come home, 
- And dowin on his own crown his deeds 
Of violence shall come. 

The following examples will serve to show how slight a change 
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Is often sufficient to ^ve smoothness and correctness to a defective 
measure or a harsh, jagged and obscure version. 

Ps. XVT. T. 5. 

Ood is of mine inheritonce 
And cop tlie portion gnre; 
The lot that fallen is to me 
Thou dost maintain secure. 

V. 10. 
Because mj sonl in graye to dweU 
Shall not be left bj thee ; 
Nor wilt thon give thine Holj 0n« 
Corruption's taint to see. 

Pb. XVm. vs. 35, 26. 
Thou gracious with the gracious art. 
With upright men upright, 
Pure with the pure, but firoward with 
The froward in thy sight. 

Those who love to find Christ in the Psalms, will be pleased 
with the first line of Ps. XX. v. 6— 

Now kuow I God his ChrUt doth sare — 

which brings the metrical version into agreement with the original 
and with the prose. The same spirit will welcome the change in 
the second Psalm, 

To plot against the Lord, and his 
Mesiiah, saying thus. 

Mr. Rentoul asks in this work the assistance of a committee 
from each of the churches interested in a scripture psalmody, to 
whose collective judg^ient the various alterations may b6 referred. 

PmiADiLPHiA, March, 1866. T. P. StBVBNSON. 

Bbmares. — ^We had hoped that this subject of a new version of 
the Psalms would not have been mooted in our church. Certainly 
the results of its agitation in the U. P. Church have not been 
such as to justisfy our engaging in it. Out of regard to the 
writer of the above article, we publish it, saying at the same time 
we have no sympathy with the movement. A revision of the 
metrical version of the Psalms is not the work to which we are' 
now called. If attempted, it would tend to diviert us from the 
great object of our church as a distinct organization, the enthrone- 
ment of Christ tis £ing of nations. 

As it regards the specimens given of Mr. Rentoul's version, we 
do not feel disposed to express an opinion. We care not how 
many versions he or any one else may make, what we wish to 
guard against, is the Wea^ceninff of the attachment of our people to 
an inspired psalmody. And this is the tendency, and it nas been 
in the U. P. Church, the eflfect of the criticisms on the version in 
use. It was found necessary to point out its faults in order to 
have a reason for making another. And this was not unfrequently 
done in a way that made it appear ridiculous. Those who indulge 
in such fault finding little know the pain they inflict on sensibili- 
ties of many pious people, to whom every word of this version is 
endeared by long use, * T. S. 
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EDUCATION OF THE FREBDHEN. 

Messrs. Editors — Many inquiries are made by brethren con- 
cerning o\ir school, especially in reference to the proposed colored 
class. Through the pages of the Magazine, I wisn to naake a 
general reply. 

1. We are earnestly but cautiously engaged in selecting a limit- 
ed class of talented pupils of color. A number have already been 
accepted. Extracts of letters given below, will show what sort of 
material we have to choose from. 

2. The expense of supporting those already here, has been very- 
limited. It is our purpose to have all partially self-supporting, by- 
providing manual labor more or less for such as have no means of 
their own, 

3. The Board propose that each congregation, desirous of aiding 
in this work, will select a young man out of the number, who shall 
be recognized as supported by them. A lady in Ireland, who is 
giving ^40 a year to our Southern Mission, is supporting one boy 
here, and I^understand proposes to make an annual contribution to 
this end. The expenses need not exceed ^150 per annum. 

4. We hope for a large accession to our number from the youth . 
of the church at the opening of the ensuing term. The most eco- 
nomical arrangements as to boarding, &c., will be made for both 
males and females. 

The following extracts from letters received from teachers and 
others, will be read with interest by all whose hearts are in the work. 

J. L. M'CARTi^BY, Sec'y. of Board. 

[extracts*] 
Rev. H. Eddy writes from Macon, Ga., concerning a young man 
ot Scotch, Indian anid African descent : 

•"Maook, March 12, 1866. 

^ Rev. J. L. M'Cartney: Dear fi^iV— Tours of the 23d nit. has 
been some time received, and the answer has been delayed by my 
absence from town a week, and by giving Quaslis time to decide 
what he would like to do. He has now decided that he would like 
to accept your very kind offer I answer your questions as follows : 
Age^ 23. Color y dark yellow. Featwres^ good, not striking, good 
head. - Family cormections^ father a minister, residing at Atlanta, 
Ga., a man of integrity and sobriety. Peculmrity of his takntj good 
memory, a lover of histonr and elocution, with severe training will 
make a good speaker, moral character ^ unquestioned. He will be 
able to bear his own expenses to the plade of your school and will 
be well clothed. Now, sir, shall I send him on ? You will not ex- 
pect a yonth of great cultivation ; but I am decided in the opinion 
that it will pay to educate him. Shall I send him on, and when ?" 

A gentleman writes from Davenport, Iowa: 

** Dear Sir — ^I take the liberty of addressing you in behalf of a 
young colored man of this city, who wrote to you about a month 
ago. He has showed me your letter and circular to him. He was 
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quite disappointed on receiving them, because twenty-one years is 
the limit of age for your pupils, and he is twenty-two years old. I 
told him, I thouffht, that in consideration of Ihis present advance- 
ment in study, that you might yet take him. He is, I should think, 
fully one-half white. His head and features are much more of the 
Anglo-^axon th^n of the African cast. He has an Ijionest, intelli- 

fent, pleasant countenance. His deportment respectful and mo- 
est, but^ without the least appearance of obsequiousness or servil- 
ity. He hts, I believe, been out of slavery, between two and three 
years, a part of the time in the service as a soldier ; yet such has 
been his industry and ability that he is now very nearly prepared 
to enter our grammar school. He has for several months been a 
pupil in the building of which I am principal, and from the first I 
have looked upon him as the most promising of all the colored pu- 
pils in the city. I have had good opportunity to observe him, and I 
believe him to be entirely truthful, honest and conscientious. He 
says he desires to get an education that he may instruct and im- 
prove his brethren. Of his history I know nothing more than that 
he was a slave in Alabama, and walked off with the Union army. 
He has but little money of his own, perhaps fifty or seventy-five 
dollars." 

A young lady, a teacher of the freedmen in Rollo, Mo., writes 
very earnestly concerning a boy and girl, in her school : 

*' Sir — There are two among my pupils who are desirous to 
avail themselves of th6 opportunities afforded in your school. One 
is a boy of seventeen years ; has had school advantages about three 
years, and has improved them well. His perceptions are quick, 
and as a scholar he is ambitious to excel. He was owned by a fa- 
mily of good position in Springfield, Mo., by whom he was well 
trained. His purpose in securing an education is, that he may be- 
come the more useful'amopg his people. The other pupil is a girl 
of fifteen, who greatly desires to become a teacher. She has had 
school advantages but about ay©ar, and has made much more than 
usual progress. She is a perSevering student, quick in comprehen- 
sion, and bids fair to become a fine scholar and useful woman. 

** Both pupils mentioned are rather light mulattoes ; good fea- 
tures, quite pleasing. Both are from the best of the colored fami- 
lies in Rollo. They will be able to bear a part of their own expenses 
and could be sent on to you. The moral character of each is ex- 
cellent. 

" Will you please answer immediately, letting me know the pros- 
pects of their acceptance, and if accepted, how sobn it will be ne- 
cessary for them to be sent on ?" 

The following is from a lady now teaching among the freedmen, 
formerly of a seminary in Sprmgfield, Mass. : , 

** PoBT Rwro, Washington, D. C, April 22, 1866. 

Mr. J. L. M'Cartney: Kind Sir — Through the Rev. Samuel 
Huntfer, Supt of Education for the American Missionary dissocia- 
tion, 1 received your.circular not long since. It leads me to hope 
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HiBt a place may be seeored in that institation for three or more 
youDg colored soldiers, with whom I have been made acquainted 
while engaged in teaching that portion of the 107th Begt Col. Vol. 
stationed at this Fort. 

"I consider them yonng men of exceUeni character and great pro- 
mise. One especially I would recommend to your notice and con^ 
sideration. A sergeant-major, a very interesting, modest, agree- 
able person, as indeed are the others, though pernaps not ^^ much 
in degree. But I can be justified in saying that all of them have 
secured the respect and good will of the officers connected'with 
the regiment. 

"I am sorry, however, to be obliged to state, that none of them 
are ChrisiianSj but from the respect they manifest for every thing 
of a religious nature, I am led to hope thsJt they will, if brought 
under religipus influences, be brought into the fold of Christ ; it is 
my daily prayer that this may be. 

, " These young soldiers are very anxious to accmire knowledge, 
and if they can do so when released from service, will obtain a 
good, sound education. They are not far from twenty-one years 
of age, and of different complexions. I think one or more might 
in part bear his own expense, and all will be aJ)le,to bear their 
traveling expenses. Each one of these young men has saved his 
wages to the extent of his ability, but a gocS portion of some of 
them has gone to friends at home, or been necessarily expended 
otherwise. There is some prospect that they may be mustered out 
of service before the expiration of the present month, and if you 
wiU be kind enough to give me immediate answer, and state 
whether you can receive these persons, and upon what terms, I 
shall be greatly obliged, and will then give you any other items of 
information wnich you may desire." 

A lady in Vicksburg, a teacher among the fteedmen, shows her 
interest in the naatter, as follows : 

" I have been teaching a school among the freedmen here since 
last December, and find a number iit my school very anxious to 
obtain a thorough education. One boy, whom I am especially 
anxious to aid, is about fourteen, of good natural ability, though 
his opportunities have, of course, been limited, and I find him so 
studious and thoughtful, that it is an especial pleasure to teach him. 
His father is quite poor, though a man in every sense of the word, 
and is anxious to do all he can, which will be but little, for his son. 
He cannot spare him until fall, and I infer from what Mrs. Edger- 
ton, with whom 1 am boarding, tells me, that your next term will 
not commence until then. Do you receive any more this spring ? 
Please let me know how your terms are arranged, and whether 
you could receive three or more from hereM the oeffinning of your 
next term. One that I have in mind, would probably receive con-, 
siderable help from his father.** 

The Field Agent of the Western Department of the American 
Freedmen's Am Commission has interested himself in our work. 
He writes fi-om Chicago : 
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** Dear Sir^^l have since reading your circular, been on a tour 
of inspection through the South, and have interested m^selfin be- 
half of your school. I regard your enterprise as one of importance 
to the colored people. 

"There are at Little Rock two boys and one girl (two the chil- 
dren, and one the adopted child of Rev. Wallace Andrews) whom I 
wish might attend your schooL I have known them since the fall of 
1863, and know them to be children of n^ore than ordinary talent. 
Mr. Andrews will be able to pay a portion of the expense. I would 
be glad if you would correspond with him. His address, is Little 
Rock, Ark. Mrs. Ed^erton, of Vicksburg, formerly of the Natch^ 
Asylum, has three or tour she proposes to send you. Of one girl 
I wish to write you, as we are all interested in her, and would be 

flad to see her edi;cated. From her peculiar disposition, Mrs. 
Idgerton and her teacher think it best that she should be with- 
drawn from colored society, and put into some familjr. I have scr 
riously contemplated taking her, and wish to know if you will re- 
linquish your claim upon her, and allow Mrs. Edgerton to deter- 
mine where' she- shall go. As she has promised to send her to your 
school, she is unwilling to make any change without your consent. 
* Please write me immediately, and I will communicate your views 
to Mrs. Edgerton.'' 

TENURE OF CHDRCn PROPEKTT 191 NEW YORE. 

Tab original charter provided by the State of New York for the 
holding and management of church property, entrusted this part 
of the service of the sanctuary to vnordained trustees elected by 
" the male persons of fiill age," excluding the female and minor mem^ 
bers of the char eh from all voice in the same. 

In 1822, a supplementary act was {Massed, which empowered the 
minister, elders and deacons to act as the trustees of Reformed 
Presbyterian congregations. But some think that this unreasonabhf 
compels the ministers and elder$ " to leave the word of God and serve 
tables," and derogates from the honor and power conferred upon the 
deacons by the Apostles when they appointed them " over this 
business " as intelligent and responsible administrators, account- 
able to the congregation and the session. 

Another act has recently been passed by the Legislature, which> 
while it does not interfere wjth those who choose to act under the 
former charters, enables those wlao think the deacons alone should 
be thej trustees of the church funds, to manage their finances in 
accordance with their views of scriptural order. The act is as 
follows : 

An Act relating to Eeformed PresbTteriao Churches or Coogregations, 
passed April 6th, 1866. 

The People of the State of Neu) York, repre$ented in Senate and 
A8$emblp, do enact as follows: — Section 1. When anyfReformed 
Presbyterian church or congregation shall, by resolution duly 
passed at a meeting of the church or congregation, determine tiiat 
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the deacons of such chnrch or congregation shall be the trustees 
for scch church or congregation alone, then it shall be lawful for 
the deacons of every such church or congregation now or here- 
after to be established in this State to be the trustees of every such 
church or congregation: Provided^ that they shall have been 
elected according to the rules, constitution and usages of the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Church, and are actively engaged in the ex- 
ercise of their office in said church or congregation. And it shall 
be lawful for the said trustees, if not already incorporated, to 
assemble together and proceed to incorporate themselves, in the 
mode prescribed in and by the act entitled "An act to provide 
for the incorporation of religious societies," passed April 5, 1813, 
and the act entitled "An act supplementary to the act entitled *Aii 
act to provide for the incorporation of religious societies,' passed 
April 5, 1818," passed April 12, 1822, 



801EEB AND PEES ENTATION. 

At the recent communion of .the First Ref. Pres- Cong., New 
York, eighty-three^ persons were added to the membership of 
the congregation. Of these, seventy-seven were additions to the 
church, Jifiy being on certificate from other bodies, but mostly 
from the U. P. Church, and twenty-seven by profession of their 
faith. 

To form mutual acquaintance and promote Christian social in- 
tercourse, a soiree was neld in the church on the evening of April 
12, at which cheering and appropriate addresses were made by 
Revs. J. R. Thompson and J. K. W. Sloane, and by Messrs. 
Cheyne, Lynch and Wilson. . The speech of Mr. Wilson was made 
weighty and eloquent by the presentation of $500, an offering of 
the congregation to the pastor. Rev. J. C. K. Milligaii, who grate- 
fully acknowledged it as "an odor of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, w.ell pleasing to God.'* Bountiful refreshments were 
then served by the committee of ladies, to every one a good plate 
of choice viands and a flagon — not of red and beady wine moving 
in the cup and flashing its adder sting, but— of pure cold water 
from the rock, God's own gift to refresh the thirsty, and repre- 
sent the cleansing, restoring and vivifying Spirit of Christ. 

May this spirit of holiness and gra«e soon come to all our con- 
gregations, poured out from on high and descending as rain on 
the mown grass and as the dew' upon Hermon. 



ACTION OF EEHOBOTH GONGSEGATION. 

Whbreas, Our pastor, Rev. T. M. Elder,* has given notice of 
his intentfon to ask for a release from the pastoral relation among 
us ; therefore, 

Resolvedy That though feeling it to be greatly against ourselves 
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as a congregatioD, yet in view of the arduous labor required 4n 
such a £eld» and his own limited strength ; and also in view of 
the fact of the very meagre and unworthy salary which we are able 
to give him, we cannot m duty refuse to yield to this neces8ity. 

JResolvedy That we take this occasion to express ^our utmost 
confidence in, and our respect for our beloved pastor, as an able 
minister of Christ, a faithful friend and wise counselor, whose 
labors have been full of sacrifice, whose relationship with ourselves 
has ever been pleasant, and we trust profitable ; and we heartily 
commend him to the kindness and confidence of God's people 
wherever, in providence, his lot may be cast. 
By order of the congregation. 

PiNiY, April 5th, 1866. RlCHABD DiLL, Okrk. 



MINUTE ON THE DEATH OF ELDER HACFARLAXJE. 

Died, January llth, 1866, Mr. John Macfablane, ruling elder in the 
1st Ref. Pres. CongregatioD, New York, aged 63 years and 17 days. 

The 8ubject of the above notice received a classical education in Belfast and 
Glasgow, and emigrated to this country in 1825. 

He was forty-one years a member and twenty-two of these an elder of the 
congregation with which he was connected at the time of his death. 

In his youth he was greatly troubled with doubts concerning the inspiration 
of the Bible, the doctrine of the Trinity and the divinity of Christ. But 
guided by the Spirit and grace of God he only searched the Scriptures more 
closely, to see it these things were so. The result was certain; he became 
most firmly convinced of their truth, and ably advocated them against the 
cavils of Ipfidels and errorists. 

He often spoke of the comfort these doctrines gave him, and referred to 
certain portions of Scripture oi;i which he rested his faith, especially Eph. 2 : 
18 and 1 Tim. 3 : 16, and always in his prayers he approached the Persons of 
the Trinity each by name in some form of invocation or ascription. Ever 
laborious and eificient in the work of teaching youth to which he had devoted 
himself, he found leisure to read and study the early and recent discussions 
upon the Christian system, and was familiar with the voluminous writings of 
the Fathers in their original languages. At the time of his death, by request 
of the officers of the Bible Society, he was collecting from the Fathers the 
evidences which in the face of all modern criticism satisfied his own mind and 
must convince every candid rea-der, that the much vexed verse, 1 John 6 : 7, 
was indisputably genuine and authentic. 

When Mr. Macfarlane came to New York, his fine personal appearance, affa- 
hie and unassuming manners, finished scholarship and earnest piety, gave him 
a position of influence. He soon became a master in the questions which then 
agitated the church, took an active part in the controversy which culminate i 
in 1833, and contributed much to save the congregation from the destruction 
which then threatened it. In all the subsequenc vicissitudes* of th^ congrega- 
tion, his example, influence and efforts made him an honored pillar and trusted 
guide. He lived to see the congregation freed from long embarrassments, and 
with most favorable Providences, located in a newly purchased house of worship 
in West 28th street. The* first Sabbath in the new church was his last on 
earth. He joined in all the services of the day, joyfully giving thanks to God 
for his great wonders done to us. A week before he had participated in the 
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ordination and installation of elders ; on Monday erening be met with tlie 
enlarged session, and was cheered by measures harmouiouslj adopted for the 
reorganization of the Sabbath school ; and on Thnrsdaj eyening, while the 
congregation were uniting in social worship, he yielded up hia*8pirit to Gcd. 

A godly husband and father, a faithful ruler, ab able and gifted teacher, an 
earnest Christian, his loss will be deeply felt. Many lamented at his bariaL 
This is our comfort, that to him death was gain, bringing him home to the 
upper sanctuary and the abiding rest — and that his (3tod is our God, who will 
raise up another in his room to whom ha will give the garments and a double 
portion of the Spirit which he had given the deceased. May we not use 
concerning him the language of Elisha's sorrow and faith : " My father, my 
father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof 

At a meeting of the Ist Ref. Pros. Session, New York, t^is minute was 
adopted and ordered to be published in the Magazine. 

J. C. K. MiLLIGAN, 
Mod, and Clerk pro tern. 



OBITUARIBS. 



Died, at Fremont, Ind., Nov. 1st, 1865, Mrs. Ann Eliza Stewart, wife 
of B. C. Stewart, in the 37th year of her age. Mrs. Stewart was a most ex- 
emplary character, whether viewed as a daughter, wife, mother or professed 
Ghrif^tian and child of God. Born and educated in the church, in early life 
she recognized her baptismal engagements, by making a public profession of 
her faith in Christ and her love to him. Her vows were made with an earn- 
est determination, in the strength of God's grace, to perform the same ; hence 
she was careful to attend to all the duties of religion, where God gave her the 
ability. In fact she often attended the public ordinances when her friends 
and neighbors thought, on account of ill health, she ought to remain at 
home. She loved the ordinances of God's grace, the habitation of his house. 

Though she thus ^ave evidence to others of her Christian character, she had 
not the satisfaction of knowing in her own heart that she was a child of God. 
For a long season she walked in darkness, having no light — she feared- her re- 
ligion was not genuine, that being bom and brought up in a religious family, 
her piety was only from the force of habit. She feared that she had rejected 
the mercy of God, and that there was no grounds to hope for her eternal wel- 
fare. Her soul was much troubled, but she did not sit down nor sink down in 
despair; underneath were the everlasting furms, but she knew it not. Like the 
spouse, she arose and went about the city, in the streets and in the broikl ways. 
She sought Christ in his word, in the closet, in all the ordinances of his grace; 
she inquired of the watchmen. Passing through and beyond these, by faith 
she found Christ whom her soul loved. In the midst of her affliction he 
manifested unto her his love, and gave unto her satisfactory evidence of &is 
interest in her salvation, that her beloved was her's and tbat she was his. 
Mrs. Stewart was a diligent student of the Bible. God's word was precious to 
her, it washer comfort in her affliction. She understood all the sinner's state 
and need, and also the way of salvation through Christ. She/eZ^ the truths 
of the Bible, and she experienced the relief that is only found in Christ, the 
Saviour. Her husband has lost a faithful and an affectionate wife, and it is 
hoped that her children will long cherish the remembranco of a most kind 
and tender mother, for whose spiritual and eternal welfare she was most deeply 
concerned. Com. 
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Died, at Lisbon, N. Y., of consumption, on tlie &th of Feb., 1866, Wil- 
liam Robertson, in the 55th year of his iige. The deceased, who was a na- 
tive of Ballvmore, Coantj Antrim, Ireland, came to the United States nearly 
thirty years ago. He became a member of th^ Kef. Pres. Chnrch, and of the 
congregation of Lisbon in 1852. The deceased leaves a widow an.d large fam- 
ily of children. 



Died, at his residence near Oreenville, in Cherry Hill Tp., Indiana Co., 
Pa.,' on Sabbath, the first day of April, 1866, James Simpson, in the 90th 
year of his age. The deoeaRcd was born in Derry Co., Ireland, and emigra- 
ted to thk country with his family in 1819. He was baptized in the Presby- 
terian Church, but joined the communion of the Covenanter Church when a 
young man, and held on to her distinctive principles v^th unwavering fidelity. 
He would often speak of those men and ministers in the cburoh who were 
distinguished for their moral courage and boldness in defense of the truth. 
He was always a strict observer of the duty of family worship, and would 
often lament over the inconstancy of many who profess to be the followers of 
Christ and never attend to this important duty. When ho came to this coun- 
try he was induced by fHends to locate himself in this county — far from 
any society or congregation of Covenanters, which was often a grief of mind 
to himself, and no doubt proved a serious obstacle to the religious improvement 
of his own mind and that of his family. He went sometimes a great distance, 
to communion. By the kindness of the Pittsburgh Presbytery, Penn Run 
Station has had a good deal of preaching. Those occasional visits of the Lord's 
servants refie^^hed him very much. Jiut his hearing failed some six or seven 
years ago, so that he could not receive much benefit by the preaching of the 
word. His chief source of consolation was in reading. His favorite books 
were the Bible and the practical works of the old divines. His end was 
peace. *^ The sting of death is sin, and the strength of ein is the law. But 
thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.'^ 

* • 

Died, Nov. 1, 1865, of typhoid fever, Sarah E. Frenoh; in the 10th year 
of her age; and also, of the same disease, Jan. 3, 1866, James Melville 
French, in the 3d year of his age. These were the children of Rev. J. and 
Lydia French. The word of the Lord is our comfort in our affliction, *^ The 
proipise is to you and your children." 



BOOK MOTICBS. 



Thi ifuTT OF Fbayibb. Illastrated and recommended from Scripture, and from the 
opinion and conduct of anin»pired pereens. By Rev. Alexander Whyte, A. M. 

In this book answers are given to the following questions: 
" What is prayer, and to whom should we pray ? Why should we 
pray ? For what should we pray ? How should we pray7 By 
what means may we learn to pray ? What are the most common 
I)reten8es and tne real causes for neglecting prayer? '' Anything 
like an exhaustive answer to these questions, it will be seen at 
once, will present the whole duty of prayer. In this work large 
use is made of the best productions on this subject. 

We notice on page 24, a misrepresentation of a Scripture text, 
Eev. 22 : 9. Had the writer examined the original, he would 
have seen that the statement that the angel whom John was for- 
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bidden to worship was a glorified saint, is a mere assninption* A 
full rendering of the text in question is, **I am the fellow servant 
of thee and of thv brethren," &c. We hold the sentiment to be un- 
scriptural, that the souls of the glorified are ministering spirits to 
saints on earth. 

This book is got up in eood style by the IT. P. Board, and is 
for sale at their Depository, No. 93 Third Street, Pittsburgh, t. s. 

Peimceton Revibw. Edited by Charles Hodge, I). D. Philadelphia, published bj Peter 
Walker, 921 Chestnut street. 

The articles in the April number of this Review are : I. Bush- 
nell on Vicarious Sacrifice ; II. The Samaritans, Ancient and Mod- 
ern ; III. The Great Schools of England ; IV. The Raising of Laz- 
arus ; V. Dr. Spring's Reminiscences of his Life and Times. 

This is an interesting number of the Review. The articles are 
well written, and will not only entertain, but also instruct the read- 
er. Terms, three dollars a year paid in advance. t. s. 

The Galaxt. An illastrated Magazine. Published Fortnightly, No. 39 Park Row, 
New York, pp. 84 each No. 

We have received from the editor the first number of this new 
periodical, in advance of the date of publication. To subscribers 
it will be sent on the first of May, and twice a nionth afterward. 
A corps of able contributors has been secured, and we have no 
doubt the Galaxy will take its place among the popular Magazine^ 
of the day. The tales are as goo4 as are to be found any where 
else, though we confess to a want of taste for all such reading. 
There are, however, some articles of solid worth. The illustrations 
are very fine, and the execution of the work in the best taste. 
The pfice is six dollars per year. Address Editor of the Galaxy, 
New York. . . T% s. 

Thb Covbnanteb, Belfast, Ireland. 

We regret that we omitted to state at the proper time, that the 
editing of this periodical is now in the Jiands of Rev. Josias A. 
Chancellor. In its external appearance it has lost nothing by -the 
change. The reading matter is solid and instructive. With many 
of our people in this country it is a favorite. We rejoice in its 
success as an earnest contender for the truth. t. s. 



REPORT OP COMMITTEE OF SUPPLIES OP PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 

Hannay — Pine Oreek^ Apr. 6th Sab.; Pineyy May 1st and 2d Sabs.; 
Elder — Alexandria, May 1st Sab.; Clarksburff, 2a Sab.; discretion- 
ary in Rehohoih congregation.till Synod, with power to hold meet- 
ings of session. Buck — Piiisburgh, Apr. 4th and 6th Sabs'.. Cro- 
zTER-^Oii Of/y, Apr. 4th and 6th Sabs., with power to hold meetings 
of session. Dodds — Piiisburgh, Apr. 3d Sab. Hunter — Oil Oity^ 
to dispense the sacrament and moderate in a call when desired by 
the congregation. 



Digitized by 



Google 



T H £2 



^Icfonnelr ^rabjterian anlir Cobenanter. 



Vol. IV. / JUNE, 1866. No. 6. 



AFFAIRS IN WASniNGTON. 

Thb season of want among the colored people in this city is now 
past. Men^ able to work, can now find employment at good 
wages. There are, however, many women and children, as well 
as aged and infirm persons, who still need assistance. These, it is 
hoped, can be supplied from the same clmnnel which in months 
past conveyed so full a tide of Christian charity and liberality. 

The teachers have been able to attend punctually to their duties 
during the winter, and now, after a short vacation, return to their 
work with fresh courage and interest. Reinforced by the arrival 
of Miss Helen Johnston, of Ohio, lately appointed by the Board, 
they are able in some measure to grade the school, thus insuring 
greater efliciency. 

Very many <rf the colored people have been provided employ, 
ment in various parts of the country — among them a number 
who had been connected with our Mission — but their places have 
been more than supplied, so that the attendance upon our services 
has been constantly increasing rather than diminishing. The 
work set before us here is strictly missionary work. The people 
are poor, ignorant and degraded. It is not their fault that they 
are so. A fair proportion of these people have in them all the 
elements necessary to insure success in whatever they may 
undertake. There are the usual proportion of ^fted persons 
among them, who would long ago have risen to distmction but for 
the chains with which they were bound. It is with astonishment 
and delight that we mark the progress made bv some of this class. 
But, when we speak of progress, let no one fail to reflect, that the 
starting point is far back. "When we say the thermometer has 
risen twenty degrees^ it may be well to consider that the starting 
point was not zero, but perhaps thirty degrees below it. There is 
a peculiar satisfaction — a present and precious reward — to those 
who in any way are enabled to extend aid and encouragement to 
these poor people in their first endeavors to rise from the estate of 
ignorance, poverty and degradation in which they have so .long 
beeia lield. 

11 
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Within the few weeks now past, events of more than ordinary 
interest have transpired here. The great issue made by the 
President with Congress and with the country, called to the 
Capital eminent and earnest men from every part of the land. 
Your readers will be pleased to learn that the voice of the Cove- 
nanters has, more than once, been heard in the Capital during the 
pendency of the great question which has just been decided bv a 
victory, complete and glorious, in the interest of justice and hu- 
manity. At the invitation of the " Howard Freedmen's Industrial 
School Association," Rev. J. R. W. Sloane spent a few days in 
this pity — ^preached in the hall of the House of Representatives on 
third Sabbath of March. His sermon was an able one, thoroughly 
radical, weH suited to the times, containing a distinct enunciation 
of our peculiar principles in regard to civil government. The 
audience was quite large, including several of the leading members 
of Congress. But the most noticeable feature of the audience 
was the colored congregation in the galleries, composed almost 
exclusively of the Sabbath school scholars connected with the Re- 
formed Presbyterian Mission. Assembling at an early hour, in 
the humble house, where for nearly three years they had been 
Accustomed to worship, after brief services, they proceeded to the 
Capitol and took their places,, no one objecting or appearing to 
notice their presence any more than if they had belonged to the 
fairer and more favored race. Congressmen sometimes speak of 
the presence of negroes as " darkening these halls ;*' well were it 
for " these halls" were there no more serious cause of complaint. 
How can any man look into the eyes of these hundreds of eman- 
cipated children, and observe the light of joy and hope beaming 
there, and yet complain of darkness ?v One of the adult scholars of 
the Sabbath school, who sat looking down on the vast audience, 
the like of which he had never seen before, tod listened to the 
forcible and vehement utterances of the gospel which he had but 
lately discovered was indeed glad tidings of great joy for aK;>6<>pfe, 
declared afterward, " I prayed all the time, and I saw the more I 
prayed the better he preached.'* Ah ! is it not ever thus ? 'V^ho- 
ever lifts up his voice to proclaim the sovereignty and truth of Q-od 
— the freedom and brotherhood of man^ is his himself upborne, made 
valiant and triumphant by the prayers of millions of the oppressed. 
What hath God wrought ? Who would have believed a few years 
ago, that so soon, a Covenanter, taking with him his Psalms, his 
principles, and even the objects of his compassion, in the persons 
of the poor, lacerated, despised victims of slaveholding cruelty, 
should have found the doors of the National Capitol open before 
him — should have been listened to, not only with profound atten- 
tion and respect, but with evident approbation ? 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon, a gopd audience of colored peo- 
ple assembled in the Mission school house, and listened with close 
attention to a discourse from Mr. Sloane, which was admirably 
adapted to their situation. 

On Monday evening, Mr. Sloane delivered a lecture in the fi 
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Street Baptist church, on the subject of " Owil and ReUgiauB LHh 
erti/y" for the benefit of the Freedmen's Industrial School. This 
school is conducted by an association consisting mainly of persons 
connected with our Mission. Its object is to aflPord employment 
to the freed people, and teach them various branches of industry. 
A commodious building has been obtained for this purpose from 
Government. Efforts made to obtain funds for the Industrial 
School have thus far been attended with encouraging success. 

The moat diBtinguished of the ethinent men called to the Cap- 
ital was Mr. Theodore Tilton, whose youthful Miltoniau beauty 
and scarcely less than Miltonian genius, seemed to disarm oppo- 
sition, making him a universal favorite. He was in frequent com- 
munication with the leading members of both houses of Congress, 
as also with the radical members of the Cabinet. He was in vain 
urged to lecture to the Washingtonians, who would have esteemed 
it a rare privilege to have listened to this new charmer — but on 
being asked to address the colored people of our Mission, he con- 
sented without hesitation. Mr. Tilton's eloquence is of that pecu- 
liar kind which creates enthusiasm, and almost necessarily inspires 
in every hearer a longing for a purer and higher life. Unlike the 
*' Young Irish Orator'' (and many less gifted persons), he did not 
lay aside his "usual eloquence *' on account of the sipallness of the 
audience, or the fact that they were ignorant and black, and but 
lately escaped from bondage. 

We have also been favored lately with a visit from Rev. Joshua 
Kennedy and Rev. D. M'Alister. These brethrens^came to Wash- 
ington as members of a delegation appointed by the "Delaware 
County Association for the Amendment of the Constitution." 
They remained in the city nearly a week, during which time they 
had interviews with members of Congress, and at length with the 
Secretary of War and with the President. 

On Sabbath afternoon. Rev. D. M'Alister preached in the Union 
League Hall. His subject was " The Conditions of National Safety 
and Prosperity.'* Though not privileged to hear it — being absent 
assisting at the Sacrament in Baltimore — I learn from many who 
were present, that it was a masterly effort, and was highly appre- 
ciated by alL Gen. Aiken and family were present^ and conducted 
the singing with fine effect. This wa^ the beginning of preaching 
" in our own hired house *' in Washington. It need not be the 
end. The hearers of Mr. Sloane and Mr. M'Alister urged them 
to return and j^reach again in this city. It is to be hoped' they 
will be able to do so, and that other brethren also, will from time 
to time let their voices be heard in behalf of truth in this city, 
as God in his providence may open the way. Mr. Kennedy con- 
ducted the services in the Mission school in the forenoon, and 
preached in the evening to a large audience. 

Our brethren were fortunate in being present to witness the 
great struggle which resulted in the passage of the Civil Rights 
Bill over the President's veto. None who witnessed the thrilling 
scenes connected with this great victory can ever forget them. B 
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wa8 a fair trial of etren^h between the two great parties contend- 
ing for the ascendancy in the national conncils. The veto of the 
Freedmen's Bureau Bill prepared the way. Sufficient time had 
elapsed after the veto of the Civil Rights Bill, to allow the whole 
country to be heard from. Not only had sach States a^i Connec- 
ticut and Nevada given significant warning to the men whose duty 
it was to represent therh in Congress, but the great States had 
spoken in tones earnest and solemn— New York and Wisconsin 
had spoken — all parts of the country had been heard from. It 
was the prolonged and thunderous "aye *' of mighty States-^the 
terribly earnest voice of the aroused millions of the loyal people, that 
carried this great cause over the President and his party, crushing 
the hopes of miscreants and traitors, constraining senators either 
to vote " aye " and be applauded as repentant sinners against 
liberty, loyalty and the people, or voting '* nay *' and go down to 
their political graves in disgrace and contempt. 

The scene in the Senate on Friday, at the close of the great 
debate, was one never to be forgotten. The vast assembly seemed 
to be thoroughly aroused. Eminent and earnest men from all 
parts of the country looked down from the galleries with in- 
tensest interest Tilton gazed from the reporter's gallery, like 
one entranced. Members of the House of Representatives, hats in 
hand, take their places behind the Senator's desks. The entire 
area of the Senate floor is filled with men, earnest, solemn and 
determined. Their presence said plainer than words — " Senators ! 
We represent the people; beware how you misrepresent them ! " 

The names of the senators were called, and the reply of each 
seemed to convey, not only some idea of the character and style of 
the man, but to intimate not obscurely the predominant feeling of 
the moment. Instantaneoiis applause from floor and galleries 
greeted the faintly spoken "aye** of Senator Morgan, from New 
York, showing what joy there is over one sinner that repenteth. 
The meek Senator felt it more as a rebtlke than an approval, his 
countenance saying plainly enough, "What have I done to merit 
applause? " lie was to be pitied, rather than envied. 

When the President of the Senate, overjoyed at the great victory, 
and forgetting that the bill had yet to pass the lower- House, de- 
clared (incorrectly) " That th# Bill having passed by the requisite 
majority, had become a law — the veto of the President notwith- 
standing'*'-i-the applause was truly sublime. Not content with 
ordinary expressions of approval, there was a general shaking of 
hands and varied exclamations of joy and triumph in every part of 
the chamber. Tall John Wentwotth) of Illinois, head and shoul- 
ders above the people, his hat lifted bigh in air, or rather thrown 
up at every step as be moved to a/nd fro on the floor of the Senate. 
Washburne, strong and conscious of his strength, with face of 
bronze and nerve of steel— rtbe great North- West at his back and 
rebellion under his feet, administering pardon and absolution to 
the erring but penitent Senatisr from- New York, by laying hist 
hand approvingly upon the i^houlder of this now meek and dutiful 
servant of the loyal people. 
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The joy of the colored people at this great and crowning victory 
is scarcely less than that they experienced at the Emancipation 
Proclamation or the Constitntional Amendment. In a manner 
alike creditable to their feelings and their good taste, the colored 
people of this city left upon the desk of each senator who voted 
for the Civil Bights Bill, a bouquet of forest flowers, with a card^ 
upon which was written the words, '' We exercise the civil right 
to express our gratitude to our friends." Not the colored people 
only, but the whole country owes a debt of gratitude to the moral 
heroes of the present Congress, who in the hour of the nation's 
peril, stood firm amid* the storm of executive fury — ^the howl of 
resuscitated rebels, and at length achieved a victory scarcely less 
glorious than any yet obtained over armed rebels on the field of 
battle. J*. M. Armour. 



SACRED ALIEGORI COXSIDERES AS i MEANS OF CONVETINO TRUTn. 

Society amongst all infant states has been more or less in a dis- 
organized condition, and property has proved correspondingly in- 
secure. To preserve it from the efliect of frequent war and appre- 
hension, and on account of the nonexistence of public banks of 
deposit, &c., the device was continually resorted to of hiding mon- 
ey, jewels, and other valaable8,in the earth, or of building them up 
in the walls of the owner's house. It often happened that the 
proprietor was suddenly removed, or died and left no account of 
the hiding place. Hence the continued practice, we might even 
say mania in the East, of searching after hid treasure, which of 
course sometimes rewarded the seeker, but was probably as often 
discovered unsought. So "the kingdom of heaven is like unto 
treasure hid in a field, the which when a man- hath found he hi- 
deth, and for joy thereof goeth and selleth all that he hath and 
buyeth that field'* (Matt. 18: 14). By which, of course, he obtains 
the right to find again, and to keep the (to others) unknown treasure* 
The prodigal son and the lost sheep appeal to the sympathies of 
every age. The rebuke of the fearful^ by the tale of the unjust hear- 
er of prayer, and the stirring exhortation of the talents given and 
the reward of faithfulness vouchsafed, are safe lessons for those 
who long for the revival of unpopular truth. The searching warning 
conveyed by the undean^irit*s return and the unclothed gMest 2it the 
wedding, add impulse to the prayer, " Search me, God, and try 
me," The contrast of the wneat and the tares, and the solemn 
separation of the living (though sleeping) virgins from their grace- 
less companions, declare the purity of the government, as well as 
the substantial reality of the kingdom of grace ; while the cordial 
welcome to the marriage feast, and the rich neglected beggar lying 
at the gate ,of the miserably poor prince of luxury, speak cheering- 
ly of His love, who seeketh the lost, saveth the sinners and raisetb 
the poor from the dust to share the bounties of his heart, and wear 
the dignity of his righteousness. 
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The purport of leaven (Matt. 13 : 83,) has been differently re- 
garded ; some affirming that this substance has never Deen used to 
typify a good thing, but only evil, I would suggest, however, that 
it is the nature of the substance which' is referred to on the several 
Occasions when employed ; whether it be to denote the conduct of 
the Pharisees as wholly moved by regard for the opinions of men, 
while hypocritically professing to be the servants of God ; or the 
goodly authority of heartfelt truths ; or of the wide-spreading, long- 
enduring, and finally triumphant influence of the church as the 
salt of the earth. For neither salt nor leaven can remain indolent in 
the mass in connection with which they are placed. Our Lord 
warns asj^inst the lying show of goodness, "Beware of the leaven 
of the Pharisees," while he declares the kingdom of heaven itself 
is like that potent leaven with which the prudent housewife pre- 
pares her wholesome bread. 

The figurative teaching of the Saviour is pre-eminently distin- 
guished for dignity of sentiment and simplicity of expression, as 
well as for the clearness and force of the truth conveyed. 

How greatly are we indebted also to him, in that while portray- 
ing in vivid, attractive and familiar imagery his own law and its 
fruits, he has not forgotten to hand down to us a *' speaking like- 
ness'* of himself; in musing upon which we are helped to rejoice 
in his word, "Blessed are they who have no< seen and yet have be- 
lieved." 

It would indeed be impossible to tell how much of our appre- 
hension of the perspn, character and value of our Saviour has been 
derived by us through the symbolical appellations conferred iy)on 
him. Almost everj'^ virtue and excellence and relation he possesses, 
is shadowed forth in figures of homely point and power. 

The sacred poet, with the Bible in his memory, has ever of neces- 
sity been led along the way of truth ; and often inadvertently, have 
tropes, metaphors and figures woven into the public teachings of 
every age: and not only among heathen poets and fabulists, and 
by the so-called "Fathers," the monkish legendists, the minstrels, 
and priests of the " Man of Sin," the lamas of Buddha and the 
Brahmins of Mohammedanism, was this method constantly and 
successfully employed to win the people and seal as devotees, but 
many have been the- attempts to teach a purer faith and godly prac- 
tice by the same. 

It would perhaps be more pleasant than practical to dwell upon 
the writings of the old English allegorists. The names of Fran- 
cis Quarles and George Herbert, Erskine and others, float inviting, 
ly to the surface, but above all others we retain from earliest youth 
the allegories of Erskine and Bunyan, but especially the latter, 
where in his " den " over the Ouse at Bedford, he dreamed and 
wrote and made laces. 

In our days there are few Bunyans. It was a hard school (and 
one we pray God never to permit his enemies again toefetablish in 
either Britain or America,) in which the "Dreamer's" pen was 
trained to write. Yet for all that we would fain see a somewhat 
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nnfreqnent road more trodden, and a somewhat neglected field 
more caltivated. But the reasons for which, and with some hints 
concerning the application of the old lessons to modern use, we re- 
serve for a second article. C. S. D. 

OtoiriSBO, G. W., March 22, 1866. 



BDITOBIiL CeiRESPVHDBRCE— LETTER I. 

Thbrb is a striking contrast between the topography of the cen- 
tral and western portions of England. The former, as I have 
already noticed, is level and agricultural ; the latter is more diver- 
sified in surface and manufacturing. Villages abound in the 
northern part of Lancashire, and the scenery is everywhere mark- 
ed by the tall chimneys that rise in town and country, and black- 
ened by the smoke that ever rises from them. In one instance, as 
we w.ere passing some coal pits not far from Preston, I saw a body 
of workmen, as I supposed, engaged in hauling up coal and load- 
ing it into cars. They may have been distinguishable on close in- 
spection as women, but certainly not by glances cast while hur- 
rying by in a rail road car. It was only when they were pointed 
out to me, that I ever imagined them to be women. Until then I 
thought them to be stalwart, dirty, rather scantily dressed men. 
'A few years ago women were employed in the mines, at the very 
hardest of the work. Their case was taken up by Parliament, and 
some very important and necessary changes were made ; but it 
seems that women are still at work about the mines. 

The northern portion of England is mountainous, and the 
mountain ranges are mostly barren, some fertile and beautiful 

Elains, however, lying among them. On nearing the city of Car- 
sle, you are evidently approaching an old, and highly improved 
country, and beyond that place, there is some very attractive scen- 
ery. On the right are high hills; in front, toward Scotland and 
in it, a low valley, with a background of mountains ; on the 
left, the Solway Frith, with its long reaches of quicksand ; in the 
far west, the Mull of Galloway. Carlisle itself I did not see, except 
so much of it as is visible from the train. This includes, however, 
the most marked features of the place — ^its wall, the cathedral, 
the citadel, and the northern gate. These are all noted in histo- 
ry ; for as the most northern town in England, the name of Carlisle 
appears very often in the accounts of the former border wars be- 
tween Scotland and England. A few miles beyond Carlisle is 
Gretna-Green, the first localitjr in Scotland beyond the border, and 
celebrated as the spot to which the supposed victims of parental 
cruelty resorted to find relief, in an irregular, but valid marriage, 
dome legal enactments have deprived the ** blacksmith'* of his 
occupation, and Gretna of its glory. Still, the law of Scotland 
is rather peculiar. There is no necessity whatever for calling in . 
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the aid of minister or magi«trate for the purpoee of eonrtitutmg a 
valid marriage. It is enough if the parties engage to be man and 
wife, or acknowledge each other aa man and wile, in the presenee 
of a third person. Yet in order to secure proof pf the fact of miu^ 
riaTe, it is well to go through certain acts by w^ich it is i^egistered, 
and so becomes capable of proof if ever questioned. This has 
been the law of Scotland on this subject from time immemorial. 

From Carlisle, I passed through the centre of Scotland, portions 
of the route celebrated in the persecuting days of the 17th century, 
to Edinburgh. There had been a six wo^s drought, a<jcompanied 
by an unusual degree of heat in the British Inlands, and on the Con- 
tinent. This came to an end about an hour before the train entered 
the station, when a thick fog arose obscuring the houses and indu«- 
cing sudden chilliness, soon followed by rain and autuma weather 
generally. 

About five miles south of Edinburgh, or Edlnboro, or, of old, 
JDunedin, is the small village of Loanhead in wfhioh Mr. Wm. 
Anderson has ministered as pastor of the Reformed Presbyterian 
congregation there, more than forty years. On Sabbath~I had 
arrived Saturday evening late — I walked out to JJoanhead, bat, 
unhappily, missed mv way, passing too far to the west, and cross- 
ing the "Broad Hills,*' where James Renwick preached bis last 
field sermon, just before his apprehension. I reached the church 
about 12, M., and found Bev. James Houston, from Ireland, in the 
pulpit — Mr. A., as I have already mentioned, having for two months 
been prevented from occupying his pulpit by sickness. He was 
present, however. I remained with Mr. A. that night, and was 
with him the next also, enjoying much bis society, and that of his 
family. 

The city of Edinburgh is remarkably situated, theold city occu- 
pying the crest and part of the sides of a hill about three quartere 
of a mile in length, which rises gradually toward the west, out of 
the plain in the east, and narrowing aa it ascends, and terminating 
at the west, which is about four hundred and fifty feet high, and 
where the sides and extremity are nearly perpendicular.. Tnere is, 
south of this, another hill, not so high, called the South Hill, sep- 
arated from it by the valley through which runs the Cowgate (a 
street), over which are thrown some bridges. The South Hill 
slopes down to a plain of considerable extent, a large part of which 
is^covered by the Salisbury Crags, and Arthur's Seat : both ver7 
noticeable hills. The Crags are some six hundred feet high, rising 
abruptly from the plain, and ascending by a regular slope, and 
rounding, crowned by a similar rounding crown of basaltic rocks, 
some two hundred feet in height. Southwest of this is Arthur's 
Seat, about nine hundred feet high, sloping toward the south v&ty 
gradually. From its summit the view is unsurpassed, extending 
over nearly all historical Scotland ; to the north, it extends to Stip-i 
ling and beyond it to the Grampians ; to the eaat, to the " King^ 
dom of Fife," and to the ocean, over the Frith of Forti, with ita 
singular ^^Bass Bx)ck," where Eraser and Blackadder and other 
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faithful ministers were imprisoned by the tyrant Charles and his 
minions in Scotland's days of trial ; south, the field of Preston 
Pans, where Ool. Gardiner fell beside his own garden wall, fight- 
ing against the Pretender — Craigmillar Castle, where Queen Mary 
had her residence for a time — Pontland Hills and its battle field 
of RuUion Green, where in 1666 the Covenanter troops were badly 
defeated by the army of Dalziel of Binns — and beyond them, the 
Lead Hills, Tinto, or the Hill of Fire ; and in the west, the hills 
about Glasgow. Between the Crags and the Seat is a ravine, and 
at its northern extremity, St. Anthony's Well — ^very celebrated 
among the localities formerly held sacred in Scotland. 

There is also a North Hill, separated from the old town by a 
valley, through which the rail roads run-. On this hill is built th^ 
New town, which extends until it meets Leith, the seaport of Ed- 
inburgh. This part of the city is modern and agreeable in plan 
and in structure. It terminates on the east in Calton Hill, which 
is now the Cemetery, and from which there is one of the finest 
views of the city, and also toward the east. 

The Canongate and High Street occupy the crest of the hill. 
The first begins at Holyrood Palace, a plain quadrangle, which 
was burned in Cromwell's time — all ef it with the exception 
of one turret — the N. W. It has been rebuilt, and contains a gal- 
lery of the portraits of the Scottish Kings from a pretty early date, 
and the rooms occupied by Marvand Darnley — these last remaining 
in the precise condition in which they left them. There are the 
ante-rooms, iu which Knox was tried for his life at one time, the 
bedchamber in which Knox had his celebrated interviews with the 
Queen, and the small tea room in which Rizzio was stabbed by 
Lord Ruthven, under Darnley's directions, in 1566. The miserable 
Italian was then dragged though the ante-room, aiid lay at the 
head of the stairs in his blood. Mary had a partition — still exist- 
ing — placed across that end of the room to conceal the blood which 
was not removed, but dried up, penetrating the plank, which 
shows its stains to this day. Beside this palace are the ruins of 
the Abbey, where are seen the tombs of many of the Scottish Kings. 

Proceeding westward, you enter the Canongate, a narrow street 
connected with the Cowgate by still narrower alleys, or closes. 
About half wiy to the Castle, the street guddenly widens by a re- 
cess in the north side. The corner house — visible from far up High 
street, which name it now takes, is Knox's house. This is ma^- 
ed upon it, and the window jutting out into the street is pointed 
out as the pla<5e from which the Reformer was in the habit of preach- 
ing. Going onward, you reach the old Cathedral-^now divided 
into two or three places of preaching, and in its immediate vicini- 
ty, on the left hand, the old Parliament House, the hall where 
Parliament sat remaining essentially as it was while Scotland was 
au independent kingdom. Here are now the Courts of Law, and 
the Advocate's Library. This we visited in company with Mr. 
Thompson, an advocate, the son of Rev. Dr. Thompson of the U. 
P, Church, and a &8t friend, throughout our war, of the United 
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States. This library contaiDS some hundreds of thousands of 
volntnes, and quite a number of manuscripts of different kinds and 
dates, some ot them singularly beautiful. We saw there the whole • 
Bible written on vellum, and not larger than some hand Bibles 
now ; so well written, or printed rather, that at a short distance it 
might be mistaken for type. Some manuscripts were "illlimina- 
ted'* or ornamented with pictures and devices of the most ingen- 
ious character, and executed with superlative skill — the colors at 
least as bright and clear as would be now employed in the most 
tasteful work of the kind. It is to be regretted that a large part 
of this Library is under ground, an<^ so disposed as to make no 
impression in proportion to its magnitude. 

Opposite the old Cathedral are the tall houses of the old city. 
On the High street side they are six or seven stories in height ; on 
the side next the North Loch — it is still so called, although it is 
long since any loch was there — some of them are eleven or twelve. 
They do not seem to be so tall, inasmuch as a new street with pret^ 
ty high houses has been opened at the foot of the hill, partially 
covering them. They are very old and frail looking. Each house 
has its history. 

You next come to the •passage-way down the south side of the 
Hill to the Grass Market, an oblong of some two or three hundred 
yards long, and half as wide, with the West Bow Post at the west- 
ern end, where so many Covenanters, among them James Renwick, 
perished on the scaffold. The spot where they were executed is 
where the passage from High street enters this open space. 

The Castle is a very strong fort. Its sides are almost inaccessi- 
ble except that toward the city, and this is well defended. It is 
impregnable by assault. In the interior it contains quite a lar^e 
space. The first cannon used in Scotland is on the wall. It is 
wrought iron and was split at a siege. There are shown here the 
Scottish regalia — crowns, scepter, &c. This Castle appears very 
frequently in Scottish history. 

The Cowgate was once a place of fashionable residence. Cardinal 
Beaton's house is still in good repair, and entering some of the 
closes, you come upon houses with large stair cases, expensively con- 
structed, leading to rooms with carved mantels, and other works of 
style and taste, but now occupied by the poor, and often by the 
filthy poor. In this strett is still shown the church in which the 
first General Assembly of the Church of Scotland met in 1560, and 
where the corpse of the Earl of Argyle was laid. I should have 
said th^t over the winding passage from the Castle drawbridge to the 
interior is the small room in which the Earl of Argyle spent the few 
hours just before he was beheaded. The view from the parapet is 
exceedingly fine. 

There is an Antiquarian Museum on the north side of the North 
Loch — in which there are some objects of great interest. The orig- 
inal copies of the Scottish Covenant — and the "Maiden,*' an in- 
strument resembling in its operation the guillotine, by which the 
Earls of Morton and Argyle were beheaded — ^Knox's pulpit, &c, 
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I have never seen any other place so marked in its topography 
as Edinburgh, and there are few cities whose history is as full of 
interest. I saw it but imperfectly during this visit. The weather 
was extremely unpleasant, and I have now drawn largely upon 
what I saw in 1848. The ministers had but partially returned, 
I called upon Thomas Nelson, Esq., of the firm of Thomas Nel- 
son & Sons, who carry on book publishing on a largo scale, some- 
times getting out 3,000 to 4,000 volumes per day. The old gentle- 
man is dead, and the business is conducted by his sons under the 
old firm name. Neither of them is, in religious profession, what 
the father was — a thorough, old school Covenanter ; one is a mem- 
ber of JDr. Gould's congregation — the one I have mentioned is con- 
nected with the Free Church. They are public spirited men, en- 
terprising, generous, and occupying a high place in the business 
community ; and were fast friends of the North during our war. 
I received three pounds from Mr. T. Nelson, the only money put 
into my hands for the Mission. 

I learned comparatively little of the religious affairs of Edin- 
burgh. The only minister I met was Dr. Thompson, mentioned 
before; a fine specimen of a Scotchman physically, and a very use- 
ful pastor. 

Stirling is topographically very much like Edinburgh — a ridge 
about half a mile long rising from the low ground, until it reaches 
about 200 feet in height, at the western end, which is crowned by 
• the Castle. From this point there is a scene almost equal to that 
from Arthur's Seat: the Ochill Hills on the east — ^the vale of Mon- 
teith on the west — the Grampians on the north, and Bannockbum 
on the south, the view in this direction extending to the high lands 
in the centre of the Lowlands. The old Cathedral, now divided 
into two places of worship, lies near the Castle. On the way to it wo 
passed through the cemetery, where there is a monument lately 
erected in memory of the Covenanters, and statues of Knox, Mel- 
ville, Henderson, James Renwick and James Guthrie ; the last of 
these was pastor in Stirling. Ebenezer Erskine was also pastor 
here. The old pulpit is shown, that dates back to Knox's days. 

I could do nothing now in Scotland on behalf of the Mission, 
and in the course of a few days ^t sail in the steamer Java from 
Liverpool homeward. The passage was, nearly throughout, very 
, stormy, and I was much affected by sea-sickness, or rather by a 
nervous disturbance, which was aggravated by sea-sickness, and from 
the effects of which I have not yet entirely recovered. 

I shall now bring these notices to a close. Not that the materials 
I have gathered are all used ; but an outline, which alone I have 
attempted, has been presented, and too minute detail would be 
tedious. There should be more frequent intercourse, I am satis- 
fied, between us and the sister churches abroad. In various ways, 
this would do good ; and it is to be hoped that it will not be as 
much overlooked in the future as it has been. While my health 
was not benefited ; in other respects, I was repaid for labor and 
expenditure. J. M, W. 
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CITIES 01 PnENICU ANB CIRAiN. 

BT RIY. DB. PORTBR. 

Of Tyre, once the maritime capital Qf Syria and the most 
flouriahiug port on the Mediterranean, Mr. Porter says: 

"Tyre is now represented by a poor village. The ancient ^mis* 
tress of the seas' can only boast of a few fisblnr boats. The 
modern houses of a better class have had their walls so shattered 
by earthquakes, that the inhabitants have deserted them ; and the 
modern ramparts are so ruinous, that I went in and out over them» 
in several places. The most imposing ruin is that of the cathe- 
dral, built in the fourth century, for which Eusebius, the eccle- 
siastical historian, wrote a consecration sermon, and in which 
William, the historian of the Crusades, presided as archbishop. 

^^ But one thing especially struck me in wandering over the 
site of Tyre. Along the sbpres of the peninsula lie huge sea* 
beaten fragments of the old wall, and piles of granite and marble 
columns. They are bare as the top of a rock ; and here and there 
I saw the fishermen spreading out their nets upon them, to dry ia 
the bright sunshine. When I saw them, I sat down on one of the 
highest fragments, and read with mingled feelings of wonder and 
awe, the words of Ezekiel : * I will inake thee like the top of a 
rock ; thou shalt be a place to spread nets upon.' 

*' The aspect of Tyre is bleak and bare, but that of Sidon is rich 
and blooming. The gardens and orchards of Sidon are charming* 
Oranges, lemons, citrons, bananas and palms grow luxuriantly, 
and give the environs of the old city a look of eternal spring. * 
It is instructive to compare Tyre and Sidon. The former far out^ 
stripped the latter in grandeur, wealth and power ; but its history 
has been briefer and more momentous. Once and again the tide 
of war swept over Tyre, first leaving the oU oity desolate, and 
tben the new in ruins. Sidon has been more fortunate. * * How 
are we to account for this marked difference in the history of two 
cities, founded by the same race, standing upon tiie same shore, 
almost within sight of each other, inhabited by the same people, 
and exposed to the same dangers 7 Human foresight, had it been 
asked, would have pronouncedi Tyre the more secure, because 
its position rendered xt almost impregnable. The spirit of prbph-r 
ecy judged it otherwise. And in answering the question, the 
thoughtful reader of the Bible, and the thoughtful student of 
history will not overlook the fact, that while Sidon's name is 
lightly passed over by the Hebrew prophets, the curses pro- 
nounced upon TjH'e are among the most sweeping and terrible io 
the whole scope of prophecy." 

BKEOlf. 

Akir occupies the site of ancient Ekron, and of this place our 
author speaks as follows: 

<<Akir soon came in sight; and a quarter of an hour's gallop 
along a beaten path, through fields of com, brought us to the 
village. We dismounted and sat down beside the only antiquity 
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of the place, a large deep well — such a well, probably, as the 
servants of Abraham dug^t Qerar and Beersheba in olden tiilnes. 
A. crowd of villagers collected to gaze at the strangers. The men 
"were chiefly conspicuous for the large'daggers in their girdles, and 
their enormous turbans, which seeioaed out of. all proportion with 
the rest of their scanty wardrobe. The women were in rags, and 
KQOst of the children stark naked. Akir is a wretched village, 
containing some forty or fiftv mud hovels; its narrow lanes en- 
cumbered with heaps of rubbish and filth. It stands on a bare 
slope, and the ground immediately around it has a dreary and 
desolate look, heightened by a few stunted trees here and there 
round the houses. Yet this is all that marks the site and bears 
the name of the royal city of Ekron. There is not a solitary 
yestige of royalty there now. With feelings which it would be 
difficult to describe, we took out our Bibles, and read the doom 
pronounced upon it by the Hebrew prophet while it yet stood in 
all the pride of its strength and beauty : ' Ekron shall be rooted 
up.' (Zeph. 2 : 4)." 

Visiting the land of the Philistines, he was naturally led to seek 
out the localities referred to of old as its chief cities, in the mem- 
orable words : "Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets 
Askelon." Here is what he says of the last : 

ASCALON.- 

"Before us, on the shore [the Mediterranean] was a green oasis, 
in the midst of the white waste of sand, orchards of apples and 
apricots, palm trees rising gracefully over them, and the soft and 
varied foliage of vines and pomegranates forming a dense under- 
wood. Behind this desejj-paradise, and protecting it from the all- 
devouring drift, rose what appeared to be a line of jagged cliffs. 
We rode straight to the oasis, and entering, discovered in the 
midst of it the little village of Jureh. Looking up, we now saw 
that the cliffs resolved themselves into the ruined ramparts of 
Ascalon. We rode on. Our horses saw the rugged heights, and 
seemed to know their task. Onward and upwaM they proceed, 
now gathering their feet close together on a block of masonry, 
DOW springing lightly as gazelles across a chasm, now scrambling 
painfully up a shattered wall ; and at length with a leap and a 
snort of triumph, gained the very summit of the battlements. 

" What a scene of desolation here burst at once upon our view ! 
With all my previous experience of Syrian ruins — and I had seen 
Bozrah and Kenath, Qadara and Samaria, Baalbeck and Palmyra 
— I was not prepared for this. Such utter terrible desolation I 
had never met before. The site o§ Ascalon is in form like an old 
Eoman theatre — the sea in front, and the ground once occupied 
by the city rising gradually an(^ uniformly to the wall, which runs 
in a semi-circle from shore to shore* The whole site was before 
us. Not a house, or a fragment of a house, remains standing. 
If ot a foundation of a temple or palace can be traced entire. One 
half of it is occupied by miniature fields, and vineyards, and fig 
ordiards; rubbiish naounds here and there among them, and great 
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heaps of hewn stones, and broken shafts, and sculptured slabs of 
ffranite and marble. The rude fences exhibit similar painful evi- 
'dences of wealth and magnificence. The other half of the site was 
still more fearfully desolate. It n so thickly covered with drift 
sand, that not a heap of rubbish, not a vestige of ruin, remains 
visible, save here and there where the top of a column rises like a 
tombstone above the smooth surface. The sand is fast advancing; 
it has already covered some of the highest fragments of the south- 
ern and western wall, and ere a quarter of a century has passed, 
the site of Ascalon will be blotted out forever, 

" Dismounting, I took out my Bible, and read th^ doom pro- 
nounced upon Ascalon by the prophets Zechariah (9 : 6) and 
Zephaniah (2:4), 'Ashkelon shall not be inhabited ; ' *Ashkelon 
shall be a desolation.* Ascalon is a desolation ; it shall not be, can 
NOT be, inhabited. As wo stood there and looked, we sai I to each 
other, ' The eye of the Omniscient God alone could have foreseen 
such a doom as this.* " 

SODOM AND GOMORRAH. 

Speakinff of the Dead Sea region, he thus adverts to these 
singularly doomed cities: 

**" The Dead Sea is thus a physical, and strange to say, it is also 
a historical wonder. It would appear in ancient times it was 
much smaller than it is at present, leaving room for a laro^e and 
fertile plain on which the cities of Sodom, Gomorrah and Zeboim 
once stood. These cities were burned by fire from heaven, and 
the whole plain, or, as it was called, *the vale of Siddim,' was 
covered with water. Recent explorations of the sea, and of the 
surrounding reejion, tend, I believe, to throw some light on one of 
the most remarkable events of physical geography and of Biblical 
history. The northern section of the lake, from the mouth of the 
Jordan to the promontory of Lisan, is immensely deep, varying 
from forty to two hundred and eighteen fathoms. But the whole 
southern section is shallow — only a few feet of water covering an 
extensive flat, in which bitumen pits and bituminous limestone 
abound. The latter appears to have been the plain of Sodom, for 
we learn from Genesis 19 : 27, 28, that the plain was visible from 
a hill top near Hebron, which would not be true of any part of the 
Jordan valley north of En-gedi. The Bible further informs us, 
that ' the vale of Siddim was full of slime pits ' — that is, pits or 
wells of bitumen. Now, we know that bitumen burns like oil, 
and bituminous limestone is also inflammable. May not the 
houses of Sodom and other citiq| have been built of the latter, and 
like the Tower of Babel, cemented v>ith the former? And if so, 
when once ignited by fire from heaven, they would burn rapidly 
and fiercely — nay, the whole plain tilled with bitumen pits, .and 
strewn with inflammable stones, would burn like a coal field. 
How strikingly does this seem to illustrate the words x)f Scripture, 
* And Abraham got up early in the morning to the place where 
he stood before the Lord ; and he looked toward Sodom and Go- 



Digitized by 



Google 



Oities of Phenieia and Canaan. 175 

morrah, and toward all the land of tKe plain, and behold, lo, the 
smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a furnace.' " 

CHORAZIN, BETHSAIDA AND VjAPBENAUM. 

Not lefls impressive is what he says of these cities of Galilee, so 
favored by our Saviour's ministry and denounced by him with 
such singular severitj^ : 

" Before the morning sun o'ertopped the hills of Bashan, I was 
in the saddle. A ride of three miles westward along the shore 
brought me to the ruins of a large town. It was encompassed by 
such a dense jungle of thorns, thistles and rank weeds, that I had 
to employ some shepherds to open a passage foiyme. Clambering 
to the top of a shattered wall, I was able to overlook the whole 
site. What a scene of desolation was that ! Not a house, not a wall, 
not a solitary pillar remains standing. Broken columns, hewn 
stones, sculptured slabs of marble, and great shapeless heaps of 
rubbish half concealed by thorns and briers, alone serve to mark 
the site of a great and rich city. The Arabian does not pitch his 
tent there, the shepherd does not feed his flock there. Not a 
sound fell upon my ear as I stood amid those ruins, save the 
gentle murmur of each wave as it broke upon the pebbly beach, 
and the mournful sighing of the summed breeze through the sun- 
scorched branches ; yet that is the place whore Chorazin once 
stood. Chorazin heard but rejected the words of mercy from the 
lips of its Lord, and he pronounced its doom, * Woe unto thee, 
Chorazin ! ' 

"After riding some miles farther along the lake, I reached a 
little retired bay, with a pebbly strand— just such a place as fish- 
ermen would like to draw up their boats and spread their nets 
upon. Here were numerous fountains, several old tanks and 
aqueducts, great heaps of rubbish and fields of ruin, 'fwo Arab 



tents were pitched a little way up on the hillside, but I saw no 

"fe. Ar ' 
that is the site of Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Pet*, James 



other trace there of human habitation or human life. And yet 



and John (John 1 : 44 ; Matt. 4:8; Luke 6 : 10). Upon this 
strand Jesus called his first disciples. Like Chorazin, it has been 
left desolate. 'Woe unto, thee Bethsaida!' 

"A few minutes more, and I reached the brow of a bluff pro- 
montory which dips into the bosom of the lake. Before me now 
opened up the fertile plain of Genessereth. At my feet, beneath 
the western brow of a cliff, a little fountain burst from a rocky 
basin ; a tig tree spreads its branches over it, and gives it a name 
— Ainettin^ the fountain of a fig. Beside it are some massive 
foundations, scarcely distinguishable amid the rank weeds, and 
away beyond it, almost covered with thickets of thorns, briers and 
gigantic thistles, I saw large heaps of ruins and rubbish. These 
are all that now mark the site of Capernaum. Christ's words are 
fulfilled to the letter : * And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted 
unto heaven, shall be brought down to bell/ " 
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F0EI8H PERSECUTION BETHED. 

Intelligent Protestants have always known that the genuine 
Popish spirit has undergone no reaf change since the days of 
papal ascendancy, and consequent bloodshed. There have been 
evidences enough of this, in the spirit both of government and 
people, even up to our own days. And it is to be noted as of the 
utmost importance, that the assertions regarding the " changed " 
spirit of Papists, have never come from Some itself. Their de- 
fenders in this matter have been chiefly nominal or deceived Pro- 
testants. The papers are now circulating some facts which have 
just occurred in Italy, resembling those of the " great days " of 
popish butchery oi Protestants. The main facts are as follows: 

*' Several months ago, one Gaetano G^ianniDi, of Florence, took up his abode 
at Barlctta, with the iotention of making proselytes to his religions doctrines 
and belief. To that end he held secret conferenoes in a private house, and 
had succeeded in surroandiBg himself mih ahout Ibrty followers. This fact be- 
came known among the people of the plaoe^ the whi((h, endowed with a fervid 
imagination, and naturally not yet educated to civilized toleration, to mutual 
respect of consciences, to liberty of religious convictions, conceived great ai^er 
and open indignation. But perhaps these feelings would never have exhibited 
themselves in disorderly and jebellious acts, if the Lenten preachers, Pontig- 
Kone and Trentadue — I forget the name of a third — had not from the pulpit 
repeatedly Ftirred np the utmost fury, and incited the citizens to revenge 
Christ and the Catholio religion upon the unforfunate evaneelical minister and 
his followers. From day to day, therefore, the anger of tiie people, which is 
superstitious because it is ignorant, and most intolerant because not yet ripe 
for real liberty, became fiercer and stronger." 

The following particulars of the outrage are furnished in another 
letter : 

'< Three ^houses burned and six persons killed. I visited the ruins this 
morning, and the families of some of the victims. I will not dwell on the 
painful imprefi|ion produced by the blackened walls and broken furniture, the 
traces of \dpod still visible on walls and pavement, and the grief of weeping 
orphans ; I will limit myself to facts. It appears that the Lent preachers, 
instead of inciting the faithful to repentance, regularly preached hatred to 
the Protestants, representing their destruction as a necessary work, good and 
agreeable in the sight of ak God of love. No wonder if snch bad seed produced 
abominable fruit. But it appears that politics and reaction were combined 
with religious motives. I am assured that 115 houses were doomed to sack 
and fire, and that a list of them is in the hands of justice. Be that as it may, 
on Monday, the 19th inst., a horde of fanatics entered the house in which the 
evangelical meetings are held, and killed in cold blood two brothers who fell 
into their hands, smashed everything in the house, and then set fire to it. 
The proprietor and the preacher escaped over the roof, and I am happy to 
say that the latter found shelter in the bouse of Canon Gabriel Bizzi. The 
oonduct of the National Guard cannot be too severely blamed. The meeting 
honso is not more than thirty metres from their post, and the butchery took 
place literally before their eyes, without their stirring a finger to prevent it. 
For two hours the mob of fanatics did what they pleased, and during that 
time it burned three houses and killed five persons. A sixth died yesterday 
of his wounds. The number of wounded is great, but the list is not yet com- 
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plete. Besides the priest Ruggieri PostiglioDe, two other priests, a monk, and 
more than two hundred persons are already incarcerated; and fresh arrests are 
being constantly made. 

These furious votaries of Eome appear to have forgotten that 
the times bad changed. The Government neither will nor dare 
allow such a massacre to pass unavenged. 



ADDIE8S TO THE TSTIRR CITIZENS OF TIB UNITED STATES, 

AKD TO AH THOUGHTFUL PERSONS WHO LOYl THBIB OOUNTRT. 

Thb following memorial to Congress has been carefully prepar- 
ed, and is commended to your serious consideration. Read it, and 
rea4uWhat follows it. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Repr^entatives in Congress 
• assembled : . 

We, citizens of the United States, respectfully ask your honorable bodies to 
adopt measures for amending the Constitution of the United States, so as to 
read in substance as follows : ' 

We, the people of the United States, [humbly acknowledging Almighty 
Gk>d as the source of all ieiuthority and power in civil goverument, the Lord 
flesus Christ as tiie Ruler an^ong the nations, and His revealed will as of su- 
preme authority^ in.(»rder to oonstitnte a Christaan government, and} in oidev . 
to foro a more perfect union ^ establish justice, insure domestic treroquility, 
povide for the common defense, promote the general welfiire, [and secure the 
inalienable rights and blessings of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
to ourselves, our posterity, and all the inhabitants of the land,]^ — ^Do ordain 
and establish this Constitution for the United States of America. 

And we further ask that such changes be introduced into the body of the 
Constitution, as may be necessary, to give effect to these ameudments in the 
preamble. 

The clauses and words within the brackets are the amendments, 
to the Constitution which are asked for. 

In making up your judgment upon these proposed amendments, 
CONSIDER, that the Constitution of the United Stated, is our charter 
as a nation. It contains all the forms under which our national 
life |hall appear, all the powers which our national government 
may ever exercise. If this Constitution be sound, we may expect 
our national life to be healthful and vigorous. If anything goes 
wrong with the nation, it may fairly be asked whether something 
be not wrong in the Constitution. 

Consider, that the Constitution is as the people make it. Its 
wisdom is their .wisdom. Its goodness is their goodness. It is 
their creature and mouthpiece and image. Whatever describes it 
describes t|;ie people that made it, and that live under it content- 
edly. They are responsible for all its contents and all its character. ' 

CoNSiDBH, that Civil Society and Government is not man's in- 
vention, any more than the family is. Both are natural, both are 
12 
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necessary, and both are the appointments of Him who made man. 
The state is God's ordinance.* The people may choose what sort 
of a state they will have. And it is in this sense and to this extent 
true that, as oar Declaration of Independence has it, " Govern- 
ments derive their jast powers from the consent of the governed." 
But some sort of a state, some sort of a general agency to make^ 
to apply, and to enforce lawp of order, right, and peace, men must 
have. A nation is a kind of public person, which God has crea- 
ted as really as he has created private persons; and government 
has God appointed to be thf,t public agency for the honor and wel- 
fare of the nation. So the Bible teaches ua. *' There is no power 
(government) but of God. The powers that be are ordained of 
God." It is the will of God, no less than the interest of man, that 
government be honored and obeyed. " Whoso resisteth the power 
resisteth the ordinance of God, and they that resist shall receive 
to themselves damnation" — that is, condemnation and punishment. 
God will see to it that bad citizenship, that treason and rebeilion 
shall be requited as they.deserve. 

But if Civil Government be God's ordinance and creature should 
not Government acknowledge God? If God upholds Govern- 
ment, should not Government confess its dependence upon God? 
Both these things are plainly just and right Both should be done 
by every state and nation. The government th^t neglects or re- 
fuses to do these things does God a gr^at wrong and dishonor, 
and shows itself to be both ungrateful, rebellious and proud. 

Now the place where our nation shpuld make these acknowl- 
edgments, and the only place where we can adequately do it, is in 
the Preamble and the bod v of the Constitution. And this is what 
the foregoing memorial asks should be done. And since the Con- 
stitution is as the people make it, since the people are represented 
in the Constitution and are responsible for it, if the people refuse 
these amendments they incur great public gxxWt 

CoNSiDBB, that at the beginning of our national history. God was 
formallv acknowledged. The charters of all the colonies acknowl- 
edged him. The Articles of the old Confederation acknowledged 
him. All the earliest Constitutions of the States acknowledged 
him. But whea the present Constitution of the United States 
came to be formed the acknowledgment was omitted. The wretch- 
ed infidelity of France was then abroad on all the air of the world; 
everything was more or less infected with it ; and our statesmen 
mistook its teachings for the voice of true philosophy and real 
progress. In their reaction against state churches, state creeds, 
and priestcraft, they went to the dangerous extreme of ignoring 
God. 

The amendment which is now proposed is no new thing. If it 

* This .is the reason that patriotism and ali good citizenship is a part of religion. 
It is a duty to God as well as to ourselves, oar neighbors and our children. And this 
IS the reason why -war may be lawfully undertaken on behalf of one's country. Snch 
a war is as righteous as it is necessary. Bee Nehemioh 4, U i ^ Remember the Lerd 
which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren^ your sons, and your daugh- 
ters, your wiyes, and your houses/' 
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8lioQld1)e made, it will only be the adopting again of ^hat was 
one of oar earliest and most becoming national characteristics. 

CoNSiDBR, that Gk)d is not once named in our National Constitu- 
tion. There is nothing in it which requires an " oath of God," as 
the Bible styles it (which, after all, is the great bond both of loy- 
alty in the citizen and of fidelity in the magistrate) ; nothing 
which requires the observance of the day of rest and of worship, 
or which respects its sanctity. If we do not have the mails carried 
and the post offices open on the Sabbath, it is because we happen 
to have a Postmaster-General who respects the day. If our Su- 
preme Courts are not held, and if Congress does not sit on that day, 
it is custom and not law that make^ it so. Nothing in the Con- 
stitution gives Sunday quiet to the Custom House, the Navy Yard, 
the Barracks, or anj of the Departments of Government. The 
only allusion which it makes to the Sabbath is a single provision 
leaving it out of the count of the ten days which the President 
may have for the consideration of a Bill; but that is not because 
the day' is sacred, but because the President may happen to be a 
Christian and may wish to keep the Sabbath. ' So also the prayers 
in our Houses of Congress and the appointment of days for na- 
tional humiliation or thanksgiving are merely religious customs, 
warranted by the religious sentiments of the people, but not by 
the letter of the Constitution. How soon and how sadly might 
all this be changed were an infidel administration to ride into 
power! 

But besides the Constitution, we have treaties with foreign na- 
tions in which our religious position is defined, and which are to 
be held as of the same dignity and binding force as the Constitu- 
tion it<^el£ In one of these, which was made bv our Government 
with Tripoli as eariy as 1797, it is solemnly declared that "the 
Government of the tfnited States is not in ant sense founded on 
the Christian religion." If we were not the most thoroughly 
Christian people in the world, and if ours were not a strictly popu- 
lar government, we should long since have been demoralized and 
ruined by such principles as these. 

Consider that the Amendments proposed are true, right and 
proper in themselves considered. 

Almighty God is the source of all authority and power in civil 
government — is he not ? If not, Who is ? 

Th^ Lord Jesus Christ (aside from all questions as to his divin- 
its, his humanity, or his mission on earth) is the Ruler among the 
nations — is he not ? If not. Who is ? 

The revealed will of God is of supreme authority— is it not ? If 
not, What is of hioher authority ? 

The government of the United States, a Christian people,* 
should be a Christian government — should it not ? 

"^A Ghristhm people. Thej show it bj their geoeral demand and tespect for the 
institutions of Ghristianitjr Thej have of their own means provided a church and a 
minister of religion for everj 1000 of the population on an average. Consult the 
retnms- of the last census. 
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The blessings of sacb a government should be seenred to all the 
inhabitants of the land, blaek as well as white — should they not? 

.Think calmly, wisely, justly, and your answer to each of these 
questions can only be Ayb. 

CoNsiBBB, that they fairly express the mind of the great body 
of the American people. This is a Christian people. These 
Amendments agree with the faith, the feelings and the forms of 
every Christian church or sect. The Catholic and the Protestant, 
the Unitarian and the Trinitarian profess and approve all that is 
here proposed. Why should their wishes not become a law? 
Why should not the Constitution be made to suit and to represent 
a constituency so overwhelming in the majority ? And let two 
things more be taken into account. 1st That uo manner of in- 
justice is done to the small minority Vhose views are opposed to 
these Amendments. No religious test is to be set up. No estab- 
lishment of any church is to be attempted. No lessening of the 
privileges or the immunities of American citizenship is contem- 
plated. And 2d. This great . majority is becoming daily more 
conscious, not only of their rights but of their power. Their 
number grows and their column becomes more aolid. They have 
quietly, steadily opposed infidelity until it has at least become 
politically unpopular. They have asserted the rights of man and 
the rights of the Government until the nation's faith has become 
measurably fixed and declared on these points. And now that 
the close of the war gives us occasion to amend our Constrtution 
that it may clearly and fdlly represent the mind of the people on 
these points, they feel that it should also be so amended as to 
recognize the righta of Q-od in man and in government. Is it any- 
thing but due to their long patience that they beat length allowed 
to speak out the great fads and principles which give to aU government 
its digmty^ stability and beneficence? And is it anything but the 
merest propriety, the simplest and cheapest gratitude, to acknowl- 
edge that great God who has brought us so woudrously through 
the war? He is the author of our generalship, our statemanship, 
and all that pure and holy purpose that marked " the uprising of 
a great people." Our soldiers confessed his presence on the 
batttle-field. Our Senate bowed before his inscrutable wisdom 
and his gracioqs sovereignty. Our President and all our people 
in their Mistress called for his aid, ^d in their thanksgivings de* 
dared /'He hath not dealt so with any nation." Let the Cojasti- 
tntion say forever with equal earnestness, truth and sincerity, what 
we have all been saying during the war. 

Much more might be said, but these considerations may suffice 
to show that the amendments to our national Couistitution proposed 
in the fiire^ing memorial are right, are timely and becoming. 
An association has been formed for the purpose of bringing them 
before the people and in due time securing their adoption. Men 
of high standing, in every walk of life, of every section of the 
country, and of eveir shade of political -sentiment and religious 
belief, have concurrea in the measure; 
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Will yoxt co-operate? 

Observe, you are not committed to any precise words of amend- 
ment by subscribing to this memorial. You only ask that in sub- 
stance the Constitution be so amended. The words may be left 
to the wisdom of a committee of Congress. Will you co-operate 
in bringing about any such amendment — that is, any amendment 
which recognizes God and which intimates that our Government 
is as much Christian as our people are ? 

John Alexander, Corresponding Secretary of the National As- 
sociation, No. 1935 Arch Street, Philadelphia, will furnish you 
copies of this address and other documents bearing on this meas- 
ure. Circulate such documents among yoar neighbors and ac- 
quaintances. Attend conventions which may be held for discussing 
the subject. Join in forming auxiliary associations in your county 
or district ; iign ike memoricaof VicU assoeiaiiony or any that is near 
you, that in due tim^ it may be forwarded to Congress through 
your Representative. 

From numerous expressions of approval and sympathy, we 
select the following : 

From E^iu, Wm. Steon«, of the Suprmne Court of Pmnsylmnia, 

Philaoelphia, April 3, 18^6. 

JoHir Alsxandbe, Bsq. — Dear Sir: — I baye read the address of your Association 

■ '* to the voting citizens of the United States, and to all thoughtfal persons who love 

their coantry," and I entirely conca# with the views presented in it. The views are 

worthy of the attention of all our people, and they are presented in sueh a manner as 

to commend them to the considerate reflection of every one. 

I am very respectfiUly, W. Stboko. 

I\rom the Bt. Rev. C. P. M'Iltaims, Bishop of the JHoeeee of Ohio. 

CiMeiNNATi, March 7th, 1866. 
Rev. T. p. Stevenson ^Z>Mr Sir: — I am very ready to say, that I consider the 
Constitution as defective to a most important degree, in having no acknowledgment 
of God, of Christ, or of the Scriptures, in tome such way as the langusge proposed to 
be inserted, contains. Whether any movement to obtain the insertion of what ought 
to be there, can succeed, is a question. That it ought to succeed, and that the effort 
should be made, I am well convinced. If it fail, those who try, will thus far have 
done their duty, and as citizens, will have held up their testimony before the 
nation. Therefore, while I do not commit myself to the precise form of words con- 
tained in the appeal, understanding that it is intended only to suggest the substance 
of what should be enacted, I wish to be considered as uniting in the movement. 

Yours very truly, Chas. P. M'Ilvainb, 

Biehop Prot, Epie. Churchy Diocese of Ohio, 
FrJk Rev, J. T. Pbesblt, D. D., U, P, Theological Semnarp^ Allegheny^ Pa, 

Allsohknt, March 12th, 1866. 
Dear Sir : — The Faculty of our Institution most cordially sympathize wUh this 
movement, and shall be happy to do what we can in our apprnpriate place to secure 
its success. With great regard, your friend, John T. Pbessi.t. 

Bev. T. P. Stevenson. 

From Hon. B. Gbatz Brown, U. 8, Senator from Missouri, 

St. Louis, November 19, 1864. 
***♦ Let me sav that I will gladly help on Qod*8 work in the purifying and exalting 
this nation, and inscribing His Word as its Supreme Law, in any and all ways, and 
in any end all places. I believe, unless we become in very troth a Christian nation, all 
oUier nationality will be ephemeral and delusive. I believe, furthermore, that the 
world and especially the western world, is awakening from its age of . unbelief or spirit* 
ual langoar, and that Te are coming upon periods of active faith, when men will again 
seise upon, and Hve or die by religious conviction as in days of old. Let us then by 
all means, help forward ' that expression, which shall inscribe as the banner of our 
people, The Banner of the Lord. Yours truly, B. Gbate Bbown. 
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From the Faeultiei of the Princeton Theological Seminary and the College of New Jtru^. 
We cordially approve of the object of the foregoing memorialj and desire to do all 
that we lawfally can to promote it. ^ 

Charles Hodqb, Ltmov H. Atwatbr, Johm T. Dijffibld, 
Albx. T. M'Gill, Hbnbt G. C^mbroiTi Job. G. Mofpat, 
Wm. H. Green, I. H. M'Ilvainb, G. Wistbb Hodqb. 

We add oni cordial concurrence. 

M. W. Jacobus, D. Elliott, 

S. G. Wilson, A. A. Hodqb, 

Professors in the Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 

From Rev. Samubl Roosiyblt Johnson, D. D., Profeetor in General Theological Seminary 

(Prot.Fp.) New York. 

Burlington, New Jersey, April 2d, 1866. 
^Dear Sir: — I am desirous to see the recognition of the belief in God, of the belief 
in Christian faith, in the Uonstitntion, and whereyer it can suitably be introduced. I 
have flattered myself, with Bishop M'llvaine's view, that our great nation does substan- 
tially and largely declare itself a Qbristian nation ; and also that God does not look so 
much at pnper documents, as he does at the^very Christianity which pervades the |>eo- 
ple. Still, we have been^pointed at by many as being not committed to any religion 
whatsoever. I am one who would gladly relieve enemies of an ungracious opportunity, 
and friends of an oppressive and anxious thought. 

£ver most truly and respectfully, Samubl Roosevelt Johnson. 

From Rev. Henry Smith, D. D , Lane Theological Seminary, Cincinnati, Ohio, 

Cincinnati, 0., January 29th, 1866. 
John Alexander, Esq. — Dear Sir: — I have no hesitation in saying, that I regard 
the object had in view, by the ^^ National Association for the Ameadment of the Con- 
stitution of the United IMat<>s," exceedingly important ; and the measures proposed, to 
secure the object, are in my judgment both wise and timely, I shall be glad to co-op- 
erate in any way in my power, in securing the end proposed. 

I am very trulj%ours, Henry Smith. 

From Rev. FBancis Vinton, D. D., Rector of Trinity Church, New York. 

Trinity CnuacH, New York, 
Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul, January 25th, 1866. 
Rkv. T p. Stbvknson, Philadelphia — My Dear Sir: — It gives me satisfaction to 
know of the movement to procure an Amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, which shall acknowledge God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

If such a fundnmental recognition of HIM should be made by the people of this 
Country, it would be the token of His Presence, both now and always. It is gratify- 
ing to observe the pious acknowledgment of God on ^he public coins. Let the same 
acknowledgment find place in our Constitution, and we shall become, in principle, a 
Christian Nation. Yours faithfully, Francis Vinton, 

From Rev. H. L. Baugher, D. D., Free oj f^enneylvania College {Lutheran) Gettytburg, Pa, 

Pennsylvania Collbqe, March 8th, 1866. 
**** It is strange that the recognition of God the Father Almighty, and Jesus 
Christ as the Ru)er of the universe in this dispensation of mercy, should have been 
so long overlooked and neg1ecte<l in the fundamental article of our government. 

I rejoice in this movement, and feel that we cannot be safe as a nation, until the' 
name of our God and Satiour is put into our Constitution, and recognized always and 
every where as the source of our power Right gladly will I co-operate in this work, 
and hope and pray that it may meet with complete and abundant success. 

Yours respectfully, H. L. Baughbb. 

We cordially concur in the general views expressed by President Baugher, 

M. L. Stobvbr, E. a. Muhlbnbbro, ' 

Alfrbd M. Mayer, * M. Jacobs. 

Professors in in Pennsylvania College. 

GrFiOBBS OP the Association. — President — Rev. D. C. Eddy, D. D., Boston, Mass. 
Vice President— Hon Jame.' Pollock, Philadelphia, Pa. Recording Secretary — Rev. 
J. G. Duller, D. D., West Philadelphia, Pa. Corresponding Secretary— John Alexan- 
der, Esq., 1935 Arch Street. Philadelphia. Treasurer— Samuel Agnew, Esq., IIM 
Arch Street, Philadelphia. Executive Committee — Rev. J. Edwards, D. D., 1737 Fil- 
bert Street, Philadelphia; Rev. J. H. A Bomberger, D, D.; Wm. Getty, Esq.; Thomas 
Watson, Esq.; C.Heiskell, Esq. Committee on Correspondence — Rev. T. P. Stevenson, 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Rev. W. W. Spear, D. D.; Rev. Prof Steele. 
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This address has been on haod for some time, and wonld have 
been published but tor the conviction that its effect might be in- 
jurious. We insert it now, however, with some remarks appended. 

We dislike the expression "voting citizens *' in the heading. 
It suggests voting as the chief means for carrying on tJM proposed 
reform; certainly not a very safe suggestion to put^efore our 
people at the present time. Besides, in the following sentence, 
the phrase in brackets is a dead fly in the ointment. " The Lord 
Jesas Christ (aside from all questions as to his divinity, his hu- 
manity, or his mission on earth) is the Ruler among the nations/' 
"We do not wish any imaginary being not divine, declared to be. 
the king of this nation. 

Moreover, the argument beginning with the third Consider, is 
objectionable. It is founded on the false assumption that the 
Gqvernment as now constituted is the ordinance of Grod. This 
is directly in the face of our Testimony. The want of the pro- 
posed acknowledgments is fatal to the claim of the Government to 
that high distinction. It is to give it divine ordination and au- 
thority that we urge the amendments. 

The plane of this movement is too low. Covenanters cannot 
co-operate on it without leaving their high vantage ground. We 
are glad to see such strong '* expressions of approval and sym- 
pathy *' as are appended, and only utter our wonder that these 
mends of thecause have been so long silent on the subject. 

T. S. 



CHRISTIANS BESPONSIBLB FOB FAITHFUL PBBACHING. 

Much has been said about the duty of ministers to preach the 
great doctrines of the gospel, and apply them pungently to the 
consciences of their hearers. Our own columns, at different times, 
have borne witness to our solemn convictions in regard to this sub- 
ject. The cross of Christ is the power of God unto salvation ; and 
the truths that cluster about the cross must be pressed on the at- 

. tention of men, if they are to be saved. The minister who fails 
here, will make a total failure, so far as the great design of the 
ministry is concerned ; while he who is faithful to his Lord in this 
regard, will see the fruit of bis labors, here or hereafter. 

iBut do the members of the church realize that they are, in a 
measure, responsible for the correct and faithful presentation of 
tiie convicting and humbling truths of the Bible, from week to 
week, by their ministers ? Do th^y know and feel that it is in their 

^ power to incite their pastor to greater fidelity, or to hinder him 

* from making full proof of his ministry ? 

Preaching is not like delivering lyceum lectures, where all the 
audience come together to be pleased, and amused with a willing- 
nesB to take what little instruction ma^ be conveyed to the mind 
by such a vehicle* It is not like making political speeches to a 
gathering which meets for the purpose of hearing its opinions ad- 
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vocated, and eager to applaud every good hit^ On the contrary, 
the minister comes to an assembly of sinners, like himself, neediqg 
the grace of God. Some of them, like himself, have begnn the 
Christian life, but they need not only to be instructed and encour- 
aged ; the^aeed also to be warned and perhaps rebuked. There 
are otherW^ho are still enemies to God in their hearts. They 
must be made to see this fact, and to feel that repentance toward 
God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ, are indispensable to 
salyatioa. But who shall come before them with these solemn 
truths? Who shall dar^.to stand up before his fellovv^men, and 
•show unto them their sins, while feeling his own unworthiness ? 
Yet the minister of Christ must do thus or be recreant to duty. 
Here is where the strain comes. It requires courage, energy, grace, 
to face an a^jdience, and press on them needful but unwelcome truth. 
Now the question is, how can Christians aid their ministers? In 
two ways. First, by prayer. Let them pray before they go to the 
sanetaary, and while there, that the Holy Spirit may come down 
and fill their minister's heart with a holy flame of love. Thus he 
may be incited to prepare to preach the truth ; and thus he may be 
emboldened to urge it on the souls of hie hearers when he stands 
before them. 

The other way is by well timed encouragement. There is a kind 
of sermons which always elicits marks of approbation, but these 
are not the most solemn and useful. They may be true, and in- 
structive, and good, but they do not grapple with the conscience, 
and humble the hearer in the dust. They are prepared with com- 
parative ease and are delivered with pleasure. But suppose your 
minister is oppressed with the weight of souls lying on his heart, 
and feels that the time has come for him to insist upon it that 
Christians must awake to new life, and that tie impenitent must 
seek, without delay, the kingdom of God ; and suppose his eftbrts 
in this direction are met with no signs of encouragement from his 
Christian hearers, how can he persevere? He feels the need of 
help; he longs for sympathy; but the men and women who are 
wont to speak to him with approbation of discourses whi<5h are pleas* 
ing, are silent in regard to those which are the utterance of a bur- 
dened spirit. What is the eftect. In a little while, if he' has not 
uncommon energy and piety, he will be discouraged, and feel that 
it is vain to hope for a work of grace. He feels that such efforts 
are thrown away, and that he is spending his strength for naught. 
The people are indifferent, even Christians are unmoved, and so 
the minister is in despair. He must wait fora more favorable sea* 
son. 

Now what we would urge upon those who are anxious to have the ^ 
preaching of the word made effectual, is, that they should be on the 
watch, to encourage the minister with worda of approbation, when- 
ever they perceive that he is more than usually earnest and spirit* 
ual. Let others applaud him, if they will, for strains of eloquehoe, 
or flights of imagination, or force of argument, or wealth ot learn* 
ing, or elegance of style, or force and propriety of utterance ; such 
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applause is as common as it is useless. But when he comes with 
the truths that awaken and alarm and humble his hearers; and 
when he evidently feels every word he utters ; wheii he is striving 
against nature, to do his Master's will, then give him your whple 
sympathy. Let him know that your heart rejoices on account of 
his faithfulness: encourage him by your timely words of approval. 
Such words have no element of flattery in them, but they will be 
a strengthening cordial to his soul. He will be led to persevere, in 
the same strain, till the truths of the gospel are made effectual to 
the pulling down of the stronghold of Batani — Boston Recorder. 



KBllGIOUS BDLEK8. 

A COMMUNICATION appeared lately ia th^ columns of the Christian Inr 
structor, reproving its Christian readers for voting for irreligious and immoral 
men for officers of the commonwealth. To us this has always seemed a 
stra«ge fact, speaking very un£Eivorahly of the professors of religion in the 
ootistry. The writer makes some statements regarding the immorality of 
men in high places, and the untrnstworthiness of Legislatures, which are 
startling, but we fear they are too true ; at the same time he is himself a voter. 
It is one smaU^ favorable sign of the times that there are some who see this 
great evil — the investing of wicked men^ith office, and by the votes of 
Christians. May they see further and more clearly. "W. ^ 

** There must be a deference and honor to Christianity and 
Ghristian principle, and Christians must begin to demand and ob- 
tain for their relifi^ion a respect with which it has not heretofore 
been hon9red. "[^heir votes must be withheld from candidates 
who fail to show a regard to the law of God, by living privately and 
acting publicly in an irreligious and godless manner. It is time 
that they who preach in their pulpits and swear around their com- 
munion table, that religion is the great good of the world, should 
quit proclaiming an opposite doctrine by their political afl|liation8 
and actions, u a blasphemer ought to be preached against, he 
ought to be voted against; if a drunkard ought to be denounced 
for his profligacy by the minister, he ought to be rebuked by the 
man. Yet it is too often the case that ministers and people will 
vote for men, to elevate them to responsible positions, well assured 
of their licentious habits, and then after those habits begin to in- 
terfere with official dignity or efficiency, they will pray to God to 
put a better spirit into the hearts of our rulers, and to deliver us 
from the iniquities of our legislators, who seem not to have the 
fear of God before their eyes. They vote for the enthronement of 
crime and then pray to be delivered from it, and thus both stultify 
ihemselves and insult the august Being whom they are to honor 
in all their ways and to whom they ofter their supplications. 
** We have so much faith in the potency of religion in our 
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country as to believe that earnest, co-operative action on the part 
of all Christians would compel men to consult their consciences 
and respect their opinions in the selection of men to fill resjion- 
sible public positions. 

" The political machinery of this country at the present day will 
not run without religious lubrication. Let the politicians under- 
stand that some man they propose to nominate and present to the 
people, as their candidate, will be condemned by the voice of the 
church, and they will not dare to so present him. If they under- 
stand that the pulpits and the religious press and the secular press, 
in hands of Christian men, and the whole moral influence of the 
country, will, be against their man, thejr will be almost sure to 
withhold him and choose one less objectionable. 

"Forney puts himself in opposition to the religion of the 
country ; ana if he be sustained, it will be because Christians have 
not unitedly left him and joined in denouncing his iniquity. No 
doubt there are hundreds of. Christians in Philadelphia who 
have not stopped the I^ess^ but who read it and allow it in their 
families as they did a year ago ; and I see it in the hands of 
Christian men, and hear it praise^ by them as if it were a heroic 
champion of our holy religion. If the Press succeeds in its crusade, 
the infamy and the guilt of its support will be chargeable to 
Christiilns, who had either too little piety or self-respect to cast it 
aside and lift up their voices against it. So will it be in any 
similar case. ^ 

'' The dissipation and general profligacy of our public men are 
alarming ; and it seems to be a growing evil. Our Chief Execu- 
tive is charged with being heated with wine so as to disgrace the 
country and imperil its great interests by his debauchery. We 
are told of Cabinet officers roistering around their cups and 
spending midnight hours amid the fumes of their inebriety. 
Many of the great men of the country have to transact their busi- 
ness in the morning, their inevitable after dinner disease inca- 
pacitating them for afternoon and evening duties. Saulsbury sits 
vin sottish drunkenness in the Senate chamber, and M'Dougal dis^ 
graces the Senate by staggering on the street. Senators and Rep- 
sentatives together spend nights in debauch, and perform the 
most loathsome orgies in the midst of deliberations on measures 
on which depend the fate of the Republic. Brandy, wine, cards, 
bribery and all kinds of iniquity seem to control the country. Our 
State Legislatures, while composed of many valuable men, are 
without any consciences, and can be bought and sold in the in- 
terests of any iniquity that can produce an abundance of money. 
In our own State, a great centralizing and despotic monoply has 
the Legislature just as a part of its machinery. Whatever it asks 
for is granted, because it accompanies its requests with gold. 
What the people ask for may be granted if there (is no man or 
corporation to furnish money against them. And through all oup 
public positions there is more or less of thejsame lamentable im- 
morality, which disgraces bur age and enli^tenment, endangers 
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our most precious interests and provokes the righteous indignation 
of a holy God ! 

" Christians are far from being free from guilt in this matter. 
They have not watched as they ought to have done ; they have 
not protested as they ought to have done ; they have not reso- 
lutely given their influence against all men who showed a disre- 
gard for the plain principles of morality and religion. We excuse 
ourselves for having voted for Andrew Johnsop, by saying we did 
not know his great failings. Yet we know he was only opposed to 
slavery on political grounds, for he told us so. • He saw no moral 
evil — he saw no crime in human bondage, but he looked on the 
institution as being iijimical to the struggling country. We voted 
fof him, and we having then sowed the wind, now reap the whirl- 
wind. Yet doubtless we were all more or less deceived, as we 
often are ;- for we recollect how grandly he used to speak against 
treason in the Seijate in the dark daya of our country, when 
treason was completing its schemes for its overthrow. When he 
talked about uniting the Stars and Stripes with the banner of the 
Cross, and conquering beneath that sign, a thrill of admiration 
went through the Christian heart of the whole country. When 
he said treason was a crime, we thought he had a regard for the 
law of God. But he has fallen. He has lost his crown, and the 
piety of the land to-day, instead of conffratulating itself on having 
been an honored instrumentality in elevating him to a position 
that afterward got him the Presidency ^eels ashamed and mortifie<J, 
as if it had been an accomplice in committing some enormous 
guilt. It is our duty to try to recollect that we can hope for 
nothing from a man who has no moral principle. Our President 
should keep us reminded of this; and his Premier, who, having 
once charmed the world by holding uj) the claims of the Higher 
Law, now spends his sober hours in trying to get unwashed 
rebels back to power, and his remaining tinie in cursing Badicals 
and all who insist on security for the future* May God save the 
Republic.** 



PITTSBDKfiH PBE8BYTBBY. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery met pier adjournment, in Elizabeth, Pa., 
AprillOth, at 2 o'clock P. M., 1866. 

Twenty-seven members were present. R. J. Dodds, Missionary 
to Syria, being present, was chosen moderator. 

Some, congregations having neglected to take up collection for 
"Board of Church Extension** were instructed to take up said col- 
lection immediately. Ministers and delegates from vacancies were 
inquired at with regard to "pastoral duties," days of fasting, 
thanksgiving, &c., and answers were deemed generally satisfactory. 

Presbyterial visitation was revived, and ministers assisting at 
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communions with such elder as can be procured, were directed to 
attend to it. 

Commission appointed to organize Pittsburgh Congregation, re- 
ported, that tbey had organized the same, and installed in it three 
elders, viz.: Robt. Adams, Alex. Adams, and Robt Glasgow. 
The congregation presented a call which had been moderated by 
direction of commission, upon Rev. A. M. Milligan, which was sus- 
tained as a regular gospel call. ' 

New Alexandria Congregation, Clarksburg branch, Ac, pre- 
sented remonstrance against said call. Commissioners from Pitts* 
burgh Congregation urging the call, were heard. Also, remon- 
strance read, and commissioners from Ne\Y Alexandria against 
call were heard, when motion was made to present the call. After 
lengthy and earnest discussion with regard to the expediency of 
transporting Rev. Milligan, and the propriety of presenting the 
call, the motion was carried. The calf was th^n presented to con-' 
didate and accepted. 

Pastoral relation existing between Rev. A. M. Milligan and 
New Alexandria Congregation, &c., was dissolved, and Rev. T. M. 
Eldf r appointed to preach in New Alexandria on the first Sabbath 
of Mav, and declare it vacant. 

Students of Theology! of 4th year were taken upon trial for 
license, and Dr. Sprouli and Rev. Hunter were appointed to give 
subjects to students. 

Mr. J. R. MTarland having finished his 3d year, was taken un- 
der care of Presbytery as 4th year student. 

J. W. SprouU proceeded to deliver trial pieces for ordination, as 
follows: Lecture — Job 14:1-4. Sermon — Psalm 24: 10, 1st 
clause. 

Rev. William Slater preached ordination sermon from Jonah 2 : 8, 
in which he noted: I. The preacher. H. The place of preach- 
ing. III. The matter of his preaching. 

K. J. Dodds offered ordination prayer, J. Galbraith gave charge 
to pastor, and A. M. Milligan to people. 

J. W. SprouU's name was enrolled as constituent member of 
Presbytery. 

Pastoral relation existing between Rev. T. M. Elder and Reho- 
both Congregation was dissolved at the request of tt^pastor. Rev. 
Thos. Hannay is appointed to preach in the congrlj^tion and de- 
clare it vacant. 

Rev. Hunter, Dr. SprouU and Mr. Jas. B. M'Kee, were appoint- 
ed a committee to install Rev. A. M. Milligan in Pittsburgh Con- . 
gregation, prior to the meeting of Synod, at coriveniehce of the 
parties. 

Dr. Sprouli, Rev. Milligan and Alex. Adams, were appointed 
standing committee on supplies. 

The trustees of Westminster College were authdrlced to sell 
. college property, in conjunction with Allegheny Congregation in 
selling their church property. 
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Extract from report of Committee on Finance : 

1. We find the Treasurer's account correct, and recommend it 
to be published. As the amount of missionary money on hand 
is utterly inadequate to the work which ought to be done, and as 
many sums intended for mission labor in this Presbytery seem to 
have been diverted into other channels, all giving to this fund 
should send to Wm. Wills, Treasurer, Pittsburgh, and a liberal 
response is urgently needed. 

2. In relation to the report of the Treasurer for Westminster 
College, we recommend : Ist. That the sum on hand for rents, 
namely : two hundred and fifty-four dollars and eight cents 
(J254.08) be added to Presbytery's Educational Fund. 2d. That 
the bequest of Eobt. and Mary Burnside, now on hands, namely : 
five hundred and sixty-seven dollars and seventy-five cents (J567.76) 
be, according to the will of the donors, invested in books, and that 
Dr. SprouU and Rev. A. M. Milligan be appointed to make proper 
selection. T. M. Eldbr, Chaimian. 

treasurer's report. 
Wm, WtUsy Treasurer, in Account with the Pittsburgh Presbytery : 
1865. ^ Dr. 

Oct. ]8. For balance tllO 28 

20. Cash from Slippery Rock, per Pr. SprouU, '....- 10 00 

Nov 1. U. S. coupoDb and premium, ■ 45 67 

Dec. 8. Cash from Oil Creek Coogregatioo, 10 00 

1866. 

Jan. 15. Coupon of U. S. 7A Bond ....- 18 25 

Mar. 19. Cash from Mr. Root. Wylie, of Harlinsburg, per Dr. 

Sproull,*. , 10 00 

April 9. Cash from Young Ladies' Missionary Societj of Allegheoy 

Congregation, 50 00 

»254 50 
1865. Cr. 

Oct. 18. By cash paid Rev. A. J. M'Farland, .^ $ 25 00 

18. " ** T. Hannay, 24 00 

'.19. " *• T.M.Elder, , 40 00 

19. " *« J, J. M'Clurkio, 87 50 

19. " «« R. Z.Willson, 10 00 

Dec. 8. " << D. Reid,... 37 50 

1866. 
Mar.13. " *< T.M.Elder, 35 00 

J209 00 

April 9, 1866. Balance, $ 45 20 

Presbytery adjourned to raeet in AUe^beny, on third Tuesday 
6£ October, at 10 o'clock, A, M. N. M. Johnston, Clerk. 
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PRESBTTERT OF THE 11KE8. 

THB^reebytery of the Lakes met at Cedar Lake, on Tuesday 
April 24. The opening sermon was preached by the retiring mod 
erator, from 1 Tim. 4 : 15. Rev. R. M. C. Thompson was chosen 
Moderator. Most of the time of the sessions was occnpied in rou- 
tine business. The following are items of more public interest. 
At his own rec^uest, Rev. L Dodds was released from the pastoral 
charge of Garrison Congregation. 

The traveling expenses of the members of Presbytery were ap- 
portioned among the congregations as follows : 

Southfield, $36.05 ; Miami, 25.75; 2d Miami, 19.44 ; Cedarville ' 
and Cincinnati, 12,36; C^dar Lake, 13.30 ; Rushsylvania, 8.24; 
Garrison, ; Novi, ; Lake Eliza, 6.16 ; Macedon, 6.18.. 

Rev. R. M. C. Thompson was appointed to preach at Decatur, 
Mich., six Sabbaths during the year. 

The next semi-annual meeting of Presbytery is fx> be at North- 
wood, in the 2d Miami church, on the 3d Tuesday of October, at 
7 o'clock, r. M. , N. R. Johnston, Clerk. 



OUIO PRESB1TERT. 

The Ohio Presbytery met in Middle Wheeling church on the 
4th of April. No business of public interest was before the court, 
except the installation of Rev. A. MTarland as pastor of Middle 
Wheeling congregation. The committee appointed at last meet- 
ing of Presbytery to ordain J. C. K. Paris, reported that he was 
ordained and installed pastor of Muskingum and Tomica congre- 
gation on the 6th of December lasr. 

A call from Londonderry congregation on Rev. J. A. Thompson 
was presented and accepted, and the installation is to take place 
on the first Wednesday of next October. 



IFFIIRS ABROAD. 



Austria and Prussia. — ^Last month the reports from these 
nations were quite warlike. The proximate cause of controversy 
is the disposal of the Duchies of Holstein and Schleswig, which 
these two powers stole from Denmark, under the pretense of re- 
instating the Duke of Augustenberg, who, they affirmed, was their 
true proprietor. But, having succeeded in dispossessing Denmark, 
Prussia has determined to hold them both. Austria would give 
her Schleswig, but will not yield Holstein which she herself holds. 
What Prussia wants is a sea-port in the Northern Oceim. This is 
the immediate ground of quarrel, but there is a deeper one. 
Prussia is Protestant, arid young — only a century and a half old, 
as a kingdom; Austria is old and Popish. Thev are rivals ; and 
upon them lean the smaller German States, which will be 'absorb- 
ed by one or other. 

Later accounts are more peaceful. The probabilities are that 
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there will be no war at this time between them. But there may 
be a collision at any time between 

AusTBiA AND Italt. — Both these ^powers are fully armed, and 
Austria is concentrating troops in Venetia, which is the point of 
contest. Venetia was an independent power — ^nd very ancient — 
tintil 1797, when Napoleon gave it to Austria by the treaty of 
Campo-Formio. Since that time, the Italians have mourned its fate, 
and, now since so much of Italy has been gathered into "The King- 
dom of Italy," the recovery of Venice has become a passion with 
all Italy. The people are even urging the Government to fight for 
it; the Government fully sympathizes with the popular feeling, 
and the contest cannot much longer be delayed. The certainty 
that war with Prussia would unite Italy with that power, is the 
main reason why Austria shows reluctance to push her controversy 
with Prussia to the last resort ; and yet, if she engages in war 
with Italy it will make but little difterence in this respect, if it be 
true, as is reported, that her two enemies have entered into a 
treaty. Whenever the war begins, Austria will have two great 
powers upon her, and here, again, is the secret of her concessions 
to Hungary and the Protestants. She cannot afford to lose their 
help in the day of war, and it is reported that she will have it. 
War, terrible war, is not far off in Europe. 



AFFAIRS AT HOME. 

The President and Congress. — Andrew Johnson still uses 
every effort to carry out his "Policy," which is, substantially, to 
put down the true friends of the late slaves, and put up the late 
slaveholders and rebels. He has succeeded in winning to his 
policy, because it has all along been theirs, every copperhead in the 
North, and in addition a few ignorant or pliable Republicans. The 
point in dispute is as to the terms of entire Southern restoration. 
Johnson is in favor of admitting them without effective guaran- 
tees; Congress is not. The existence of this controversy brings 
out some other evidences of the imperfections of the Constitution 
as a political instrument. The radical question between the high 
contending parties is, whether the legislative power resides wholly 
in Congress, o^ly partially checked by the President's veto power ; 
and of course, whether this Government is in part a monarchy, 
and that within its range, absolute, or half republican ; for, if the 
Prenient has the power to make peace, as he has undertaken to 
do, and to settle the terms of the re-admission of rebels, then in 
these most important departments he is king; more of a king 
than the King of England has been since James II. undertook by 
the abuse of the pardoning power to nullify the laws of England. 
The tendency of the Executive to exalt himself by 'doin^ even civil 
and political things as commander in chief, was seen in Lincoln 
himself, and we heartily sympathized with Wade and Winter Davis 
in their protest against some of Lincoln's acts of this sort. John- 
son has, however, made his- <' little finger thicker than his prede- 
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cesser's loins," and yet tries to hide behind him: If Congress 
yield, orif a pliant Congress is elected this fall, and the Supreme 
Court can be got to sanction '"my policy," this country will have 
ffone some distance in the direction of all preceding republics. 
We hope better things; but while the nation keeps up its re- 
bellion against its rightful ruler, it will be hoping almost against 
hope. 

jFrbbdmbn,^ — Generally^ they seem to be employed and doinj^ 
well. Mobs and riots in some places — Norfolk, Richmond and 
Memphis — show, however, that the South hates its former slaves 
as freedmen. Exceptions there are, but there are enough of the 
violent everywhere, probably, to bring them again into a state of 
semi-slavery, unless they are protected by the U.* S. authorities. 
We fear the Civil Rights Bill in the hands of Johnson will not be 
found of so much use as its friends anticipated. Still, the Most 
High is on their side, and will plead their cause. There are 
praiseworthy efforts making by many denominations of Northern 
Christisws for their education, and some even in the South. 



OBITVIRIBS. 



Died, at Lisbon, N. Y., on the 9th Feb., 1866, Mary Smii:h, a member 
of the Ref. Pres. Congregation of whioh her father, Mr. John Smith is an 
elder. Deceased was in the 34 th year of her age. She made an early 
profession of faith, which she mainlined with ^eat constancy throughout 
life. She suffered with a consuipptive ailment for upward of three ytars be- 
fore her decease. Daring her illness she read the entire Scriptures nearly 
three times, and died, as she had lived, in the faith of her Redeemer's right- 
eousness and in Che hope of a blessed immortality. 

Died, at Cedar Lake, Dec. 21, 1865, John R. Duguid, in the 32d year of 
bis age. His disease was consumption, that fell destroyer that almost always 
n^akesbsure of its victim. He was preceded across the Jordan bat a little over 
a year, by a beloved wife, a most excellent and Christian lady, and but a few 
months by a brother, a yjoung man of very amiable character. J. R. lingered 
but a short time upon its banks, when he passed over to unite with them in 
singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. These were all members and orna- 
ments of our little congregation. " Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth.'' 

Com. 



BOOK KOTi CBS. • 

From Robert Carter and Brother, 530 Broadway, New York^ 

Nsllib's Stumbunq Block. By Alice Gray. pp. 246. 

Thb Old Pictubr Biblb. By the Author of Doing and Suffering, pp. 312. 

These ^re both interesting of their kind. The first illustrates 
the evil of a violent temper, and the proper treatment of it. The 
seCQnd explains the pictures found in an old Bible, furnishing use- 
ful Scripture lessons. We recommend both to our young readers. 
For sale by Davis, Clarke & Co., Wood Street, Pittsburgh, 
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HIXUTES OF THE STSOD OF THE REFORIED FBESBTTEBIiX cnUECH. 

SESSION XXXVII. ^ 

ROOHBSTIR, N. Y., May 23, 1866, 10 A. M. 

The Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church met according 
to adjournment, and was constituted with prayer by the Moderator. 
Members were ascertained, and are as follows : 



MinlBtera. 

J. 0. K. Milligan * 
Andrew Stevenson, 
J. R. W. Sloane, 
J. H. Boggs, 
8. Carlisle, 
J. R. Thompson, 
J. W. Shaw, 
J. B. Williams,* 
J. 0. Bayles,t 
Joshua Kennedy,* 
D. McAllister, 
W. Graham, 
J. M. Beattie, 
R. Z. Willson. 



T. P. Stevenson, 
8. 0. Wylie, 
R. J. Sharp,! 
J. M. Willson. 
W. P. Johnston,* 
J. M. Armour. 



NEW YORK PRESBYTERY. 
Baling Elders. 

Henry O'Neill, 
Hugh Carlisle, 
W. P. Bell, 
Alex. Wright, 

W. Park, 
James Frazer, 
R. S. Orr,* 



Congregations. 

First, New York. 

Second, New York. 

Third, New York, 

Brooklyn. 

First, Newburgh. 

Second, Newburgh. 

Coldenham. 

White Lake. 

Kortright. 

Bovina. 

Walton. 

Boston. 

Ryegate and Bamet. 



PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY. 



John Wright, 
James M'Knight, 
Alex. Mackie, 



* Not present at the constitution of the Goart. 
t Organized since last meeting. 

13 



First, Philadelphia. 
Second, Philadelphia. 
Third, Philadelphia. 

Baltimore. 



f Ordained since last meeting. 
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Minutes of the Synod of the 



R0CHB8TKR PRBSBYTBRT. 



Ministera. 


RnUng Bldera. 


Oongregatioiub 


R. D. Sproull, 


James Campbell| 


Rochester. 


S. Bowden, 


D. M'Millan, 


York. 


M. Wilkin, 


John Hunter, 


Sterling. 




John M'Clure, § 


Syracuse. 




John M'Oullough| 


Lishon. 


R. Shields,! 




Ramsey, C. W. 


D. Scott, 


PITTSBURGH PRBSBYTBRT. 




T. Sproull, 


D. Gregg, 


Allegheny. 


A. M. Milligan, 


Robert Glasgow, 


Pittsburgh|. 


J. W. Sproull,t 


R. C. iM'Kee, 


Monongahela. 


J. Oalbraith, 


W. Dean. 


Union. 


Joseph Hunter, 


Henry Dean, 


Wilkinsburg. 


J. C. Smith, 


M. Stewart, 


Slippery Rock, &c. 


S. Sterrett, 




JacksoU; &c. 


A. J. MTarland, 


Joseph M'Giffin, 


Salem. 


N. M. Johnston,* 




Little Beaver. 


D. Reid, 




Oil Creek. 




W. Magee, 


Oil City.t 
Miller*s Run. 




John George, 


J. Crozier, 






B. J. Dodds> Miss. 


in Syria. 

OHIO PRBSBYTBRT. 




J. C. Boyd, 




Uticaand Sandusky. 


A. M'Farland, 




Jonathan's Creek and 
\ Middle Wheeling. 


J. C. K. FariS',t 




Muskingum & Tomica. 


J. A. Thompson, 


LAKES PRBSBTTBRT. 




J. L. M'Carfcney, 


Cornelius Jamison,* 


First, Miami. 


W. Milroy, 


D. Boyd, 


Second, Miami. 


J. S. T. Milligan, 


W. McDonald, 


Southfield. 


P. H. Wylie, 




Rushsylvania. 
Macedon. 


B. M'CuUough, 


G. M'Carrol, 


Novi. 


H. H. George, 


John Gray, 


Cedarville. 
Cincinnati. 




Josiah Gamble, 


Garrison. 


J. French, 




Cedar Lake. 


N. R. Johnston, 






J. Dodds. 


ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 




J. Wallace, 


Hugh Matthews, 


Old Bethel. 


J. Stott, 




Princeton. 


J. M'Cracken, 




St. Louis. 


D. S. Faris, 


Joseph Patton, 


Bethel. 


W. F. George, 




Church Hill. 


D. J. Shaw,* 


' 


Bloomington. 


♦Ordained since 1 


last meeting. * Not present at the constitution of the Court. 


X Organized since 


last meeting. J Until May 28th, : 


from that date Jas. M'Clure 



his alternate. 
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IOWA PRESBYTBRT. 

Mioisten. Ruling Elden. GongregatioM. 

J. ^. M'Donald, J, T. Montgomery, Sbaron. 

K. B. CaoDOD, Eehoboth. 

C. D. Trumbull, T. M'CoDnell, Lind Grove. 

S. M. Stevenson, Washington & Amboy. 

Ahsentees.-'J. M. Jobnston, R. Reed, J. J. M'Clurkin, T. M. Elder, W. 
Slater, T. Hannay, H. P. M'Clurkin, R. M. C. Thompson,! A. C. Todd, J. 
Middleton, W. W. M'Millan, R. Johnston, D. M'Kee, R. Hutcheson, J. Love, 
J. Neil, and J. Beattie, Missionary in Syria. 

CONQRBGATIONS NOT REPRESENTED. 

JVew York Pre^hytery — Topsbam, Craftsbury. 

Philadelphia Presbytery — Conococheague. 

Rochester Freshytery — Toronto, C. W., Glengary, C. W. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery — ^Brookland, &c., Springfield, Rehoboth & Pine Creek, 
New Alexandria. 

Ohio Presbytery — Salt Creek, Londonderry, Brownsville. 

Lakes Freshytery — Lake £liza. 

Illinois Presbytery — Elkhorn, Stanton, Olathe (Kansas).^ 

Iowa Presbytery — Vernon, Grove Hill, Maquoketa, Davenport, Kossuth,t 
Albia4 

The rule requiring the calling of the roll in the election of Mode- 
rator and Clerk was suspended, and, on motion, R. J. Dodds, Mis- 
sionary to Syria, was appointed Moderator; R. Z. Willson was 
continued Clerk, and H. H. George, Assistant Clerk. Reasons of 
absence at last meeting were sustained. 

H. H. George, R. Z. Willson and D. Gregg were appointed a 
Committee on Unfinished Business, and the minutes referred to 
them for examination. 

Resolved^ Thaf the hours of meeting be from 9 A. M. to 12 M., and from 3 
to 5 J P. M., and that the half hour from 11 J to 12 M. be spent in devo- 
tional exercises, according to the order we ha^e heretofore used. 

The Clerk was directed to draw an order in his own favor, for 
the sum of fifty dollars ($50), the same to be drawn from the Lite- 
rary Fund. 

Resolved, That the rule requiring this Court to meet on the fourth Tuesday 
of May be repealed, and that Synod meet hereafter on the fourth Wednesday 
of May, at 10 A. M., and that when this Synod adjourns from its present 
sessions, it will adjourn to meet in Allegheny on the fourth Wednesday of 
May, 1867, at 10 A. M., and that the Synodical sermon be preached on that day 
at7JP. M. 

On motion, George M'CarroU, elder from Novi congregation, 
was admitted to a seat, his certificate not being present, owing to 
the absence of the Moderator of the session. 

D. McAllister was appointed the Moderator alternate to preach 
the Synodical sermon at the next meeting of Synod. 
Adjourned with prayer to meet at 3 P. M. 

Same Place, 3 P. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present. Minutes read and approved. Kennedy and Williams 
appeared. 

f Ordained since last meeting. % Organized since last meeting. 
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The Moderator appointed the following Standing Committees : 
On Presbyierial Jieporis. — J. M. Beattie, A. J. MTarland, D. 
Boyd. On Discipline, — J. 0. Boyd, A. M. Milligan, J. Gray. On 
Missions.— W. F. George, A. M'Farland, II. Carlisle. On Theo- 
logical Seminary, — J. W. Shaw, J. Dodds, J. M'Giffin. On Signs 
of the Times. — D. Scott, J. Crozier, J. Wright. On Foreign Cor- 
respovdence. — J. R. W. Sloane, J. Wallace, J. George. On Finance. 
— S. Sterrett, R. B. Cannon, D. Gregg. 

On Presbyterial Becords, — New York Presbytery, M. Wilkin, D. 
Reed, J. Gamble. Philadelphia Presbytery, J. M. M'Donald, J. W. 
Sproull, W. M'Donald. Rochester Presbytery, S. Carlisle, T. P. 
Stevenson, H. Dean. Pittsburgh Presbytery, J. R. Thompson, W". 
Graham, G. M'C/arroll. Ohio Presbytery, J. O. Bayles, D. S. Faris, 
W. Magee. Lake J-Yesbyiery, J. M'Cracken, R. J. Sharpe, J. 
Campbell. Illinois Presbytery, D. M*Allist;er, J. A. Thompson, 
II. Matthews. Iowa Presbytery, P. H. Wylie, J. B. Williams, J. 
T. Montgomery. 

Papers were received and numbered as follows: No. 1. Report 
of Treasurer of Domestic Missions. No. 2. Report of Treasurer of 
Theological Seminary. No. 3. Report of Illinois Presbytery. 

Nos. 1 and 2. Referred to Committee on Finance. 

No. 3. Laid on the table for the present, and the hearing of the 
reports of Presbyteries made the order of the day for Friday morn- 
ing. 

The Committee on Unfinished Business reported. Report ac- 
cepted. The first paragraph was adopted, and the rest was laid 
on the table for the present. 

W. F. George laid on the table twenty-five dollars from the 
estate of M. K. Mawhinney, for the cause of the freedmen. Refer- 
red to the Committee on Finance. J. C. Boyd laid on the table 
three hundred and fifty dollars in IT. S. bonds, to be credited to G. 
B. and to be disposed of as Synod may direct. Referred to Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

No. 4. The Report of Treasurer of Synod was received and 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

S. Bowden laid on the table a communication from the majority 
Synod in Scotland, and also one from the General Assembly of the 
Free Church of Scotland. Referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Correspondence. 

The Board of Foreign Missions reported. The report was read 
and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

The report of the Committee on Unfinished Business was taken 
up and considered item by item for adoption. As adopted it is as 
follows : 

The Committee on Unfinished Business report: ^ 

That they Lave examined the minutes of the last meeting of Synod and 

find them neatly and correctly transcribed, and recommend that they be ap. 

proved and signed by the Moderator and Clerk. 

They also report the following items of Unfinished Business : 

Item 1. Report of the Committee on the Signs of the Times. (Ref. Preg. 

and Gov. p. 195.) 
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Item 2. Clerk directed to prepare and have printed, form for statistics for 
use of Presbyteries, (ib. p. 197.) 

Item 3, Clerks of Presbyteries directed to notify congregations of the in- 
creased remuneration of unsettled ministers and licentiates, (ib, p. 204.) 
• Item 4. Committee to prepare and publish a circular in relation to a Sus- 
tentation Fund, {ib, p. 212.) 

Item 6. Deputation to visit Europe and solicit funds for education of the 
Freedmen. (ib. pp. 213, 214.) 

Item 6. Board of Church Extension, (ih. p. 214.) 

Item 7. Delegates to Ref. Presbyterian Synod in Ireland, (ib, p. 220.) 

Item 8. Board of Education, (ib. pp. 214, 236.) 

Item 9. Congregations directed to lift collections for the Church Exten- 
sion Fund, (ib, p. 22R) 
- Item 10. Committee to visit the President, (ib. p. 221.) 

Item 11. Delegates to Ref. Pres. Gen. Synod, and U. P. Gen. Assembly. 
(ih. p. 223.) 

Item 12. Directions to sessions and others in relation to notes for the 
Endowment Fund. (ib. pp. 224, 235) 

Item 13. Presbyteries to examine into and report in reference to salaries 
of pastors, (ib. p. 235.) 

Item 14. Committee to obtain subscriptions to the Endowment Fund. 
(ib. p.'237.) 

Item. J 5. Professors to publish an appeal urging the duty of persons to 
devote themselves to the ministry, (ib. p. 237.) 

Respectfully submitted, H. H. George, Chairman. 

Item 1. The Committee on the Signs of the Times will be 
in readiness to report to-morrow morning. Item 2. Directions 
to the Clerk. Attended to. Item 3. Attended to. Item 4. At- 
tended .to Items 5 and 6. Laid on the table for the present. 
Item 7. Delegation to the Irish Synod reported verbally. The 
report ^yas accepted. Items 8 and 9. Laid on the table for the 
present. Item 10-. Npt attended to, for reasons deemed satisfactory. 
Item 11. The delegate to Ref. Pres. Gen. Synod reported that he 
had attended to the duty assigned him. The delegate to the U. 
P. General Assembly stated that that body does not meet until 
next week. Item 12. Laid on the table for the present. Item 13. 
Not attended to by the Presbyteries of New York, Philadelphia, 
Rochester and Pittsburgh. The Presbyteries were re-directed to 
attend to this matter and report to the next meeting of Synod. 
Item 14. Laid on the table for the present. Item 15. Professors 
to prepare a circular. Attended to. 

A special Committee, consisting of J. R. Thompson, R. D. 
SprouU and Robert Glasgow, was appointed to report on the sub- 
ject of Temperance. 

"While a resolution in relation to a testimonial to the family of 
the Rev. James M'Kinney was under discussion, Synod adjourned 
with prayer to meet to-morrow at 9 A. M. 

Samb Place, Thursday, May 24, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
were present. J. C. K. Milligan and N. M. Johnston appeared. 
Minutes read, amended and approved. Papers were received and 
numbered as follows : No. 6. Petition of session of Union congre- 
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gation. No. 6. Report of Iowa Presbytery. No. 7. Protest of 
Spears and others from Lakes Presbytery. 

It was, Resolved^ That a special Committee on the subject of 
marriage be appointed. S. O. Wylie, S. Bowden, J. Galbraith and 
M. Stewart are that committee. Paper No. 5 was referred to 
that committee. No. 6 was laid on the table forthe present. No. 
7 was referred to Committee on Discipline. 

J. M. M'Donald laid upon the table $500 from Samuel M'Uhenny 
for the Freedmen's Mission, one half for the Mission at Natchez, 
and the other half for the Mission at Washington. The money 
was placed in the hands of D. Gregg for the Treasurer. J. Stott 
laid on the table $50, a bequest to the Theolo^cal Seminary from 
the late Sarah M*Intire. It was, on motion, appropriated to the 
Endowment Fund, and placed in the hands of the Treasurer of the 
Theological Seminary. • 

• The Board of Domestic Missions reported. The report was read 
and referred to the Committee on Missions. 

The Presbyteries of the Lakes and Pittsburgh had leave to sit 
during the session of Synod. 

The subject under discussion last evening was resumed. It was 

Resolved, 1. That in view of the emiDent services of the Rev. James 
M'KinDey in disseminating and maintaining Reformation principles in this 
land, a testimonial he presented to the surviving memhers of his family. 2. 
That S. Carlisle, A. Bowden and James Wiggins, No. 90 Warren street, New 
York, be a committee to receive and invest the funds that may he raised for 
this purpose. Such sums to be forwarded to the committee on or before Oct. 
1st, 1866. 

Resolved, That a special committer be appointed to report in reference to 
the proposed Christian amendments to the Constitution of the United States. 
Said committee to report at its earliest convenience. J. Wallace, M. Wilkin 
and T. M'Connell are that committee. 

Resolved, That the Moderator he requested to deliver an address upon 
Syria and the Syrians, to the members of Synod and others, on Monday even- 
ing, at 7} o'clock. 

The Committee on the Signs of the Times reported. The re- 
port was read and accepted. While the motion for i511ing the 
blanks was pending the hour for devotional exercises arrived. 
After spending half an hour in devotional exercises Synod had a 
recess until 3 P. M. 

Same Place, 3 P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. All the members present, 
except J. M. Willson, absent on account of indisposition. Minutes 
read, amended and approved. 

The Philadelphia Presbytery had leave to sit during the sessions 
of Synod. 

Papers were received and numbered as follows : No. 8. Report 
of New York Presbytery. Laid on the table for the present. No. 
9. Memorial of the session of Slippery Eock congregation. Head 
and laid on the table for the present. No. 10. Memorial of some 
•^embers 6f the Church in Pittsburgh and Allegheny. So much 
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as refers to the publication of banns, referred to the Committee on 
Marriage, and the rest laid on the table. No. 11. Memorial of 
session of Salem congregation. Read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Discipline. No. 12. Report of Lakes Presbytery. Laid 
on the table for the present. No. 13. Letter from the Synod of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland. Read and refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Correspondence. 

Item 6 of Unfinished Business taken up. The Board of Church 
extension reported. The report was read and laid on the table for 
the present. The report of their Treasurer, which accompanied it, 
wa^ referred to the Committee on Finance. 

T. P. Stevenson presented some queries referring to the relation 
of unsettled ministers to Presbyteries, which were referred to the 
Committee on Presbyterial Reports. 

The Board of Superintendents of the Theological Seminary re- 
ported. The report was read and referred to the Committee on 
th^ Theological Seminary. 

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the Signs 
of the Times was resumed. It was 

Resolved, That the report, together with the appointment of the days to 
be observed for Thanksgivina: and Fasting, be placed in the hands of a com- 
mission of this court, with full power to act in the premises. Said commission 
consists of Professors T. Sproull and J. M. Willson, A. M. Milligan, D. Gregg 
and H. Dean. 

J. C. K. Milligan presented the following preamble and resolu- 
tion, which were adopted, and a special Committee, consisting of 
S. O. Wylie and D. Scott, was appointed to carry the resdution 
into effect. 

Whereas, The laws of Synod are scattered through the minutes of many 
years, and consequently are largely inaccessible and therefore inoperative; 
therefore, 

Eesolved, That a Committee be appointed to make a Collection and Digest 
of these laws, and report to Synod at its next meeting, that it may be pub- 
lished in future editions of the Book of Discipline. 

Report of the Board of Church Extension and Item 9 of Unfin- 
ished Business were taken up. The report was considered para- 
graph by paragraph for adoption. While this subject was under 
consideration, Synod adjourned with prayer to meet to-morrow at 
9 A.M. 

/ Samb Placb, Friday, May 25, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present except J. M. M'Donald and J. M. willson, still indisposed. 
W. P. Johnston appeared and took his seat. Minutes read, amend- 
ed and approved. Papers received and numbered as follows : 

No. 14. Report of Pittsburgh Presbytery. Laid on the table for 
the present. No. 15. Memorial of Wm. S. Eentoul on the subject 
of a revision of the Psalms. Read and laid on the table for the 
present. No. 16.. Report of Philadelphia Presbytery. Laid on the 
table for the present. No. 17. Report of Ohio Presbytery. Laid 
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on tho table for the present. No. 18. Report of Rochester Pres- 
bytery. Laid on the table for the present. 

The Board of Education reported. The report was read, laid 
on the table for the present, and made the order of the day for this 
afternoon. Order of the day called for — the hearing of Presbyte- 
rial Reports. No. 8. Report of New York Presbytery. Read and 
referred to the Committee on Presbyterial Reports. No. 16. Re- 
port of Philadelphia Presbytery. Read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Presbyterial Reports. No. 18. Report of Rochester Pres- 
bytery. Read and referred to Committee on Presbyterial Reports, 
except so much as relates to missions, which was referred to the 
Committee on Missions. No. 14. Report of Pittsburffh Presbytery. 
Read and referred to the Committee on Presbyterial Reports. No. 
17. Report of Ohio Presbytery. Read and referred to Committee on 
Presbyterial Reports. No. 12. Report of Lakes Presbytery. Read 
and referred to Committee on Presbyterial Reports, except so much 
as relates to the amendments to the IT. S. Constitution, which was 
referred to the committee on that subject: except. also, so much as 
relates to systematic beneficeiice, which was referred to a special 
Committee on that subject, consisting of J. C. Smith, J. S. T. Mil- 
ligan and II. Dean. No. 3. Report of Illinois Presbytery. Read 
and referred to Committee on Presbyterial Reports, except so much 
as relates to pastors* salaries, which was referred to the Committee 
on Systematic Beneficence. No. 6. Report of Iowa Presbytery. 
Read and referred to Committee on Presbyterial Reports, except so 
much as relates to pastors' salaries, which was referred to Commit- 
tee on Systematic Beneficence. 

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be iDstructed to report in refer- 
ence to the organization of congregations in Washington and Natchez. 

The consideration of the report of the Board of Church Exten- 
sion was resumed. After some discussion the report was again 
laid on the table for the present. 

Item 14 of Unfinished Business was taken up. The Committee 
to increase the Theological Seminary Endowment Fund reported. 
The report was read, accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

KocHESTEB, N. Y., May 25, 1866. 
To the Synod of the R*" formed Presbyterian Church now in session » ' 

The Committee appointed at the meeting of the Synod in Utica, Ohio, last 
year, to obtain subscriptions in cash to the Endowment Fund of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary, respectfully report : 

That shortly after their appointment they ascertained the condition of this 
fund to be about as follows: — 
$5,000 00 in hands of Mr. Wm. Brown, Treasurer, invested in. 5 per ct. 

Water Loan of the City of New York. 
11,200 00 in hands of Mr. Gregg, Treasurer, invested in United States 
securities. 
1,050 00 in hands of Mr. Gregg, invested in notes of hand, or judgment 

notes. 

$17,250 00 total. 
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Besides which there were in the hands of Mr. Gregg of the notes given for 
this fund, about $1,400.00. • 

The amount of notes of this kind in the hands of sessions and others, was 
estimated at about $5,000.00. 

Taking the present salaries of the Professors of the Seminary, and the in- 
cidental expenses, as the basis of the required income, it was proposed to 
endeavor to induce the makers of the notes of hand to pay these off, and to 
raise subscriptions, in cash, of say $10,000 to $12,000; thus to make the total 
investment of this fund, say $35,000.00. To this some subscriptions were 
obtained contingent upon the whole being raised. 

The plan proposed did not entirely meet the views of all the members of 
the Committee ; but it was found to be impracticable to get the Committee or 
a majority of them together for a conference upon the slibject until the pres- 
ent meeting of Synod : when it was found that some of the members had been 
able to collect something, and that all were agreed upon the great importance 
and indeed the absolute necessity of completing the work begun so long f-ince. 
The amount thus collected and paid to the Treasurer is $34.375 — and the 
makers of notes to the extent of about $1,600, were induced to pay them in 
full — of this amount about $1,000.00 appears in the Treasurer's Report just 
presented — about $600,00 having been paid since it was prepared. 

The Committee are now of opinion that this work can be done; but it is a 
work of time and patient and faithful labor — and to this end recommend the 
continuance of the Committee, substituting in the place of James Brown, Rev. 
H. H. George; of David Wallace, (resigned,) Rev. J. C. Boyd, and of Robert 
Dodds, Rev. J. Galbraith — and further, that Synod resolve to persist in the 
endeavor for the accomplishment of this matter until it is done. 

In reference to the notes given for the fund and not yet paid, the Commit- 
tee recommend, that as at the time these notes were given it was understood 
that the makers of them should pay them at their own convenience (however 
they may be drawn), that Synod direct the Committee not to press unduly the 
payment of these notes, but at the same time to present the importance of their 
being paid as rapidly as possible ; as this is in a high degree necessary to the 
success of the scheme. 

All which is respectfully submitted on behalf of the Committee. 

Walter T. Miller, Chairman. 

Synod, after spending half an hour in devotional exercises, had 
a recess until 3 P. M. 

Samk Place, 3 P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. All the members present, 
except J. S. T. Milligan, Smith, Gray and J. M. Willson, the two 
last on account of indisposition. Minutes read, amended and 
approved. 

The order of the day for this afternoon was postponed until 
Monday morning. 

Eeport of Committee on Church Extension was taken up. 
Smith appeared. After some discussion the report was adopted. 
It is as follows : 

Nbw York, May 21, 1866. 
To the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church to meet in Rochester, iV. 
y., May 23, 1866. 
The Board of Church Extension respectfully report : That the Board was 
fully organized June 7, 18G5, by the appointment of Rev. J. R. W. Sloane aa 
P^esidcDt, and Rev. J. C. K. Milligan, Secretary ; Mr. Walter T. Miller hav- 
ing been previously appointed Treasurer by Synod. 
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The Board caused a notice of its organization and of its readiness to receive 
funds to be published in the Reformed Presbyterian and Covenanter for July 
and August — subsequently a plan of operations was agreed upon, a circular 
prepared, and copies in considerable numbers distributed throughout the 
Church, together with an appeal to the brethren to take an interest in the 
work. This circular was published in the periodicar for September, and at 
the same time an appeal for funds. 

In October a formal application for assistance was made to the Board from 
the congregation at Olathe, Kansas — and subsequently a less formal but no less 
urgent one from Rev. John^Crozier, on behalf of the society at Indianapolis, 
and sanctioned by the Central Board of Domestic Missions. 

The funds received not being sufficient to meet these demands, a second 
appeal was issued in February. About this time Mr. William M'Gee, of the 
congregation of Oil City, Pa., visited New York, and applied to the officers 
of the Board for assistance for that congregation — lack of means and prior 
applications compelled the denial of hia request. Subsequently Mr. Crozier 
having made successful personal appeals throughout the Church, his applica- 
tion was considered withdrawn; and that from Olathe temporarily so, for 
reasons connected with a proposed change of the location of their proposed 
church edifice ; and a formal and regularly approved application having been 
received from the Oil City Congregation it was considered, and the sum of five 
hundred dollars was appropriated to that congregation as assistance in their 
church enterprise. 

The Board has received contributions from two individuals, and eighteen 
congregations — less than one-third of the whole number of congregations in 
the Church. 

The total receipts have been e..?795 30 

The total expenditures (for stationery, printing, postage, &c.,) 
have been , 74 10 

Net amount of funds at the disposal of the Board $721 20 

Of this there has been appropriated to Oil City Congregation 500 00 

Now on hand and unappropriated $221 20 

In conclusion, the Board are deeply convinced that the work with which 
they have been entrusted is one of vital importance to the interests of the 
Church, and tjtfat it is on all accounts desirable that every congregation should 
contribute liberally to its funds. 

There will undoubtedly be important enterprises started, and some have 
been retarded by the financial results of the war; and we should be ready to 
meet their requirements : this may ^asily be done, if the members of Synod 
will charge themselves with the responsibility of calling the attention of their 
respective congregations to the matter. 

The Board was organized in order to give assistance more promptly and 
systematically to weak congregations, and to obviate the necessity for the con- 
sumption of time and money in making personal appeals to congregations and 
individuals ; and the Board are unanimously of the opinion, that unless this 
practice is discontinued entirely, and unless Synod can devise some means by 
which the 6ontributions of the Church for these purposes shall pass through 
this Board, and the great majority of the congregations be induced to con- 
tribute liberally, the continuance of this Board will be an injury, and not a 
benefit to the Church; and would recommend that it be discontinued. The 
Treasurer's Report is submitted herewith. President. 
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Resolvedy 1. That the Committee on Finance be instructed to make esti- 
mates of the amounts needed by the respective schemes of the Church for the 
ensuing year, and to embody the same in their report. 2. That the several 
Boards be directed to include such estimates henceforth in their annual reports. 

J. S. T. Milligan appeared. 

The Committee on the Records of the Lakes Presbytery reported 
that they are correctly kept. Report accepted and adopted. 

The Committee on the records of the Rochester Presbytery re- 
ported that they are correctly kept. Report accepted and adopted. 

The Committee appointed at last meeting in reference to the 
traveling expenses of this meeting of Synod, reported. Read and 
laid on the table for the present. 

The Report of the Committee on Missions was made the order 
of the day for Monday afternoon. 

No. 14. The memorial of W. S. Rentoul, relating to aTCvision 
of the Psalms, was taken up, and it was 

Resolved, That in the judgment of this Synod, it is inexpedient to take 
any action upon this subject at present. 

Five dollars were laid on the table, from John Gillies, Vt., to be 
disposed of as Synod may direct. On motion, this sum was appro- 
priated to the Endowment Fund. 

Resolved^ That it is the sense of Synod that there will be no afternoon 
session to-morrow. 

Adjourned with prayer to meet to-morrow at 9 A. M. 

Samb Place, Saturday, May 26, a A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present except Carlisle, jN. R. Johnston, Shields and J. M. Willson, 
still absent by indisposition. The minutes were read, amended 
and approved. N. R. Johnston and Shields soon appeared. 

The certificate of the delegate — Rev. Jolin Gaston — from the 
General Synod of the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church, to this 
court, was received. On motion, the delegate was heard, and the 
Moderator and a member of the court responded. It was 

Resolved^ 1. That Synod has heard with lively and profound interest the sat- 
isfactory address of i\\L delegate of the Ref. Prot. Dutch Church, and recipro- 
cate the kind salutations of that body. Resolved, 2. That Rev. David Scott 
be appointed our delegate to the Gen. Synod of the Ref. Prot. Dutch Church 
at its next sessions. J. C. K. Milligan his alternate. 

Rev. Dr. SprouU was added to the delegation to the United 
Presbyterian General Assembly. 

The Committee on the Records of the New York Presbytery 
reported them correctly kept. Report accepted and adopted. 

The Committee on the Records of the Philadelphia Presbytery 
reported them correctlv kept. Report accepted and adopted. 

The Committee on tne Records of the Iowa Presbytery reported 
them correctly kept. Report accepted and adopted. The Com- 
mittee on the Records of the Illinois Presbytery reported them cor- 
rectly kept. Report accepted and adopted. The Committee on 
the Records of the Ohio Presbytery reported that the records had 
not been put into their hands. Report acepeted and adopted. 
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The report of the Committee on Traveling Expenses was taken 
\ip, and after some discussion was again laid on the table for the 
present 

The certificate of the delegate from the Reformed Presbyterian 
General Synod — Rev. Andrew Giftbrd Wylie — was received. On 
motion, the delegate was heard, and the Modei'ator responded. 

The following resolution, after some remarks, was adopted : 

Resolved, That Synod has heard with interest the address of the delegate of 
the General Synod of the Reformed Preshyteiian Church; that they cordiailj 
reciprocate its sentiments of Christian kindness and fraternal regards, and 
that, in order to continue this mutual Christian intercourse, a delegate be ap- 
pointed to attend the next meeting of that court. 

Rev. J. R. W*. Sloane was appointed our delegate to the Reform- 
ed Presbyterian General Synod at its next meeting. 
The following resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, 1. That a Committee be appointed to take into careful considera- 
tion the whole subject of Covenanting, and report at the next meeting of Synod, 
Revs. D. Scott, T. SprouU, J. Stott, W. Milroy, A. M. Milligan, J. M. 
Willson, and elders H. Dean, W. Magee and D. Gregg, are that Committee. 

Resolved, 2. That the form of covenant laid on the table by the delegate 
from the General Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church be referred to 
that Committee. 

The rule requiring the spending of half an hour in devotional 
exercises was suspended for the present, and the report of the 
Committee on Traveling Expenses was taken up and adopted. It 
is as follows : 

The Committee appointed at last meeting of Synod to ascertain the total 
traveling expenses of the present meeting, and distribute the expenses pro rata 
among the Presbyteries, report that we have received returns of expenses from 
forty- four members of Synod, representing thirty-four congregations. 

The total expense, as near as can be estimated, is about $2,000. 

The number of communicants reported last year is 7,647. 

The average amount required of each on the plaa proposed, is nearly forty- 
seven cents. We have taken thirty cents for convenience, as our estimates 
are of necessity only approximate. 

The following table shows th« membership in each Presbytery and the 
rateable amount assigned to each : 

New York Presbytery, number ,of communicants, 1,928 Am't assigned, $578 
Philadelphia " u u a -^^ 

Rochester « " '^ " 

Pittsburgh « " ** " 

Ohio " *^ «< " 

Lakes " " *' *< 

Illinois " " '< " 

Iowa ^' " " " 

7,647 $2,291 

We recommend the'following preamble and plan for a Synodical Traveling 

Fund : 

Whereas, The meeting of Synod is for the transaction of business in which 

the whole Church has an interest, and not merely individual members; and, 
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whereas^ the expense atteodiDg Synod has chiefly fallen npon the pastors and 
constituent memlers of Synod, who in most instances are not ahle to hear it, 
and'even in those cases where congregations have paid trayeling expenses the 
burden has fallen unequally upon the churches; and, whereas, the yoluntary 
plans formerly tried to raise a traveling fund have not been successful^ Synod 
adopts the following plan : 

1st. The whole amount of traveling expenses being ascertained at each 
meeting, shall be distributed pro rata among the several Presbyteries, the 
basis of distribution being the number of communicants reported in the statis- 
tical table of the previous Synod. 

2d.'' It shall be the duty of Presbyteries to assign this expense in the same 
proportion to each of the congregations under their care, and to direct them, 
as they are hereby directed, to raise the amount assigned and forward it to 
Synod's Finance Committee. 

3d. . The Finance Committee shall distribute this fund to the members of 
Synod on the basis of the actual expenses incurred in attending Synod. 

4th. The Clerk of Synod shall provide that every member of Synod im- 
mediately after its constitution may be furnished with a blank return for his 
expenses. Respectfully submitted, J. M'Cracken, Chairmaxt. 

The rule requiring Synod to meet at 3 P. M. was suspended, 
and Synod adjourned with prayer to meet oo Monday at 9 A. M. 

Same Pi.ace, Monday, May 28, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
t)resent except' Armour, Bowden, Frazer, B. M'Cullough, Mackie, 
Magee, M'Clure, J. W. Shaw, Sharp, T. Sproull, Williams, and J. 
M. Willson, still indisposed. Sharp, Williams and Mackie soon ap- 
peared. Minutes read and approved. 

Resolved, That the time set apart for devotional exercises be spent in 
special importunity for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, and that, after the 
adjournment of this court, a portion of time, under the direction of sessions, 
be devoted to this purpose in our respective congregations. 

The subject of the amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States was made the order of the day for to-morrow. 

A Committee, consisting of D. J. Shaw, A. Stevenson and A. 
Wright, was appointed to request a copy of the sermon preached 
last evening by J. K. W. Sloane. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence was directed to pre- 
pare a letter to the Irish Synod. 

A communication was received from the Rev. T. Hannay, a 
constituent member of this court. It was referred to a special 
Committee consisting of Professors Sproull and Willson, and D, 
Gregg. T. Sproull, Magee, B. M'Cullough, J. W. Shaw and Bow- 
den appeared. 

Item 5 of Unfinished Business was taken up. The delegation 
to visit Europe reported. The report was read, accepted, and re- 
committed for completion. 

The order of the day was called for — the report of the Board 
of Education. It was considered article by article for adoption. 
While the first article was under consideration, the hour for devo- 
tional exercises arrived. Synod, having spent an hour in devo- 
tional exercises, had recess until 3 P. M. 
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SiMi Place, 3 P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. All the members present, 
except J. A. Thompson and J. M; Willson, still indisposed. 
Thompson soon appeared. Minutes read, amended and approved. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence reported a letter to 
the Scottish Synod, which was adopted. It is as follows : 

LETTER TO THE SCOTTISH SYNOD. 

RocHBSTFR, May 28, 1866, 
To the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Scotland : 

Dear Brethren — The letter of your Committee has come to hand and 
been duly read before orfr Synod. We cordially reciprocate its sentiments of 
Christian kindness and sympathy. We rejoice to hear that you are still able 
to maintain a testimony for the cause of Christ, and that your hands still bear 
aloft the banner on which is inscribed ''Christ's Crown and Covenant." There 
are times in the great moral and spiritual conflict in which the Church is en- 
gaged, when to maintain a position is equivalent to victory; when not to be 
overcome is to conquer. It is one of the chief grounds of confidence in our 
King, that it' is his prerogative to accomplish his purposes whether by many 
or by few, and that even **one with him is the majority." *< Worm Jacob 
shall thresh the mountain." We are pleased to hear of the cordial sympathy 
existing between yourselves and the brethren in Ireland, and of the assistance 
which they have been enabled to afford you in the time of your need. " Behold 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity." 
We trust that you wiU soon be enabled to carry out your purpose to unite in 
a foreign mission. The reflex benefit of engaging in such a W(^rk we have 
found that it would be almost impossible to exaggerate. 

We are gratified to hear that with the action of our Synod upon the subject 
of the war you are in general satisfied. You will not consider it discourteous 
that we decline to enter further into the discussion which occupies so^large a 
place in the letter of your Committee. " Let the dead past bury its dead." 

In our present condition there is much cause for thankfulness to the Father 
of mercies. Our diversities of opinion with reference to our recent struggle 
have produced no alienation of feeling ; the brotherly covenant has not been 
broken, and there has perhaps been no period in the history of the Church in 
this country in which we were more closely united in the maintenance of our 
principles and the advancement of the kingdom of Christ. 

Our Theological Seminary is in a pro^iperous condition. There were twelve 
students in attendance during the last terra. We regret to have to inform 
you that the health of Prof. Willson is not firm. We trust, however, that in 
answer to the prayers of the' Church, he will soon be restored, and prepared to 
enter, as heretofore, upon the discharge of his duties at the opening of the 
next term of the Seminary. 

We are still engaged with gratifying success in the prosecution of the work 
of missions among the Freed men. As a race they are kind, docile, and suscept- 
ible, to a remarkable degree, of religious impressions, manifest the greatest 
eagerness for education, and give every reason to hope that they are destined 
in the providence of God to play an important part in the establishment of 
the Redeemer's kingdom. We have several of more than ordinary promise in 
the literary institution at North wood, prosecuting studies with special refer- 
ence to labors among their own people. 

With the condition and prospects of our Foreign Mission you are doubtless 
well acquainted. God has done great things for us, whereof we are glad. In 
addition to the four already in the field, the Board have secured the services 
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of a lady well qualified to take charge of a girl's school, who will enter upon 
her work at the earliest convenient opportunity. The Senior Missionary, Mr. 
Dodds, and family, are now with us on a visit. His presence is encourag- 
ing and refreshing to us all, &nd his labors are being blessed in exciting the 
Church to a still greater zeal in the prosecution of the great work to which he 
is devoted. 

In public affairs there is little change since our last. The country is unfor- 
tunate in its chief magistrate. President Johnson throws the weight of his 
official position against the Freedmen, and in favor of their old oppressors. 
We are blessed, however, in an able and patriotic Congress, who are not in- 
sensible to the claims of the emancipated upon the country, and who seem 
determined, unbribed by official influence and unawed by official power, to 
secure them in the enjoyment of, at least, their civil rights. 

The subject of so amending the Constitution of the United States that it 
shall contain an acknowledgment of God, his law, and his Son, is attract- 
ing considerable attention. We cannot say that the public mind is fully 
awakened to the importance of this great question. '^The morning com- 
eth, and also the night." The tendency, however, is in the right direction. 
We would not be unduly sanguine, but what our eyes have seen of the glory 
of the God of Providence within the few past years encourages us tp hope that 
to^ will accomplish also this. 

In conclusion, we would express our sense of your kindness to our delegates 
while in your land during last summer, and would be glad to welcome one or 
more of your number to our own shores. 

^ J. R. W. Sloane, Chairman, 

The special Committee on Systematic Beneficence reported. 
The report was read, accepted and laid on the table for the present. 

The report of the Deputation to visit Europe, &c. was returned 
complete, and laid on the table for the present. 

The Committee on Finance reported. The report was read, ac- 
cepted and laid on the table for the present. 

James M'Clure took his seat as the alternate of John M'Clure, 
delegate from Syracuse. 

The Committee on Discipline reported. The report was read, 
accepted and laid on the table for the present. 

The special Committee on the subject of Marriage reported. 
The report was read, accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on Marriage report, that two papers bearing on this subject 
have been referred to them — one from Pittsburgh and Allegheny Congrega- 
tion, signed by seventeen members of the Church, and the other from the ses- 
sion of Union Congregation. These petitioners memorialize Synod either to 
return to the former usage of requiring the proclamation of banns three several 
Sabbaths in the congregation previous to the solemnization of marriage, or to 
adopt and enjoin the observance of some method better suited to secure the 
end sought by the regulation lately repealed. 

The Committee are impressed with the gravity and importance of thi>> whole 
subject. An institution of such vital interest to the parties immediately 
concerned, and affecting in so many ways the peace of families and the well- 
being of society, ought to be shielded by every safe-guard that either ecclesi-' 
astical or civil authority can place around it. Difficult as it must be in any 
case to suggest the effectual preventives against rash and improper marriages, 
it is made doubly so, if not wholly impracticable, by the inadequacy of civil 
statutes on the subject^ and the indiscriminate manner in which ministers 
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and other authorized persons receive applications for their services in perform- 
ing the marriage ceremony. That movements are making in some instances 
by the legislative authority of the country for a reform in this direction and 
for greater stringency in marriage laws, should be hailed with satisfaction, and 
deserves all the encouragement that can be given. The Committee are not 
prepared to recommend to Synod a return to the old law requiring proclama- 
tion of banns, satisfied tbat in the present state of sentiment and feeling, both 
in the Church and out of it, it must fail to secure the end desired by us all ; 
neither are they prepared, partly from want of time, to submit a plan to Synod 
for its approval and adoption different from that now on the books. The Com- 
mittee recommend the adoption of the following : 

^1, That io view of the divine institution of marriage and its vital connec- 
tion with the happiness of families and the well-being of society, it is the delib- 
erate judgment of this'Synod that the purpose of entering into it should in 
every case have due publicity. 

2. That Synod approve of the proposed amendments to the marriage code 
in the State of Pennsylvania, in so far as they are calculated to secure this 
end or otherwise guard against and prevent rash and clandestine marriages. 

8. That our ministers are enjoined to exercise the utmost caution, and in 
no case to solemnize marriage without satisfactory evidence that the parties 
are of age and that no obstacles are in the way. 

4. That Synod prepare and publish an address on the subject of marriage, 
particularly with reference to alliance by members of the Church with non- 
professors and with persons of irreligious and godless character. 

5. That Presbyteries be directed to bring this whole subject to'^he atten- 
tion of the legislative authorities of the States, so far as practicable, and spe- 
cially the importance of requiring by statute due publicity to all marriages be- ' 
fore their solemnization. Samuel 0. Wylib, Chairman. 

Order of the day called for — the report of the Committee on 
Missions. The Committee on Missions reported. The report was 
considered article by article for adoption. While the article on 
Foreign Missions was under consideration, Synod adjourned with 
prayer to meet to-morrow at 9 A. M. 

Samb Place, Tuesday, .May 29, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present except Beattie, M'Millan and J. M. "Willson, still indis- 
posed. Beattie and M'Millan soon appeared. Minutes read, 
amended and approved. The special Committee on Temperance 
reported. The report was read, accepted and adopted. It is as 
follows: 

The Committee on Temperance beg leave to present the following report : 
Whereas, The use of intoxicating liquors as a beverage is a sin against God, 
in direct violation of explicit and repeated deliverances of this Synod, and 
ruinous to man's temporal and eternal interests; and whereas, this sinful 
aikl perDicious practice is alarmingly on the increase in society, and is mak- 
ing rapid and effective inroads upon the church of Christ, and thereby cor- 
rupting her members, exhausting her resources, and paralyzing her benevo- 
lent and Christian efforts ; and whereas, intemperance is the fruitful source 
of disease, of pennry and crime, and in its fearful ravages is annnally carry- 
ing tens of thousands down into the drunkard's grave, and in its native ten- 
dency leading the youth to indifference in regard to religion, to dissipation, 
and the numerous and dangerous social vices which issue in disaster and eternal 
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ruin; and whereas, there is acnlpable indifference among the members of the 
church in regard to the sin of using intoxicating drinks as a beverage; and a 
want of a bold practical testimoay against this debasing and perilous practice ; 
and whereas, the present temperance movement in society is affording Chris- 
tians an opportunity to renew their efforts for the extirpation of this gigantic 
curse from the church and the land. Therefore, 

Resolved f 1. That this Synod hereby reiterates its direct and emphatic 
testimony against the sin of selling ind using intoxicating liquors as a 
beverage. 

Resohedy 2. That sessions be directed to make a searching investigation 
of this sinful practice among the members under their care, and where it is 
found, apply the discipline of the Lord's house. 

Resolvedf 3. That ministers, elders and members be directed to use all law- 
fj^l, means for efficiently aiding the cause of temperance, and warned against 
signing petitions for license, or doing any thing that would countenance the 
sale or use of intoxicating drinks as a beverage. 

Resolvedy 4. That parents be warned against the practice of furnishing or 
allowing intoxicating liquors as a beverage in the family or at their social par- 
ties and entertainments ; and that the youth be urged to discountenance the 
drinkiog practices which are so common in the social circle and the ordinary 
walks of life, and to shun those fascinating customs and temptations with 
which so many are ensnared and ultimately ruined. 

Kespectfully submitted, J. Renwick Thompson, Chairman, 

D. J. Shaw, from the committee appointed to request a copy of 
the sermon preached on Sabbath evening, reported that Mr. Sfoane 
had consented to place a copy of his sermon at the disposal of 
Synod. A committee, consisting of W. T. Miller, H. Carlisle and 
M. O'Neill, was appointed to superintend the publication of the 
sermon. 

The committee on the Christian Amendments to the United 
States Constitution reported. The report was read and accepted. 
The order of the day on this subject was postponed. 

The subject of Missions was resumed. After discussion the 
report was amended and adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on Missions respectfully report : We recommend the ap- 
proval and publication of the reports of the Board of Foreign, Freedmen's 
and Domestic Missions, affording is they do much desirable information and 
true encouragement to the whole church. The importance of the work itself-^ 
the providence of God so peculiarly favorable — and the fact that during the 
past year, in every department of the Mission fund, the disbursements have 
exceeded the receipts, should stimulate to an enlarged liberality among the 
people, that adequate means may be promptly furnbhed and due encourage- 
ment be given tu our dear brethren and sisters in the Home and Foreign field, 
and that the blessing of the Lord' of the vineyard may be richly enjoyed. 
As to the Domestic Missions, we recommend : 

1. That an efficient ministerial laborer be immediately employed in the 
West, at a salary of not less than six hundred dollars^ and net expenses of 
traveling paid. 

2. That measures be taken to erect and famish a suitable mission house 
in Washington City, at a probable cost of $3,000, according to the means of 
the Board, economy and permanence being duly considered. 

3. That the Mission at Natchez be carefully nurtured^ and if possible a 
room be procured or erected for the Wall Street school. 

14 
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4. That the propriety of the organization of congregations at Washington 
and Natchez be referred to the Board. 

5. That the salary of the superintendents at Washington City and Natchez 
being inadequate, be raised to twelve hundred dollars. 

6. That the Indianapolis Mission be referred to the Board, with instructions 
to snstain the preaching of the gospel there, and when an organization of a con- 
gregation is required, to accomplish that through the Presbytery of the Lakes. 

As to the Foreign Mission, we recommend : 

1. That the plan, lately adopted in Syria, of establishing schools at im- 
portant points in the mission field, be specially commended. 

2. That the claims of the Girl's school are entitled to primary regard, and 
that liberal contributions be cheerfully made to maintain this department of 
the Mission. ^ 

3. That the necessity of additional buildings at the probable cost of fine 
thousand dollars, be left to the Beard, with the hope that this dU'posal of 
it may stimulate those to whom God has given bountifully, to acts of ohivrac- 
teristic beneficence. 

4. That our brother, Rev. R. J. Dodds, extend his visits as far as practicable 
throughout the Church, that we may see his face, and fill his handb with sub- 
stantial tokens of our love for the touls of men and our sympathy with those 
who are engaged in missionary labors. W. F. George, Chairman, 

REPORT OF CENTRAL BOARD OF DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

To the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of U. S.A.,in session 
at Rochester^ N. Y. : 

The Central Board of Domestic Missions respectfully report—;^ 

That we have under our superintendence the Domestic Missions in the West 
and North-west, and among the freediuen in Natchez, Miss, and Washington, 
D. C. The total receipts for Domestic Missions since our last report amount to 
$771.48. Total expenses, $815.85. Balance in treasury, $491.01. Total 
receipts for Freedmen's Mission, $6,252.15. Expenses, $8,975.91. Balance 
due our treasurer, $535.09. 

Of the mission in the West, we have but little to report. At the date of our 
last. Rev. W. W. M'Millan was missionating principally at Olathe, Katisas. 
The society at this point grew, and was organized into a congregation early 
last summer. Subsequently a call was presented to Rev. M'Millan, which he 
accepted, and his connection with the Board ceased. Rev. J. A. Thompson 
was appointed in June last to labor in the North-west. His principal station 
was Janesville, Wis., where he spent the greater part of his time, occasionally 
preaching at Elliota, Minn, and other minor stations. Tbib spring Mr. Thomp- 
son resigned to accept a call from Londonderry, 0. congregation. His resigna- 
tion was accepted. A requett for preaching, signed by six residents of Elliota, 
Minn., in which they agree to pay a missionary $300 for one year, was laid 
before the board at its meeting iu April, and is now referred to Synod. The 
Board deems it important that this field should be occupied at once by an 
energetic missionary. Both of those appointed received calls which they 
accepted, and the Board has been unable to supply the vacancy. Besides 
Janesville and £lliota, there are sundry smaller stations that ought to be do- 
vel(»ped. 

Our missions among the Freedmen have been and are highly prosperous. 
There are employed at Natchez, Miss., Hev. J. M. Johnston, superintendent, 
the Mioses E. Morrison, M. Sterrett, S. J. Speers, R. B. Speers, J. Halliday and 
M. J. Jamison, all of whom have been employed during the year, except Miss 
M. Sterrett, who left in the month of March last. Mr. D. C. Faris filled the 
position of superintendent until the arrival of Rev. Johnston in September 
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last. He was assisted daring the summer vacatioD by Mr. Isaiah Faris and 
the Mi-tses Halliday and Jamison. Through their efforts, the work of the 
mission was continued at a time when such operations are usually suspended. 
The salaries are as follows, viz., of superintendent, $1,000 and boarding paid ; 
of the teachers, $240 and boarding pa'd until January last, when they 
were advanced to $480-s-they to pa^ their own boarding. Until December 
last, Goyernment buildings were occupied, both as schools and for boarding 
the teachers; then, however, the buildings were restored to the original 
owners, and it was necessary to meet this change in affairs promptly. Our su- 
perintendent, Mr. Johni>ton, acted with wisdom and energy, secured an eligible 
lot at the rental of $100 per year, bonowed at a very low rate of interest from 
the colored Baptist Congregation of Natchez the sum needed for cost of build- 
ing, and had the schoob in operation in an incredibly short time. All this 
was done without aoy assistance from the Board, which had no means to aid 
in the work, and could only ^ive its sanction to Mr. Johnston's course. He 
is certainly entitled to muih praise for his ei^er^y and promptness in a really 
trying crittiH of the mission. The outlay for the building was $800, including 
one year's rent of lot, which has been all paid by moneys received for tuition 
from the various schools, except $100 received from the North. The following 
is the condition of the schools at this point at the present time : In the school 
kept in the building referred to, there are enrolled two hundred names ; the 
average attendance is 150. It is superintended by Rev. Johnston, assisted by 
Miss Halliday and two teachers from other societies. The school in Wall 
street Baptist church is taught by Miss Liziie Morrison, and nu|pbers seven- 
ty-five. This room will have to be vacated at the close of the term, and if the 
school is to be continued, another building will have to be erected. The 
school in Yidalia, across the river, is taught by the Misses S. and R. B. Speers, 
and numbers one hundred and fifty. A claims of about forty-five has beeix 
kept up among the colored soldiers here located, taught by Miss Jamison, and 
at night by superintendent and Miss Halliday. This, however, will soon be 
discontinued, as the regiment will be mustered out. The attendance at Sab- 
bath school has been good, and much interest manifested in the exercises. 
The schools will all have to be discontinued during the summer vacation, as 
none of the teachers are willing to remain. The moral tone of the colored 
people is not very hi^h; it is, however, capable of improvement. They are 
mostly Baptists and Methodists, a very few Presbyterians. Efforts are now 
making to form a union between the colored and white churches, and it is to 
be feared the colored people will be led into it — the whites will impose on 
th^m. The former are buying the right to worship part of the time in the 
white M. E. church, and one of the conditions is that all white Northern 
preachers are to be excluded. They need a few lessons yet before they learn 
who are their true friip^nds. The whites are a little more favorably disponed 
toward us than formerly, but take no interest in our work ; and, although ad- 
mitring the necessity of instructing the freed people, evidently cordially hate 
all Yankee teachers. 

In Washington, D. 0., the Mission corps consists of Rev. J. M Armour, 
superintendent, at a salary of $1,000 per annum ; teachers, the Misses S. 
Clough, M. J. DivoU and S. E. Mor^e, at a salary each of $480 per annum. 
Two of the latter expect to leave this summer. In anticipation of this. Miss 
Helen M. Johnston was elected, and is now at her post. The remaining va- 
cancy will be filled in due time. Miss Duncan has been employed for some 
time in relieving the physical necessities of the destitute, tier salary is paid 
out of a fund provided for this purpose under control of the superintendent. 
The ftillowing extracts from a letter of Rev. Armour, dated 4th inst., will 
Bhow the condition and working of the schools of this mission, which are 
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highly eDCOuraging : '^ The whde nnmher of sohoJiptrs present at any time in 
the day school since the commencement of the present term, has heen two 
hundred and forty, average daily attendance one hundred and sixty (there are 
usually from six to twelve adults in the day school) ; of these, twenty are in 
the alphabet, one hundred and forty in reading, one hundred in arithmetic, 
forty-one in geography and forty-four in writing.- The Bible is read in course 
every morning, at the opening of the school. The Ch)spels, Acts of the Apos- 
tles, Book of benesis, and other portions of Scripture, have been read, or rather 
studied, the scholars attending as a large Bible class with lively interest. 
The Psalms are sung every morning, the children learning the tune set to each 
Psalm, and becoming sufficiently familiar with the words to be able afterward 
to sing without lining. In this way they have proceeded as far as the 35th 
Psalm. We have now four roon», in which each teacher has charge of thirty 
to fifty scholars (the plan of collecting a large number of colored children in 
one room is now generally abandoned). We have a large room for general 
exercise. A\'e have night school twice a week, Tuesday and Friday. The 
attendance was formerly from forty to fifty ; it has been for some time from 
seventy five to eighty. Nearly all of these are adults, working men and 
women, many of them in middle age, and some advanced in years, mothers, 
and grandmothers, with spectacles. They learn reading, writing, and some- 
thing of arithmetic and geography. The blackboard and oral instruction are 
used in teaching arithmetic. A fine set of Colton's maps, donated to the mis- 
sion by a benevolent friend in New York, is of great use in teaching geogra- 
phy. The p«dse worthy diligence of the night scholars receives its usual 
reward in the substantial attainments made, slowly but surely. Hard working 
m,en of fifty and even sixty years of age learn to read easily, to write a fair 
handy to spell correctly, and use readily the simple rules of arithmetic. The 
unfeigned satisfaction they take in making these attainments is evident to all. 
I can only add my testimony to that of hundreds of others who have labored 
among the i&eed people, that they learn as readily as white people, and that 
they generally manifest a far greater eagerness to learn than ignorant whites, 
whether native or foreign. Besides our night school we have other meetings, 
in which instructions of a more varied kind are given, something correspond- 
ing to a course of lectures. To keep up the interest of these meetings, per- 
sons transiently in the city are invited to lecture. The colored people, who 
as yet read little of the news, enjoy these lectures very much. In the Sab- 
bath school for the past six months, we have had a steady increase in the 
attendance and in the interest taken in the services. We have ten regularly 
organized classes, each numbering from ten to thirty scholars. Of these, two 
are Bible classes consisting of adults, who study the word of God with deep 
interest. Their former ignorance 4san scarcely be exaggerated. The 'lack 
of knowledge,' so bewailed in Scripture, is here realized. It will take 
years of patient toil to impart even a general knowledge of Scripture history 
and doctrii^e to this people. The attendance for some time past has been 
about one hundred and seventy-five. These are for the most part from the 
better class of the people. ' There is a large class outside, who, through igno- 
rance and degradation, are sunk in indolence and even vice. The Sabbath 
school we are now training, it is hoped and believed, will operate fav(»rably on 
this class. Only a few Sabbaths ago, I appealed to the scholars to invite 
others to come with them ; on the next Sabbath many came bringing with 
them one, two, three and even five. It would be well for the friends of the mis- 
sion to consider that each scholiyr trained in a mission Sabbath school may in an 
important sense become a missionary himself. The liberal supply of Bibles 
and Testaments, books and tracts, furnished by the friends of the mission, have 
enabled us to carry on our missi(m work to better advantage than we could 
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otherwise have done. It is well known to the Board that one great want of 
the mission is a suitable building and appropriate furniture for conducting the 
schools. The prospects seem to me to be such as to encourage to renewed 
exertions. It is the object of the earnest friends of the Freedmen, to dem- 
onstrate in the Capital of the nation the capacity of the colored people. To 
this end, with commendable rivalry, a number of associations sustained by 
churches in New England, New York and Pennsylvania, are striving to make 
the Freedmen's schools, model schoob. They spend money very ^eely and 
spare no pains to insure success. Unless our Church is prepared to enter very 
heartily upon the work, or rather to prosecute vigorously the work but be- 
gun, we shall not only suffer disgrace in the comparison with others, but will 
fail to perform a duty plainly placed before us." 

This is a somewhat lengthy extract, but shows the condition, wants and 
prospects of the mission, and precludes the necessity of any further report. 

Owing to high rent and the extravagant price of boarding, it was deemed 
economy to erect a building for the accommodation of those employed at 
Washington. A member of the Board, Mr. H. Dean, was sent to purchase 
a suitable lot and make arrangements for the erection of a building, which he 
did, and Mr. Armour was empowered to act as the agent of the Board in super- 
intending the work, &c. He, with commendable promptness, made a contract 
with a colored carpenter, Mr. J. Johnston, who finished the building in due 
time, to the entire satisfaction of Mr. Armour. The original intention was 
to expend $1,600, but owing to high prices of material and labor, the ex- 
pense was considerably increased. The whole amount expended for this pur- 
pose was $2,446.14. The greater part of this was promptly furnished by 
friends of the cause in New York, Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Allegheny, 
and vicinity. We have the satisfaction of knowing that our missionaries are 
comfortably situated, at a much less expense in living than by either renting 
or boarding, and, also, that the property will be worth its cost at any time. 

In closing this rather lengthy report, it would seem hardly necessary to call 
your attention to the condition of the treasury, and the urgent necessity for 
continued and increased liberality on the part of the Church. A good be- 
ginning, no more, has been made. Shall it be said the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church began to build, but was not able to finish ? We hope for better things. 
Respectfully submitted, William Wills, Sec'y. 

Allkghbnt, Pbnn'a., May 14th, 1866 . 

REPORT OP THE BOARD OP FOREIGN MISSIONS. 

In presenting to Synod another annual statement of the condition and 
claims of its Foreign Mission, the Board are deeply sensible of their own and 
of the obligations of the whole Church to profound gratitude to Almighty God. 
The past year has been signalized by conspicuous tokens of divine goodness 
and favor toward the mission. On no previous occasion have we been able to 
speak of it in words of so much encouragement and hope. We can point to 
a new and important epoch in its history. 

The actual and proper field of our mission lies in the northern part of Syria, 
extending some 80 miles from north to south and about 45 miles from east to 
west. There are only two towns of any importance in the whole district, 
Latakiyeh, the Laodicea of Seleucus Nicator, and Jebileh, anciently called 
Gabala. Both these are on the Mediterranean coast, the former 120 miles north 
from Beirut, and 60 miles south of Antioch, where the disciples were first 
called Christians ; the latter some 78 miles further south. Latakiyeh, compris- 
ing some 15;000 or 20,000 inhabitants, is the present centre of our missionary 
operations. The entire mission field includes a population of near 200,000, of 
whom .70,000 are Nusairii. The Muslim element is numerically about the same, 
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and the different Christian sects h^lf as many more. In the extreme south 
there exists a remnant, about 10,000 in number, of the old Assassins — a sect hav- 
ing something in coaamon with the Nusairiyeh, the pagans of Syria, but a much 
more debasing theology and ritual. It is apparent from this sketch, that with 
the present force the operations of the mission are and must be yery limited 
relatively both to the field and its population. 

It is now ten years since the organization of the mission, and the interest 
manifested in it from the first by the people continues unabated. No time has 
it flagged even for an hour. Every demand made by it upon their sympathy 
and liberality has been promptly -met. We are able to say what perhaps no 
other Church in the country can do in regard to its foreign work, no year has 
closed upon us with an indebted or even exhausted treasury. The total receipts 
for the last year are (J4,366y®5®u) ^^^' thousand three hundred and sixty-six dol- 
lars and ninety-eight cents. The total expenditures, including salaries for the 
missionaries, purchase, of medicines, outlays incident to the mission schools, 
extra expense incurred by the return of one of the mission families, ($5,740j^g^) 
five thousand seven hundred and forty dollars and ninety cents, leaving a ca3h 
balance on hand at the close of the fiscal year, April 20, of ($2,705^^^) two 
thousand seven hundred and five dollars and forty seven cents. . The disburse- 
ments during the year were ($l,373j^,fu) one thousand three hundred and sev- 
enty-three dollars and ninety-two cents in excess of the receipts. While the 
cost of remittance has not been so great as during some previous years, owing 
to the large abatement in the price of gold, the expenses of the mission, in con- 
sequence of its enlarged operations, is constantly augmenting. This is matter 
for congratulation, not regret, to the Church. It is one among many other in- 
dications of the growing prosperity of the mission. As the faniily becomes 
more numerous the expenditures of the household are proportionately increased. 
It is in this light the Church views the case, for every additional outlay has 
been anticipated and provided for by her enlarged contributions. The cost of 
living in Syria, as in this country, has of late largely increased, and is due 
partly to the same cause — the influence of the great American war. Under 
these circumstances the Board have found it necessary to make an addition to 
the salaries of the missionaries, advancing it from ($900) nine hundred to 
($1,000) one thousand dollars in gold value. The annual remittance for sala- 
ry of each missionary is now (£200) two hundred pounds sterling, instead of 
(£180) one hundred and eighty as heretofore. 

We have had the great satisfaction of welcoming back for a time into our 
midst, the senior member of the mission,. Rev. Robert J. Dodds, with his fami- 
ly, consisting of wife and four children. Mr. Dodds sailed from Latakiyeh in 
August of last year and reached this country about the last of October, having 
spent a few weeks in Ireland. After a short interval of rest and of attention 
to personal and domestic duties, Mr. Dodds entered on a tour through the church 
with a view of awakening a wider and deeper interest in favor of the mission. 
The efforts made in this direction thus far have been encouragingly successful. 
Mr. Dodds proposes to visit as many of our congregations as he can during the 
summer and autumn, and to plead before them the interests of .the mission. 
Unless providentially hindered, he will return to Syria about the close of the 
year. The latest intelligence from the mission families still in the field is sat- 
isfactory as regards health. They have enjoyed, under the divine favor and 
protection, singular exemption from sickness during the year, except in the 
case of Mrs. Metheny, who was long and dangerously ill. It was feared at 
one time that she might not recover, but the Lord was pleased to have mercy 
upon her, and not upon her only, but upon us all. She is now fully restored, 
and is giving herself to the work of the Master with the zeal of a new conse- 
cration. ^ Serious apprehensions were felt during the last summer of a'visita- 
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tion from cholera. The pestilence hovered on dark wings over Syria, and at 
one or two points not far distant from Latakijeh it walked in darkness ^nd wasted 
at the noonday, but was not permitted once to come nigh unto them. In the 
complete exemption of the mission field from this terrible scourge, notwithstand- 
ing its ravages in contiguous places, we recognize another of those marked 
providences by which the mission has been signalized from its commencement 
and during the alm-^st entire course of its progress. 

The operations of the mission since our last report have been very consider- 
ably enlarged. After looking at all the aspects of the case with prayerful con- 
sideration, Mr. Beattie and Dr. Metheny were fully satisfied that the time had 
oome when missionary work must be prosecuted beyond the limits of Latakiyeh. 
They resolved accordingly upon the establishment of out stations and the or- 
ganization of schools. Arrangements having been completed, schools were opened 
at different points in the Nusairiyeh Mountains in the early part of the month 
* of October. The results have justified the movement. made in this direction. 
The locations of the schools and the number of pupils in attendance upon each 
at the first of March, are as follows: Jendariyeh 13, Kardaha 17, B'hamra 
15^ Bur 12. The total attendance at the date mentioned, in these mountain 
schools, was 57, and except in three or four cases the mission was at no expense 
in providing for them. Three of the teachers placed in immediate charge of 
these schools are converts — admitted by profession and baptism to the fellow- 
ship of the Church. Salim Salik teaches at Jendariyeh, Salim Khaleijeh at 
Kardaha, Yasip JedSed at B'hamra. Asaad Kanaan, who has charge of the 
school at Bur, though not yet a member of the church, is an applicant for bap- 
tism — with prospect of soon being admitted to this visibla,seal of the covenant. 
His qualifications otherwise are approved. All these schools are patronized 
by the peasantry of the country for whose benefit they were established, and 
are from ten to thirty miles distant from Latakiyeh. The school in the latter 
place continues encouragingly prosperous. The average attendance of pu- 
pils in the boys' department is about (25) twenty- five. 

In view of our repeated disappointments to secure the establishment of a 
girls' school, it is with more than ordinary satisfaction that we are. able to 
say that this object has at length been attained. Impressed with the great im- 
portance of such an agency to the success of the mission, the missionaries ini- 
tiated measures which issued in the opening of a school for girls in the month 
of November. A lady teacher was obtained from Beirut and placed in tempora- 
ry charge of it. Its success thus far has exceeded anticipation. There are 
some (40) forty names upon the roll ot pupils, and the eagerness evinced by 
them for knowledge contrasts favorably with even that of the boys. These indica- 
tions are regarded by the missionaries as highly auspicious, and they feel great- 
ly encouraged by them in the prosecution of their work. Moved by these 
cheering tidings, and knowing the anxitty of Synod in regard to the matter, 
the Board has not ceased at any time its endeavor to secure the services of a 
competent person for this department of the mission. Success has at length 
rewarded our efforts. The appointment of female teacher has been offered to 
and accepted by Miss Rebecca Crawford, of the 1st Congregation, Philadelphia, 
a young lady of proficient scholarship and good accomplishments, experienced 
as a teacher of youth, and we have reasop also to believe thoroughly devoted 
to her Master's work. It is expected that she will accompany Mr. Doddsand 
family on theii return to Syria during the ensuing autumn. The salary allowed 
by the Board is ($400) four hundred dollars, or in exchange, (£80) eighty 
pounds sterling. 

Within a few months the attendance upon the preaching of the word on the 
Sabbath has increased to an extent that we cannot regard in any other light 
than extraordinary. From less than a dozen the audienc#had grown to forty 
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and then to sixty persons, with prospect of still larger numbers. Whatever 
may come of this, and whatever may be the influences immediately at work in 
bringing it about, it is indisputably the Lord^s doing and it is marvelous in our 
eyes. The people, disgusted with the extortion and oppression of the priests, 
are openly threatening to leave them and go over to the Protestants, whose re- 
ligion they say without hesitation is better than their own. Thi^ state of feel- 
ing has naturally awakened the most intense jealousy upon the part-of the ec- 
clesiastics whose craft is in imminent jeopardy. The most determined attempt 
has been made by the recently appointed Greek Bishop to break down the 
schools. All kinds of measures except virtuous ones have been resorted to 
for this purpose. But the wrath of man has redounded to the praise of God, 
for the opposite effect from that intended has been produced. There are many 
adversaries, but a wide door and effectual has, despite their efforts, been opened 
before Christ's servants. In the month of August last the saicrament of the 
Lord's Supper was dispensed in Latakiyeh to (11) eleven persons in all, of whom 
seven were natives, and it is noteworthy that the quickened impulse of the mis- 
sion was coincident with the observance of that solemn ordinance. The Lord's 
death was showed forth, and the power of his cross has since been more evi- 
dently manifested. 

The necessity of initiating measures looking to the erection of buildings 
at an early day for the accommodation of the mission, has of late been forced 
upon the attention of the Board. After careful deliberation, we have come 
to the conclusion that it cannot without damage to the interests of the mission 
be longer delayed. The building now used for this purpose is unequal to the 
necessities of the case. The large increase in the number of pupils in the 
school, as also of auditors on the Sabbatli, makes it imperatively necessary to 
provide more ample accommodations. The lease under which the property 
now occupied for mission purposes is held, will expire in about a year from the 
present time, and from the demand for houses, it is anticipated that there will 
be difficulty in securing any place at all suitable, without the payment of ex- 
orbitant rent — possibly not even on this condition. A contingency of this 
kind should be timeously provided for and placed beyond the possibility of 
occurrence. It is believed, too, that the moral effect of owning mission proper- 
ty will be good. It will give to the work a character of permanency which it 
can hardly otherwise have. So long as the mission is without premises of its 
own — dependent upon the will of others for facilities for prosecuting its work, 
it is looked upon by the popular mind with a feeling of insecurity, and is re- 
garded as something merely temporaj^ and liable at anytime to be removed. Con- 
fidence in its continuance will be gr^itly strengthened by the purchase of ground 
and the erection of the necessary buildings for mission accommodation. In addi- 
tion to the considerations mentioned, it may be observed that the growing com- 
mercial importance of Latakiyeh is rapidly appreciating the value of property 
and enhancing the <$ost of improvements. Under these circumstances delay is 
likely to result in pecuniary detriment. Influenced by these reasons, the 
Board have determined to make an appeal to the Church for special funds to 
provide mission premises, and have authorized Mr. Dodds to solicit contribu- 
*tions for this purpose. It is estimated that from ($4,000) four to ($5,000) 
five thousand dollars, probably about the latter sum, will be sufficient to meet 
the required outlay. We have not permitted ourselves to doubt for a moment that 
the means will be speedily forthcoming when the Church is apprised of the 
object for which her benefactions are solicited. We believe, indeed, that the 
. people will rejoice in the opportunity of communicating for such a purpose, 
and that they will rejoice afterward because they have offered with a perfect 
heart willingly unto the Lord. Profoundly impressed with the importance of 
this step, l^t the Clfdrch seek divine guidance and co-operation. ^^ Except the 
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Lord build the house they labor in vain that build it." Already both the sacra- 
ments and seals of the new covenant have been dispensed on those distant 
shores according to the law of the house, and what if our eyes shall soon see 
there a temple rising in the midst of an idolatrous and pagan people, in which 
Christ Jesus our Lord, in the fullness of his threefold office, shall be adored, 
worshiped and served. 

There are indications in divine Providence auspicious of good to Syria— -of 
the approach of brighter and happier days to its deluded people. The stupor 
that has for ages benumbed the conscience and paralyzed the spiritual nature, 
promises ere long to be completely and finally broken. There are signs of 
awakening over all the country. They are seen in a growing dissatisfaction 
with the superstitious religions that have for successive centuries prevailed. 
The people feel as they have never done before the utter insufficiency of the 
existing systems of religious belief. They are seen in the undisguised com- 
plaints and even threats against the priesthood and other religious orders. 
They are seen in an increasing thirst after light and knowledge — ^the cravings 
of the moral nature after something that will satisfy. In Latakiyeh, where not 
long since religiuus books could scarcely be given away, they are now 'eagerly 
sought after and freely purchased — our missionaries within a short time having 
sold to the amount of hundreds of piastres. By a singular adjustment of 
Providence, too, this widespread longing after a higher knowledge is awakened 
just at the time when the word of life, by the patient toil and labor of years, 
is in readiness for circulation in the vernacular of the country. They are seen 
again in the hopeless effeteness of the Turkish power, owing its existence sole- 
ly to European jealousies, and with the downfall of which, Islam, the great 
obstacle to the progress of the gospel in the East, will disappear. The pres- 
ent is the great opportunity for the Church to work for the conversion of the 
world — ^for this Church to work for the conversion of Syria — and patient con- 
tinuance will be rewarded, and speedily, with success. " So let all thine ene- 
mics*perish, Lord; but let them that love him be as the sun when he goeth 
forth in his might." Samuel 0. Wylie, CL Board of F. M, 

T. P. Stevenson, Sec'y. 

The Committee on Presbyterial Eeports reported. The report 
was read and accepted. 

Synod spent half an hour in devotional exercises. 

The rule requiring Synod to meet at 8 P. M. was suspended, 
and Synod had recess until 2 P. M. 

8amb Placb, 2 p. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. AH the members present, 
except J. M, Willson, still indisposed. Minutes read and approved. 

The Committee on the Records of the Pittsburgh Presbytery 
reported them correctly kept. Report accepted and approved. 

The Committee on the Theological Seminary reported. The 
report was read, accepted and adopted. It is as follows : 

The Committee on Theological Seminary report : 

We have great satisfaction in the condition an(i working of Ithe Seminary. 
During its late sessions not only have peace and unanimity characterized the 
proceedings of the Board, of the professors and students, but we have in- 
creased encouragement from the number, character and diligence of the young 
men, and also ^om the Hberal support of the Church, and the efficient and 
harmonious labors of the professors. While the urgent call for ministerial 
labor should not ioiduce a desire to curtail or hasten the theological course, it 
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ought to ongage the attention of pions youth, and the parents of sneh, to the 
propriety of the devotion of young men to this most important and honorable 
work. We are confident that our prayers for the school of the prophets will 
be answered. ** "When Zion travailed she brought forth children.'* 

The only paper put into our hands is the report of your excellent Board, 
which, while there is nothing in it requiring the action of Synod, we are 
assured the Church will be gratified to see in print. 

Respectfully submitted, J. W. Shaw, Chairman. 

EEPORT OP BOARD OP SUPERINTENDENTS. 

The Board of Superintendents for the Theological Seminary report : 

That there were twelve students in attendance during the late session of 
the Seminary. Their names and grades are as folbvs: 

First Year — D. C. Faris, Isaiah Faris, D. Gregg, Jr., W. J. Gillespie, 
John Hood, D. B. Willson. 

Second Year — J. M. Faris, A. W. Johnson. 

Third Year— J. A. Black, J. R. M'Farland, T. A. Sproull, A. Wright. 

It is with great satisfaction and with thankfulness to the Head of th§ Churchy 
that we are able to present to Synod the names of h\k new students, almost ' 
doubling the class of the previous session. The means adopted at last Synod 
with a view to receiving an increase of candidates for the office and work of 
the ministry have been manifestly approved of God, and by hb blessing ren- 
dered successful. 

The course of study, as usual, has been extensive and very thorough in all 
the departments. The examination at the close of the session, extending over 
two dajs including the evenings, was highly satisfactory, and indicating pro- 
ficiency of attainment in the students. We refer to the report of the Pro- 
fessors, published in the May number of the Reformed Freshifterian. and Cov- 
enantery for the details of study. The deportment of the young men was 
warmly commended to the Board by the Professors, and we had before us 
ample proof of their induHry and diligence in attending upon the prelections 
of their teachers 

We regret to say that the health of Professor Willson has been feeble dur- 
ing a considerable part of the session. With great effort and even sacrifice, 
he succeeded in keeping up the studies in the different branches belonging to 
his department. It did not appear that the students had been losers by his 
illness. We hope that the rest of the summer may recuperate and establish 
his health. In conclusion, the Board congratulate Synod on the encouraging 
and hopeful condition and prospects of its Theological Institution. 

Samuel 0. Wylie, 
Chairman of Board of Superintendents. 

The consideration of the report of the Committee on Presby- 
terial Reports was resumed. It was amended and adopted. It is 
as follows : 

The Committee on Presbyterial Reports beg leave to report : That they 
have examined the papers referred to them. In these documents they find 
much that is interesting and encouraging to the lover of Zion. They furnish 
the clearest evidence that as a Church we enjoy many tokens of the divine 
favor. Since the last meeting of Synod many additions have been made to 
our membership. The cords of Zion have been greatly lengthened, and her 
stakes, we trust, have also been strengthened. 

We have largely enjoyed the legacy which Christ left to his disciples. 
" Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you." Peace and harmony 
do indeed prevail. ^ 
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Although a worldly, lukewarm spirit is still quite prevalent, yet practical 
religion seems to be on the increase. The ordinances of Qod's bouse are at- 
tended to, and in many instances these ordinances are blessed, not on]y to the 
edification and comfort of believers, but also to the conviction and conversion 
of sinners. And as an evidence that our people are disposed to observe and 
improve the signs of the times, we have to report that the days of fasting and 
thanksgiving appointed by Synod, have been observed by all our congrega- 
tions throughout the Church. 

There is unmistakable evidence that the people are growing in liberality. 
The salaries of the ministers (though in many instances they are still not half 
what they ought to be,) ha^e been increased, while the different schemes of 
the (Church have been generally well supplied with means for carrying on their 
operations. 

It affords us pleasure, moreover, to be able to report that there appears to 
be a growing attachment to the peculiar principles of the Reformed Presby- 
terian Church, and a determination in the strength of divine grace to labor 
with zeal and perseverance in advancing the kingdom of Jesus Christ. We 
record with gratitude that no death has occurred among our ministers during 
the past year. We are all spared, thanks be unto the Lord for his goodncbs.' 

But we have to sing of judgment as well as mercy. We have to mourn 
over the fact that there is etill a great lack of laborers in God's husbandry; 
and that, too, when we hear from every section of our widely extended territo- 
rial limits the Macedonian cry. Means should be used by the ChurcG, espe- 
ally by ministers, elders and parents, to induce young men of promise to pur- 
sue study with a view to the holy ministry. Earnest and fervent prayer 
should be presented to the Lord of the harvest for an increase of laborers. 

The following queries were referred to us : 

1. What relation do unsettled ministers sustain to presbyteries in whose 
bounds they receive appointments? 

And especially, 2. Do they become by virtue of Synod's distribution con- 
stituent members of the various presbyteries to which they are assigned ? 

In cases contemplated in the queries we briefly reply : 

That ministers are constituent members of presbytery only when received 
by certificate. 

We recommend the following distribution of unsettled ministers and licenti- 
ates, subject to the decision of Synod : ' 

Nmv York Ffe%bytery — Rev. R. Z. Willson, D. H. Coulter, licentiate, July 
and August; J, S. Buck, licentiate, August; Rev. T. M. Elder, October. 

Rochester Presbytery — Rev. D. Scott, D. H. Coulter, September; Rev. T. 
Han nay, October. 

PhiladeJphia Presbytery — Rev. Z. M. Elder, September; J. S. Buck, July. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery — Rev. T. M. Elder, June, July and August; 
Rev. N. R. Johnston, July ; Rev. T. Hannay, June, July, August and Sep- 
tember; D. H. Coulter, October; J. S. Buck, June, September and October. 

Lakes Presbytery — Rev. N. R. Johnston, June, August, September and 
October; Rev. J. Dodds, October. 

Iowa Presbytery — Rev. J. Dodds, June, July, August and September. 

We recommend that the accompanying statistical reports be published. 
Respectfully submitted, Jas. M. Beattie, CJiamnan. 

REPORT OF NEW YORK PRESBYTERY. 

•The New York Presbytery would respectfully report: Since your last 
meeting there have been two changes in our ministerial roll. Rev. J. M. 
Armour having accepted the appointment to superintend the Washington 
Mission made by your Central Board of Missions, was relieved from the pas- 
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toral cbarge of tbe Craftebory oongregation^ and bas been dismissed to tbe 
Pbiladelpbia Presbytery. 

J. 0. Bayles was duly ordained and installed pastor of tbe Kortrigbt con- 
gregation, on Wednesday, January 10, 1866. / 

We now bave tbirteen settled ministers in onr bounds-*-one in tbe Foreign 
field, Rev. Josepb Beattie, Missionary to Syria — and one, Rev. R. Z. Willson, 
witbont cbarge. 

Tbere are fifteen organized congregations under our care ; of tbese two, are 
witbout pastoral care, Topsbam and Craftsbury. 

Our mission stations are six, Fayston, Argyle, West Galway, Ballibay, 
Dundaff and Centreville. Steps bave been taken to reorganize tbe congrega- 
tion of Argyle — and tbere is good reason to believe tbat efficient organizations 
migbt soon be bad in tbe otber stations, if only we bad laborers to cultivate 
tbem properly. We ask a full sbare of ministerial aid in supplying our 
vacancies. 

The Presbytery most earnestly call tbe attention of Synod to tbe necessity 
of appropriate action in reference to tbe reconstruction of tbe union of tbese 
States on tbe principles of allegiance to Cbrist and justice to man. 

We berewitb present our statistical report. J. C. li. Milligan, Clirle. 

REPORT OP PHILADELPHIA PRESBYTERY. 

Tbe Presbytery of Pbilade'pbia respectfully report : Tbat tbis Presbytery 
bas beld two regular meetings witbin the past year, both of which have been 
characterized by entire unanimity on all subjects that bave come before us. 

The Third congregation of Pbiladelpbia, after long privation and frequent 
disappointment, bave at last secured the settlement of a pastor among them, 
under the most promising auspices. At our last meeting, R. J. Sharpe, was 
ordained to the office of tbe holy ministry, and installe'd pastor of said con- 
gregation. Tbe congregation of Conococbeague still remains without pastoral 
care. Rev. J. M. Armour bas been received on certificate. from tbe Presby- 
tery of New York. We have therefore six constituent members, two of whom 
are witbout pastoral charge. 

General harmony in our congregations, and a measurable degree of liberal- 
ity, activity and attendance on tbe means of grace, are indications that the 
Master's blessing is not wholly withdrawn. 

Samuel 0. Wylie, Moderator. 

T. P. Stevenson, Pres. Clerk. 

• report of ROCHESTER PRESBYTERY. 

The Presbytery of Rochester would respectfully report : Days of fasting 
and thanksgiving bave been observed by all tbe congregations under our care, 
and the ordinances of religion generally observed with commendable diligence, 
we trust not unattended with the influences of the gracious Spirit. 

We have six ministerial members, five of whom are settled pastors. We have 
three vacant congregations under our care ; one of them, viz. Lisbon, has 
at our present meeting made a call upon Rev. J. M. Johnston, which bas 
been sustained as a regular gospel call. As Mr. Johnston is engaged in the 
Natchez Mission, this call bas been referred to a commission to present to him 
at tbe first convenient opportunity. Mr. Johnston has now been absent from 
bis congregation in Syracuse the greater part of a year. Presbytery would 
in this connection inquire of Synod, whether in future appointments by tbe 
Mission Boards of settled pastors as missionaries, it would not be proper to 
make such appointments through tbe Presbyteries to which tbese pastors 
belong. 
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Since jour last meetiDg Mr. R. Shields has heen ordained to the office of 
tlie holy ministry, and installed into the pastoral charge of the congregation 
of Ramsay, C. W. 

Presbytery ask a portion of the disposable supply of Synod. All which is 
respectfully submitted, S. Bowden, Glerk of Freibytery. 

REPORT OF PITTSBURGH PRESBYTERY. 

Since our last report we have had two very harmonious meetings — our last 
one especially happy on account of the presence of Rev. R. J. Dodds, our 
much esteemed missionary. 

We now number seventeen ministers, having ordained and installed J. W. 
Sproull, pastor of Monongahela City congregation, at our last meeting. 

Seventeen congregations — Oil City congregation and Pittsburgh congrega- 
tion being organized during the year. 

Four vacancies — Oil City, Pine Creek, New Alexandria, &o. and Rehoboth. 
Rehoboth was made vacant at the request of its pastor, Rev. T. M. Elder, on 
account of inadequate support and inability to perform the pastoral duties of 
that congregation. 

New Alexandria, &o. was made a vacancy by the action of Presbytery in 
transporting its pastor. Rev. A. M. Milligan, to Pittsburgh congregation. In 
this case Presbytery assumed the responsibility of transporting the settled 
pastor to another field, for the sake of promoting the greater good of the 
church. He has since been installed. We have two unsettled ministers, 
Rev. J. Crozier and Rev. T. M. Elder. We gave a traveling certificate to Rev. 
J. Hannay at o^r spring meeting. 

We have under our care six theological students, Messrs. J. A. Black, T. 
A. Sproull, J. R. M'Farland, J. R. Newell, W. J. Gillespie and D. Gregg, Jr. 

In our report last spring we alluded to the low state of health of Mr. J. S. 
Ruck, licentiate, under our care. We are now happy to report that his health 
is much improved; for several months he has fulfilled all his appointments 
with success and increasing strength, and we entertain a hope that his im- 
provement in health is not a deception of his disease but real and permanent. 
Days of fasting and thanksgiving have been observed in our congregations. 

We inclose statistical report. N. M. Johnston, Ckrh of Prtshytery, 

REPORT OP OHIO PRESBYTERY. 

The Ohio Presbytery has held two regular meetings since last Synod, char- 
acterized by harmony and good feeling. Mr. J. C. K. Paris waa ordained and 
installed pastor of the Muskingum and Tomica congregation on the 6th of 
Dec , 1865. Rev. A. M'Farland was installed pastor of Middle Wheeling 
congregation on April 4th, 1866. Rev. J. A. Thompson has been called by 
Londonderry congregation. Arrangements are made to install him in October 
next. We have no vacancy in our bounds but Brownsville congregation, 
which is very feeble. As two of our congregations are unable to support 
their pastors fully, we expect them to take appointments part of their time, 
and thus supply our vacant congregation all it wants, and cultivate our mission- 
ary stations to the extent of our funds, so we do not need any laborer from 
Synod. Days of fasting and thanksgiving were observed by all our people 
so far as we know. Some attention has been given by Presbytery to the di- 
rection of Synod respecting pastors' salaries, but we have nothing encouraging 
to report ; our salaries are all low, only one coming up to the minimum allowed 
by Synod to unsettled laborers. We have no students of Theology under our 
care. Some young men from our congregations are attending colleges with a 
view to the ministry. H. P. M'Clurkin, Cleric, 



Digitized by 



Google 



222 Minutes of the Synod of the 



REPORT OF LAKES PRESBYTERY. 

The Presbytery of ihe Lakes would respectfully report, that siuce yonr 
last meeting we have had two regular meetio^s, and that a good deccree of 
harmony has prevailed among us. The only change that has taken place in 
our congregations, is that R. M. 0. Thompson has received a call from the 
Lake Eliza congregation, which he has accepted, and has been ordained and 
installed in that congregation ; and that the Bev. J. Dodds has, at his own 
request, been released from his pastoral charge in the congregation of Garrison. 

Our Presbytery now numbers ten ministerial members. We have one vacant 
congregation, and two missionary stations, within our bounds; one at Tuscola, 
the other near Decatur, in Michigan. The former has been cultivated during 
the past year by the Rev. B. M'Cullough, the latter by the Rev. R. M. C* 
Thompson. The prospects, particularly at the latter station, appear CDCOuraging. 
• The days of fasting and thanksgiving have been observed by the congrega- 
tions and people under our care, and the public ordinances attended to with 
a good degree qf punctuality in all our congregations. But still many of our 
most spiritually minded men, wh^^n they contrast the present state of spiritu- 
ality among us, with what has been enjoyed in years past^ are ready to ex- 
claim, " My leanness, my leanness; woe unto me." 

With regard to the direction on the subject of temperance, our ministers 
in all their public ministrations have endeavored to give faithful warning, 
and our sessions to take such action as is calculated to discourage and prevent 
the use of intoxicating drinks. And we believe that there are not any in our 
bounds who either manufacture or sell^ and but few who use as a beverage 
such drinks. 

With reference to your direction for the increase of pastors' salaries, our 
Presbytery took action at its first meeting after the adjournment of Synod ; 
and fixed the minimum salary for country congregations at $600, and for those 
in cities at $1,000, and recommended our congregations to make an effort to 
come up if possible at least to the minimum. A majority of the n^embers of 
Presbytery feeling convinced that the Scripture rule for the support of the 
gospel, is to give at least one-tenth of the increase into the treasury of the 
Lord, Presbytery earnestly recommended that rule to our people, and we are 
happy to report, that in niimbers of our congregations a laudable effort has 
been made to raise the salary of the pastor, and in some to adopt the one-tenth 
principle. ! 

With reference to your direction on page 205 of the minutes of last Synod, 
our ministers and people f^el that they are under obligation to use all lawful 
means for the dissemination of our distinctive principles, knowing them to be 
the only sure foundation for the prosperity and perpetuity of any nation. We 
are also convinced that the plan you proposed of circulating petitions and 
sending them to Congress for the amendment of the Constitution, in these very 
important respects is an excellent way not only to bring our distinctive prin- 
ciples before the public mind in our particular localities, but also, if entered 
upon in earnest by all our ministers and cougret;ations, would be calculated to 
produce a most profound effect upon the mind of Congress itself, and the 
country at large; and that the Church is eminently called upon under the 
present circumstances to engage vigorousl3^ in this duty, and in case we hbould 
fail to accomplish the end our skirts will then be clear; Ez. 2 : 7, '^And thou 
shalt speak my words unto them, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, for they are most rebellious.*' Presbjtery therefore most earn- 
estly submits to yoU; dear Fathers and Brethren, the propriety of taking mea- 
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snres for the efficient prosecution of the plan you proposed from year to year, 
either till the end be accomplished, or divine Providence shall point out some 
other course to be pursued. Respectfully submitted, 

?. H. Wylie, Clerk. 

REPORT OF ILLINOIS PRESBYTERY. 

Since last meeting of Synod, Illinois Presbytery has held two stated meet- 
ings. The meetings were well attended, and have been characterized by peace 
and harmony. 

A new congregation has been organized in Kansas, called Olathe and Pleas- 
ant Ridge. Rev. W. W. M'Millan has been settled as its pastor, and his 
name added to the roll of constituent members of Illinois Presbytery. 

There are under oar care nine congregations, all settled and all but one 
self sustaining. We have nine ministers, all settled pastors. We sustain 
but two missionary stations, both small, and affording little encouragement 
for labor. We have not been able to explore new fields or open new stations. 
We have four students of theology, three of the first and one of the second 
year. The congregations under our care are annually visited and examined 
by committees of Presbytery. The state of our people is in most respects 
encouraging. There are strong temptations to falter in practical testimony 
bearing against the corrupt constitutions in church and state, and there are 
evidences of weariness in waiting long for the salvation of God. It is to be 
feared that there are too many in the Reformed Presbyterian Church who are 
not well grounded in her distinctive principles, who do not fully understand 
their practical application, do not sufficiently appreciate their importance, and 
are not willing to sacrifice much for their success. On the other hand, there 
are those who do earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the saints, 
and who endeavor to keep their garments unspotted from the world. W^ith 
some exceptions, the people of our charge have shown liberality toward the 
cause of the Redeemer. The days of thanksgiving and fasting have been ob- 
served in all our congregations. Respectfully submitted, 

J. M'Gracken, Clerk of Presbytery, 

REPORT OP IOWA PRESBYTERY. 

The Presbytery of Iowa respectfully report: That since your last meeting 
we have held two regular meetings which have been characterized by entire 
harmony. We think we see the evidence of the goodness and pleasantness of 
brethren dwelling together in unity. We have organized two congregations, 
kno^n respectively by the name of Kossuth and Albia. The latter congrega- 
tion hus made a call upon Rev. James Love, which has been accepted, and 
arrangements have been made for his installation. Our vacancies, in addition 
to the above, are Davenport and Maquoketa. The missionary stations of Janes- 
ville and Elliotahave been under the care, of the Board of Domestic Missions, 
and we cannot, therefore, give any information in regard to them. 

We have received under our care, as a student of theology, Jas. H. Will- 
son, who finished his literary course some years since, and has been engaged 
in the mean time in teaching. 

Presbytery has, according to the direction of Synod, made inquiry in regard 
to ministers' salaries, and found that the salary of the majority of our minis- 
ters is entirely inadequate to their bupport. We have not been able to devise 
any measures for the accomplishment of the end designed, and therefore earn- 
estly urge upon Synod to take some efficient action relative to the matter. 
We ask for one laborer to labor in our bounds during the ensuing six months. 
Respectfully submitted, S. M. Stevenson, Clerk. 
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The consideration of the report of the Board of Education was 
resumed. It was 

Resolved^ That so much of the Report as relates to the purchase of the 
college huilding be recommitted to the Board, for the purpose of eudeavoriDg 
to adjust all claims that may lie against the building. 

The rules requiring Synod to adjourn at 6J P. M. was sus- 
pended for the purpose of having recess from 5J to 7J P. M. 

Upon the adoption of the 2d article of the report, Rev. J. M'- 
Cracken was unanimously chosen Principal of the school, at a 
salary of $1,000 per annum. 

While the report was under discussion, Synod had recess until 
n\ P. M. 

^ Same Placi, 7} P. M. 

After recess Synod came to order. The calling of the roll and 
reading of the minutes were dispensed with. It was 

Resolved^ That Pastors and Clerks of sessions be recommended to respond 
cheerfully to the Circular of Inquiry from J. M. Wilson, publisher of the 
Presbyterian Historical Almanac. 

Resolved, That H. H. George be appointed to preach, during the next 
meeting of Synod, on the Indulgence of the Holy Spirit. 

The consideration of the report of the Board of Education was 
resumed. It was amended and adopted.* 

The report of the Treasurer of the Board of Education was 
returned to him to be perfected. 

A series of resolutions on the subject of the organization of a 
Collegiate Institute, was referred to the Board of Education, and 
the Principal elect was directed to co-operate with the Board in 
this matter. 

A committee, consisting of A. M. Milligan, J. R. W. Sloane and 
W. M'Donald, was appointed to confer with Mr. M'Cracken in refer- 
ence to his acceptance of the position to which he has been chosen. 

The report of the Committee on Systematic Beneficence was 
taken up, amended and adopted. It is as follows : 

On the subject of Systematic Beneficence, we recommend the following : 

1. Inasmuch as neither Scripture example nor precept can be found for a less 
portion than one-tenth of all the increase, we think at least so much should be 
counted "holy to the Lord," especially now that the world is tbe gospel field. 

2. That pastors be required to call the attention of the people to this matter, 
and in their j)ublio ministrations and family visitations, bj prayer for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit of God, by exhortation and by a good example, to educate 
th*»m in the true spirit of liberality. 

3. That for Church Extension Fund, and all Uke purposes, and wherever 
therfi may be extraordinary demands for means, special appeals be made for the 
free-will offerings of God's people. 

Pastors' Salaries. — We are persuaded that in most cases pastors' salaries 
furnish a very insufficient support. That this should be the case at a time 
when God has opened so wide his bountiful hand, and at a time when the un- 
divided attentions of mind and body are demanded in our Master's great work, 
is a serious fault. We recommend that Presbyteries be directed to take this 
matter into consideration and act as their wisdom may direct. 

Respectfully submitted, J. C. Smith, Chairman, 

* This report was not among the papers received from the Clerk. It will he inserted 
when famished. Ens. 
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W. Graham, J. Kennedy and J. R. Thompson Jiad leave of ab- 
sence during the remaining sessions of Synod. 
The following resolution was adopted : 

Resolvedy That Synod designates the following days for Collections on be- 
half of the schemes of the Ohureh : 

Church Extension, - - - • 1st Sabbath July. 

Board of Education, - - - - let Sabbath September. 

Foreign Mission, - ... 1st Sabbath December. 

Domestic Missions, 1st Sabbath February. 

Freed men's Mission, - - - - 1st Sabbath April. 
In oases where it may not suit the convenience of a congregation to take 
collections according to this arrangement, it is recommended that it be attend- 
to as near the time as practicable. Presbyteries are instructed to see that con- 
gregations under thei» charge give attention to this matter at the proper times . 

J. C. Boyd was appointed a member of the Board of Education 
in place of H. P. M'Clurkin^ resigned ; and D. Boyd in place of 
W. Wills, resigned. W. Milroy was added to the Board of Edu- 
cation. The committee appointed to confer with Mr. M'Cracken 
was continued, and in case of his declination, the Board of Edu- 
cation was authorized to make a provisional arrangement. 

S. 0. Wylie was requested to prepare an address on Missions, 
embodying the substance of his remarks on that subject in this 
court, and publish the same in the Mjjigazine. 

The report of the Deputation to Europe was taken up and adop- 
ted. It is as follows: 

The Committtee to sotcit funds in the British Isles for the education of 
Colored Youth, respectfully report : 

We collected in Ireland, England and Scotland the sum total of £322 8s. 6d. 
The committee were well received personally, and the collections would have 
been much larger had the season been more favorable. It is customary in 
these islands for professional men and men in large business to spend the sum- 
mer season in recr^tion. We found them largely abseift from their residen- 
ces. Besides, delegates of the Freedmen's Association from this country had 
reached there rather before us, and interfered with our efforts 'more or less, 
particularly in Scotland. The definite dLjposal of the money collected re- 
mains with the Synod. 

Finally, we teuder our thanks to those who contributed to our mission ; but 
we would mention with special regard, the name of Mrs. Ann Ferguson, of 
Belfast, who now, as formerly, has shown great liberality in contributing to the 
cause of the Freedmcn. 

The expenses of the delegation are as follows : Mr. Wy lie's expenses, £62; 
Mr. Milligan's expenses, £58 ; Mr. Willsou's expenses, S265. 

Respectfully submitted, J. M. Willson, Chairman. 

Resolved, That the expenses of the Deputation to Europe be paid out of 
the fund collections made by them. 

The report of the Conoraittee on Finance was taken up, and 
adopted. It is as follows: 

The Committee on Finance would respectfully report : 
That they have examined the reports of the Treasurers of Synod, of the 
Domestic Missions, of the Seminary, and of the Board of Church Extension 
15 
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and find their respective aeoounts to have been kept in a busineiii manner, and 
to have be«n oorreellj audited. We recommend the publioation of theae re- 
ports. 

In the report of the Treasurer of the Seminary, there is a recommendation 
that the committee on the distribution of the Beneficiary Fund be authorized 
to give $125.00 as the maximum amount to any one student per year. We 
recommend Synod to adopt this recommendation. The state of this Fund will 
warrant it 

The Treasurer of the Seminary, Mr. D. Gregg, in the close of his report 
tenders to Synod his resignation. We reoommend Synod not to accept of his 
resignation. 

In relation to the Bequest of M. K. Mawhinney, your committee reoommend 
that it be divided between the Natchez and Washington Missions — $12.50 to 
each. 

In regard to the $350 7-30 notes, the bequest of G.^., your committee re- 
commend that this bequest be invested, $200 for the endowment of the Semi- 
nary and $150 for the benefit of the Foreign Mission. 

Further, your Committee would recommend to Synod the appointment of a 
Board, to be incorporated, an^ hold in trust all the invested funds of the 
Church. 
' Again, your Committee recommend Synod to direct the Board on Church Ex- 
tension to pay I moneys to any congregation which may not have obtained a 
proper and valid title to its property, holding it in trust for the Church. 

We recommend that Rev. A. M. Milligan be empowered to draw on the 
Treasurer of Domestic Missions for $14.00, his expenses as delegate to the Synod 
of our former brethren. 

In relation to the amount? probably needed, by the various schemes of the 
Church, during the ensuing year — on which your Committee was directed to 
report — ^we present the foUowiyg schedule of estim|ition : 

For the Theological Seminary, $3,000 

Of this sum $1,900 is secured by endowment, leaving a balance of 

$1,100 to be raised. 

For Domestic Missions, - - - - - ... - 800 

For Freedmen's Mission — Current expenses, ... 5,500 

For Mission House in Washington, •. . , - 3,000 

For Foreign Mission — Current expenses, - ... - 6,000 

For Mission Buildings, - - 5,000 

For Church Extension, - 8,000 

Fur support of Literary Institution, . - . - . 1,000 

Finally, we reoommend that Synod direct the several sessions that hold notes 
on members in their respective congregations, given for the endowment of the 
Seminary, to report on the said notes to the collectors in their respective Pres- 
byteries before the next meeting of Synod, an'^ that these collectors report to 
the Treasurer of the Seminary in time for him to make out his report to Synod. 
Respectfully submitted, S. Sterrett, Chairman. 

Resolved^ That the delegates to ecclesiastical bodies appointed by Synod at 
its prfsent session, be authorized to draw upon the Treasureir of Synod for 
the amuuut of their expenses. 

Messrs. D. Gregg, H: Dean, D. Euwer, 1). Chesnut and W. Wills 
are appointed a board to hold in trust all the invested funds of 
the Church. 

The report of the Committee on Discipline was taken up. The 
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appeal of T. C. Spears and others was entered upon. The pa- 
pers were read, and the appellant, T. C. Spears, was heard. 
Synod adjourned with prayer, to meet to-morrow at 9 A. M. 

Same Placb, Wednesday, May 30, 9 A. M. 

Synod met and was constituted with prayer. All the members 
present, except French and O'Neill. Minutes read and approved. 

The consideration of the appeal of T. C. Spears and others was 
resumed. The Synod directed the settlement of the case upon 
the following basis : That Robert Boyd be directed to make the 
deed of the 1st Miami Church building to the Ist Miami congre- 
gation, the congregation to pay the expenses of making the title 
and to cancel the note held by them against Robert Boyd. The 
appellant had leave to withdraw his papers. 

The whole report of the Committee on Discipline was adopted. 
It is as follows: 

The Committee on Discipline respectfnlly report : 

Only two papers have come before them, Nos. 6 and 10. No. 6 is an appeal 
from Lakes Presbytery. All the papers appear to be in regular order, and the 
case is in readiness for the action of the court. 

No. 10 is an inquiry from session of Salem congregation asking an answer 
to the following : *' Is it wrong for Covenanters to vote for proper amendments 
to the State constitutions V* We suggest the following reply : That while 
there may be instances in which it would not be wrong to do so, yet as there 
are other ways by which countenance and approbation ma)| be given to what is 
proper, as by petition, and by public and private •xpression, Synod does not 
recommend such a course. 

Respectfully submitted, J. C. Boyd, Chairman, 

J. C. K. Milligan laid on the table the following resolution, 
and gave notice that he would call it up at the next meeting of 
Synod : 

Resolved^ That Professors Sproull and Willson, and Rev. D. Scott, be ap- 
point'Cd a Committee to revise the Book of Government. 

Resolved; That we recommend to our people 'the observance of the ** Week 
of Prayer,'' viz. the first week of January. 

The report of the Committee on Constitutional amendments 
was taken up. The recommendations of the report were adopted. 
The^ are as follows : 

Your Committee submit the following resolutions : 

1. Resolved, That R. Z. Willson, J. C. K. Milligan and H. O'Niell be 
appointed a Committee to prepare and present an address to th« Congress of the 
United States, urging upon that body the character and claims of Messiah the 
Prince^ to national recognition, and his law as the only safe and proper basis for 
the reconstruction of the government, 

2. Resolved^ That Revs. S. 0. Wylie, T. P. Stevenson, J. R. W. Sloane 
and A. M. Milligan, be appointed to write, or have written, and publish and 
circulate tracts upon this subject — to observe the ph|ises of ^is movement, and 
to take such action ad in their judgment may seem proper. 

3. Resohedy That this Synod appoint delegates to attend the superior judi- 
catories of the several churches in this country at their next sessions^ and urge 
upon them vigorous and decisive action. 
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4. Eeiolved, That Prefbyterics be directed to take this subject into earnest 
and prayerful consideration, and appoint some of their members to attend 
meetings of inferior judicatories, to lay the subject before them, appoint some 
of their members to preach, deliver addresses, distribute tracts, &c. 

6. Besolvedy That our people be directed to circulate petitions to Congress 
for the amendmcDt of the Constitution^ co-operating with tho National 
Association for that purpose. James Wallace, Chairman. 

Besolvedy That Mr. Wallace be requested to publish the body of his report 
in the Magazine, with such additions as he may deem necessary. 

Congregations were directed to take up collections for the Lite- 
rary Fund at their earliest convenience. 

The following resolution was passed by acclamation : 

Rewlvedy That the thanks of this Synod be tendered to friends in Roches- 
ter for the welcome and hospitality extended to its members, and that we will 
carry with us a grateful remembrance of their kindness. 

It was ordered that the Minutes be published in the Reformed 
Presbyterian and Covevanitr. 

The thanks of Synod are tendered to those Kail Road Compa- 
nies which have given return tickets to members of Synod, and 
also to those who were active in procuring them. 

J. R. W. Sloane and the Clerk were directed to prepare and 
transmit a letter to the Irish Synod. 

Synod adjour^ied with prayer and singing the 133d Psalm. 

R. J. BODDS, Moderator. 

R. Z. WiLLSON, Clerk. 
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REPORT OF TREASURER OF FOREIGN MISSION FUND. 
1865. • Receipts, 

Ap;r. 20 Credit by total amount balance in Treasury as reported 

to Synod to meet in Utica, 0., on 24th May next $79 39 

** By total amount deposited with the Assistant Treasurer, 

of United States, on temporary loan, and no.w inserted 

in this account same as cash, by order of Synod. ......... 4,000 00 

24 Union, &c , congregai ion, Pa..... $74 00 

Premium on a silver dollar, 25 74 25 

" Brook land, &c., congregation 19 76 

<* J. Haliday, Ferih, C. W. «5.00, premium on do. $2.00 7 00 

" Mary Barr, Allegheny, silver $1, premium 25 cts 125 

Donation, per Rev. T Sproull 1 00 

" Springfield branch of Springfield con , per Saml Allen.. 10 50 

« Capt. W. E. Allen, of l65th Reg't. Pa. Volunteers... 2 00 

28 Kortright cong., per Rev. T P. Stevenson 21 00 

29 D. Chesiiub, of Pittsburgh, per Rev. T. Sproull 100 00 

" Robert W'ylie, Pluuier, ** ** " 10 00 

** Joseph Allen, Allegheny 5 00 

" Vernon cong., per W.L.Wright 16 18 
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May 1 Samuel C. Davis, Co. 1, 105th Reg*t. Pa. Vols., 1 00 

4 Mailed at Millersburg, 0., anonymous 5 00 

" 1st oong., Phila., col. of 2tJth March last, per Wm. 

M'Knight, treasurer 329 30 

22 Old Bethel cong., 111., anonymous note ^ 32 00 

** B. W. Hutcheson, of Rushsylvania, for educating native 

females of Syria, 2 00 

" Samuel M'Coy,Triadelphia, per Rev. T. SprouU 10 00 

24 Londonderry cong., 0, per Edward Logan.. 17 65 

" Brookland cong., per H. S Steel, by John Reid 9 50 

" Soo. of Tomika, J7, M'Quigg «l, Miss M'Quigg 50 cts. 

per Rev. H. P. M'Clurkin, total 8 50 

" A. Morrow *5, Mrs. Crawford $5, Mrs. D. Guthrie 84, 

per Rev. S. Bowden, total 14 00 

25 Ryegate and Barnett cong ....,?48 00 

" Interest on Ruth Gilfillan's bequest 5 60 

.« John A. Morse, all per Rev. J. M. Beattie 10 00 63 20 

" James Oliver, Toronto, 0. W., *2, prem. 80, Miss Fra- 

zier, 35cts 3 15 

26 James E. Nisbet, per Rev. R. Cannon 5 00 

*' Robert Shields, licentiate 5 00 

*' Sterling cong., per Hugh Crockett, 15 00 

" Wm. Porter, of Washington, Iowa, per Rev. S. M. 

Stevenson ' 1 00 

" James Patton, of Utica, Ohio, 5 00 

" David Kilpatrick, Jr., of Linton, Iowa, per J. M'Intyre 2 50 
" Female missionary society of Sterling, per Rev. M. 

Wilkin : ...:. 10 00 

30 Rev. David Scott, 2 50 

« J. N. M'Kelvy 1 00 

June 5 Mailed at Norfolk, Va., signed A Tenth to the Lord... 2 00 

6 Mrs. Rosanah Dunn Bovina cong., per Rev. J^ Kennedy 8 00 

" Two little girls of same cong., to teach heathen 100 

14 Contributed by the Sabbath school of 3d cong. N. Y., 

for educatinfi" boys in the Syrian mission, per H. 

Carlisle 130 00 

19 Joseph Dodds, of Iowa Prairie, Iowa - 5 00 

29 Young ladies of Parker Institute, Brooklyn, N. Y., to 

be applied to educate the first girl who enters the fe- 
male school in Syria, collected by Mrs. Mary Bergman 9 30 

" Miss Ellen Brady, of 1st cong., Philadelphia, 1 00 

July 3 Commercial Bank, 6 month's interest on $2,322.67 

Allegheny 5 per cent, due Ist inst., 58 07 

" United States, 6 mos. interest on 8150, bequest of Wm. 

M'Knight, dec'd, $4 50, premium on do. $1.75, total 6 25 

5 North Washington branch of Rev, R. Reed's cong., per 

Rev. T. Sproull 2 00 

20 Sandy Soc. of Salem cong.. Pa., per Rev. A. J. M'Far- 

land 22 00 

" A Friend of Missions, mailed at Tophsam,by Rev. R. Z. 

Willson 3 00 

" A friend, mailed at White Lake 1 00 

24 Monongahela cong., per John M'Connell 50 00 

" City of Phila. 6 mos. interest on $100 donation, D. G.. 3 00 
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July 24 do. 6 mos. interest on $50, bequest of Wm. M'Cracken, 

dec'd 1 50 

Aug. 2 John Anderson, of Zanesville, 0., per Jas. M'Cartney,.. 5 00 

3 U. S. interest on $1,000, temporary loan, in full 22 36 

" Amount rec'd by Dr. Metheny for medicines and pro- 
fessional services, by order of Board allowed to retain 614 17 

10 Samuel Cochran, of Kansas, per Rev. J. R. W. Sloane 10 00 

17 Hannah George, of Rushsylvania, 0., for girls' school, 

Syria 5 00 

18 U. States, 6 mos. interest of $500, donation of Wm. 

Brown, Jr., Phila., for girls' school in Syria, due 15th 

inst .... 18 25 

18 Nemo, of Clarinda, Page county, Iowa. 5 00 

26 R. B.. of Yorkville, C. W., 82, premium on it, 78 cts...- 2 78 

Sept. 6 Mailed in Phila., signed A Tenth to the Lord 4 00 

11 Jas. B. Porter, of Mercer, Pa., per Rev. J. J. M'Clurkin 5 00 
22 Craflsbury cong., per Rev. J. M. Armour U5 00 

25 Walton cong., N. Y., per Rev. D. M. McAllister by 

Rev. A. M. Stavely. 30 00 

" Kortright ladies' missionary society 3 00 

26 Mrs. Brown, of Pleasantville, Venango co., Pa 25 00 

Oct. 2 York cong., N. Y., per Rev. S. Bowden 62 00 

11 Some members of Piney branch of Rehoboth cong., per 

Rev. J. M. Elder 14 00 

'* Rev. T. M. Elder 2 00 

20 Ladies' missionary society of 1st cong. Phila., per Miss 

A. J. Patterson 50 00 

25 Union cong., Pa., per Rev. T. Sproull 64 50 

•* Brookland, &c., congregation 12 00 

" Dr. Alexander Grier 10 00 

« Mr. M'Conkey 3 00 

" John Guthrie, of York, N. Y., per Rev. S. Bowden 20 00 

Nov. 2 U. S. Treas. 6 mos. interest on $i,000 temporary loan... 90 00 

7 Miss Janette Brown, of Mercersburg, Pa 1 00 

15 Collection of St. Louis cong., per Jas. Martin 47 75 

17 Saml. Edmunds, of Oil Creek cong.. Pa., per D. Reed.. 1 00 
" Ladies' missionary society of Utica, 0., cong., per Rev., 

J. C. Boyd 26 55 

22 W. M. M'D, of Southfield, Mich 10 00 

♦* Doctor R. W. Ritchie, of 2d cong., Phila 5 00 

27 Proceeds of medicines and professional services of Dr. 

Metheny, paid to Rev. R. J. Dodds 116 02 

Dec. 2 Princeton cong., Indiana, per J. E. Caruthers 20 00 

" Tophsam cong., Vt., per Daniel Lang 15 65 

13 Bethelcong., 111., $54.10, less Adams Express charge, $1 53 10 

21 Lind Grove cong., Iowa, per Rev. C. D. Trumbull 21 00 

" A Friend of Missions, of Clarinda, Iowa, per do., - 10 00 

22 Rushsylvania cong., Ind., O., per Wm. Wright 23 00 

23 Bloomington congj, Ind., per John A. Russell 82 00 

25 Joseph A. Torrence, Grove Hill, Iowa, $5 00 

" From do., for girls* school, Syria 5 00 

Total, per Rev. Josiah Dodds, 10 00 

30 New Alexandria branch of Rev. A. M. Milligan'scong., 

per J. M. Elder 40 05 
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1866. 
Jan. 2 Com. Bank, 6 mos. interest on $2,322.67 Allegheny Co. 

loan 58 07 

4 U. States, 6 mos. int., $150, bequest of*Wm. M'Knight, 

$4.50, prem. on do., 1.93 6 43 

" Wilkinsburg cong., per Henry Dean 22 73 

5 Bovina cong., per Rev. J. Kennedy 25 00 

12 City of Phila., 6 months interest on $50, bequest of W. 

M'Cracken 1 50 

" Do., 6 mos. int. on $100, donation of D. G., York, N. Y. 3 00 

16 Coldenham cong., per Rev. J. W. Shaw 11 00 

20 Macedon cong., per Rev. P. H.'Wylie 5 00 

23 A. Dodds, Lucesco, Pa., per Rev. T.Sproull 5 00 

26 J. B. Torrence, Belle Centre, O., 15 00 

27 Contribution of Rev. Dr. Sproull's Sabbath school, per 

J. T.. Morton 40 00 

29 A lady friend, per Rev. T. Sproull 5 OO 

" U. S. 6 months interest on $:i,00U, temporary loan, from "" 

20th September last to this date 43 06 

Feb. 2 Clarksburg branch of Rev. A. M. Milligan's cong., per 

J. Caldwell 33 50 

10 E. W. Hutcheson, of Olathe, Kansas 2 00 

" P.,mailedat St. Louis, .....% 5 00 

12 Rochester cong., N. Y., per Jas. Aiton 41 75 

" Miss Susan Boyd, of New Texaa .. $1 00 

" Johnny Boyd, Houston, found in his saving box, 

after his death, by his mother, per Rev. J. Hunter 5 03 6 00 
15 6 months interest on $500 U. S. 7,^ loan, donation of 

Wm. Brown, Jr.^ for female school, Syria 18 25 

Mar. 1 2d cong. (Dr. Stevenson's), N. Y., per W. J. Wiggins, 226 82 

" Wm. J. Steele, Allegheny City, per Rev. S. 0. Wylie, 5 00 

2 Slippery Rock cong.. Pa., per Robert Spear 70 00 

8 William Stavely, of Natrona, Allegheny co., Pa., 10 00 

9 Salt Creek cong., 0., $60 80, less Express charges, $1... 59 30 

12 Union cong., per R. M'Kinney .. 1 00 

15 Contribution of Mrs Borgman's class in the Parker In- 
stitute, Brooklyn, N. Y., per Mrs Borgman, for edu- 
cating: the first girls who entered the Syria school... 10 00 

" Hugh Patterson, of Zanesville, 0., per Rev. T. Sproull 10 00 

19 Jonathan's creek cong., 0., per Rev. A. MTarland, 15 00 

" Middle Wheeling cong., Va., per do '. 23 00 

" Robert Wylie, of Harlansburg, Pa., per Rev. S 0. Wylie 10 00 

21 Missionary Society of Boston, per Rev. Wm. Graham... 25 00 
" 2d coDg., Phila., last Sabbath collection, per W. Stewart 145 39 

27 Ladies' missionary society of 1st cong., Phila., per Miss 

A.J.Patterson 50 00 

" Children of Sabbath School of 2d cong., Phila., per John 

B. Stewart, treasurer 81 19 

28 Mrs. Dorothy Guthrie, per Rev. S. 0. Wylie 10 00 

" Clarinda cong., Iowa, per D. Gregg $32 15 

'• Missionary society, of do...... 30 00 62 15 

" Pittsburgh and Allegheny cong., per D. Gregg, treas... 262 18 
30 Wm. Brown, Jr., of 2d cong., Phila,, to be used exclu- 
sively for the benefit of the female school, Syria 50 00 
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Mar. 30 Thomas Arbuckle, of Bovina cong., N. Y., per Rev. J. 

Kennedy, 

Apr. 2 Stanton cong., HI., anonymous 

7 3d cong., KensingUp, Phila., per Wm. M'llhatton 

" 9 Additional from 2d cong., Philadelphia 

10 Crawford miss. soc. of Baltimore, per Miss Nancy 
Smith, treasurer 

18 2d cong., Newburg, N. Y., per Rev. J. R. Thompson... 
** Old Bethel cong., 111., per Rev. J. Wallace 

19 Danl. M'Caw, C.W., per D. B. Willson 



1865. Expenses, 



3 00 


38 10 


40 00 


10 00 


66 00 


34 78 


18 00 


1 25 



»8,446 37 



Apr. 28 To cash paid L. S. Ward, of Boston, freight on package 

for Dr. Metheny, to Liverpool $2 25 

Aug. 3 Paid Brown, Brothers & Co., for bill of exchange for 
£192.2s 3d, to order of Rev. Joseph Beattie, being 
£90 sterling, 6 months salary to Rev. R. J. Dodds, 
and £90 sterling to Rev. J. Beattie, from 1st October 
next to 1st April next, and £10 to Rev. J. Beattie 
in going to Latakiyeh, and balance £2.2s.3d. stg. to 
Br. Metheny, balance" in full his salary to same date 

April next 1,342 63 

" Amount received by Dr. Metheny for professional ser- 
vices and sales of medicine, by him retained and ac- ' 

counted for 614 00 

14 To cash paid Drexel & Co. for their bill of exchange on 
London for £100 sterling, sent Rev. R. J. Dodds, as 
traveling expenses of himself and family from Syria 699 92 
Oct. 27 To cash paid John Caldwell for bill of books bought for 

Dr. Metheny in Liverpool 10 00 

Nov. 4 To cash mailed to Rev. R. J. Dodds, at Lucesco 100 00 

17 To cash paid to Andrew Knox, of New York, for 

amount loaned Rev. R. J. Dodds $15 00 

" To cash paid Rev A. M. Milligan for amount 

loaned Rev. R. J. Dodds 47 00 62 00 

27 To cash paid Rev. S. 0. Wylie for amount loaned to 

Rev. R. J. Dodds, at Liverpool 42 00 

*' To cash paid Rev. R. J. Dodds, being balance in full 
his traveling expenses from Latakiyeh to Lucesco, 

Westmoreland Co., Pa ~. 48 00 

" To amount paid Rev. R. J. Dodds in Syria by Dr. Me- 
theny, and which is included in his traveling expenses 
'home, being proceeds of sales of medicines and profes- 
sional services 116 02 

29 To amount paid D. Gregg for Dr. Metheny, to be de- 
ducted from his next half year's salary 70 00 

Dec. 13 To cash paid Chairman, Foreign Postage., 1 00 

27 To cash paid Rev. R. J. Dodds, by hands of Rev. S. 0. 
Wylie, being his half year's salary, from 1st Oct. to 
1st April last. The above half year's salary is charged 
to Mr. Dodds on 8d August last, but afterward ap- 
propriated to mission expenses by order of the Board, 450 00 
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1866. 
Jan. 4 To cash paid Brown, Brothers & Co., for bill of exchange 
on London, to order of Rev. J. Beattie, for £40 sterling 
to pay him and Dr. Metheny for loss on bills exchango 

sent them up to Ist April next 277 42 

29 To cash paid Brown, Brothers & Co., for bill of exchange 
on London at 60 days, for £100 to Rev. Joseph 
Beattie, and one bill for £100 stg. do., to Dr. Me- 
theny, which pays their salaries in full from Ist April 

to 1st Oct. next .... 1,351 77 

Apr. 3 To cash paid Brown, Brothers & Co., for bill of exchange 
for £31 stg. to I*eoples Brothers, Liverpool, of which 
£7.13s.lld. is charged to Foreign Missions and £23 
6s. Id. is charged to Dr. Metheny personally, and to 
be deducted from his salary by order of the Board 189 86 
6 To cash paid Brown, Brothers & Co., for bill of exchange 
on London, at 6o days' sight, for £60 stg. to order of 

Rev. Joseph Beattie, for expense of mission 363 96 

Total amount balance in treasury 2,705 47 

«8,446 37 
William Brown, Treasurer of Foreign Mission, 
May 8, 1866. Audited by Board and found correct. 

Samuel 0. Wylie, Chairman, J. P. Stevenson, Secretary, 



REPORT OP THE TRUSTEE OP SYNOD. 
Fund for Educating Theological Students, 
1865. Or, 

Apr. • 20 Credit by amount balance in treasury as reported to 

Synod, to meet atUtica, 0., 24 May next $374 84 

May 15 By cash from City of New York, 3 months interest on 

$5,500 Water Stock, Acheson bequest, due ist inst... 68 75 

" James Campbell, of Rochester, per Rev. D. Scott, said 
to be one year's interest on bequest of Mary White, 

deceased, due 1st inst Ill 41 

July 1 U. S. 6 months' interest on $1,100, Elder bequest, $33, 

premium on do., $12.87 45 87 

'* Do., 6 months' interest on $200, formerly held in part 

by John Gray, $6, prem on do., $2.34 8 34 

" Do., 6 months' interest on $2000, Acheson bequest, due 

this day, $60 prem. on do. $23.40 83 40 

24 Rebecca M'Uhinney, of Morning Sun, Iowa, for edu- 
cating students 5 00 

Aug. 3 City of New York, 3 months' interest on $5,500, Acheson 

bequest, due 1st inst . 68 75 

18 United States, 6 months' interest on $1,000, invested 3d 

January last, 7j^^ loan 36 50 

Nov. 6 City of New York, 3 months- interest on $5,500, as above 68 75 

1866. 
Jan. 4 United States, 6 months interest on $200, $6.00, prem. 

on do., 2,58, 8 58 

" United States, 6 months interest on $2000, $60, prem. 

on do., $25. 80| total same as above 85 80 
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Jan. 4 United States, 6 montlis interest on $1,100^ (38, prem. 

814.19 47 19 

Feb. 2 City of New York, 3 mos. interest on $5,500, as above 68 75 

15 6 months' interest on $1,000, 7Y^5loan same as above 36 50 

Apr. 20 3 months interest on $500, temporary loan 7 50 

$1,125 93 

1865. Dr. 

Nov. 18 To cash paid David Gregg for benefit of students $300 00 

1866. 

Mar. 28 ^* ''■ " *' " « 50 00 

Apr. 20 Balance in treasury 775 93 

$1,125 93 
Ihind for Superannuated Ministers, 
1S66. Cr. 

Jan. 12 Credit by one year's interest from City of Philadelphia, 

same as formerly reported to Synod $ 10 42 

Dr. 
Mar. 28 To cash balance in full deposited in Philadelphia 

Savings Fund $ 10 42 

Theological Seminary Fund. 

1866. . Or. 

Apr. 20 Credit by cash from City of New York, being one year's 
interest on $5,000, Acheson bequest, in full up to Ist 
February last $ 250 00 

Mar. 20 To cash paid David Gregg, treasurer, one year's interest 

in full, paid in four quarterly payments 250 00 

William Brown, Trustee of R. P. Church, 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF SYNOD OF THE REF. PRES. CHURCH. 

Literary Fund. 
1865. Cr. 

Apr. 28 Credit by cash from John Caldwell for two Book of 

Government.... $ 70 

May 2 Rev. W. P. Johnston, one copy of Testimony 50 

" Robert Forsyth, for one copy of Testimony to sell 45 

8 Rev. J. R. W. Sloane, for six copies of Testimony 3 00 

24 Rev. T. SprouU, from sales of Book of Government 16 90 

26 John Gray, for former edition of Testimony 3 00 

" Rev. H. P. M'Clurkin, for Testimonies to be furnished 

by David Gregg 1 50 

July 24 City of Philadelphia, 6 months' interest due 1st inst 9 04 

11 D. Longwell^ and Nancy M'Donald, each one Testimony 1 00 
1866. 

Jan. 11 Robert Forsyth, for one copy Testimony to sell 45 

12 City of Phiiadelphia, 6 months' interest due 1st inst 9 04 

Mar* 1 Walter T. Miller, for Testimonies, per Rev. S. 0. Wylie 6 00 

Apr. 20 Amount overdrawn treasury ^ 86 79 

$138 37 
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1865. Dr. 

Apr. 20 To amount overdrawn the treasury as reported to Synod 

to meet at Utica, 0., on 24th May next 78 73 

May 26 To cash paid Rev. R. Z. Willson for services as Clerk of 

Synod 60 00 

June 10 To cash paid Jos. B. Rogers on order of Rev. R. Z. 

Willson as Clerk of Synod 7 50 

Aug. 10 To cash paid Harnden & Co., as freight on 14 copies 

of Testimonies to Burlington, Iowa, by order of Rev. 1 50 

J. M. McDonald 

1866. 
Jan. 2 To cash paid postage on 6 copies Testimony to Sparta, 

111., by order of Rev. B. S. Faris 64 

$138 38 
William Brown, Treasurer of St/nod, 
Audited the above reports and found correct, May 8, 1866. 

Samuel 0. Wylie, 
T. P. Stevenson. 



REPOKT OP TREASURER OP DOMESTIC MISSIONS. ' 

1865. Receipts. 

May 5 By balance reported to Synod $535 38 

16 Ca^h from Mrs. C. Snively, of Conococheague, per Dr. 

Sproull 50 00 

22 Collected by Rev. W. W. M'Millan, from January 1 

to May 8, '65 : • 19 50 

24 George Tennant, Sullivan, O., per Dr. Willson 1 00 

June 1 Miss Anderson, Slippery Rock cong., per iJr. Willson 5 00 

" David Brown, Cedarville, 4 00 

10 Mrs. Gray, Putnam Co., Ind., per J. A. Russel 5 00 

'* Credited by Rev. W. W. M'Millan, from May 8 to 

June 6, '65, in Kansas 48 00 

July 20 A Tenth to the Lord, mailed at Norfolk, Va 3 00 

26 Capt. Wm. E. Allen per Rev. J. J. M'C 1 00 

Aug. 4 6 months int. on $500, on Acheson bequest, per Wm. 

Brown 12 50 

" 6 months int. on $200 U. S. Bonds, bequest of Wm. 

Cunningham, coin 6.00 premium 1.77 7 77 

« 6 mos. int. on Allegheny Co. Bonds, due July 1, '65.... 58 06 

'• 6 « *• " 81,000, Elder bequest, U* S. Bonds 33 00 

Premium on above coin , 12 87 

'• 6 mos. int. on $1,700, Acheson bequest, Philadelphia 

City Bonds '. .• 31 35 

" 6 mos. int. on $200, E. Shields do do do 6 00 

"6 *« " " $50, W^m. M'Cracken, do 150 

(All the above int. on bequests, 163.05, of Wm. Brown, Phila.) 
21 Wm. Brown, Phila. int. on $1,000 Ohio Canal stock, 

due July 1, '65 30 00 

" Wm. Brown, Phila., 3 mos. int. on $500 5 per ot. Water 

Loan of New York City 6 25 

Sept. 29 Little Beaver* congregation, per Porter & Acheson 19 20 

Deo. 13 Balance collected in Kansas, per Rev. W. W, M'Millan, 131 50 

28 Vernon congregation, Wis., ptr W. L. Wright 14 00 
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1866. 

Jan. 3 Wilkinsburg congregation, per H. Dean 19 62 

11 Union congregation, &o. per Rev. J. Galbraith, 29 60 

23 William Brown, Phila., int. on sundry bequests, &c. 
Viz : Int. for 6 mos. on $200, bequest of Wm. Cun- 
ningham, dec' d., 600, premium 2.76 8 76 

Int. for 3 mos. on $500 N. York 5 per ct. Acheson 

bequest 6 25 

Int. for 6 mos. on $2,322.66 Allegheny 5 

per ct 68 06 

Int. for 6 mos. on SI ,000 Ohio State bonds 30 00 
u a u (. $1^100 U. S. 5-20s, 

Elder bequest 33 00 

Premium on above, 43 per ct 14 19 

6 mos. int. on $1,100 Acheson bequest, 

Philadelphia City ..,. 31 35 

6 mos. int. on $200, E. Shields bequest 6 00 

ic u a a 50, Wm. M'Cracken do 160 

3 << " *' 600, due Feb. 1, '66 6 26 195 36 

24 Lake Eliza cong., pr. Dr. T. Sproull 10 00 

Feb. 1 IJtica, 0., pr. Wm Stevenson 11 60 

March 6 Amicus for Indianapolis, perW. Wills 5 00 

$1,306 86 
1865. Expenses. 

May 22 Spent by Kev. W. W. M'JIillan, traveling $17 00 

** Remaining in hands of same of 8th inst 2 60 

June 7 Paid Rev. McMillan's orders in favor of Dr. Sproull 8 29 
10 Spent in traveling by Rev. W. W. M'Millan from May 

to June 6, '65 8 06 

Balance in Rev. W. W. M'Millan's hands 89 93 

July 22 Draft sent to Rev. J. A. Thompson 176 00 

October 12 Paid Rev. W. W. M'Millan's order per Dr. Sproull... 16 00 

19 Rev. J. Crozier, toward preaching at Indianapolis 70 00 
Dec. 13 Rev. W. W. M'Millan, balance collected from June 

6, '65, to date 131 60 

Rev. W. W. M'Millan, in full to 31st inst 110 86 

1866. 

Jan. 5 SentRev. J. A. Thompson 237 70 

$816 84 

By balancedue 491 02 

Respectfully submitted, Daniel Euweb, Treasurer, 



REPORT OF TREASURER OF SOUTHERN MISSIONS. 

1865. Receipts, 

May 5 By balance per account rendered to Synod $1,938 23 

15 *^ cash from Sabbath school in Coldenham, for Freed- 

men's school, Washington 12 00 

16 Lake Eliza con^Tegation, per Dr. Sproull 9 10 

22 Old Bethel congregation, per Rev. J. M'Cracken 15 26 

June 1 Miss Anderson, Slippery Rock congregation. Pa 5 (.0 

" James Dunlap, Dresden, Ohio 1 00 
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June 1 Mrs. Jane Dunn, of Western boo. Rehoboth cong., Iowa 1 00 

« Mrs. Jane Manners, « '' « " 6 25 

" " ^ancy Coulter, « « « " 1 00 

*' « Martha A. Daugherty, « « « 1 00 
" Southern Society, Rehoboth congregation, Iowa, per 

Miss Jane Adair... 10 00 

•< R. of Xenia, 0., per H. H. George 5 00 

" Princeton, Ind., per Rev. J. Stott 11 00 

** Daniel Kirkpatrick, Jr., Linton, Iowa 2 50 

^* Mrs. R. Law, New Concord, 8 00 

" William G. Reed, Kossuth, Iowa 5 00 

" Church Hill congregation. 111., for Natchez Mission... 25 00 

" Bethel congregation, per Rev. J. D. Faris, for do 43 00 

7 William Dunlap, Dresden, per D. Gregg 1 00 

*' Robert Kilpatrick, " '* •* 1 00 

*• J. M. Milligan, of Orange, per Dr. Sproull 15 00 

" J. Houston, " '* " « 2 00 

" Londonderry congregation, ** *' 3 50 

" Washington congregation, Iowa, " *' 6 00 

" Received D. Scott. " " 2 50 

9 Rev. Slater's congregation, per brother 65 00 

•* Mrs. Taylor, Brooklyn,*per Rev. J. H. B 5 00 

" Donations of T. N. Faris, Bloomington, Ind:, $25 for 

School Fund, and $10 for clothing — omitted Dec. 5, 

1864 35 00 

£8, contributed chiefly by members of Kilinchey cong., 

Ireland, per Dr. J. Newell 20 25 

26 Joseph Dodds, Win field, Iowa, 5 00 

July 17 St. Louis congregation, per Rev. J. M'Cracken 50 00 

^^ Sabbath col. in Washington Miss., per J. 0. Bayles 26 68 

21 J. C. K. Faris, p^r Rev. T. Sproull, 5 00 

26 Capt. W. E. Allen, per Rev. J. J. M'Clurkin 2 00 

27 Bal. rents, sale of books, kc, up to Ist July, '65, not 

previously reported by J. O. Bayles 261 31 

28 Rev. Robert Shields, per D. Gregg 4 00 

Aug. 11 Rev. William Stavely, per Mrs. Cameron 10 00 

" Samuel Cochran, Kansas, per Dr. Sproull 5 00 

15 Topsham congregation, per Rev. R. Z. Willson 19 00 

21 Rushland, Delaware Co., N. Y., A Tenth to the Lord, 

per William Brown 10 00 

" Nemo, Clarinda, Page Co., Iowa 5 00 

24 Stanton cong. 34.35, St Louis 40 00, Bethel 125.00, 
Churchill 83.75, Princeton 20.00—303.10, less ex- 
change, 50 ct8 302 60 

The above (302.60,) from Illinois Presbytery, by order 
Freed men's Committee, per Rev J. M'Cracken. 

« T. C. Faris, for clt»thing sold at Nat-hez 10 25 

Sept. 5 Mrs. Elizabeth M'Clure, Bewston Mills, West Va., found 
in the pocket of her son, James Blackwood MTlure, 

after his decease, being $2 in silver, prem. added 3 60 

" Mr. Lindsay, C. W., prem. one dollar Canada note, per 

Dr. Sproull 25 

12 New Alexandria congregation, per T. 0. Brown 65 50 

14 Syracuse congregation, per Rev. J. M. Jphnston 12 00 
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Sept 15 Ladies' Miss. Society, Allegheny, Pa., per Miss Sarah 

Boge:s, Treasurer 100 00 

22 Southfield coDgregation, per Rev. J. S. T. Milligan 18 00 

, '< Southfield Sabbath School, for books for Sabbath School 

in Washington, per Rev. J. S. T. Milligan 8 00 

26 MrP. Brpwn, Pleasantville, Pa., per Daniel Reed 25 00 

27 Elkhorn congregation, for Natchez Mission, per 

Rev. A.O.Todd «170 00 

Elkhorn Female Miss. Society, per Rev. A^ C. 

Todd , , 10 00 

$270 00 

Less Exchange , 1 00 269 00 

28 Salt Creek congregation, per James MHlartney 33 59 

Oct 10 Brownsville Ladies' Miss. Society, per Mr. J. 0. K. Paris 25 70 

12 A Tenth to the Lord, per William Brown 3 00 

*< Contents missionary box of dec'd. child of Jas. and Mary 

Aiken, per Dr. SprouU 1 25 

" Collected in Allegheny aod Pittsburgh, for Washington 

buildings, per Dr. Sproull 173 25 

19 Dr. A. Greer, per Rev. John Crozier 10 00 

24 Brooklyn congregation, per Rev. T. Sproull 26 35 

" Proceeds of Children's fair, held in First Church, Phila. 
for Colored Mission school in Washington, D. C, by 
the Misses Isabella Allison, Marion Harvey and Annie 
C, children of Dr. Brown, per William Brown 32 15 

27 Miss Bigham, Donegal, Ireland, in post office order from 

Princeton, Ind., per Rev. Jas. Stott, (for Library for 

colored people) 11 25 

Nov. 1 Old Bethel congregation, per Rev. J. M'Cracken 48 25 

" Clarinda congregation, per Rev. J. M'Cracken 10 00 

3 Janet Brown, Mercersburg, Pa 1 00 

17 Daniel Reed, Oil Creek, Pa 1 00 

29 John Guthrie. York, per Dr. Sproull 5 00 

*< Mrs. Crawford, Sandusky, per Dr. Sproull 5 00 

Dec. 8 Collected by D. Euwer, in Pittsburgh and Allegheny 

City, for Washington, D. C. Mission House 221 00 

13 Mr. W. Wills, Pittsburgh, for Wash. Mission House... 100 00 

15 New York cong., for Washington Mission House, D. C, 

per W. T. Miller 700 00 

'< First congregation, N. Y.City, W. T. Miller, for Freed- 

men's Mission 38-00 

'* Slippery Rock congregation, r R. Speer 35 00 

16 White Lake congregation, per Rev. J. B. Williams 13 00 

** Ryegate and Barnett c agregation, per J. M, Beattie.... 44 55 

" Marj Ann Cochran, Allegheny 1 00 

21 Lind Grove congregation, per Rev C. D. Trumbulll 26 75 

*^ H. Dean, Wilkinsburg, for Wash. D. C. Miss, building 100 00 

26 Joseph A. Torrence, Grove Hill, Iowa 5 00 

28 Jackson, 0., per Rev. S. Sterrett 30 00 

" R. D. Ritchie, M. D., 2d cong. Phila., per Wm. Brown 6 00 

1866. 

Jan. 1 Cincinnati congregation, per James G. Thompson 42 50 

2 A Friend of the Covenanter's Church, St. Louis, per 8. 

M. Edgett..... 500 00 
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Jan. 3 Wilkinsburg congregation, per H Bean 19 14 

5 St. Louis pongregjition, per Rev. J. M'Cracken 40 00 

8 Philadelphia congregation, &c., per William Dualap 427 50 

11 Union congregation, &c., per Rev. J. Galbraith 29 00 

17 York congregation, per Dr. Sprooll^ 59 50 

" B. M'Millan, of do. per do la 00 

'^ James Irving and John Brown, J'all River, Mass 3 83 

" A. Bunnet, Oneida, C. W., per Prof. Willson 20 

" William M'Crum, per W. Wills... ; 1 00 

18 Princeton congregation, per J. E. Carothers.. 13 35 

19 Society that meets at Mr. Rest's, Allegheny, per Mr. Best 46 50 

« N. Nelson, Esq., Allegheny, for Wash. Miss. House 10 00 

'* Rev John Crozier, to apply on his note, (rec'd since 

May 5,'65, 85 00 

23 Lisbon congregation, N. Y., per J. Coleman, through Wm. 

Brown, Philadelphia 29 75 

^' Miss Ferguson, Belfast, Ireland, to support a Teacher in 

Freedman's school at Washington, B C 280 00 

** A. Bodds, Lucesco, Pa., per Br. SprouU 5 00 

26 Mrs. Rowan, Brownsville, Pa ]0 00 

** J. B. Torrenpe, Bell Centre, 15 00 

Feb. 1 John Aikin, Allegheny, for Miss. House, Wash., B. C. 5 00 

" Oil Creek congregation, per Baniel Reed 17 00 

'* Utica congregation, 0., per William Stevenson 27 50 

Less Express charges 75 26 75 

3 Rushsylvania congregation, per Rev. P. H. Wylie. 8 16 

" Bovina congregation, per Rev. Joshua Kennedy 33 00 

'^ Two little girls, Kate Kennedy, Mary Bunn, per Rev. 

J. Kennedy.. 2 00 

** Rushsylvania, a Tenth from a young girl 3 00 

". Rushsylvania congregation, per Henry Qeorge 15 00 

" Cash from or per Prof. J. M. W 2 50 

6 Second congregation, Philadelphia, per W. Stewart 80 00 

9 Springfield, per Rev. J. J. M'Clurkin... 12 20 

" Greenville, " '< •* 16 33 

" Sandy, « " " " 6 20 

'» Capt. W.E.Allen, " *< 2 00 

*' Balance, « " 27 37 00 

10 Conococheague congregation, per Br. SprouU 25 51 

*' John Tibby, for Washington Mission House 2 00 

" J. P. M., St. Louis, Mo 5 00 

. 13 New Alexandria Freedmen's Mission Association, T. 0. 

Brown, Treasurer, per Rev. A. M. M 67 01 

" Greensburg cong., <* " " " , 14 00 

'^ Rochester congregation, per James Aiton 21 78 

14 Third congregation, Philadelphia, per Rev. S. 0. Wylie 15 59 

17 First congregation, Newburgh, per J. M. M'Cullough 40 00 
19 Churchill congregation, per Rev. J. M'Cracken, 40 00 

'' Ladies Missionary Society, per " ** 10 00 * 50 00 

21 Monongahela cong., per. Rachel Elliott, per Br. SprouU 30 10 

•* New Wilmington, per John Crozier, Jr 13 00 

26 Jackson, 0., per Rev. S. Sterrett, through B. Gregg 15 00 

" J. Steel, Allegheny, per Br. SprouU 5 00 

'* Old Bethel congregation. III., per J. B. MaUhews 23 00 
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March 1 Collections by Mrs. Carson in vicinity of Neilsburg, Pa., 

by Daniel Reed 10 00 

** Wilkinsburg cong., half each, for Washington and 

Natchez Mission, per H. Dean 69 82 

" Little Beaver, Porter & Acheaon 28 55 

3 Macedon congregation, per Rev. P. H. Wylie 6 00 

6 Wilkinsburg cong., €or Wash. Miss. House, per H. Dean 57 00 
" Bethel congregation, for Natchez, per Rev. D. S. Paris 71 50 

8 Cincinnati, O., per J. Thompson ... 25 00 

" H. and F. Missionary Society of Allegheny, per S. Orr 150 00 

9 J. M. Ervine, Bloomington congregation 10 00 

" Charles Ervine, ** " 5 00 

" J. B. Paris, *♦ '* 10 00 

'* T. N. Paris, « " ........ 25 00 

16 Sandusky congregation, 0., per D. Crawford 

19 Robert Wylie, Harlansburg, Pa , per Dr. Sproull 

22 Missionary Society, Boston,* per Rev. William Graham 
28 Mrs. Dorothy Guthrie, York, N. Y., per Rev. Dr. SprouU 

April 6 Amicus, per William Wills 

7 Mrs. Shields, Brookville, Pa., per Rev. M'Farland 

11 Clarksburg, per John Oplwell, Jr 

13 Brookland, &c., per Dr. SpruuU 

" Slippery Rock, &c., per Dr. Sproull 

'* Mrs. W. D. Johnston, Rochester, per Dr. Sproull 

" Mrs. Alcorn, Rochester, per Dr. bprouU 

20 Bequest of David George, dec'd., of Miller^s Run cong., 

JlOO, less collateral, 4.75 and U. S. tax, 6.00 

" Balance, from New York, for Washington Mission House, 

reported per Rev. J. C. K. Milligan 

Cash per Walter P. Miller 

21 Boston congregation, per Rev. William Graham; 

23 Mrs. M'Kibbon, Third cong., Phila., per Dr. Sproull.... 
" H. M. Bailey, Knoxville, ill , per Dr. Sproull 

24 J. R. Hemphill, Cedarville, 0., per Dr. ^illson 

25 James W. Irwin, Fall River, per Dr. Willson 

26 Invermay, C. W., per Dr. Sproull 

May 2 Vernon congregation. Wis., per VV. L. Wright 

Total receipts $8,199 38 

1865. Expenses. 

May 20 To draft sent to J. 0. Baylis, for clothing and feeding 

Freedmen $200 00 

June 1 Coupterfeit Western Reserve bill, No. 7360, date, Aug. 

26, '63, through Dr. Willson 5 00 

9 Amount paid J. C. K. Paris 127 40 

" Draft f'ent to D. C. Paris, at Natchez, to pay to six lady 
teachers, each $50 for traveling expenses, and $50 

each to D. C. Paris and brother * 400 00- 

" Cash paid by T. N. Paris to D C and J. Paris on account 

of salaries, Dec. 5, '64, (omitted) 35 00 

July 6 Miss C. S. Clough, one quar's salary in advance, per Mr. 

W. Wills 120 00 

17 J. O. Baylis, am't collected, reported June 30, '65 26 68 

20 J. C. K. Paris, for services in Rev. A. M.Milligan's 

pulpit, per Dr. Sproull 10 00 
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July 27 Expenses at Washington, $183.25. Less collection on 

Sabbath, preyiously reported, $46.68 86 57 

" One quar's. salary, to July, '65, to Mr. Baylis $150 00 

'* Fare to Philadelphia, per do 5 00 

« Cash to M. B. Floyd 19 74 174 74t 

28 Dmft senftoM. B. Floyd "80 26 

Aug. 4 J. W. Torry, to pay supplies of Rev. S. 0. Wylie's pulpit 100 00 

17 Draft sent to Rej. J. M. Johnston 75 00 

24 Draft sent to D. C. Faris, Natchez 81 00 

" Clothing sold and reported by D. C. Faris, 7th inst 10 25 

Sept. 1 Rev. N. M. Johnston for supply of Rev. A. M. Milli- 

gan's pulpit, 2d 20 00 

11 Draft sent Rev. J. M. Armour, one qrs. salary, ending 

October 26, 1865 250 00 

14 Rev. J. M. Johnston, one qrs. salary, commencing 12th 

inst ; 250 00 

22 J. 8. T. Milligan, supplying pulpit of A. M. Milligan, 2d . 20 00 

26 Miss S. J. and R. B. Speer, $60, each 120 00 

<* Sarah E. Morse, expenses 21 93 

" One qrs. salary to do 120 00 141 93 

" Emily Divoll, expenses 19 93 

*' One qrs. salary to do 120 00 139 93 

'* E. S. Clough, expenses 30 00 

12 Draft sent to Rev^ J. M. Johnston, for Misses M. J. 

Jamison and J. Holiday, each $60 ' 120 00 

<^ Draft sent to Misses E. S. Clough 120 00 

16 Sent Rev. J. M. Johnston, on account, per Adams Ex- 
press Co 275 00 

" Express charges on above , 2 00 

19 Rev. John Crozier, one day's supply to Rev. A. M. Mil- 

ligan's pulpit 10 00 

'« Rev. A. J. M'Farland, one day's supply to do 10 00 

" Rev. J. W. Sproull, one day's supply to do 10 00 

*' Dr. Sproull— supply pulpit in Greensburg 1 25 

Nov. 1 Draft sent to Rev. J. M. Armour to pay for Missionary 

House Lot in Washington, D. C 785 00 

" Rev. J. Hunter, supply to A. M. Milligan's pulpit 10 00 

13 D. C. and J. Faris 174 58 

12 Misses Mary Sterrett and Lizzie Morrison, one quar's. 

salary, each $60 120 00 

" Express charges on above , 1 00 

Dec. 8 Draft sent Rev. J. M. Armour 125 77 

" Draft sent J. M. Johnston, Natchez, Miss., per express 150 00 

" Express charges on the above 1 50 

22 Henry Dean's expenses to Washington 19 75 

27 Rev. J. M. Armour, to pay Lumber bill of Miss. House 695 26 

29 J. M. Johnston on account of salary 72 75 

« « <« «< « « 100 00 172 75 

1866. 
Jan. 5 Received J; M. Johnston's order in favor of Rev. J. 

M'Cracken, Nov. 13, '65 16 45 

18 Draft sent Rev. J. M. Armour 1,064 74 

23 J. W. Torry, Philadelphia, balance for supplv to Rev. 

S. 0. Wylie's pulpit ". 15 00 
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Jan. 24 Eev. J. M. Johnston, NatoheZ; Miss., per Adams Express"*" 150 00 

Charges on above 1 00 

Feb. 14 Rev. J. M. Johnston, Natchez, Miss., per Adams Express 400 00 

" Charges on above 1 50 

^ I '< Counterfeit 50 cts. and tare, 10 cts. from New Alexandria 60 

19 Elohange paid by Rev. J. M'Cracken on draft of 15tl^ 

inst. on 150 „ 25 

23 Draft on New York, No. 6,407, sent Rev. J. Armour, to 

pay balance on Mission House, Wa8hi%ton 261 14 

Mar. 23 Draft sent Emily C. Johnston 100 00 

'• Rev. J. M. Johnston 797 64 

25 Mrs. Helen M. Johnston, on her way to Washington as 

teacher 25 00 

April 13 Rev. W. Slater, for one day's preaching for Rev. A. M. 

Milb'gan i... 10 00 

20 Rev. J. C. K. Milligan, supply to^ New Alexandria 

pulpit, two days 20 00 

30 Draft sent Mrs. Emily C. Johnston 100 00 

May 11 Rev. 8. M. Armour, No. 361, 4J st Washington, D. C. 704 00 

$8,975 94 

By amount of credits to date 8,190 38 

Bahince due Treasurer % 785 56 

12 By Bloomington cong., per Levi E. Russell.... $ 48 31 
" Second cong., New York, per W. J. Wiggins 200 16 

" Maggie Kennedy, per do. do. 2 00 250 47 

Balance due Treasurer.... .^ % 535 09 

1865. 

May 5 Balance per report to Synod 1,938 23 

1866. 

May 11 Receipts to date, since above report 6,252 15 

12 do. do. do. 250 47 

Expenditures to date $8,975 94 

Balance due by Rev. John Crozier 452 25 

Respectfully submitted. Daniel Euweb, Treaxwter. 






REPORT OF TREASURER OF Bapa|OF CHURCH EXTENSION. 

1865. Ir^ I>T. Cr. 

Sept. 5 By subscription of P. R. Cazeafux $5 00 

16 Postage stamps $16 00 

23 Princeton cong., per J. E. Carothers 19 00 

Oct. 7 Baltimore cong., per Rev. W. P. Johnston 28 00 

*' P. B. Bogert, bill stationery, &c 52 50 

9 First cong., N. Y., per Wm. Fleming 44 26 

19 Second Miami cong., per Rev. H. Milroy 8 25 
Nov. ' 3 Kortright cong., per Rev. J. C. K. Mil- 
ligan 15 50 

*< Walton cong., per Rev. J. C. K. Milligan 27 00 
'< Sabbath School of Coldenham cong., per 

Rev. J. C. K, Milligan 7 50 

♦ This was lost by the burning of the steamer W. R. Carter. Dak'l. Euwib. 
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Dr. Or. 

Nov. 4 A friend of Missions, Fayston, Vt 2 00 

Dec. 1 P. E. Bogert, printing and stationery 5 60 

12 Lind Grove cong., Rev. C. D. Trumbull 20 50 
1866. 

Jan. 4 Wilkinsburg cong., per Henry Dean 11 45 

13 Allegheny cong., per Dr. SprouU 63 00 

Feb. 5 Second cong., N. Y., per W.'J. Wiggins 147 00 

Mar. 8 Clarksburg cong., per J. Caldwell, Jr^.... 26 00 

10 St. Louis cong., per J. M. M'Cracken 36 20 

15 New Alexandria cong., per T. G. Steel 23 38 

19 First cong., Phila., per W. M'Knight.... 51 01 

26 Rushsylvania cong., per Rev. P. H. Wylie 3 26 

April 13 Clarinda cong., per D.Gregg 12 00 

30 Walten cong., per Rev. D. McAllister 23 00 

May 3 Wilkinsburg cong., per Henry Dean ' 22 51 

11 Third New York cong 200 00 

To balance 721 70 

«795 81 «795 81 

" ^ By balance 72171 

Appropriated to Oil City congregation.... 500 00 

Balance available $221 71 

E. E. New Yoek, May 21, 1866. 

Walter T. Miller, Trecuurer. 



DIRECTIONS ANU INTIMATIONS. 

Presbyteries of New York, Philadelphia, Rochester and Pittsburgh directed 
to examine into and report upon the salaries of pastors, p. 235. Min, of '65, 
p. 178. 

S. Carlisle, A. Bowden and James Wiggins, No. 90 Warren st., New York, 
a Committee to receive and invest Testimonial Funds. Collections to be 
forwarded on or before Oct. 1, 1866. p. 298. 

Boards directed to make and include estimates in their reports, 

Committee to report on Covenanting, p. 204. 

Collection for Church Extension, first Sabbath of July. 

Board of Education, first Sabbath of September. 
~ "" first Sabbath of December, 

first Sabbath of February, 
first Sabbath of April. 



203. 



Foreign Mission, 
Domestic Missions, 
Freedmen's Mission, 



E^imates of the Funds needed for current year, p. 226. 
Congregations directed to take up collections for Literary Fund, p. 



228. 



REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 



Gttbbbnt Expenses. 

Dr. 

May 9 Balance on hand $1,120 46 



" William M'Orea.. 

« " David Wallace 

*' " Thomas Nelson.... 

'* " Thomas M'Gee 

*« " James M'Oartney., 

" ** R. 0. M'Gee 

«« " A. Stevenson 



"11 Robert M'Kinney., 



00 

1 60 

1 50 

90 

75 

30 

25 

1 50 



May 9 James Downie 30 

** *' John Forsyth 75 

" " John Magee 4 50 

" 13 Interest on U. S. bonds... 6 60 

'* 17 Monongahela cong., lnt.» 36 00 

" 19 1 yr's int. on cer. of dep.. 60 00 

'»22 Francis Wilson «. 7 00 

" ** Rev. J. R. Thompson 1 75 

«* " Wm. Thompson 1 75 

"•" A. Little 1 75 

" " J. Lawson 1 40 
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Minutes of the Synod of the 



May22 W. J. S. M'Alister V 00 

" " Jacob Dubois 2 80 

•* » R. J. M'Alister.... 3 50 

<« " Old Bethel congregation.. 24 00 

Jun. 2 John M'Elhenny « 3 00 

" " D. M'Connaghy 6 00 

" " Joseph M'Elhenny 1 60 

•* •* A. S. M'Clure 3 Y6 

" " D. Klrkpatrick 2 00 

" " Collected by J. B. Stuart 6 00 

*' 3 Clarindacongregation„.... 12 75 

** *♦ " » int. on notes 4 80 

«* " William Shaw « 6 90 

" « David Graham : 36 96 

•* ** " "Register's fees 1 62 

" " " " bonus on loan 12 32 

" 6 A Tenth to the Lord 2 00 

** " John Bennie.; 6 25 

*• <* John H. MTaden 2 80 

" <» M. W. Calvert 1 40 

" " James M'Orea.: 7 87 

** ** Hugh Crockett 4 20 

<« " W. M'Alister 95^ 

« << J. M. Milligan (Orange)... 5 00 

" *<.JohnWylie 50 

" ** Church Hill congregation 10 60 

** " Andrew Morrow 2 40 

«» " J. Curling 3 60 

" " J. Guthrie 1 00 

" »♦ Int. from Rehoboth cong.. 11 16 

•* •» Collection " "... 6 00 

" *« William Gillespie 3 00 

" " Wm. Hilton 7 00 

" " John Hilton 3 00 

" " J. W. M'Culloch 3 50 

** " Bethel congregation 16 75 

«* " Thomas N. Faris 6 00 

<* '< Int. on notes on Old Bethel 47 40 

<< 19 Acheson beqaest 62 50 

«* «* Int. on U. S. bonds 105 00 

" " Prem on the above 44 10 

« ** James Mitchell .• 1 50 

" 28 Int. from Salem cong 4 50 

" " Rev. R. Shields 4 00 

July 3 Rev. T. Sproull, D.D 12 00 

« " Rev. J. Hunter 6 00 

(< « James Jenkins 60 

" 25 Interest on U. S. bonds... 135 00 

«< «* I>remium on do 53 27 

<* " Collected by J. B. Stuart.. 1 00 

<* 27 J. C. K. Faris .• 5 00 

Aug. 14 Samuel Cochran 10 00 

" 16Rev. J. Love 8 20 

Sept 9 From Urbana, Illinois 10 00 

*« " A Tenth to the Lord 3 00 

** " Interest on U. S. bonds... 33 00 

" " Premium on ditto 14 52 

<* ** Acheson bequest 62 50 

" ** Mrs. A. Thompson,Canada 

money 6 00 

*« " " ** premium 1 80 

Qct.13 Interest on U. S. bonds... 105 00 

" ** Premium on ditto 44 77 

. <* " W. Alexander . 60 

<« 20 John Love 2 20 

« <« George Magee 3 00 



Oct.20 James Rodgers 60 

" *♦ Rev. J. C. Smith 6 00 

** " Slippery Rock collection.. 13 25 

" " New Castle collection 10 00 

" " Thomas Walker « 3 00 

" 24 D. J. Cummins 32 60 

Nov. 3 Collected by W. Rambo... 4 60 

" *♦ Collected by J. A. Russel.. 6 00 

" 7 W.Shaw 3 25 

" 17 Rev. J. 0. Baylis 2 40 

Dec. 8 R. Dodds 3 00 

" " J. Dodd9.« 1 60 

" '* J. C. Stott 3 50 

" ** Acheson bequest, 62 50 

" '* Utica congregation col.... 15 16 

'♦ " " " int. on notes-. 17 90 

** 16 Interest on U. S. bonds... 60 00 

" " Premium on ditto « 27 60 

« ** James Fraser 3 30 

«'28Mrs. Oudry 16 60 

" " John M'Clure ..« 1 75 

" " James Conner 3 00 

" " Col. by Rev. J.M.Johnston 28 00 

<* " Int. ** ** " 5 00 
1866. 

Jan. 2 George Alexander 3 00 

" 3 John Graham. 150 

" 6 Rev. J. M'Cracken 6 00 

" 19 T. N. Faris 6 00 

" 19 W. Shaw 12 00 

** " Margaret Hannay 6 00 

<♦ " Miss Eliza Sproull 8 00 

** 26 Walton congregation 62 00 

" 30 Rec'd by Dr. d! B. Wilson 2 60 

Feb. 5 Dr. S. Sterrett 6 00 

** " S. Thompson.. 14 40 

" " Rev. R M. C. Thompson 3 00 

" 10 T. M'Feeters « 40 

" <* James Montgomery « 75 

*• ** S. Allen 60 

" 12 Vernon congregation . 10 00 

" 13 Int. on U. S. 7-30 bonds... 80 30 

" 15 1st congregation, N. Y...« 55 00 

" '* Robert M'Kinney 1 50 

« " James Anderson 1 50 

« " John Dodds 1 60 

" " David Dodds 1 50 

«♦ '* John Forsyth.. 76 

«« " John Magee 4 50 

*« " John A. Dodds 1 60 

" " David Crow "3 00 

" " S. Crow 1 00 

Mar. 2 Clarinda congregation..... 7 46 

" 5 Bethel congregation 6 85 

** 6 Jamf'S Boggs 3 00 

" " W. M'Cune.. 3 Oo 

" 8 Mrs. J. Williams 2 00 

" '* D. Wallace 1 60 

" " W. George 90 

** " J. M'Cartney 75 

** " A. Stevenson «... 25 

" " R. L. Wallace 1 00 

" <* D. M*Naughton 63 

" *' Thomas M'Gee 90 

" " R. C. M'Gee 30 

» " Mrs. J. M*Qee 2 00 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Reformed Pre%hyterian Church. 



245 



Mar. 2 W. M'Crea ,.. 4 60 

" '< M. Hardesty..^ .; 2 00 

•* 10 W. Haslett - 3 00 

" 13 Samuel Henning 4 50 

« <- Jane Henning 4 50 

'* 15 Andrew M'Creery ..- 160 

" " John Coleman 3 75 

«* 21 W. Slater 3 00 

** 22 let cong. Phila. collection 34 07 

" •* W.Kennedy 19 60 

" " M. Orr 6 40 

Apr. 3 John Wright ....^ 21 00 

" *' W. M'Knight 36 00 

*» " W. W. Keys...., 18 00 

" " A. Walker 6 00 

" " R. Forsyth.. 30 

" ** D. Smith 1 60 

" " Clarinda congregation.... 6 36 

" '* 2d congregation, N. Y 172 64 

" 4 A. B. Copeland ^ 1 85 

" 25 Thomas Dunn 1 50 

" ** J. Dougherty.. 60 

" " R. Dodds ; 3 00 

** " J. Downie 30 

" ** Union congregation, Ac... 3 00 

" •* Int. on U. S. bonds 33 00 

" " Premium on do 8 91 

" 26 J. Brown, dec'd, per Mrs. 

Brown« 72 00 

" *< int. on bond in hands of 

treasurer 60 00 

" " Balance on hand, 537 62 

Total 12,916 75 

1865. Cr. 

Jun.26 By water tax $3 80 

Oct. 20 Counterfeit scrip.....; 50 

Nov. 2 Papering hall 7 25 

" " Table damask, 4 00 

" 3 Paper bill 5 45 

"15 Prof. J. M. Willson 100 00 

Dee. 9 Express charges 75 

'* 13 S. Henderson, glazing 4 75 

** 18 Prof J. M. Willson 400 00 

«* 30 Coal bill 18 00 

1866. 

Jan. 1 Rev. A. J. M'Farland 7 50 

*« 19 Prof. SprouU, J yr*s salary 375 00 

" 29 Prof. Willson, 3 mos do... 500 00 

Feb. 6 Rev. T. fiannay 15 00 

Mar. 9 Rev. J. Crozier. 7 50 

" 10 Rev. R. J. Dodds 7 50 

Apr. 3 Rev. S. 0. Wylie, expense 16 00 

<» •* Prof. Willson, on account 172 64 

" 4 S. Henderson 50 00 

»« 9 M'Farland & Collins, bill 

matting 18 75 

May 2 Prof. Sproull, in full to Ist 

November, 1866 376 00 

<« 4Prof. Willson,- in full to 1st 

November, 1866 327 36 

$2,916 76 
Remainder of Report on page 250. 



Balance on hand at former 

report 1,120 46 

Balance on hand, this report 537 62 
Expense more than income- for 

the past year, is» 582 84 

BNDOWMBMT FUND. 

1865. Dr, 

May 9 Bal. on hand at last report $725 23 

•* 17 David Parkhill « 25 00 

•* ** Robert Parkhill 25 00 

" 22 Rev. J. B. Williams 25 00 

June 2 A. S. M'Clure 50 00 

" " Collected by J. B. Stuart 15 00 

" 3 James Hutchison..* 20 00 

** 5 W. Shaw ICO 00 

" 6 A Tenth to the Lord 3 00 

« " W.M'Alister 10. 00 

«« <♦ Hugh Crockett 30 00 

«< " A. Morrow..^ ^ 00 

" " D. Forsyth 25 00 

** <* W. Gillespie 25 00 

•* 28 J. Rowan 25 00 

Aug.l5Rev. J.Love 25 00 

Sept. 9 A Tenth to the Lord 5 00 

Oct. 20 John Love 60 00 

Nov. 6 James Auld 3 00 

" " R. Hood 10 00 

** *' J. Donaldson 10 00 

" 7 W.Shaw 100 00 

" 13 J. Eraser 25 Oo 

Dec. 15 J. M'Afec 25 35 

"28 J. M^Clure 25 00 

" " Three ladies 6 00 

" " James Connor^.. 5 00- 

1866. 

Jan. 3 James Graham ;. 25 00 

" 19 Rev^T. Sproull 300 00 

Feb. 8 S. Thompson 40 00 

** 10 Thomas M'Feeters 6 25 

« 14 W. Dunlap 100 00 

Mar. 5 A member of Elkhom con 2 50 

" " 8. M. Little 10 00 

" ** D. Stormont ♦.. 6 00 

" '« C. Allen. 5 00 

" ♦* J. Preston , 2 00 

« *♦ C. Preston 6 00 

** " R. C.Miller 25 00 

#" " D. S.Faris « 35 CO 

"15 A. M'Crea ' 10 00 

Apr. 3 W. Creighton 5 00 

" 4 A. B., Copeland 20 00 

« 25 J. Brown, dec'd, per Mrs. 

Brown 200 00 

" 25 8. M'Crum 15 00 

" «• Thomas Dunn 25 00 

$2,252 33 
1865. Cr, 
May 13 By one 7-30 U. S.bond.... 1,000 00 
Balance on hand $1,252 33 

$2,252.33 
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STATISTICS OF THE 



OONOBEOATIONS. 



New York Presliytery. 

First New York, 

Second New York,*... 

Third New York, 

Brooklyn, «... 

Boston, 

First Newburgh, 

Second Newburgh,.... 

Coldenham, 

White Lake, 

Walton, 

Kortright, 

Bovina, ** 

Byegate and Barnet,... 

' Craftsbury, 

Topsham, 

West Hall Miss. Sta.,.. 
Ballibay Miss. Sta...... 

Centreville Miss. Sta.,. 
Argyle MisB. Sta., 



J. 0. K. Milligan,.... 
A. Stevenson, D. D.. 

J. a. W. Sloane, ', 

J. H. Boggs, ..... 

William Graham,.... 

Samuel Carlisle, , 

J. R. Thompson, 

J. W. Shaw... , 

J. B, Williams, 

David M'Allister,... 

J. 0. Baylis, 

Joshua Kennedy,.... 
Jas. M. Beattie,... 

No Pastor, 

No Pastor, 



Total, 

Fhllad'a. PreslbyteiT' 

First Philadelphia, 

Second Philadelphis 
Third Philadelphia,* 

Baltimore, 

Conococheague, 



Total,. 



Boebester Presliytery. 

Rochester, 

York...... 

Sterling, 

Syracuse, 

Lisbon, < 

Ramsay, C.W., 

Glengary, 0. W 

Toronto, 0. W., 



Total,. 



Lakes Presbytery. 

First Miami, , 

Second Miami, 

Rushsylvania, 

Macedon, 

Cincinnati, 

Cedarville, , 

Southfield, 

Cedar Lake, , 

Novi, , 

Lake £liza, 

Garrison, , 



PASTORS. 



R. Z. Willson,.. 



T. P. Stevenson,.. 

S. 0. Wylie,... 

R. J. Sharpe...... 

W. P. Johnston,.. 



J. M. Willson,. 



R. D. Sproull,..41 N. 

S. Bowden, ^ 

M.Wilkin, 

J. M. Johnston, ..... 



P. 0. ADDRESSES. 



168 W. 40th St., N. Y......... 

341 W. 12thst.,N. Y., 

273 W. 22d St., N. Y., 

Brooklyn, N. Y., 

East Cambridge, Mass., 

Newburgh, N. Y., 

Newburgh, N. Y., 

Coldenham, Or. Co., N. Y...... 

White Lake, N. Y., 

Walton, Del. Co., N. Y.,.„ 

Kortright, Del. Co., N. Y...... 

Brushland, Del. Co.,N. Y...... 

Ryegate, Vt., 

East Craftsbury, Vt., 



W. Galway, Pulton Co.,N. Y., 
Camptown, Bradford Co., Pa., 
Glenwild, Sull. Co., N. Y., 
W. Hebron, Wash. Co., N. Y., 
8*7 Perry street, N. Y., 



1329 Vine st.,. .... 
636 N. 17th St.,... 

712 Otis St., 

135 Aisquith st.,. 



I 



115 

160 

120 

25 

36 

100 

72 

19 

36 

21 

25 

20 

79 

41 

34 



223 

364 

295 

108 

119 

213 

160 

50 

87 

48 

60 

55 

183 

76 

50 



Allegheny, Pa., 



R. Shields,., 



St. Paul's St., Rochester, N. Y, 

York, Liv. Co., N. Y., 

Sterling, N. Y., 

Syracuse, N. Y., 

Lisbon Center, N. Y.,, 

Bennie's Corners, C. W., 



D. Scott,. 



Total,. 



J. L. M'Cartney,.,... 

Wm. Milroy, 

P. H. Wylie, 

P. H. Wylie, 

H. H. George, 

H. H. George 

J. S.T. MilUgan, 

J. French, 

B. M'CuUough, 

R. M. 0. Thompson,. 



N. R. Johnston,.. 
R. J. Dodds, 



73 

6 
6 
3 
5 
2 

22 

5 
6 
6 
5 



Belle Centre, Ohio, 

Belle Centre, Ohio,.. 

Rushsylvania, Ohio........ 



Cedarville, Ohio,.... 

Cedarville, Ohio, 

Birmingham, Mich., 

California, Mich., 

Novi, Mich., 

Hickory Point, Ind., , 

Orange, Ind., 

Belle Centre, Ohio, 

Belle Centre, Ohip^^^^g.^^^... 



903 

100 
97 
35 
23 
25 

280 

48 
69 
41 
23 
23 
10 



2191 

213 

241 

97 

58 

58 

667 

109 
175 
89 
67 
51 
20 



24 



29 

4 

6. 

4 

4 . 

3 

3 

6 

4 

2 

3 



16 



214 

40 
37 
15 
15 
12 
16 
67 
33 
7 
18 
13 



535 

110 
93 
46 
35 
81 
37 

17« 
72 
16 
36 
28 



49 22 



273 679 



REFOBMED PRB8BTTERIAII CHURCfl. 



Increase. 


Deerease. 


CONTRIBUTIONS. 


r 


1 


& 


i 






I 


j 


1 


1 


P 


1 


J 


If. 


i 


TOTAL. 


»6 

23 

8 


•77 

10 
12 
31 
6 
10 


6 

18 

10 

2 

•7 
•7 
8 


83 
35 
20 
14 
38 
13 
18 


4 
6 

1 


3 

8 

14 

"2 

1 
3 


2 

3 

6 

|4 

3 

9 

1 


6 
11 
23 
10 

6 
10 

4 


$ 135.00 
342.00 
250.00 


$ 60.00 
130.37 
475.00 
23.00 
16.00 
17.31 
16.00 
19.78 
20.00 
52.13 


$ 38.00 
110.40 
675.00 


$'66.00 
158.16 


$1,750.00 

2,000.00 

2,000.00 

800.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

1,000.00 

400.00 

426.00 

400.00 

600.00 

600.00 

650.00 

600.00 

250.00 


$ 200.86 


$ 1,090.60 

4,286.29 

2,660.00 

490.00 

626.02 

1,168.72 

664.48 

77.66 

60.00 

1,088.66 


$ 3,3^9.46 
7,026,22 


800.00 
612.00 


6,850.00 


4 




1,825.00 


5 
10 

8 
3 


25.00 
140.00 
34.78 
11.00 
17.60 
61.25 
26.55 
44.00 
8i.42 


66.30 
40.00 

12.00 
27.00 
27.00 




1,721.32 


15.50 
138.66 




2,371.53 


84.00 


1,826.91 
620.44 


6 
13 

3 
♦2 

9 


4 
6 
2 
10 
6 
2 


1 

1 
2 


5 
9 
3 
11 
8 
2 


1 


6 

1 

5 

1 


2 
1 

1 


9 
2 

1 

8 

1 


68.80 
62.00 


609.30 




1,681.04 




526.55 




35.00 
44.66 








679.00 


16.20 


6.60 




110.27 
150.00 


908.04 




650.00 


• ••» 












250.00 


"■"" 





... 










... 




206.61 

160.20 

114.76 

70.00 




••••.-••••.. 


68.25 
6.00 


16.24 


280.00 


***** 





... 


... 


... 


... 




165.20 







. 114.75 







... 











... 









• ..••.M...... 







70.00 





183 

10 

16 

13 

2 


66 

8 
19 
13 

3 


259 

18 

35 

26 

5 


12 


44 

9 

31 

3 


... 


... 




: 


90 

4 
9 
5 

4 


34 

4 
3 
2 


90 

13 

34 

5 


$1158.50 

201.41 

291.58 

56.00 

66.00 


$ 1396.26 
100.00 


S 1064.26 

70.83 

203.50 

15.67 


$503.71 

227.57 
272.00 




$13176.00 

1,850.00 

1,600.00 

1,196.50 

600.00 


$1660.11 

230.87 

300.00 

113.00 

28.00 


$12345.94 

1,103.30 

1,228,94 

343.45 

449.26 


$31231.12 

3,783.98 
3,796.02 


10.00 


1,734.52 




1,143.26 








••...•..*•.... 


•••.■ 


... 


..•*• 


... 


... 










** 










22 

5 

12 

...» 
3 


41 

8 
6 
4 

1 


43 

4 
1 


84 

12 

1 
4 
4 
2 

1 




43 


9 


52 


$ 614.99 

75.00 

92.00 

25.00 

8.00 


$ 110.00 

25.00 
15.00 


$ 289.90 

60.00 
85.00 


$499.67 


$5,146.60 

1,000.00 
1,OOQ.OO 
610.00 
650.00 
276.00 
281.26 


$ 671.87 

2,200.00 
600.00 


$ 3,124.96 

625.d0 
90.00 
200.00 
138.00 
178.00 
90.00 


$10457.78 
3,875.00 




6 
4 

3 


1 
4 
1 
3 


7 
8 
1 
6 


3.60 


1,785.50 
735.00 




11.61 
29.00 
17.25 




334.00 


1,041.51 


IIAO 


' 


483.00 


16.25 


18.00 


457.15 


... 


... 


... 


... 


... ........... 


22 

4 

14 
12 


25 

1 
4 
4 
1 
2 





t 2 
t 1 
[ 5 
1 •••« 


5 

2 

3 

4 
16 


30 

7 
6 
4 
1 
2 
2 

21 
5 
5 

20 


***. 


... 


... 


... 


.••... •••... 






••*••••••. 










i 

2 


13 

8 
5 
2 
2 
6 
1 

8 
... 

7 
8 


9 

2 
3 
1 

"3 

"2 


22 

10 
8 
3 
2 
7 
1 
6 

13 
5 
9 
8 


$ 217.00 


$ 67.40 


$ 192.76 

50.00 
40.00 
22.00 
6.00 
42.00 
30.00 
17.56 


$ 19.75 
10.00 


$ 3,617.26 

500.00 
400.00 
226.00 
160.00 
473.00 
300.00 
800.00 
600.00 
100.00 
200.00 


$3062.00 


$ 1,221.00 

1,160.00 
336 00 
175.00 


$ 8,377.16 
$1,710.00 








776.00 


26.16 
5.00 


4.76 

3 25 

27.98 


8.00 




460.91 




174.25 


20.00 
20 00 




2,245.00 


2,807.90 







350.00 


25.00 
10.00 


21.00 




2,196.00 
60.00 


3,059.51 






570.00 




12.00 

10.00 

9.00 






112.00 


6.18 


10.00 


6.00 






' 232.18 


• 





9.00 






.....•...••..* 




... 


..... 


... 


... 


... 


••• 








" *** * 










51 


I 26 


25 


72 


3 


47 


11 


I73 


S 72.34 


$ 66.98 


$ 238.56 


$ 64.00 


$3,658i|)t 


^cLbv.KaiC 


$_ 6,162.00 


$8,: 



•One adalt. 
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MmtUes of the Synod of the 



Plttslimrgb PrwIiTteiT. 

AUegheDj, 

Pittsburgh, 

Wilkinsburg, 

Union, 

Springfield, OnenTille, Ac., 

Rehoboth, 

Jackson and Poland,.. 

Salem, 

Oil Greek,. ^. 

Brookland, &c., 

Little Beaver, 

Slippery Bock, Aec.,... 
New Alexandria,.... 

Monongahela, 

Pine Creek, 

Miller's Run, 

Oil City, 



Thos. SprouU, D.* D., 

A. M. Milligan, 

Joseph Hanter,.' 

John Galbraitb, 

J. J. M'Clurkin, 



Allegheny, Pa., 

New Alexandria, Pa 

Wilkinsbarg, Pa., 

Glade Mills, Butler Co., Pa.,. 
Mercer, Mercer Co., Pa.,«..... 



Samuel Sterritt,... 
A.J.M'Farland,... 

D. Reed, 

Robert Reed, 

N. M. Johnston,... 
John Calvin Smith,.. 



Total, 

OUo PrwIiyteiT* 

Utidk, \ 

Sandusky, / 

Salt Creek, 

Londonderry, 

Muskingum & Tomica, 
Jonathan'8Creek,&c 1 
Middle Wheeling, J 
Brownsville, 



John W. SprouU,. 

Wm. Slater,... 

Thos. Hannay, 



Total, 

Illinois Presbytery. 

Old Bethel, 

Bethel, 

Churchill, 

Elkhorn, 

Princeton, 

Bethesda, 

St. Louis, 

Stanton,. 



North Jackson. Ohio, 

Brookville, Jeff. Co., Pa...... 

Titusville, Crawford Co., Pa 
Lncesco, Westm'd Co., Pa... 
New Galilee, Beaver Co., Pa 
Rose Point, Law. Co., Pa.,... 

New Alexandria, Pa., 

Elizabeth, Allegheny Co., Pa 



Venice, Wash. Co., Pa.,., 

Oil City, Pa 

Allegheny, Pa., 



J. C. Boyd, 

H. P. M'Clurkin 

Jas. A. Thompson,... 
J. O.K. Paris, 

A. M'Farland, 



Utica, Ohio, 

N. Concord, Musk'm Co., 0., 

Londonderry, Ohio,.. 

Dresden, Ohio, 

Putnam, Ohio, 

Jolly, Monroe Co., Ohio...... 



Jas. Wallace, 

D.S. Paris, 

Wm. F. George,. 

A.C.Todd, 

Stott, 

D. J. Shaw, 

J. M'Cracken,.... 
J. Middleton, 



Olathe & Pleas't Ridge 



Total, 

Iowa Presbytery, 

Sharon, 

Rehoboth, 

Lind Grove 

Washington k Amboy, 

Grove Hill, 

Kossuth, 

Clarinda, , 

Maquoketa, 

Albia, 

Ternon, 



Sparta, Illinois, 

Sparta, Illinois,.. 

Coultersville, Illinois, 

Elkhorn, Illinois, 

Princeton, Indiana,.. 

Bloomington, Indiana,. .>..... 
Gamble At. A High St., St LoniB, h 
Stanton, Illinois, .-. .. 



W. W. M'Millan, Olathe, Kansas, 



J. M. M'Donald,... 

R. B. Cannon, 

CD. Trumbull,... 
S. M. Stevenson,.. 
R. Hutcheson, 



Total, . 



D. M'Kee, 



J. Love, 

R. Johnston,.. 



Morning Sun, Iowa,.... 
Columbus City, Iowa,« 

Dodgeville, Iowa, 

Washington, Iowa, •••... 

Fairbank, Iowa, 

Kossuth, Iowa, 

Clarinda, Iowa, 

Hopkington, Iowa........ 

Eddyville, Iowa,...,;,.., 
Waukesha, Wis., 



.|38'26 318It1I 
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Increase. 



T 3 



Decrease. 



*1S 

6 

1 



83 



CONTRIBUTIONS. 



1413.48 



200.00 
65,50 
68.60 



98.00 
25.00 



29.00 
70.00 



14.25 



$ 50.00 



$ 950.00 



100.00 
29.50 
30.00 



535.00 



22.20 

50.00 

■328.86 



$165.50 



100.00 
29.00 
37 00 



45.00 
26.50 
27.00 



32.55 
105.00 
346.48 



85.00 



'6 

I 



$1560.00 



50.00 
23.05 



29.50 



75.05 



$1000.00 



700.00 
700.00 
440.00 



296.00 
600.00 
400.00 



500.00 

600.00 

1,000.00 



500.00 
+655.00 



$2037.08 

130.00 

775.00 

305.00 

30.00 



72.00 



2,170.00 



$ 6,116.01 

130.00 

1,925.00 

1,152.05 

605.60 



220.00 
1,000.00 



96.40 
462.42 



231.11 

71.00 



TOTAL. 



561.00 

1,754.00 

987.00 



752.15 
1,362.47 
1,675.34 



830.36 
2,906.00 



50 



111 

9 

3 

13 

5 



96 



108 



$983.78 



67.63 



127.64 
17.65 
22.00 
15 00 
23.00 



$1145.56 

17.48 

10.56 

43.50 

3.00 



$1783.53 

23.65 
16.15 
156.59 
9.00 
14.00 
25.00 
20.00 



$343.10 

33.05 
'2*6.'40 



21 

8 
10 
4 
9 
2 
10 



6 ... 



37 



10 



26 47 



73 



$272.92 

15.00 
54.35 
25.00 
122.15 
20.00 
83.00 
47.75 
Report 



$ 74.54 



15.00 



14.00 

160.00 

10.35 

29.00 



$ 264.39 

47.10 
185.50 

75.00 
622.40 

13.55 

48.56 
126.35 



mislaid. 
174.00 



33 

15 

9 

§12 

5 

2 . 

2 
3 



$367.25 

37.90 
19.00 
32.00 



48 



57 



$ 402.35 

49.75 
77.00 



61.85 



$150.75 



* 00 to mm PUtsbargb Congregation. 



$ 126.75 
t Two *adalt8. 



$233.45 

600.15 

192.75 

10.50 



$1118.46 



650.00 



37.00 
11.50 



16.00 
311.00 



$1025.50 



$7896.00 

475.00 
117.00 
823.00 



$3242.00 



194.75 



129.00 
45.00 



10.00 



9.00 



$2120.00 

725.00 
600.00 
620.00 
800.00 
400.00 
501.00 
1,180.00 
390.00 



$822.40 



148.30 



33.45 



$161.75 



325.00 
150.00 
230.00 



$ 194.75 

47.45 
113.00 
20:00 
161.70 
85.00 
90.55 
96.05 



$5216.00 

900.00 
536.00 
550.50 
340.00 

iso.oe 



406.60 
11224.00 



$3106.10 



$5358.01 

346.13 
24.98 

740.95 
39.65 
80.00 

120.00 
95.00 



$20756.98 

962.94 
168.69 
2,112.83 
69.30 
441.00 
439.00 
413.00 



$1446.71 $4,606.76 



471.00 



$1084.75 



1021.00 



272.75 
807.00 



12.00 



356.25 

317.00 

448.50 

1,335.00 



319.72 
180.95 



$2957.42 

396.00 

1,000.00 

278.73 

79.00 

95.00 



195.00 



$2112.75 $2043.73 



1,805.95 

1,462.60 

1,213.00 

3,201.25 

538.90 

1,071.83 

1,640.10 

390.00 

645.00 



$11968.63 

3,292.95 

1,631.00 

1,170.98 

1,237.50 

24(^00 

465.00 

704.90 

535.00 



$P 



X For preaching, g Six of these absent since 1857. Q Bap] 
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Minutes of St/nod. 



LIBBAET FUND. 

1865. Br, 
May 9 To cash on hand, last rep*t 92 48 
Sept. 9 A Tenth to the L6rd 2 00 

1866. 
Mar. 2 Collection to insure library 7 26 



$101 14 
1866. Cr, 
Oct. 20 By repairing bookca8e.,3 95 
-Mar. 9 Insurance 4 00 7 95 



Balance in treasury of library.... $93 Y9 



student's fund. 

1866. Dr. 

Nov. 16 To cash from W. Brown....$300 00 

1866. 
Apr. 3 " " **.... 50 00 



Cr: 



$350 50 



By amount paid at different 

times to students $ 350 00 



Synod some years ago limited your committee to seventy-five dollars per annum, 
but as expenses have so much increased, your committee, with the consent of the 
Professors, gave students who required it one hundred dollars per annum. I now 
ask that you increase the amount to oae hundred and twenty dollars per annum to 
students who need it. / David Orbgg. 

Pittsburgh, May 11, 1866. 
accompanying accounts, and find them all correct. 



the 



W^ have examined 
Balances as follows : 

Endowment Fund $1,252 33 

Current Expense account 537 62 

Library 93 79 



Total in Treasury, this date...'.. 



$1,883 74 

Daniel EuwEB, 1 >i„j.y««.. 
William Wills, j^*'^*^^"- 



1806. 



May 11 To amount of United States bonds held by me at this date $11,200 00 



Judgment bond, interest 6 per cent., and bonus 2 per cent.. 

Cash on hand, per report 

Endowment Notes unpaid, remaining in my hands, some of 

them doubtful ^ , 

Acheson bequest, in the hands of Wm. Brown 



616 00 
1,252 33 

1,200 00 
5,000 00 

$19,268 33 

In order to relieve me of some of the trouble as Treasurer, Synod some years ago 
instructed me to deliver the notes in my hands to the minister or session of the con- 
gregation to which they belonged. I did so, and then considered I had no further 
charge of them. Some congregations have paid scarcely anything since, while others 
have paid nearly all. I now submit this list : 



ve 


red to 






Delivered to 






ev 


J. M. Johnston, 


notes,. 


$75 50 


Rev. J. Kennedy, 


notes,.. 


...$665 00 


u 


J. 0. K. Milligan 


11 


525 00 


" S. 0. Wylie, 


i< 


670 00 


(( 


A. M'Farland, 


n 


378 00 


" J. S. T. Milligan 


U 


319 00 


i( 


J. L. McCartney, 


ti 


35 00 


" H. H. George, 


It 


638 00 


u 


S. Bowden 


u 


212 50 


« R. Reed, 




307 00 


u 


P. H. Wylie, 


ii 


193 00 


Mr. W. Rambo, 




120 00 


<i 


J. R. Thompson, 


u 


260 00 


Rev. J. C. Boyd, 




841 00 


t( 


J. Galbraith, 


it 


630 00 


" D. S. Faris, 




835 00 


(t 


M. Wilkin, 


u 


.;....265 00 


Bethel congregation,/ 


* u 


370 00 


it 


J. C. Smith, 


a 


150 00 


Monongahela cong. 




.... 500 00 


u 


D. Scott, 


n 


115 00 








he 


notes obtained 


by A. 


Milligan w 


ere not reported to me. 


I believe Rev. 



M'Donald had notes that were not reported to me. 

With this report I wish to tender my resignation as Treasurer, as your Committee 
to which my report last year T^as submitted, made some remarks, that are in your 
published minutes, which to me are not satisfactory. I hope f ou will find a better 
Treasurer. Respectfully submitted, David Gregg, Treasurer, 
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THE LATE MEETING OF SYNOD. 

Rochester, where the Synod held its sessions, is one of Ihe 
finest inland cities in the country. It is situated in the valley of 
the Genesee river, a few miles above its entrance into Lake Ontario. 
The falls of this river, a beautiful sheet^of water of some sixty 
feet perpendicular descent, are within the limits of the city. The 
water power thus furnished adds greatly to its prosperity. 

The congregation of our brethren in Rochester, though not* 
large, is in a healthful and growing condition. They have re- 
cently built a house of worship, reckoned among the best in the 
Covenanting Church, and are nearly if not altogether out of debt. 
The arrangements made for the accommodation of the members 
of the Synod were most judicious, and reflect no little credit on 
the pastor, officers and people. The vote of thanks at the close of 
Synod was not a mere form, but the utterance of hearts that felt 
and appreciated the hospitality and kindness of Christian friends. 

The meeting of Synod was short and unusually pleasant. Its 
sessions occupied but very little more than a week. The utmost 
harmony pervaded all their deliberations. There were comfort- 
ing evidences of the presence of the Spirit of Christ. The daily 
devotional exercises were unusually interesting and solemn. 

There were ninety members in attendance, fifty-eight ministers 
and thirty-three elders. We notice the principal subjects passed 
on by Synod in the order in which they are in the Minutes : 

1. Testimonial to the services of- Rev. James M'Kinney, p. 
198. It was well that the attention ot^ Synod was called to this 
matter, while some of the family of this* eminent minister are still 
alive. Let the friends of the Covenanted Testimony -promptly re- 
spond to this call, that the Church may even at this late date pay a 
debt of gratitude long due. 

2. Causes of Thanksgiving and Fasting. It will be seen by 
the resolution, page 199, that the report presented, with the desig- 
nation of the days to be observed, was referred to a commission. 
The object is to have thes« duties attended to at the times when 
the voice of Providence calls to them respectively, and to have the 
causes presented in immediate connection with the days appointed. 

8. The Endowment Fund op the Seminary. The report on 
this subject will be found on p. 200. The committee that has this 
matter in hand it is hoped will be able to render a good account 
to Synod at its next meeting. 

,4. Church Extension. Though not much was accomplished 
in raising funds for this cause during the past year, still it is mani- 
fest that this enterprise can be sustained. The Board warmly re- 
commend in their report, page 201, the discontinuance of personal 
appeals to congregations to build houses of worship. By supply- 
ing this fund liberally such appeals will be rendered unnecessary, 
and expense and labor will be saved. The first Sabbath of July 
is the day appointed to take up a collection for this fund. 

6. Covenanting. A committee, page 249, was appointed to 
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report ofi the whole subject of covenanting, at next meeting of 
Synod. The idea entertained by some seemed to be that of a solemn 
league, binding together all the friends of the Divine Mediator as 
King of kings, ana pledging them to labor to have him enthroned 
in the exercise of royal authority by the suffrage of the nations of 
the earth. ^ 

6. Traveling Expense Fund. The report of the committee on 
this subject will be found on page 204.^ The attention of Pres- 
byteries is directed to it, inasmuch as* they are to distribute 
among the several congregations the amount to be raised. 

7. Marriage. A report wa© adopted on the subject of -the sol- 
emnization of marriage, that, should receive diligent attention. It 
is on page 207. Hasty marriages are a source of incalculable eviL 
We do not find that any provision was made for publishing the ad- 
dress ordered in the paper. We hope the committee that brought 
in the report will perform this service. 

8. Temperance. Stringent resolutions were passed on this sub- 
ject, page 205. The makmg, sale and using of intoxicating drinks 
as a beverage is pronounced sinful and condemned. 

9. Missions. We hope that the report of the Boards, and also 
the report of the Committee on Missions, will- be carefully read. 
In order to carry on the missionary work, both abroad and at 
home, a greatly increased amount of funds is needed. A suitable 
building is required in Washington for a mission house. The 
money must be raised before the Board can take steps to go into 
the work. Three thousand dollars ($?,000), at least, must be raised 
for this object. Congregations should act promptly in this ma.tter. 
Better accommodations are needed in Natchez, with the treasury 
in debt, as will be seen by the report of the Board, page 210, and 
increased expenses, we must either have a large supply of funds, 
and soon too, or send home our missionaries. Surely the latter 
alternative should not be forced on the Board. 

The establishment of a girls* school in Syria, with the necessary 
buildings, will require some live thousand dollars ($5,000) of an 
outlay. Read what the Board say on that subject, page 216. 

10. Board of Education. The failure of the report of this 
Board to come into our hands prevents us from saying any thing 
definitely about it. The matter of purchasing the college build- 
ings is still in the hands of the Board. We have not learned any 
thing as to whether or not the Principal elect has accepted the ap- 
pointment. T. S. 



IOWA PRESBYTERY, 

The Iowa Presbytery met in Davenport, on Wednesday, May . 
16, 1866, at 10 o'clock, A. M. Owing to the indisposition of the 
Moderator, Rev. J. M. M'Donald, the opening sermon was omit- 
ted. Rev. C. D. Trumbull was chosen Moderator, and S. M. 
Stevenson, Clerk, for the ensuing year, No business of unusual 
or exciting interest was before the presbytery. Since our last 
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meeting a congregation was organized at Albia, Iowa, and a call 
by the same was made upon the Rev. James Love, Presbytery 
sustained the call as a regular gospel call, and presented it to Mr. 
Love for acceptance. The calf was accepted and his salary sup- 
plemented with $100.00 for the first year. S. M. Stevenson and 
elder J. H. Wilson were appointed to install Mr. Love, at the con- 
venience of the parties. S. M. Stevenson was also appointed to 
install Eev. R. Hutcheson in the Grove Hill congregation. 

Rev. J. M. M'Donald was appointed to dispense the Lord's sup- 
per, and to moderate a call, if desired, in the Kossuth congrega- 
tion. The moderation of a call was granted to the Maquoketa 
congregation, Rev. R. B. Cannon to moderate in the same when 
requested by the session and congregation. 

Revs. J. M. M'Donald and R. B. Cannon, and elder John Logan, 
were appointed a committee of supplies; and all papers and mat- 
ters relating to supplements and supplies were referred to this 
committee. 

Presbytery adjourned to m«et in Rehoboth congregation on the 
1st Wednesday of October, 1866. 

S. M. Stevenson, CUrk of Presbytery, 



NEW YORK PRESBTTBRT. , 

The New York Presbytery met in Newburgh, May 16, 1866, at 
7J P. M., and was opened with a sermon by Rev. W. Graham, 
from Acts 1: 8, "But ye shall receive power after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you : and ye shall be witnesses unto me both 
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the ut- 
termost parts of the earth." 

There was a full attendance of ministers and elders. A large 
amount of routine business was transacted with much spirit and 
harmony. Cheering reports came up from all the mission stations, 
and earnest demands for the gospel, accompanied with liberal ofr 
ferings of money proved, " the harvest great '^-^^but alas, " the la- 
borers are few.'' 

Presbytery met this want to the extent of its ability. The fol- 
lowing are the ' ^ 

Appointments of the New Tcork Presbytery. 

Galway — ^Rev. J. O. Baylis, May 3d ; Rev. J. R. Thompson, 
June*4th Sab. ; Rev. J. Kennedy, July 4th Sab. ; Rev. J. C. K. Mil- 
ligan, Aug. 1st and 2d Sab. ; Rev. R. Z. Willson, Aug. 3d and 4th 
Sabbaths; D. H. Coulter, July Ist and 2d Sab. 

Craftsbury — Rev. R. Z. Willson, July 1st, 2d and 3d Sab. ; Rev. 
D. M'Alister, July 2d Sab. ; Rev. J. R. W. Sloane, Aug. 1st ; D. H. 
Coulter, Aug. 2d, 3d, and 4th Sab. ; Rev. J. M. Beattie, one day 
discretionary. 

DuNDAFF — Rev. R. Z. Willson, Oct. 1st and 2d. 
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Ballybay— Rev. S. Carlisle, Jul/4th Sab. ; Rev. R. Z. Will- 
son, Sept. 3d and 4tli Sab. 

Cbntrbvillb — ^Rev. J. B. Williams, July 1st and 2d Sabbaths; 
Rev. J. H. Boggs, Aug. 1st Sab ; Rev. R. Z. Willson, Sept Ist 
and 2d Sabbaths ; Rev. D. M'Alister, Sept. 3d Sab. 

TOPSHAM— Rev. R. Z. Willson, June 3d and 4th Sabbaths, and 
July 4th Sab. ; Rev. D. M'Alister, July 3d Sab. ; Rev. J. R. W. 
Sloaue, Aug. 2d Sab. ; D. H. Coulter, July 5th and Aug. 1st Sab- 
baths ; Rev. T. M. Elder, Oct. 3d and 4th Sab. 

Argylb— Rev. R. Z. Willson, Aug. 1st and 2d Sabbaths ; Rev. 
J. Kennedy, Aug. 4th Sab. ; Rev. J. W. Shaw, Sept. 1st Sab. ; D. 
H. Coulter, July 3d and 4th Sab. 

Fayston — Rev. R. Z. Willson, June 2d Sab. 

The next meeting of Presbytery was appointed to be held in 
the 1st Ref. Pres. church. New York, on Tuesday, Oct. 30th, 
1866, at 7J P. M. 

J. C. K. MiLLiGAN, Clerk of Pres. 

The Treasurer of Home Mission Fund of New York Presbytery 
would respectfully report : 



1865. 
Nov. 1 

1866. 

Jan. 13 

Mar. 22 

Apr. 11 

20 

24 

May 24 

16 



Receipts, 

Balance in treasury. $680 25 

2d New York additional... 5 00 

Brooklyn congregation 28 00 

3d New York. YT 60 

Ist New York 60 00 

Ooldenham 10 50 

Boston. 6 86 

2d Newburgh 15 82 

Byegate and Barnet 16 20 



$795 23 
May 17. Balance in the treasury.. 541 23 



1865. Disbursements . 

Nov. 2 To Rev. J. W. Shaw $12 00 

•* " D. M'Alister 10 00 

" ** Walton congregation... 50 00 

8 " J. 0. Baylis 10 00 

" « B. J. Sharpe 27 00 

" ** J. W. Sproull 36 00 

" " T. Hannay a.. 30 00 

** ♦' R. Z. Willson « 39 00 

«* *• J. B. "Williams 30 00 



1866. 
May 16 



" J. M. Beattie 10 00 



To balance..... 541 23 



$795 23 
Jambs Wiogims, Treasurer. 
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OBITUARI. 



Died, near M'Keesport, Allegheny Co., Pa., James Blair, in the 80th 
year of his age. The deceased was a native of Ireland, and emigrated to this 
country in 1816. In 1829 he united with the ReiPormed Presbyterian Church 
in the Thompson's Eun branch of the congregation, then under the care of 
Key. J. Gill. Subsequently he removed into the bounds of the Monongahela 
congregation under the care of Eev. J. Crozier^ and became a member of the 
Long hun Society, and remained there till the end of his life. 

Mr. Blair possessed a sound physical organization. Barely ever was he so 
sick as to need the atteniion of a physician. He was confined to his bed but 
four weeks before his d^ath, and sank rather under the infirmities of age than 
of any particular disease. He was of a remarkable contented disposition — 
taking the best view of everything. On his death-bed he said, ^'I have had 
all I desired.'' 

Of his piety there was the most comforting evidence. He was taken home 
as a shock of corn ripe in its season. His widow and a large number of chil- 
dren and children's children survive him. 
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NOTICES OF B00K8. 

# 

Sabbattsmos : A discussion and defense of the Lord's day of sacred rest. By George 
Junkin, D. D., LL. D. Philadelphia, 1866. 

This is a seasonable and able defense of the sanctity of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath, It seems to have been occasioned by the efforts of 
infidelity and irreligion in Philadelphia to secularize the Sabbath 
by the issue of a newspaper, and the running of street cars on that 
day. Dr. Junkin deserves the thanks of the community for under^ 
takiiig the defense of the Sabbath, and for the able manner in 
which he hds performed the task. If the enemies of the Sabbath 
would read this book, and without prejudice weigh its reasoning, 
they must feel that their arguments against the Sabbath are en- 
tirely demolished by it. t. s. 

From Robert Carter and Brothers, 530 Broadway, New York : 

School and Home; or, Leaves from a Boy's Journal; a tale for Echool boys. 

Boys will read this book with avidity, and we hope with profit. 
The scool boy appears here in his true character — thoughtless, im- 
pulsive, rash, and yet with many redeeming traits. 

The Restoration; or, the Hope of the Early Church realized. By Rev. Henry 
A. Riley. Philadelphia: Smith, English & Co. 

In this book, the opinion that Christ will appear visibly at the 
commencement of the millenmum, and reign on the earth during 
that period, is maintained with a good deal of earnestness. We 
have not had patience to give it a thorough examination. Like 
others oiPthe same side that we have read, it seems to deal largely 
in dogmatism. We cannot but view the sentiment advocated as a 
pernicious error. The tendency of all such works is to lead away 
the mind from the nature of Christ's moral dominion, which shall 
be established by the abundant outpouring of the Spirit. 

Both of the last named books are for sale by Davis, Clarke & Co., 
93 Wood street, Pittsburgh. . ^ t. s. 

Church Eegistbr. — This is the title of a blank book, prepared 
by the IT. P. Board of Publication. It should be procured by every 
congregation. It is in thirteen parts. 1. A history of the congre- 
gation. 2. A record of Pastors. 3. Elders. 4. Deacons. 5. Com- 
municants. 6. Alphabetical index of communicants. 7. Dis- 
missions. 8. Deaths. 9. Baptisms. 10. Marriages. 11. Sabbath 
schools. 12. Constitution. 13. Annual summary. 

If sessions would procure this book, and carry out the plan laid 
(Jown, the getting up of statistical reports yearly would be an easy 
matter. Dr. llodgers, superintendent of the Board, will furnish 
it at a reasonable price. t. s. 

The Pbbsbttbrian Histoeioal AlmanaO) for 1865. By Joseph M. Wilson. Volume 7. 

This annual should receive a liberal support from all the Pres- 
byterian Churches. The valuable information it contains is no- 
where else to be found. For & very small sum, annually paid, the 
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history of the several families of Presbyterianism can be secured, 
and h^ded down to posterity, furnishing important materials to the 
future historian. The abstract given of the doings of the several 
supreme judicatories is very interesting. A pretty full summanr 
is given of the proceedings of our Synod of 1864. The next vol- 
ume, it is expected^ will contain a biography and engraving of the 
late Rev. J. R. Willson, D. D. Address Mr. Joseph M. Wilson, 
• No. Ill South Tenth street, Philadelphia. T. s. 

Solitude Swbbtinid ; or, Miscellaneous meditations on varions religions subjects. 
By James Miekle, late Surgeon at Carnwath. UnitedPresbjteri an Board of Pub- 
lication, Third street, Pittsburgh. 

The Board has done an important service to the pious part of 
the community by issuing an edition of this work. Few books 
within the last fifty years have been more read. There is a fas- 
cination in it that makes it attractive. Its excellence is that it 
shows the tendency of religion to promote true enjoyment. Chris- 
tianity is shown to be a reality that impartr peace and happiness 
to its possessor. t. a. 

We learn that the Sermon by the Rev. J. R. W. Sloane, preached 
on the Sabbath that intervened during the sessions of Synod, is 
now in the press. Synod requested its publication. It was not 
our privilege to hear it, being out of the city, but from the opin- 
ions of others, as well as from the importance of the subject — ''The 
duty of the nation to God^** and the ability of the author, we doubt 
not it will be read with much satisfaction and profit. Send orders 
without delay to Walter T. Miller, No. 5 Hanover street, N. Y. 

T. s. 



Appointments in Pittsburgh Presbytery.— N. R, Johnston — 
New Alexandria. July, 1st Sab.; Clarksburg, 2d Sab.; Greensburg, 
3d Sab.; Oil City, 4th and 5th Sabs.; J. S. Buck— .Clarksburg, 
July, 8d Sab.; New Alexandria, 4th Sab.; Greensburg, 6th Sal).; 
Oil City, Sept. T. Hannay, Greensburg, June, 3d Sab.; Clarks- 
burg, 4th Sab.; Piney, July, 2d Sab.; Penn's Run, July, 4th and 
6th Sabs.; Yellow Creek, Aug., 2d and 3d Sabs.; I). K. Coulter — 
Oil City, Oct. T. M. Elder— Oil City, Aug. 

Appointments in Philadelphia Presbytery. — J. S. Buck — 
Conococheague, Aug. ; T. M. Elder — Conoeocheague, Sept. 



Honor worthily conferred. — We are pleased to learn that the 
New York University, at its late, commencement, conferred the 
degree of D. D. on Rev. James Dick, Professor of Didactic and 
Polemic Theology in the Reformed Presbyterian Seminary in 
Ireland. t. s. 
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ARE WB TO HATE ANOTHER GITIL WARf 

BY BET. JOHN P. OULLIVIB. 

Wb found the following article in our co^y box, but do not remember how 
it came there. It is too good to be lost. Facts that have transpired since it 
was written confirm the justness of the views presented. We would have been 
still better pleased with it, if thg writer had set forth as an omen of evil, the 
disregard of the Messiah's claims by the government. This infidelity is the dis- 
turbing element in the affairs of the nation. And in this Congress is as'faulty 
as the President. The article was originally published in the New York In- 
dependent • > T. S. 

There ai*e highly sensitive, nervous organizations, which feel 
instantly any change in the electrical condition of the atmosphere, 
and easily predict a coming storm. There are highly developed 
spiritual natures, which discern from afar the advent of the Holy 
Ghost, and can prophesy, even amid a valley of dry bones, which 
are very dry, the awakening of a community into newness of life. 
An infant knows by instinct Who will minister to its comfort. A 
timid person discerns danger with a preternatural acuteness. A 
man of refinement detects vulgarity in the very " air" with which 
a coarse nature environs itself. Virtue grows uneasy at the pres- 
ence of vice, often before a word has been spoken or an act wit- 
nessed. 

The people of this country, born on our soil, nurtured in the 
principles of democracy, accustomed to the air of liberty, manifest 
a like delicacy of political sensitiveness; especially is this observable 
in the children of the Puritans, in whom the love of universal lib- 
erty, and the conviction of the essential equality of all God's chil- 
dreu, have been nourished by history, by tradition, by philosophical 
reasoning, and by religious principles. Hence the sharp and quick 
antagonism between the man of New England and the oligarchy 
of the South. Hence the instant and instinctive repellancy of the 
free North to modes of thought and speech engeni^red amid the 
17 
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assumptions and arrogancies of a slave society. Hence the impos- 
sibility of any "union" which is not the merest sham between the 
political antagonisms which have lately shaken the land with the 
thunder of their battle. 

It is, therefore, a most ominous sign of coming evil, when the 
instincts of this liberty-loving nation begin to be disturbed, and the 
delicate nerves of the democratic body politic betray the invisible 
but pervading presence of a hostile and hated element. 

The coming of the late war was /eft long before it was discerned. 
Men's fears penetrated further into the future than their theories, 
while their theories, guided at first by a merely instinctive appre- 
hension, were soon shaped about historical precedents and philo- 
sophical principles, till they became prophecies^ rivaling the predic- 
tions of the Jewish prophets themselves, in the startling accuracy 
with which the gigantic events of the pa^t four years were antici- 
pated. 

It is evident that similar instinctive apprehensions are at this 
moment agitating the sensibilities of the whole North. Portents 
of coming evil are everywhere noticed. " There are signs in the 
sun and the moon and the stars. On the earth there are distress 
of nations and perplexity. Men's hearts are failing them for fear 
and for looking after those things which are coming upon the 
earth." It is such a state of public feeling as would have invested, 
in the ancient times, a Roman augur with the authority of a divini- 
ty, or drawn venerating crowds about the robed and bearded Druids, 
it is such a half-developed state of prophetic insigjht which has in 
every age inspired men with faith in the pretensions of diviners 
and soothsayers. " I know of no nation in the world," says Cicero, 
"either so polite and learned, or so rude and barbarous, that they 
have refused to believe that the future may be revealed to us, and 
may by some be discerned and predicted." 

But, while we are not to despise such prognostications, it is our 
duty to analyze them. We can separate fancy from fact, and can 
subject popular imagination to the^ tests of history and common 
sense. 

To begin on the lowest level, we may take a plainr fact, which 
all men of common sense can appreciate. We have the entire 
population, or such a majority as to control all elections, of ei^ht 
States, *- and a large portion of that of six more,t who are either 
actively hostile to the National Government as at present con- 
stituted or indifferent to it. 

In addition to this, we have, at the North, an unprincipled or 
grossly ignorant mass of voters, who might easily be managed so as 
to subserve the most treasonable and desperate purposes of the 
Southern party. Should the question of religion be skilfully in- 
troduced, and an alliance be formed between slavery and Roman 
Catholicism, the Northern wing of the coalition would not only 

* North Carolina, Soutk Caroliaa, Qeorgia, Alabama, Mississippi, LouisiaDa, Texas, 
Arkansas, 
t Virginia, Marjland, Delaware, Kentncky, Tennessee, Missouri. 
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constitute a body of "sympathizers," as during the recent war, but 
would also add the fury of a most active and malignant fanaticism 
to the bitter rancor of the slave power. Can any man believe that 
such a body of men, so constituted, and animated by such senti- 
ments, will submissively yield to to the mere power of a majority, 
if indeed a majority could thus be commanded for freedom ? Can 
any man believe that tliey will wait for aught but a favorable oppor- 
tunity to strike a deadly blow at a government they so cordially 
hate ? That such a state of hostility existed at the close of the war, 
either North or South, we do not affirm. That it commenced with 
the treachery of Andrew Johnson, that it has been fomented by 
the pardoned leaders of the rebellion, and that it has now attained 
the formidable dimensions already indicated, is undeniable. 

That a kingdom so divided against itself must be brought to 
desolation is a proposition level to every man's common sense. 
It avails nothing to say that this is all the work of a few thousand 
men, and that the great body of the people even at the South 
would be quiet if their leaders were disposed of. Tkdr leaders are not 
disposed of! Andrew Johnson has pardoned them. Andrew John- 
son has restored their property. Andrew Johnson has given them 
back their votes. Andrew Johnson is crowding them forward into 
all the high places of power. In one month's time, could Andrew 
Johnson have his way, the plantation whip, perchance in the hands 
of Jefferson Davis himself, would untwine its trampled convolu- 
tions from the dust of the Senate Chamber, and crack its insolent 
demands in the ears of this great, brave, triumphant nation ! Does 
any man need a prophet to tell him what would come of that ? 
Does any man need to be informed that the war which the bully- 
ing of those bloodstained rebels would wake would not be a war 
of duty, like the last, reluctantly waged and joyously brought to 
an end, but a war of fury^ which would never cease till one party 
or the other were swept from the land ? 

It is no wonder -the nation is agitated when it perceives that 
only two or three votes in the Senate and two or three score in 
the House stand between it and such a testing of its spirit and its 
strength. Or we can investigate the correctness of the present 
instinctive apprehension of the public, by applying to it the well- 
known principle that no considerable population can long be held in 
subjection to a govenment it hates. This is the principle upon which 
many of our British friends reluctantly predicted the failure of 
our war for the Union. This is the principle upon which Russia 
has been compelled to govern Poland, and Austria Hungary. The 
conciliation of large masses of the conquered population, by some 
means, is absolutely necessary. It will be said at once, we can 
conciliate the masses of the bouth, if only the old slave oligarchy 
were out of the way. True ! And this brings us back to the 
same point as before. Andrew Johnson is restoring the slave oli- 
garchy ! They are controlling the Southern population as of yore. 
And this state of facts brings the force of the general principle 
just stated fully upon us. We are now trying to do just what we 
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were falsely supposed to be attempting in the late war. We are 
endeavoring to hold the population of a dozen States, more or less, 
in allegiance to a government which, now that it is truly demo- 
cratic, they most intensely hate. And we are adding to this the 
outrageous absurdity of giving the full sovereignty which pertains 
to the American citizen to these implacable enemies, while at the 
same time wo refuse that sovereignty to our unalterable friends. 
It is no wonder that the common sense of the nation is getting 
nervous over such statesmanship as that ! 

Or we may rise to a still higher level of reasoning. Th«re is a 

foyernment of the universe. There is a God, who administers it. 
he governments of the earth are only subordinate departments 
of that government. They are permitted to stand only so long as, 
on the whole, with all their imperfections, they sustain the princi- 
ples and subserve the ends of the general government of God. 
The doctrine of " state sovereignty " is downright treason, when 
asserted by a human government against the divine government. 
When rulers thus " set themselves against the Lord and his 
anointed," then "He thatsitteth in the heavens shall laugh, and 
the Lord shall have them in derision." Then he will "vex them " 
and "dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel." Now, it is one 
prominent characteristic of the powers "that be." and by being 
demonstrate that they are "ordained of God," that they execute 
justice. They are a "terror to evil-doers." They "bear not the 
sword in vain." They are the " ministers of God." They are 
^'revengers to execute wrath upon him that doeth eioiW The conclu- 
sion, therefore, comes, with the force of a demonstration, to every 
Christian mind, that the government which, on the whole — that is, 
in its general principles and habitual administration— becomes a 
" terror" only to those who "do well" and " a praise" only to "evil- 
doers," is on the verge of dissolution ! 

Now, what are the facts? A giant crime against humanity and 
against God has been in progress in this land for centuries. Our 
government took the position of refusing to defend it. God gen- 
erously pardoned us for tliat wicked neutrality, and spared the 
lukewarm government which he was ready " to spew out of his 
mouth," and undertook to punish slavery himself. Terrible in- 
deed has been his vindication ! But now our government pro- 
poses active interference with God's administration of justice. 
We propose to step in for the protection of the chiefs and ringlead- 
ers of this foul conspiracy. " The poor whites" have been peeled 
and stripped. They will remain so! Southern society is disor- 
ganized and prostrate. Its ruins must lie as it has fallen ! South- 
ern soil is soaked with the blood of its slain. No skill can restore 
the vital currents to the living veins again ! The blood of hun- 
dreds of thousands of men, and three thousand millions of national 
indebtedness, is the vast penalty which the North has paid for the 
cowardly conservatism of former years. And that penalty has 
been or will be exacted to the uttermost farthing ! But th^re is 
one class whose heads Andrew Johnson and his confreret propose 
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to screen from all punishment: and they are the old slaveholdine. 
caste ; the chief criminals of former days; the fomenters and lead- 
ers of the cebellion ; the men by whose orders Northern prisoners 
were shot at the dead-iin^ starved in prisons, and poisoned in 
hospitals ; the men who are chiefly thought indirectly responsible 
for the murder of that man of meriy Abraham Lincoln, and for the 
elevation of that prince of traitors, Andrew Johnson ! Their 
property was once confiscated. It is now to be restored ! Their 
slaves were once emancipated. They are to receive their bondmen 
again, under contract laws, and vagrant laws, which give all the 
power of slavery, with none of its responsibilities ! Their votes 
were once taken away. Now the freeman's franchise is restored, 
if only they will •deign to take "the oath** upon their perjured 
lips ! Once they were incapacitated for oflice. Now they crowd 
the capital, and demand, with Andrew Johnson's support, the 
highest seats gf power ! Does any Christian man believe that God 
will sit on his throne of justice and see such a scheme executed 
without interference ? Is law thus defied to find no vindicator ? 
Is justice thus trampled down to arouse no champion ? Are these 
monsters of all crimes to become again not only the dictators of 
the nation, but the absolute masters of the gentle, long-suftering, 
brave men we have just emancipated, and no thunder burst from 
heaven, and no quaking seize the earth ? 

So reasons the Christian. 

Just before, wo gave the argument of the statesman and (he histo- 
riany and, preceding that, the logic of the facts in which the man of 
common sense delights. All bear upon the' same point and arrive 
at the same conclusion. 

Who then will deny that the nation has occasion to be alarmed ? 
Who can doubt that the policy of Andrew Johnson is, if successful, 
sure to end in another civil war ? 

CHICAGO) April 12, 1866. 



FIRST-FRUITS FOR fiOD. 

' BT BBY. L. 1. BERKBLIY. 

The harvest in Palestine, long ago, began and ended with God. 
The sheaf first ripe and reaped was to be presented to him (Lev. 
23 : 10). Thus all the after-fruits and gatherings were consecra- 
ted. At the end of the harvest, on the feast of Pentecost, there 
was a renewed ottering of first-fruits, in testimony of thankful- 
ness for God's bounties (Lev. 23 : 17). 

What is first ripe is generally the ^best, and we prize it most. 
This by the Hebrews was given to the Lord. Carry ipg out the 
instruction regarding " the first of the fruit of the earth,' contain- 
ed in Deut 26 : 2, the Jews used to meet in the chief city of their 
tribe, and thence march in large bodies to Jerusalem, each man 
with his " basket *' on his shoulder. Jewish writers say that bar- 
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. ley was put at the bottom of the basket, above that, wheat, then 
ohves, -then dates, next pomegranates, and*at the top, fiffs — grapes 
being hung on the outside, each sort of fruit separate by leaves 
from that above it. In later times, Jews who lived out of Pates- 
tine used to send every year a sum of money in place of "firsts 
fruits." 

Two separate tithes were required of the Israelites every year. 
The first was given for the support of the Levites. The second 
was to be brought for two successive years, either in kind or mon- 
ey, to " the place which the Lord should choose," aid there the 
offerers were religiously to feast upon it Every third year, this 
^second tithe" was to be spent by the Israelite in all kinds of 
charity, and then he was required to make solemn protestation 
and " say before the Lord his God " — " I have brought away the 
hallowed things out of mine house, and have given th^n unto the 
Levite and unto the stranger, to the fatherless and to the widow. 
* * I have not taken away ought thereof for any unclean 
use, * * but I have done according to all that thou bast 
commanded me. Look down from thy holy habitation, from 
heaven, and bless thy people Israel, and the land which thoa hast 
given us." 

What a sight J To have beheld the men of a tribe going up in 
concert and m company to the house of God, singing we songs of 
Zion by the way, and setting down their offerings bSfore the altar 
of the Lord their God, solemnly protesting to the Searcher of 
, hearts, that they had been making a ri^t and scriptural use of 
what his bounty had bestowed upon them ! No marvel that a na- 
tion thus instructed, and trained to deeds of liberality, should have 
dealt by the cause of God as they did, in a day of awakening and 
revival, in the reign of David. " Then the chief of the fathers 
and princes of the tribes of Israel, offered willingly," and ** the 
people rejoiced,'* and " David blessed the Lord before all the con- 
gregation," saying — " Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and- 
praise thy glorious name. But who am I, and what is my people, 
that we should be able to offer so willingly after this sort ? for all 
things come of thee, and of thine own have we given thee." (1 
Ohron. 29 : 6-17.) 

And are we never to witness such scenes as these again upon 
earth ? Are all the sublimity and beauty and blessedness of them 
to belong exclusively to a dispensation that is past? The pomp 
and ffrandeur may, but the " blessedness " shall not. Worship is 
simpler under the New Testament, but it is not less solemn and 
affecting. Christian people are beginning to learn the truth of the 
saying of Jesus, that " it is more blessed to give than to receive," 
and whenever they shall have fully taken in the whole of the 
teaching of the Bible on this subject, scenes shall be enacted on 
earth over which angels shall rejoice, and commandmeift may have 
to be given once more, as in the days of Moses, and proclamation 
made — " Let neither man nor woman make any more work for the 
offering of the sanctuary. So the people were restrained from 
bringing." (Exodus 86 : 6.) 
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Every Christian ought to be doing something to bring; about 
such blessed results. Has the subject of liberality to the cause of 
God that place in the teachings of the pulpit which it has in the 
Word of God ? Look at the Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
It was wri4;ten to a young church, in a corrupt city, needing in* 
struction on many points of Christian doctrine and duty, and yet 
two whole chapters of that epistle are occupied with the subject of 
one collection for the poor ! Search the Scriptures. See how 
every where man's worldliness and man's selfishness are met with 
** line upon line and precept upon precept.'* Not till ministers of 
the gospel and their helpers set themselves wisely, perseveringly, 
and prayerfully to teach the mind of God on the subject of giving, 
will the Church of Christ be able to do anything in the world, 
worthy of her position and privileges. 

And the Press, as well as the pulpit, should be constantly used 
for the same great purpose. Let the following points be carefully 
examined by those who desire to have " understanding of the times 
to know what Israel ought to do :" — 

1. By the use a man was prepared to make of his property, 
Jesus tested hi8 character. The young man came running to ask 
what he might do to inherit eternal life. He thought he had ob* 
served all the commandments from his youth. Jesus looked on 
him, and loved him-, and brought him to this touchstone — " Sell 
what thou hast and give to the poor." He was sad at that saying. 
He loved his riches more than God and his service. Reader, how 
is it with you ? What use do you make of your property ? If you 
do not glorify God with it, have you any religion ? 

2. God's people in all ages have been wont to'set apart a spec^ 
portion of their property for him. True, all their property is his, 
and they are only stewards. But all their time is his likewise, and 
yet he requires them practically to acknowledge this by giving 
him every seventh day. So it is with your money. See Abraham 
standing, before Melchizedek (Gen. 14). The latter is the repre- 
sentative of Jesus, the former of all believers, and "Abraham gave 
him tithes of all." Why " tithes," rather than " fifths," or "twen- 
tieth^?" Is it not because, just as God ordained sacrifices for sin 
to be offered, and accepted them, though the original ordinance is 
not recorded, so did he give man to know that his claim upon 
property amounted to a tenth, at least, though the primitive revela- 
tion is not found in so many words in the Bible ? Accordingly, 
Jacob vowed his vow in solemn circumstances, and said, " Of all 
that thou shalt give me, I will surely give the tenth unto thee." 
(Gen. 28.) Thus " first-fruits for God," was the law and the prac- 
tice long before the Levitical dispensation was introduced. Tlmt 
law never has been repealed. Reader, " the first-fruits of all thine 
iacrease" is still God's claim upon thee. 

3. Under the New Testament dispensation, believers are positive- 
ly commanded, '* every one " of them to "lay by him in store, as 
brod tiath prospered" Whether that "storing" \>QpnvaU, or the 
depositing of money in a public treasury, the fact remains, that God 



Digitized by 



Google 



264 Fir$t'FruiU far G-od. 

is to be honored with onr substance, and that a definite proportion^ 
as ** God hath prospered," is to be dedicated to him. Abraham 
gave a tenth — so did Jacob. The Jews gave more than two-tenths, 
and in view of past revelations, and of his obligations, responsibil- 
ities, and privileges, the Christian is called to decide what 'propor- 
Hon God shall have. The converted publican stood and said — 
"Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor." The 

S\ox widow gave " all she had, even all her living." The primitive 
sciples said, not that ^' aught** they had was their own. The 
contributions of Macedonian Christians, out of " deep pover- 
ty " rose up to "riches of liberality." Professing Christians, read 
the booky and thine own heart and history, and say " how much 
owest thou unto thy Lord." Set it sacredly apart for his service. 
Keep an account of your disbursements, and you will find the truth 
of the Scripture, " there is that scattereth and yet increaseth." 

4. The first day of the week is the best time for "storing" or 
setting apart, as an act of worship, the Lord's portion. That day 
reminds us first of all of our creation. "It is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves," and we "give him of his own" in ac- 
knowledgment of this. The Lord's aay reminds us turther of our 
redemption. We meet each oth^r on that day, saying as the disci- 
ples did, "the Lord is risen indeed !" To what end did he "rise 
and revive ?" That he miffht be "Lord bbth of the dead and the 
living " — that they might De hit; property, and be used in "his ser- 
vice. " What shall we render to the Lord for all his benefits to 
us ?" This ought to be the language of our hearts on the morning 
of the Lord^s day : " Accept, Lord, we beseech thee, of the offer- 
ing of ourselves, and of our^substance, which we now present un- 
to thee. We are not our own but * bought with a price,' and we 
would thus acknowledge it." How blessed would be such exercises 
to God's people, if everywhere heartily engaged in ! And the Sab- 
bath is further an earnest of heaven. This is not our rest. We 
can take nothing hence. While here let us glorify God. And as 
a proof that we prize the inheritance on high, we set apart on his 
own day a portion of our property for his service. 

5. C^nsiaer how simply the thing could be done. The greater 
number of God's people receive weekly wages. Were they to ex- 
ercise forethought and economy in order to give to God, what an 
important infl^uence it would have on their character and habits I 
Others have fixed salaries, and are paid half yearly or quarterly. 
They might put aside at once out of the sum received what they 
purpose giving to God, but even in their case would not the habit 
of regularly and statedly storing for God, from week to weeJc^ be of 
immense service ? We lately heard a young minister say that he 
never felt as much of the love of Christ in his heart, except per- 
haps at a communion table, as when on the Lord's morning, with- 
out any human eye to see him'he took the previously allotted por- 
tion of his salary, and solemnly dedicated it to the service of lus Lord 
and Master; and those who have not fixed salaries could easily take 
an average, say for three years, as they are obliged to do for in- 



Digitized by 



Google 



FirH-FruU% for G-od. 265 

come tax purposes, and weeldy dedicate of their profits to God. 
How such " storing " would tend to counteract worldliness, and 
bring men to realize their responsibility in the use of money ! 
How easy it would be then for " every one " to give " as God has 
prospered!" The servant ten shillings, perhaps, and if so, her 
master in many an instance ten pounds at least. 

6. Gqd*s people have always by his command presented of their 
' substance to him when they have come to worship. By bodily rev- 
erence they declare their persons to be subject to his authority. 
By the observance of the Sabbath they say that their time is at his 
disposal. By bringing an offering, they declare their homage in the 
holding of property. The law of the Passover feast was, '* None 
SHALL APPEAR BEFORE ME EMPTY." There wcrc in Israel ^hree 
classes of offerings, and three kinds of each, corresponding to the 
various conditions of the people. God would not ac6ept any thing 
they might choose to bring. Had a rich man brought a turtle 
dove instead of a bullock, his offering would have been ignomin- 
iously rejected. " Cursed be the deceiver which hath in his flock 
a mule, and voweth and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thin^." 
How awful the sin of those who among ourselves put bad coin in- 
to the Lord's Treasurj^ on the Sabbath ! The meat-offering in Is- 
rael was a portion of a reconciled man's property publicly devoted 
to God. Regarding it the Psalmist says, •' Come into his courts 
and bring an offering with you." Worship is incomplete without it. 
Reader, how often have you drawn nigh to God with your mouth, 
but your heart went after your covetousness ? 

7. God has mercifully preserved among us a "weekly offering." 
It is far from being what it ought, yet it is.considerable. The Sab- 
bath collections in the congregations of the General Assembly this 
last year, are nearly £600 more than the mission collections, and 
they are nearly £800 more than they were the previous year. How 
easily they might be doubled if only all who come to worship 
brought an offering to the Lord. If all gave " as God hath pros- 
perea ** they might be quadrupled without a single individual miss- 
ing what he gives. Surely if a halfpenny be expected from the 
poorest, the rich should, as of old, '^casi in much.** 

Reader, will you give this year " first-fruits to God ?*' In past 
years the first money many a man has made out of his harvest has 
been spent in the public-house or on tobacco ! Shall it be so with 
you this year, or shall God have the first of it? Were you to con- 
. sume it sinfully in such ways as I have indicated, how could you 
come before God as the Israelite of old was required to do, and 
make protestation sayinff, "I have not taken awav aught thereof 
for any unclean usef* Every shilling or pound that comes into 
your hand this year will you set apart some portion for purposes of re- 
ligion and charity f God is calling loudly to us in his providence. 
Cholera is on its way to our shores. Surely we are summoned, as 
one of old was, to " break off our sins by righteousness and our in- 
iquities by showing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthening 
of o6r tranquility.** The cattle disease is in Britain. God is re- 
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minding us that the flocks and the herds are his. If we will not 
voluutarity spare a bullock or sheep for his service, how many may 
he in judgment take from us? Abundance of temporal blessiog 
is promised to them who honor him with the "first-fruits,*' ana 
" God is able to make all grace abound toward you that ye always 
having all sufficiency in alljthings, may abound to every good 
work/* 



BEPOftT OP COHHITTBE tR A H B Bl B H E N T OF TIS 
FESEBAl CONSTITSTIOir. 

Tub following paper, with resolutions accompanying, is the 
report of the Committee appointed at last Synod, on the Amend- 
ment of the Federal Constitution. The resolutions were adopted 
by Synod (see Minutes). It was thought that there was not time 
to consider the body of the report with a view to adoption ; and 
the writer was requested by Synod to publish it upon his own re- 
sponsibility. It is now published in compliance with that request. 
Since the report was read in Synod some verbal changes have 
been made, and a few additional sentences inserted. 

Jambs Wallace. 

The Committee on the Amendment of the Federal Constitution 
submit for your consideration the following report : 

The principle of the supreme authority and absolute dominion 
of the Lord Jesus Christ over all persons and nations, and their 
consequent obligations to submit to him as their Lawgiver and 
King, so often stated in the word of God, is essential to conristent 
Christian character, and is the only ground on which nations, 
favored with divine revelation, can enjoy safety and permanent 
peace and happiness. This great Bible truth, which is the funda- 
mental, vital and operating principle of practical Christianity, has 
always occupied a prominent place in the standards of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, and in her judicial declarations from time 
to time ; and its faithful and consistent maintenance and applica- 
tion has given to her a distinctive character and position among 
the other evangelical churches in this country. These churches 
have practically ignored the obligations of the government of the 
United States to God and his law, and have sought only for partial 
and inadequate changes in it3 administration; while this Church 
has always maintained the necessity of a full and explicit ac- 
knowledgement in the constitution of Almighty God as the source 
of all civil power, and national submission to the Lord Jesus Christ 
as the Prince of the kings of the earth, and the paramount obliga- 
tions of his law upon all nations and men. The reformation which 
we have sought is constitutional and fundamental — ^from national 
atheism to Christianity — from rebellion against the Lord and his 
Anointed, to kissing the Son — allegiance to him as Lord of all. 
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While the Keformed Presbyterian Church prays and labors for 
the conversion of sinners and the sanctification and salvation of 
believers in common with all other evangelical churches — it is her 
special and chief work to convert this and other nations to Jesus 
Christ as their only God and Saviour — ^to bring the kingdoms of 
this world to be the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ — to 
prepare the way for Jesus Christ taking to himself his great power 
and reign. God has set the ministry of this Church, like that of 
Jeremiah over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root up, to 
pull down, and to destroy, and to throw down, to build and to 
plant. Jer. 1 : 10. Standing upon this high and broad ground, oc- 
cupied in doing the will of her universal Xord, and having in view 
and laboring for that happy time when men shall be blessed in 
him and all nations shall call him blessed, this Church has no time 
or place for the indulgence of a narrow bigotry or sectarian spirit. 

The great sin of this nation in ignoring the name of God and 
the character and authority of the Lord Jesus Christ aa its sove- 
reign Lord and King in its constitution, is sufficient, if there were 
none other, to secure the certain destruction of this government, if 
not repented of. "Be wise now, therefore, O ye kingslbcinstructed, 
ye judges of the earth; kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye per- 
ish from the way, when his wra4Ji is kindled *but a little." Ps. 2: 11. 
But this sin has been greatly aggravated by being persevered in 
since the formation of the federal constitution, amidst the clearest 
light of God's word, and singular and manifold blessings bestowed 
by the'^reigning Mediator, whose authority has been disregarded, 
such as no other nation has enjoyed, and delivered from a terrible 
civil war unparalleled in the history of the world.- But with the 
most clear and positive commands and threatenings of Jehovah, 
neither mercies nor judgments have brought the nation to repent- 
ance. And this godless constitution a^nd immoral government have 
exerted a most demoralizing influence upon the people and churches 
in this country. It has assimilated the mind of the people into 
its own likeness. The popular and prevailing sins of the citizens 
which call loudly for the judgments of heavjen are easily traceable 
to the feet that the nation has no God. Atheism being the faith 
of the government, professed in its constitution, statesmen and 
politiciaiis, and their votaries, have not the fear of God before their 
eyes. And the general and lamentable ignorance of professed 
Christians on the subject of the character, and authority, and law 
of the Lord Jesus Christ as the King of nations, their political infi- 
delity, and their, apathy in regard to the crown and honor of Im- 
manuely are the legitimate fruits of the nation's disowning and 
dishonoring the Lord and his Anointed, breaking his bands asunder, 
and casting his cords from it Identified with a godless and im- 
moral government, its sins have become their own. Hence their 
slowness to see and confess the sins of the nation, and to labor 
for its reformation. 

The unchristian character of the federal constitution is the 
chief hinderauce in the way of the growth and power of religion, 
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and the enlargement of the Church in this country. It is the 
great Upas tree, overspreading the land, and by its pestiferious 
shade blighting the fair heritage of God. 

The Reformed Presbyterian Church alone holds the principles 
and occupies the position on which the nation can be brought to 
repentance^ for its great sins, and an entire and permanent refor- 
matioh accomplished. National rebellion against the God of na- 
tions is the cause of all our country's troubles, and national sub- 
mission to him the sovereign cure for all its evils. The national 
acceptance of him, as the Kin^ of righteousness, will secure the 
universal administration of justice. Owning him as the Prince of 
peace, will secure Ahe enjoyment of universal and everlasting 
peace. "In his days shall the righteous flourish, and abundance of 
peace so long as the moon endureth.** Ps. r2: 7. The ^eat princi- 
ple of the universal supremacy of the Lord Jesus Chnst, the only 
distinctive principle of this Church, when generally believed, will 
bring every nation to submit to him as its Lawgiver and Ruler; 
and the universal diflPusion of this great practical truth will revo- 
lutionize all the kingdoms of the world, and make them the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ. And the position of dissent 
from all governments which reject the authority of our Lord and 
King, which our Church has always held in all countries, is ne- 
cessary to maintain consistently and efficiently this important and 
fundamental principle. It is necessary to maintain this high 
position, to give permanence and power to our testimony in behalf 
of the universal authority and dominion of Immanuel, and to bring 
the nations to bow before his throne, and accomplish their regene- 
ration. Identification with an ungodly government weakens our 
moral power, atid paralyzes our influence for its reformation. Re- 
formed Presbyterians have always dissented from the government 
of the United States, in order that they might both keiep them- 
selves pure, and also purify it. All history proves that constitutional 
evile can be removed only by influences and measures outside of the con- 
stitution that has sanctioned them. 

The Reformed Presbyterian Church is set for the reformation 
of the nations. This is her appropriate and special work. This ^ 
is the purpose for which she has been planted and preserved in 
this land, and is what she is to-day. And it is her first and great 
duty to save this nation from the awful threatening pronounced 
against all nations that forget God, by showing to its rulers and 
people its sins and bringing it to repentance. No other Christian 
denomination even professes to do this work. And upon the prin- 
ciples which they hold, and the position they occupy, the jaation 
cannot be saved or reformed. And it is also very certain that 
this important duty cannot be performed by the ministers of this 
'Church, performing only pastoral duty in their own congregations. 
Let each one remember that God has set him over the nation, as 
well as over a particular congregation, and that the congregation 
is the smaller part of his charge. And let him be careful, lest 
while he is laboring to save the soptall congregation, he does not 
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lose the great nation. Let him bear in mind that he must give to 
God an account for one as well as for the other, and that if ne has 
not warned the nation of its sins, and it perishes, its blood shall 
be required at his hands. 

And is it not also very manifest that Reformed Presbyterians 
who only co-operate with other Christians in the work of reform- 
ing the nation, do not discharge their whole duty. We should 
certainly do more than those who do not even profess our princi- 
ciples. Doing no more than others is evidence of unfaithfulness 
to our peculiar and high profession. There is not a member in 
this Church, worthy to be called by her name, who is not ready 
to lay his reputation, his wealth and his life upon her altar^ so soon 
as such a sacrifice may be needed to advance her great principles. 
Our persecuted and martyred fathers did not think such sacrifices 
too dear to defend their principles, and their legitimate sons will 
not think them too great to extend them. Let those who have 
long been fighting in this holy war continue to hold their advanced 
position, ana neither desert their colors, nor fall back into the rear 
of new recruits. Let the veterans in this grand army now form 
its vanguard, as becomes them, beckon the gathering hosts for- 
ward, plant their standard in the front of the heaviest battalions 
of the enemy, rush into the thickest of the tight, and strike for the 
Lord of glory. 

Standing, then, upon the high vantage ground of great moral 
principles which will yet bless the world with righteousness and 
peace, having entered a solemn protest against the secession of this 
government from the universal, righteous and beneficent govern- 
ment of the Lord and his Anointed, which commands the refipect 
of all good men, free from the corrupting and paralyzing influences 
of all political bonds and. parties, and called of God to the great 
work of showing to the nations their sins, and teaching them the 
fundamental principles of God's word, on which they shall be re- 
constructed during the millennial reign of the Lord Jesus Christ 
over the earth, a solemn and awful responsibility rests upon this 
Synod. ''Son of man, thou shalt hear the word at my mouth and 
give them warning from me.*' If this arduous duty is not discharg- 
ed to this nation it will perish in its iniquity, but its blood will be 
required at the hands of the unfaithful watchmen. None will say. 
that this duty has been yet fully performed. How mighty the re- 
sponsibility ! How dreadful the thought ! Our own personal hap- 
piuess, temporal and spiritual, and 3ie welfare and hopes of our 
beloved country, and the existence and prosperity of our still 
more beloved Zion — the happy home of our fathers and our chil- 
dren — are endeared to us all by a thousand tender memories, holy 
joys, and delightful prospects — all in peril, and suspended on your 
fidelity this hour ! Who is sufficient for these things ? Never was 
there a more solemn trust committed to the hands of man. How 
appropriate the language used on a similar occasion. " Think not 
with thyself that thou shalt escape in the king's house more than all 
the Jews. For if thou altogether hold thy peace at this time. 
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then shall thine enlargement a;id deliverance arise from another 
place ; h\kt thou and thy father's power shall be destroyed ; and 
who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this." Esth. 4 : 13, 14. 

, And now there is but a short time to work. Delay is both* trea- 
son and ruin. God is evidently about to call this nation before 
bis bar to give an account of its deeds. It has recently suffered, 
in part, the penalty of his law for the wrongs done to man. And 
now it is about to "be arraigned for its still greater sins committed 
against God. And now, the ordinary judgments of his hand will 
not suffice to assert his authority and vindicate his law. He is 
making •bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations. He is 
coming out of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for 
their iniquity. The sound of his chariot wheels has alarmed the 
nations. They are mustering their forces, marching their armies, 
and they are gathering together to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty. In the meantime, in our own country a little 
space of respite has been given for repentance. 

The present season is most opportune. The great question just 
now before the rulers and people of this country is, the reconstruc- 
tion of the government. The raising of this question by the gov- 
ernment itself, is an opportunity and invitation to this Church to 
give an answer, as it only can. We have said the special mission 
of this Church is to instruct and reform the government, and now 
the government asks you to do your appropriate work. You are 
now called upon by the voice of God in his providence to do that 
work for which you maintain a distinct denominational existence 
in this land. The field, the work, the call, and the time are given 
to you by God, and are conceded to you by others. And the Spirit 
of God is brooding over the moral chaos, and is preparing and 
arranging the elements of the new heavens and the new earth. 
His operations are clearly visible upon the face of the waters. Old 
affinities are being broken up, and new ones forming. The ex- 
tended commotions of 4;he surface show the deep and powerful 
agitations beneath. God has set before you an open door. There 
is a deep-felt and wide-spread impression among all classes of the 
people, that there are great and radical evils in the constitntion, 
and that important changes are necessary fpr the future safety and 
prosperity of the government. Among all Chrisfian denomina- 
tions thoughtful and earnest men admit the duty and necessity of 
amending the constitution so as to give it a decided Christian 
character. Long-settled prejudices and corrupt political influences 
are passing away, and the minds of all Christians are being pre- 
pared to view the truth. And the wisdom of great men, apart 
from the Bible, is seen to have so signally failed in framing the 
constitution, and the law of God, so congenial to every Christian 
heart, is felt to be so much needed to brmg the nation out of its 
troubles, and to be the only safe and proper basis for the recon* 
structiou of the government, that its proposal now commands the 
assent of all good men. Hone of those who are the true followers 
of Jesus Chnst will oppose being governed by his law. 
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Thia growing Christian sentiment, which is the result of the 
operations of the Holy Spirit upon the minds of the people, needs 
to be enlightened, strengthened and concentrated, it needs to be 
quickened, prepared and regulated by the word of Gk)d. This is 
the work of the Ohureh. And the only Church which maintains 
that civil society should be regulated by the word of God, should 
do this work. Much instruction is needed. The government and 
the people must have line upon line, and precept upon precept. 
Many professed Christians and Christian Churches, as well as the 
Congress of the nation, and the Legislatures of the several States, 
need to be toldj that besides Ceesar, there is another king, one 
Jesus. Let not the Church now put her light under a bushel, or 
confine it to remote or obscure places, but let her appear as a city 
set on a hill, seen by all the people, and diflfusing her light over 
the whole land. 



STRIA MISSION. 

Messrs. Editors — ^Persons to whom I have read a letter received 
recently from Mrs. Dr. Metheny, Syria, have suggested that part 
of it be given to the Church through the pages of your Magazine. 
Facts and explanations come in. many private letters from that 
Mission, that are not contained in the letters written for publica- 
tion, and yet might very largely increase the interest of your read- 
ers in the missionaries and their work. I submit to your judg- 
ment the following extracts from Mrs. M's. letter. I need scarcely 
say it was written without a thought that any part of it would bo 
seen in print. M. C. 

* * * " Your letter came, and I was so glad I could not 
keep the tears back; but I am not strong yet after my long, lon<jr 
spell of fever. I walked over to Mr. Beattie*s yesterday, and 
though they da not live a square from here, when we came to the 
door I was so exhausted that the Dr. had to carry me into the 
house. I always rode over since my illness, but it seemed so strange 
to saddle a donkey every time I wanted to go to see them and they 
living so near, that I thought I would try to walk^ But I ought 
to be very thankful that I am as strong as 1 am at present, for at 
one time it seemed impossible for me to recover. 

The spring has opened and the weather is delightful. I do 
think the spring weather of Syria sut^asses anything I ever saw. 
The almond and apricot tree are in full bloom, the grass is green 
and the fig and other trees are budding. We have had very little 
occasion for fire this month (February"28th). 

Ramadan, or the Moslem fast, is over. The Moslems, during 
this fast, are not allowed to eat of drink from sunrise until sunset. 
They turn day into night, so to speak, for many sleep all day and 
have great f^ksting daring tbe night, aad they call this faHm§ ! 
Boring BaBHi&ui ifa person takes occaaion togo through the ^ ao^ * 
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or market, a few minutes before sunset, the Moslems, many of 
them, may be seen standing before the shops with their hands full 
of ^marcook* (a native loaf of bread) and other eatables, ready to 
devour as soon as they hear the cry from the minaret of a mosque, 
or the gun that is always fired at sunset during Ramadan, and 
they are not the least ashartied to be seen thus ready to gorman- 
dize. There is always a great deal of sickness among the Mos- 
lems after their fast ( f ), for they have great feasting for several 
days, and every one seems to do his best at eating. They devour 
every thing wholesale. One day we could not get any meat or 
bread baked, for their feasts. Poor deluded creatures,' and they 
are so bitter against Christianity there seems but little hope for 
their conversion at present; but nothing is impossible with God* 

I do not think I ever wrote to you about the Dr. and Mr. Beattie 
riding to a village over twelve hours distance from here to see a 
dead man. It is contrary to custom here to say that a person is 
dead, and a native friend living at a distance may be dead for weeks 
or months and no one will tell him. The Bishop of Latakiyeh 
was at a village over twelve hours distance from here spending the 
summer, and hoping to avoid the cholera should it come to Lata- 
kiyeh. He was taken sick with fever and died. They sent a mes- 
senger down for the bishop's brother and the Dr. The Dr. said 
he would go if they would give him about fifty dollars ($50) iu 
gold, and furnish horses for Mr. Beattie and himself They paid 
the money,^provided the horses, and the Dr. and Mr. B. went with 
the bishop's brother to see him (the bishop). When they arrived 
at the village, they found that the bishop had died without the 
Dr's. ijelp, and had been buried several days, and the messenger 
knew it but would not tell. You may be sure the Dr. did not 
thank them for taking him so far for nothing. They always bury 
a bishop sitting in a chair, with the cross in his hand. The Dr. 
said when people inquired how the bishop was, he felt like telling 
them he left him * sitting up.* Not many people in America 
would pay a doctor fifty dollars to go and see a dead man — whom 
he could not see because he was buried. The new Bishop of 
Latakiyeh is doing all in his power to break up our schools. He 
pretends he is going to open schools. He has a school for boys, but 
the teacher is liot a good one, and the poor children are wasting 
their time and are learning nothing. He said he was going to 
open a school for girls, and persuaded some of the parents to take 
their girls from our school; but the school was not opened and 
the girls are coming back, atid most if not all of them are in our 
school again. The girls are not to blame. They are anxious to 
learn ; but their parents are afraid of the bishop^ and also of what 
^people will say,' 

For two Sabbaths the attendance on the service was larger than 
ever before. Mr. Beattie has ha^ a severe attack of fever; but is 
able to be out again. * * The doctor has a call to go and see 
a sick woman who lives at Marsine, a place two days distance by 
the steamer from Latakiyeh, They vnll pay him thirty Turkish 
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pounds and his fare and board, so he intends goin^ to-day if the 
steamer comes, for thirty pounds is something worth while for the 
Mission. He will be gone only ten days. It is so lonely when he 
is away. Love to all. May we meet in the heavenly country if 
not permitted to see each other again in this life. 

With much love, your friend, Emma G. Mbthhhy." 

LATAxrrra, Haj 10, 1869. 

My Dear Brbthrbn — Another half year has passed since I 
last had the honor to report to you. We must record the kind- 
ness of our heavenly Father. Though his hand has aflicted us 
to a greater degree than we have ever known, and though we have 
walked in the midst of trouble, vet we have had life from him. 
We are happy in our work, and feel that if it pleases him to con- 
tinue us here and give us strength for our labors, we will be thank- 
fnl iddeed. 

Mr. Beattie's health has been feeble, but he is now recovering. 
He only omitted services in Arabic one Babbath. Mrs. Beattie 
and her two children are very well, iind Mrs. Metheny, at this 
time of writing, is quite recovered from her long, long sickness. 
Since I last wrote to you I visited Marsine and ** Tarsus, a city of 
Cilicia," the Apostle Paul's native city. I went especially for a. 
man who sent for me to remove a vascular tnnior from the fice of 
his little daughter. I went well supplied with mfedicines, and ad 
I was obliged to remain some time till the wound wotild h^al, I 
attended to as many persons as I could. After I had been a few 
days there I en^a^ed to stay twenty days, making my absence from 
home twen^-eight days. I attended about ninety patients, and 
had the satisfiiction of doing much good and being well paid for 
it. 

In a company a leading Greek man said to me, << I Hke Pro- 
testants, but I am not pleased that thev do not like the Virgin 
Mary. This is all I have against them. 

Who told you Protestants do not like the Virgin ? 

" I have always heard they do not like her nor pray to her." 

But you are mistaken, we like her and every other saint ; those 
who have died and gone to heaven, and those who are not dead, 
but are living on the earth. We love more saints than you do. 

"But you don't believe in the intercession of (Saints." 

How do you know that ? We often get the saints to pray for 
us, and the Te^ament says the prayer of faith shall save tn^ sick. 

"Then what is the difference between Protestants atid us?" 

O you pray to the saints and worship their pictures, and you 
think the saints are mediators in heaven. We know of no Medi- 
ator but Christ, and worship God through him alone. 

Another man said to me, "You Protestants profene the * bread 
and wine ! ' " 

How? 

" You, aft^er having partaken of them in the sacrament, treat 
the elements which are left as common bread and common wine." 
18 
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Trne, we do, but only so much of it as is set apart or is used. 
Our minister does not set apart only so much as is used in the 
Sacrament 

This is a sample « of the popish notions of the Greek people. 
Another man said, "You Protestants hate the cross," 

What cross ? 

"Does n6t Jesus say to *take up his cross daily ? ' " 

But we ^ope we do take .up thai cross, but that cross is not a 
cross of gold, or silver, or wood, n6t a material thing ; and also, 
that is not to be worshiped. 

This is a specimen of the way I was constantly approached by 
the many persons who came alon^ with those who were sick. 

The general aspect of things in this country is much better. 
There is a conviction in the minds of men in general that the cen- 
tury-beaten paths are to be changed, and every day changes are 
being made in almost every conceivable way. For example, the 
streets of Latakiyeh and other towns which have served the Moham- 
medans for many, many venerations, have at last been widened 
by order of the Sultan, ana now it will be possible to drive through 
streets in a carriage. Streets which until recently have not been 
defiled, as Moslems think, by beinc trodden upon by shoes sewed 
with a wax thread that was pointed by a swine's bristUy are now in 
a fair way to contribute to the comfort of the walking or riding 
Frank. The Moslems even now are beginning to wear French 
shoes, but they prefer that they should be pegged, as being sewed 
with a hog's bristle is very defiling in its nature and tendencies. 
A Moslem took the liberty of stepping into our kitchen where a 
ham was hanging against the wall. He asked what that was, and 
being told it was swine's flesh, he hastened and ran from the house, 
and I do not know that he ever entered the house agaixi. 

Where are you to begin to teach such an element as this ? But 
they are beginning to doubt the propriety of their course in some 
instances, yet there seems to be a great distance between them and 
the kingdom. As you will perceive by bro. Seattle's report, an 
entrance has been fairly made into the Fellahin districts, and 
many are now under instruction, and there is every day more and 
more prospect of their being gathered into the kingdom of Christ 
Every day the work is becoming more interesting, and we are 
trying to use our means to the best advantage to accomplish 
our obiect 

With much love to you all, and to your families, we remain, as 
we hope, yours in faith, D. Mbthbhy. 



Latakiybh, May 9, 1866. 

My very dear Brbthrbn — Since writing you my last, much 
longer time has elapsed than I anticipated, or intended should 
have intervened, before writing you again. My silence, however, 
I can truly say, has not been voluntary. The necessity has been 
forced upon me by bodily indisposition, that has quite unfitted me 
for attending for a portion of the time during the last three or 
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four weeks, to my ordinary rontine of duty. I took cold, which 
was attended by a cough, that still clings to me. I am happy to 
say mv condition is improving; the Dr. has been very attentive. 
Had he not been here, or some one else equally skillful, I 
know not what the result might have been. I omitted preaching 
one Sabbath; with that exception services have been regularly 
conducted in Arabic throughout the winter. Since writing 
you in March, the two, teachers from Beirut have united with 
us, and had their child baptized. Thev give promise of being 
useful missionaries. They have graduaflv grown in the affection 
and esteem of us all since comingliere. Another event of interest 
to the mission, and which will no doubt be hailed with pleasure 
by all who rejoice in the prosperity of our work, is the marriage 
of ITsuf Gedud, one of our best teachers, and Mariam, the betrothed 
of our beloved and lamented Hammud. They are both Fellahin 
and children of the mission, having been taught, trained and bap- 
tized, and brought into the fellowship of the Church entirely 
through missionary effort ; and now that they have been united in 
this new relationship, their settlement among this rude and be- 
nighted people we regard as the beginning of a jiew era. When, 
or whether there ever existed amonff them hitherto, a Christian 
family sprung of themselveia, is probaoly unknown. For ages they 
have concealed themselves in the darkness of their secret delusions 
— scorning all other sects and religions, and seeking no affinities 
with other tribes. Knowledge has gained an entrance, and the 
spell hae at length been broken, and who will venture to predict 
the influence that this single fiimily may yet exert? They were 
married last Thursday evening at the Dr's. About thirty persons 
were present. I performed the ceremony-^the first I ever per- 
formed either in Arabic or English. As suitable to such an occa- 
sion here^ I read the 5th chapter of the Epistle to the Ephesians. 
The persoris present, who had never witnessed our mode of mar- 
riage, were pleased with its very simplicity, and also with the en- 
tertainment, which was given in American style. 

^The attendance on the Sabbath continues encouraging, though 
not so large as it was a short time ago. Owing to an affair that 
occurred about two weeks a^o between the Dr*s. cook and a 
Greek, the bishop, aided and influenced by a few Greeks, if pos- 
sible more ignorant and narrow minded than himself, thought so 
to have inflamed the minds of the people against us — by imprecat- 
ing the destruction of every individual by fire, tar and brimstone, 
soul and body fcr ever, who should have anything t6 do with Pro- 
testants, or persons in the employ of Protestants, by word or 
deed — as to overthrow our work and compel us to withdraw. He 
set out to sea in that wind, but struck a rock. He neither suc- 
ceeded in keeping persons away from our houses, or entirely from 
our schools; nor has any one been consumed by the apostolic 
preparation and compound of fire, pitch and brimstone. This is 
"Greek fire," with a vengeance. But what was the cause of the 
anathema ? It was a beating, which the cook gave the Greek, for 
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perpetrating on his children the crime which called down the 
vengeance of an angry God on the inhabitants of the doomed 
6ity, fVom which it has taken its execrable name. This gives an 
insiffht into Latakiyeh morals, and a Greek bishop's notion as to 
the best mode of acquiring distinction or extinction, as the resnit 
seems to threaten in this case ; for he at present seems most likely 
to be consamed by the liery combustibles he has lighted. This 
matter between two persons the bishop tried hard to turn into 
something religious, hoping that by it, I suppose, our standing 
might in some way be affected A secret feeling of envious hos- 
tility has burned in the heart of the bishop and some others 
toward us this winter, till at length finding egress it flames up, 
threatening no other damage than the destruction of those who 
have nurtured it. They had the ignorant hardihood to accuse 
the doctor, cook add me, before the Governor, and when re- 
quested by the Governor to appear to answer to the charge made 
against us^ we asked what business they had to make such a r^ 
quest of Americans ? The Governor then requested the cook, to 
which we replied, that as we had been jointly char^e^d we must 
be Jointly tried. This led them to see their true position and the 
penis of their false accusation, and from that day their zeal to 
escape from the matter has been greater than it was before that to 
enter into it. But the end is not yet They have not yet learned 
the American price for lyinff. 

We are greatly cheered by your encoura^ng letter to the Br. 
There will be a Covenanter church in Latakiyeh yet, and J hope a 
bell on it. Th6 people curse the Dr. one day, and give him 
hundreds of piasters the next. Thus the enemy works his own 
destruction. 

Mrs. B. unites in love to Mrs. W. and fkmily. 

Ever yours in the gospel, J. Bkariis. 



TUB LOXDON SCOTTISH REFOUEB PRBIBTTUUAI liOiZMB, 

Thb third number of this monthly is before us, and requires 
some notice. Who is its editor we are not informed j the ^neral 
opinion, however, is doubtless correct, that assigns this position to 
Dr. Cunningham, Jewish missionary in London. Our readers are 
aware that the mission to the Jews in London was established by 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Scotland, and Aat Dr. Cun- 
ningham labored in that field under their direction. That 
position he continued to hold until, unable to fratemi;^e with the 
synod in the course of declension which the majority were puntuing, 
he withdrew, leaving the faithful minority to stru^le as they could 
in maintaining the testimonv. Since his separation, he has stood 
alone, finding no church in eith^ Scotland, Irelandor America which 
.he could recognize ad the true Covenauting Church. Becently, 
however, he has entered inta ecclesiastical eonnection^ wifii the 
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body Id this comitry, formed by Messrs. Lnsk and Steele in 1840. 
It is, we preaame, in the iDterest of this body thus reinforced, that 
the marazine is published. 

As this ma^tazine is not sent to ns by its publisher, we are not 
under any obligation to give it an editorial notice. It has fallen 
into our hands as a waif, and we will refer to it so £eu* as public 
interests may require. 

In the number before us, under the heading ^^ Foreign Corres- 
pondence," tb^e is an article, in which there are a few things that 
need ventilation. The signature D. 8., and the date Phila- 
delphia, March 9th, 1866, diong with internal evidence, fix the 
authorship on David Ste4e, the same who took the lead in the 
sdiism of 1840. In this article the attempt made before is renewed, 
to prove that the Synod of our Church ceased in that year legally 
to exist. Here is the proof: 

'' About a quarter of a century ago, in a periodical of the time, the legal 
organimtion of this body, ever sinee bearing the name Reformed Presbyterian 
Synod, was publicly disproved. The records of the body will ^ow that this 
mstinetive name underwent a ohange ; and the name being changed, there was 
made of necessity also a change of the organization. Prior to Jane 6th, 1840, 
the bodv was known as the * General Synod of the Eeformed Presbyterian 
.Ghorch,' but ever since as the ^ Reformed Presbyterian Synod.' The change 
was effected at the above date by va assumption on the part of the delegates of 
the rights and power of all the presbyteries. This act of assumption was one 
of the causes of the separate and independent organization of the Reformed 
Presbytery." 

Were it not that some honest, but simple-minded Covenanters 
plight be misled by this nonsense, we would forbear to notice 
it. The argument is, that because Synod changed its name, there- 
fore it changed its identity. After this discovery, the question, 
What is in a name ? need not be again asked. According to this 
lo^c, when a woman changes her name by marriage, she ceases 
to be the person she was before. But even this poor excuse for an 
argument has not the fact that it asserts, to hang on. The records 
of the body will not show that the distinctive name underwent a 
change. The jfollowing is the minute on the subject, Beformed 
jPresbj/Uriany vol. 4, page 180 : 

^^ Wharea$, the system of 8ri>ordinate synods and a delegate synod is, in the 
present cireomstanees of the church, complex and unnecessary, therefore, 
Jieiolvedf that the sub-synods be directed to adjourn ivne die^ at the close of 
their next sessions, and that the delegation system be abolished after the present 
sessions of General Synod, and the Synod be constituted as it was previously to 
the year 1825.'' 

The word " Oenerar* in our title ceased to be used, because the 
sub-synods being discOAtinued, it was no longer needed as a dis- 
• tinctive term. 

It may not be amiss to state here, that David Steele was a mem- 
ber of the synod by which the above resolution was adopted, and 
that he did not record his dissent against it We have no recol- 
lection that any objection was made by him, or any one else, at 
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tno time. "When no end was to be gained, no one would risk his 
claim to possess common sense, by asserting that the Synod in 
1840 could not return to the form of organization that it had in 
1825. Consistency would require D. 8. to maintain that the 
synod had no existence after the year when it made the first 
change. But then he was a member of the Synod, and sat in all 
its meetings from 1838 till 1840. It would not do, of course, to 
question its legality during that time. 

There is another piece of history, that serves to show that in the 
efforts of David Steele to bring reproach on the Synod, he sadly 
damages himself. In his " Contending Witness," vol. 2, No. 4, he 
charges the Synod with sanctioning Arminian doctrines, because it 
refused to sustain as relevant to censure the charge brought against 
one of its members, that he taught that ^^the fear of hell as a motive 
to obedience is consistent with saving faith, and useful to believers." 
The case was trierd by the sub-synod at Brush Creek, Oct. 1887, 
and the following is an extract from the minutes of the trial : 
" Moved by B^v. D. Steele, seconded by James Faris, that the first 
count in the libel, viz. ♦ That the fear of hell as a motive to obedi- 
dence io, consistent with saving faith, and useful to believers,' is 
irrelevant. Carried." The accused was acquitted on all the charges. 
The accuser appealed to General Synod, and the action of the sub- 
synod was unanimously sustained. David Steele, the mover of the 
action in the sub-synod which was sustained by General Synod, 
after he left the Church, and with evidently the design of casting 
odium on it, calls that action a sanctioning of Arminian errors. 

We forbear to notice other statements in the article on which we 
have animadverted. Some of them we knoW, and others we be- 
lieve, to be false. Dr. Cunningham is deceived, and is therefore 
to be pitied. While in this country, he was carefully guarded from 
the company of any who could give him lipjht. He was led 
about like a blind man. It is sad that a man of &is position allowed 
himself to be duped. He will, we doubt not, if he lives a few years 
longer, see the wrong that he has done in publishing a tissue of 
slanders against ministers in the Church that he did not know to 
be true^ and that their author gave only as hearsay. We cannot 
accord high principle to any one who would either oririnate or 

Eublish the aefamatorv statements with which the article signed 
K S., in the July number of the London Scottish Beformed Pres- 
byterian Magazine, abounds. T. S. 



REPORT OF THE BOARD OF BBDCITIOR. 

At your meeting in-May, in 1865, the following named ministers 
and ruling elders were appointed to organize and act as a Board* 
of Education, viz. Revs. H. P. M'Clurkin, A. M. Milligan, T. P. 
Stevenson, J. L. M'Cartney, and Messrs. D. Wallace, Ti Smith, J. 
Brown and W. Wills. During the sessions of your last meeting, 
the Board met, and organized by electing Rev. A. M. Milligan 
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chairman, and Rev» J. L. M'Cartney secretary. By way of instrnc- 
tion, the Board wan directed to take active measures for establish- 
ing, a school, in which colored persons may receive preparatory 
training for the work of teaching their brethren and preaching the 

fospel of Christ, find also to confer with the owners of the College 
uiiding and Fetnale Seminary at Northwood, and purchase the 
same, if they could be obtained on reasonable terms, and free from 
claims and all incumbrances, if this would, in their judgment, con- 
duce to the iurtherance of the object committed to them. They 
accordingly held a meeting in Northwood in September, when, 
upon inquiry, they learned the following facts, viz. That the Board 
TO Geneva Hall becoming insolvent, the sheriff of Logan county, 
in behalf of certain creditors, seized the college builoing and all 
available property, and sold to the highest bidder ; that four per- 
sons, members of Miami congregation, by their agent, purchased 
the college ; that two of these afterward wishing to sell the same 
to another body for a house of worship, the other two, viz. Mary 
Jane Jamieson and 8. P. Johnston, purchased their entire interest 
in the building, by whom it was held at that time, the court having 
made them a deed for the property. The title being from the 
court, and the teachers occupying the building having agreed to 
relinquish all claims, and the Board, desirous of beginning at once 
the work assigned them, purchased the building, and located the 
school in Northwood. The purchase was made upon the stipulated ' 
condition that the amount necessary to secure it should be raised 
by the people of that vicinity, which condition was complied with, 
one individual, Mr. H. Parlte, generously subscribing one thousand 
dollars for this purpose. 

A committee, consisting of Messrs. H. George, H. Hervey and 
W. Rambo, was appointed to secure the deed, and make necessary 
repairs on the college building. 

The laws of Ohio requiring that a corporate institution shall have 
at least five members of the board of trustees residing in the county 
where such institution is located, the propertv could not be deeded 
to Synod's Board. It was, therefore, deeded to the committee 
named above, with power embodied in it to convey it to whatever 
board Synod may designate. With this arrangement the Board 
was entirely satisfied. 

An effort has also been made to secure the seminary for the^ 
use of the school, with gratifying success, much of it being already 
donated, while the Bbard has been proffered the use, for the pres- 
ent, of nearly all the remaining stock. 

The two buildings with their appurtenances could not be placed 
there now for less than seventeen or eighteen thousand dollars. 
The question of location and purchase being settled, the Board 
matured arrangements for putting the institution upon a permanent 
basis, by electing a corps of professors, and appealing to the church 
and community for funds. These arrangements were made upon 
the hypothesis that a very considerable fund would be collected by 
.the delegation abroad. Most Qf the professors elected not accept- 



Digitized by 



Google 



280 ItepaH of the Board of JSdueaUon. 

iDg, and discouraged by the meagre sacceas of the delegation, the 
Board at a subsequeEt meeting reconsidered their entire action in 
electing professors, and determined to appoint one who should be 
principal of the institution, and empowered to employ all teachers 
required, and also to have general control of the institution. Though 
making earnest and continued efforts, we have not yet been able to 
secure the desired principal, and now request Synod to take the 
appointment into its own hands.''' 

The Board, unwilling to involve themselves, the church or the 
institution, determined to operate carefully within their means, 
and selected a limited number of colored people to be supported 
by their fund. 

the Board directed their business agent to establish a boarding 
house, which has been done on the mo^t economical plan, bringing 
the expense of boarding down to $1.50 per week. The school 
opened on the 27th of March, under the auspices of the Board, with 
the Secretary as temporary Principal, who has charge of the insti- 
tution till a permanent Principal shall be secured. 

We have not yet succeeded in getting the number of pupils of 
color that we desired. Mary B^msey, of the Ifatchez Asylum, 
and a slave till very recently, has been received into the school. 

Welby Williams, an orphan from our Natchez mission, who has 
been in the school for nearly a year, has m^de very considerable 
and every week is waking up more and more to an in- 
his studies. 

lohnston, a son of a meml^er of our own church, of Blairs- 
^ is among the most advanced of our colored students. 
3r Boxlejr comes to us from Rolla, Mo., very highly re- 
commended. He is a light mulatto, genteel, pious ana faithful. 
' Squires Williains, also of the Natchez Asylum, who came wifli 
Mary, has already given unmistakable evidence of talent and 
genius* 

H. P. Biley, of New Alexandria, Pa., formerly a slave, has re- 
cently came to us. He is a fine singer, and natural orator. 

^^Quarles," of Macon, Ga., the son of a colored clergyman and 
of Scotch, Indian and African descent, is expected on every day.f 

Many others have applied for admission, some of whom have 
superior talents, but are yet in the army, and hope to enter our 
school as soon as discharged. The Board think that the entire 
expense of supporting one of these students need not exceed $150 per 
annum. In most cases it will be much less, inasmuch as manual labor 
will be furnished, more or less, to all. We are careful to accept 
only such as are mentally and physically strong — such as will bear 
hard pushing. We say to such, '' We will expect you to labor two 
hours every day, and half the day on Saturday, in such a way and 
at such a time as pot to interfere with your studies. Are you 
willing to enter on these terms ? Wq do not encourage the in? 
dolent.^' 

* Synod elected Rev. J. M'Crackin, of St. Louis, 
f 1$ now in the school. 
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The Board is gratified to be able to acknowledge the important 
services of the Ladies' Freedmen's Aid Society of Worthwood in 
th^ important aid they have extended to us in providing and mak- 
ing up beds and clothing for the freedmen. 

Two important questions have engaged the attention of the 
Board, viz., the proprietv of educating females, and the extent of 
classical education tnat should be recommended to those designing 
the ministry. As to the first, the education of colored girls, while 
the Board has »ot felt at liberty to do much in that direction, they 
are clearly of the opinion that it should not be neglected. The 
race can never be successfully and permanently elevated, without 
educated and enlightened mothers. Upon this, as also upon the 
degree of classical education to be recommended, Hxe Board desires 
the expression and direction of Synod- 

The Board, in closing this, its first annual statement, desires to 
urge upon Synod the importance of the wqi^ upon which they 
have entered. Scarcely ever has there been a time, when able, 
educated men were more needed for a fallen and degraded race in 
their transition state from slavery to freedom. The national con- 
flict of arms i^ over, but it has left that patient and heroic race, 
that helped us win our liberties, still degraded and in the power 
and At the mercy of the oppressor. Are we not our brother's 
keeper ? and poor and colored though he be, can we not effect 
some permanent good for hitn ? Is not the cause worthy of the 
self-denial of any disciple ? Has not God espoused their cause, 
and shall we not be co-workers with Him X 

The Board, in its proceedings, have by no means left out of view 
the groat question of providing facilities for educating the youth 
of our own Church under proper influences. On the contrary, they 
hope that by steady and persevering efforts they may succeed in 
placing the institution upon such a basis as will draw many to its 

The growinff favor with which our principles are received, the 
rapidly extended field of our missionary operations, the increased 
number of vacancies, and the unusual scarcity of ministerial labor, 
all unite in pressing upon the church the importance of training 
her youth, educating tnem under such influences as that by God's 
blessing their services may be secured for the church. 

The Treasurer's report is herewith submitted. It is not com- 
plete, inasmuch as all the funds have not yet passed into his hands. 
A full statement would show the following : 

In Treasurer's hapds, , $1,177 00 

In t. Smith's hands (note), 100 00 

Iq financial agent's hands, 92 00 

In Rev. A. M. MilUgan's hands, 1,442 OQ ' 

Totd, W,811 00 

Respectfully submitted. 

J, L, M'Oabtnby, Secreiniy. 
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BEPOBT OF TBEASUBBB OF BOARD OF EDUCATION. 
1865. 

May, Mrs. Elizabeth Hays $ 10 00 

1866. 
January 24, J. L. M'Cartney, $700 U. 8. Treasury notes, 7A loan, 

at97J, $682 50 

^ « Drafks, ^.. 182 62 

865 12 

February 14, J. L. M'Cartney, $100 U. S. Treasury notes, 7^% loan, 

at 971, 97 50 

'* ^^ Londonderry congregation^ 130 00 

*' " Salt Creek congregation,..^ 214 83 

<< << Muskingum and Tomica congregation, 3 00 

«« " Natchez Missionaries, ...• 25 00 

" ** First congregation, Philadelphia 23 85 

March 81, J. 8. T. MilTigan, 80 00 

Hay 2, Wilkinsburg congregation, 37 21 

fl,486 61 
1865. 
Aug. 22, To printing and expressing 500 circulars ip Belle 

Centre, $ 15 00 

Feb. 14, To expenses of members attending two meetings of the 

Board, 137 76 

'< << To expenses of transportation and boarding two boys from 

Natchez to Northwood, 48 50 

" " To expenses of H. P. M'Clurkin to Philadelphia as Agent 

of the Board, ; 83 00 

May 4, Cash to J. L. M'Cartney, 75 00 

" " To balance in the Treasury, ;... 1,177 26 

$1,486 51 
Jambs Bbown, Treatwer of the Board cf Education. 

GiMCiNNATi, May 2l8t, 1866. 

Of this amount on hand, the Treasurer holds $900 in Treasury notes of the 
United States 7 3-10 loan— $800 at 97i, and $100 at 98i. The balance in 
cash, at interest at 5 per cent. ^ 



GEUECH OPBNIHO IN INDiiNiPOLIS. 

Indiaxapolis, July 18, 1866. 

Rbv. T. Spboull, D. D. — Reo. and Dear Sir: By the good hand 
of our God upon us, we have (as you will see by the paper accom- 
parying this) our church finished, and opened with verv encourag- 
ing success. " The substancepf things hoped for and the evidence 
of things not seen," is now a visible reality, and although it has 
been a heavy burden pecuniarily to Rev. Mr. Orozier ana myself, 
almost too heavy for us to carry, vet we have borne it cheerfully, 
believing it to be the Lord's work ; and we rejoice to see it pros- 
pering nirough our feeble instrumentality, and with the divine 
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blessing we hope to soon be out of debt, and have a self-sustain- 
ing congregation. We will, however, need all the aid your Board 
can give us, and will supply the deficit to the best of our ability, 
"We think that this mission here is of as much importance, and 
promises more to the Church and the extenaion of our principles, 
than any other, and should be classed among the first to claim the 
generous liberality of the Church. We also think that the great 
sacrifices and self-denial of your missionary here (Mr. Crozier), 
entitles him to your peculiar consideration and to a liberal share 
of the funds of the Church. By divine blessing we now have our 
church occupied every Sabbath by an attentive and respectable 
audience, and the good work\of " evangelizing the nations " seems 
to be^prosperinff in this place; and owing to the great burden that 
we have had to bear to build our church, the lukewarmness of some 
in the Church, and the open opposition of others, were so discour- 
aging that we would have despaired, only that we knew that it was 
the Lord's work. We think that for the present year, at least, 
the Board of Home Missions should help us with a liberal hand, 
at least as much as it does to other places. 

The whole cost of our new church building is $6,750, $5,000 of 
which is paid, a large proportion from our own pockets. We do 
hope that you will use your influence with the Church Extension 
Board, and otherwise^ to help us pay up the balance of this debt as 
soon as possible. To let you see what our neighbors think of our 
first openinff of the church, I add to this the editorial published 
on this subject in the Indianapolis Journal^ the paper having the 
largest circulation of any paper in this State. 

Hoping to hear from the Board of Domestic Missions (to whom 
you will please show this), I remain, yours, for the cause of Christ, 

J. T. Boyd, M. D. 

Ghtjboh Opening. — ^The Beformed Presbyterian or Covenanter ohnrch, in 
this city, wa« opened for public worsbip, on Sabbath, June 30th. This 
chnrob, which has jnst been finished, is a very pretty and beautifully situated 
building, on South street, east of East street. The opening exercises were 
very interesting. 

Key. John Crozier, of this city, conducted the morning exercises, from the 
text, <* I will be as the dew unto Israel,'' Hosea 14 : 15 ; showing that nothing 
but the divine presence, spirit and grace, could give life and growth to the 
Church. 

Rev. D. Shaw, of Bloomington, followed in the afternoon. His text was, 
^'Who is she that looketh forth as the morning, fair as the moon', clear as the 
tun, and terrible as an army with banners ?" Song 6 : 10. He showed that 
the Church of Christ, which had a very humble beginning, had gone on proft- 
pering, notwithstanding all opposition, overturning everything that opposed, 
^' looking forth as the morning/' commencing to dispel the darkness of the 
world, she has been constantly increasing, and will yet illuminate the whcde 
world, &c. 

Rev. H. H. George, of Cincinnati, preached in the evening from Matthew 
18 : 31 — '< The kingdom of heaven is like unto a grain of mustard seed." 
He showed that the Church, although in her beginning was very small and 
humble, as a grain of mustard seed, would nevertheless become the greutest 
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of all and fill the whole earth with her )[>ranehe8 and fmk, affording proteotiM, 
aostenauoe and shelter to all the inhabitants of the world of eyery clime and 
oolpr. 

The whole exercises were very solemn and impressive, and we trust that 
these firm and uncompromising advocates of civil and religious libercy and 
national reform, will soon succeed in collecting a large congregation in this 
city. The audience pn this the opening of the church was very respectable, 
and seemed deeply interested in the services. 



CHKUTUN STIPiTIT. 



Wb are exceedingly gratified to learn that Mr. James S. Buck, 
licentiate, was presented, a short time since, with a purse of $250, by- 
members of the R. P. congregations of Pittsburffh and Allegheny. 
This is a well-timed and directed work of Christian sympathy. 
Mr. Buck, by great eflfort, succeeded in winning his way to the 
work of preaching the gospel, agreeably to his lone cherished de- 
sire ; but disease had laid its hand upon him in sucn a way and to 
Buch an extent, that he has been prevented for a considerable pro- 
portion of the time since his licensure, from pursuing his chosen 
calling. His health has been partially restored. He has been 
able, with some exertion, to occupy the pulpit, with very little 
interruption, since January 1st of trus year. The vacancies, and 
others for whom he has preached, have dealt with Mr. Buck very 
liberally, but his "commissariat" has not, of course, under these cir- 
cumstances, been kept overflowing, and therefore we say that these 
Christian friends have shown him Christian kindness in so freely 
supplementing it. And besides, we ought to add, Mr. Buck is most 
hignly esteemed as a man and ks an able, practical, earnest and 
profitable preacher. The ceremony of presentation took place at 
the house pf Dr. S. Sterpett, Pittsburgh, who presented the gift, 
with a few impropriate remarks, briefly responded to by Mr. Buck, 
who then engaged in prayer with the friends assembled on the 
occasion. J. M. W, 



ROCHESTER FEESBTTERT. 

The Presbytery of Rochester met in the city of Rochester on 
Tuesday, May 21st, at 2 P. M. The ministerial members were 
all present except Rev. J. M. Johnston, as also a large representa- 
tion of the ruling elders. Besides the routine business, but few 
other matters of any general interest were before the Presbytery. 
A final arrangement was made so far as the Presbytery was con- 
cerned, of the affairs of Toronto congregation, especially in re- 
fard to its pecuniary indebtedness to its late pastor, the Kev. B. 
ohnston. A call was presented by the congregation of Lisbon 
upon Rev. J. M. Johnston, and sustained as a regular gospel ctdL 
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Ab Mr. Johnston was not at Presbytery, being employed in the 
Natchez Mission, a commission, consisting of S. Bowden, R. D. 
-Bproull and Jas. Campbell, were appointed to meet in Syracuse 
upon Mr. Johnston's return, to present the call, and to take such 
action as the circumstances of the whole case may require. 

A supplement of f 100 was ordered to be paid to Rev. R. Shields, 
pastor of Ramsay congregation, C. W. • R. D. Sproull, S. Bowden 
and James Campbell were appointed the Interim Committee^of 
Supplies. Presbytery adjourned to meet in the city of Rochester 
on the 1st Wednesday of October, at 10 A. M. 

S. Bowden, Clerk of Presbytery. 



G0IIIS8I01I OF EOCHBSTBE PEBSBITBRT. 

A COMMISSION of the Rochester Presbytery, consisting of 8. 
Bowden, Mod., R. B. Sproull, and James Campbell, ruling elder, 
met in the city of Syracuse, on Monday, August 13. A call from 
the congre^tion of Lisbon, upon Rev. J. M. Johnston, was pre- 
sented to him, but declined. Mr. Johnston demitted the pas- 
toral charge of the congregation of Syracuse, he having accepted 
for another year the appointment of Synod's Board to the Mission 
in Katchez. The pastoral relation between Mr. Johnston and the 
congregation of Syracuse was dissolved by the commission. At- 
rangements were made for declaring the pulpit vacant, and Mr. 
Johnston was appointed to supply in Syracuse until the middle of 
September. Jas. Campbell, Clerk of Com. 



GIBCniiB. 

To the Members of the Peformed Presbyterian Church : 

Dear Bbbthrbn — ^Necessity compels us thus to address you, and 
we hope you will accept it as our apologv for plainness of speech. 
If the work of missions among the Freedmen of the South, so aus- 
piciously began, is to be carried on, you must contribute much 
more liberally than has been done of late. There is now no mon^ 
in the treasurv ; the salaries of the missionaries are due, and as yon 
well know, they are entirely dependent upon you for support. 
They are verily strangers in a strange land, not surrounded by 
friends, but those who would be but too glad to see the work 
cease. It will take, at the very lowest estimate, ^6,500 this year 
for salaries alone for the number now employed at the two stations. 
A new school building ought to b© erected at Washington, which 
will take about $3,000. The one now occupied is wnoUy inade- 
quate to the wants of the mission. The situation has. resolved 
itself simply to this: your Board must be immediately and liberally 
sustained by your money, or the missionaries withdrawn, and thie 
work of missions among the Freedmen by the Covenanter Church 
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ceases — ^a result that would no doubt be gratifying to her enemies, 
but surely not so to her friends. What say the brethren, shall the 
Board continue in its work or not ? We await your response, 

Uemittances should be made as usual to our Treasurer, Mr. 
Daniel Euwer, Allegheny, Pa. 

J. M. WiLLSON, Chairman^ 

William Wills, Secreiarj/y 

Ceniral Board Dameitic Misskma. 

Alleqhbht, July, 1866. 



0BITOABIE8. 



Died, January 2, 1866, in Newburgh, N. Y., Mr. John Beattie, aged 
83 years 8 moDths and 18 days. 

The deceased was born in Coldenham, Orange county, New York. Blessed 
with pioos parents, by whom he was educated in the fear of God, he made an 
early profession of religion in the Reformed Presbyterian Chnrch, and became 
a member of the Coldenham congregation. His examplariness as a Christian 
won for him the esteem and confidence of his brethren. On the 3d of Octo-' 
ber, 1839, he was ordained to the offiee of ruling elder. In 1847 he removed 
to Newburgh, and united with the 1st 'Reformed Presbyterian congregation 
there. In this connection he remained till death, walking in all the oom* 
mandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 

Mr. Beattie was thrice married. Miss Sarah Haines was his first wife, by 
whom he had ten children, six sons and four daughters ; Miss Elizabeth M. Kin- 
ney his second, by whom he had three children, two sons and one daughter; 
and Miss Rachel Kelso his third wife, who also died before him. Three of 
the children died in infancy, two others after they were grown np, and eight, 
five sons and three daughters, survive him. He had the satisfaction of seeing 
nine of his children make a profession of their faith in the Redeemer, and 
two of these became ministers of the gospel— one a pastor of a congregation 
in Vermont, and the other a missionary in Syria. 

Mr. Beattie possessed many excellent — many remarkable traits of character. 
He possessed qualities worthy of the highest imitatioh — he possessed an enerzy, 
firmness and perseverance combined with a scrupulous sense of justice, integrity 
and honest principle, that has been seldom equaled in any other man, and 
these predominated in all the transactions of his life. When he took a poei- 
ti6n, he maintained it — when he undertook a work, he acoomplished it — when 
he attended to any duty, he did it sincerely and conscientiously. He was 
peculiarly independent; Few men, probably, felt less the reslxiunt of other 
peoples' opinions, than he did. This, combined with a natural stern and stir* 
ring disposition, gave him in earlier life a rough and somewhat harsh exterior, 
^hich, however, by the grace of God was ultimately so subdued as that, of 
him it might be said, the lamb and lion lay down together. He loved his fami- 
ly with a true father's love. He felt a deep concern for their spiritual welfare. 
The prayers that he daily offered up and all his epistles prove this. 

He took a deep interest in the cause of missions. In the autumn of 1865, 
in the last conversation that he had with his son, the missionary in Syria, when 
on a visit to this country, he said, ^^ I had thought and hoped that you would 
bave remained in this country, at kast while I lived, which I think will not be 
very long. But I have nothing to say against your return. You feel that the 
Head of the Church has sent you to labor in that field, and I have no doubt 
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but it is your duty to go/' Agaia, in a letter to the same, and perhaps the 
last communication he ever penned, among other things he writes : *' Joseph, 
my son, I am glad that you are getting on so well with your mission. I feel glad 
that your health has I>een so good. I think you have a better prospect than 
you have ever had before. I trust that you and your fellow-laborers will be 
the means of disseminating the gospel in that heathen land. Poor creatures ! 
they are spiritually dead and do not know it. The time is drawing nigh when 
a reform is expected. You and Mr. Dodds will have a great ded of comfort, 
if you should establish the gospel in that heathen' land." 

For many years before his decease it was evident to all who conversed much 
with Mr. Beattie that he was advancing in the divine life. His conversation was 
in heaven. Though in his life time a man deeply immersed in worldly cares, 
as was necessary in the management of his worldly affairs, he had far outlived 
the feeling — long since cut loose from earth — being like his divine Master and 
Pattern, in the world, but not of it. About four months before hb departure, 
it was remarked to him that he had a large share of tribulation and triaU in 
his lifetime, but that alsowhe had experienced many mercies, he said, *< That 
is very true. My wives and children have been taken from me, but I have 
great comfort in reflecting on their death ;" and then he added, '^ My chief 
delight for manv years has been to read and study the Bible," remarking 
that '' an individual's happiness is not of a temporal but of a spiritual nature.^ 
His zeal for the honor of the Redeemer, his love to the truth, his regard for 
the Sabbath, his regular attendance upon all the public and private ordinances 
of the gospel, indeed his whole conduct made it manifest that he was looking 
not at the things which are seen and temporal, but at the things which are 
unseen and eternal. 

The disease by which he was removed was long-continued and severe. He, 
however, at last was confined to his bed bat about four weeks. During that 
time, although his sufferings were intense, he never was heard to murmur or 
complain. He bore all with Christian patience and resignation. He was 
thank^l for every thin^ that was done for him. Owing to the severity of his 
disease, his mind sometimes wandered, but it was only for a moment, and even 
in his deepest distress he never lost sight of the Saviour. At no time did a 
word escape his lips of a doubting or desponding character. He was much 
engaged in prayer. At one time when told by his physician that his recovery 
was doubtful, he replied, << I have no desire to recover : I have lived a long 
time, and I find nothing satisfactory here.'' At another time, after suffering 
great pain, he raised his hands, and exclaimed, '< Oh I it is wonderful, wonder- 
ful, that all the persons in the Godhead should be concerned in the salvation 
of one sinner." And when asked' if he trusted in the Saviour, he replied, 
^' I hope I do ; I have but one Saviour, Jesus Christ. He is altogether lovely \ 
he is all my salvation, and all my desire." 

He was very fond of all his grand-children, particularly those who were 
called by his name. His eye resting on a Uttle grandson, he said, '* John, 
come here, put your face close to grandpa's, and listen to what I say, I am 
an old man ; I have lived a long time in this world, and now I am going to 
die ; you have just begun to Hw ; the pathway of youth is slippery, fuU of 
temptations. Love the Lord Jesus Christ, give yourself to him, and the next 
time you come to see grandpa it will be in heaven." This was two days be- 
fore his death. After this, owing to his great weakness, he said but little 
that could be understood. So peaceful was his dying moments that his chil- 
dren, though watching with affection's eye, could not tell when his blessed 
spirit left its clay tenement, for that house eternal in the heavens whose bitild- 
er and maker is God. Thus lived and dfed that truly good man. He has 
fought a good fight, he has kept the faith, and at last a conqueror, and more 



Digitized by 



Google 



288 Book Nottcei. 

than a oonqneror, hsfl entered forever upon tlie joys of his Lord. Tlie j^wel 
80 long concealed by tie sods of earth has at last been washed and set in 
Immannel's crown. The tree of righteonsness matured, has been taken and 
transplanted in the paradise of G<id. The shook of corn so fully ripened, has 
«t length been gathered np, and taken home to the heavetily gamer. 

By the remoTal of so exemplary a follower of Christ, the Church has 8119- 
tained a great loss. '* Your fathers, where are they V* *And oh, what a void 
has been made in that family of which he was the head I His death cannot 
but be felt by them as a heavy blow, but they ought not to complain. They 
should be thankful that God has been pleased to give them such a father, 
and to spare him in their midst so long ; and it should be their constant aim 
to treasure up his Wise counsels and imitate his bright example of humility, 
uprightness of cottduct, and unwavering principle, so that, when they too are 
called away, they may be found worthy to be made partakers of the same 
rich and enduring reward; and leave behind them a reputation as pure atid 
unsullied as his. J. M. B. 



Died, at his residence, near Dresden, Ohio, of congestion of the lungs, on 
January 4th, 1866, William Dunlap, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. 
The disease was of short duration, and was borne witli resignation to the will 
of God. His life was that of a zealous and humble Christian, and his death 
calm and peaceful. He lived in readiness for death, waiting for the call of his 
Divine Master, who, we are confident, has received him to himeelf, and given 
him an inheritance in that heavenly Jerusalem, where the saints shall ever be 
with the Lord. ^'Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints." 



BOOI seTicii. 

TBI MiBAOS or Lin. United Presbjrterian Board of Publication. 

To all, but especially to the young, we recommend this little 
volume. False notions of happiness and the means of obtaining 
it ruin millions. To the yoang, pleasure, or gain, or fame, is the 
mirage that engages their attention. They seek the phantom, but 
when seeming)^ in their gras^, it is gone. A number of instances 
of public nten is ^ven in this volume, who set out on the wrong 
track to iind happiness, and discovered their mistake when sunk 
to the depths otf wretchedness. The reading' of this book and 
improving its lessons would save thousands from the rain into 
which they are madly rushing. 

Pbincitoh Rbyihw. July, 1866. 

The articled in this number are, 1. Bationalism^ 2. ]^ormal 
Schools. 8. Relations of India with Greece and Bdme. 4. M'- 
Cosh on J. S. Mill and Fundamental Truth. 5, The Gto^eral As- 
sembly. The first of these articles v^ill repay fot its careful 
perasal. That on the General Assembly is a kind ot approval of 
its action in the case of the Louisville Presbytety. The writer 
evidently would rather some other course had b^n taken with 
that recusant body. He clings to the sentiment that slavehoiding 
is not sinfuL He is falling behind the age, and will soon be lost 
sight of in these times of progress. 

Thi Education iPond Beport, and other matten on hand, wiU appear in next Ko. 
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SOD'S AMNESTY TO NATIONS AND ITS CONDITIONS.* 

P«alm2: 10, 11,12 

Civil Government was instituted in the organization of the hu- 
man family. Oar first parent was constittited the civilruler of the 
world. All things were put under his power with one single ex- 
ception, the tree in the midst of the garden, which he was forbidden 
to touch on pain of death, to teiach him that God retained the right 
to rule him and the power to punish with extreme penalty his dis- 
obedietice. 

The fall of man was a world rebellion. Incited by Satanic 
temptation, it was a conspiracy in which Adam transferred* his al- 
legiance from Jehovah to Satan, hence Satan became the god of 
ihiQ world, and its rightful ruler so far as^* the consent of the gov- 
erned" could make him so. 

Christ was sent into this world by God the Father, .as the Captain 
of Salvation, to destroy the works of the Devil, and restore the king- 
dom to its rightful King. To this 'end he was intrusted with uni- 
versal authority.* Born a King, and crucified a King, he ascended 
and took his seat at the Father's right hand as Lord of all. 

He no sooner entered upon this oflice than Satan encountered 
him by temptation. For forty days he plied him with all the art. 
of a fallen spirit, to lure him from his loyalty, and offered him all 
the kingdoms of the world if he would betray his trust and do horn 
age to him. Christ indignantly repels the temptation, and hurling 
the gauntlet of defiance at his feet, dared him to the conflict. They 
met again on Calvary, and though crucified, Christ conquered; 
though his heel was bruised, with itTife bruised the head of Satan, 
trampled the dragons, and ascending on high Jae led captivity cap- 
tive, and took his seat as conqueror at the right hand of majesty. 

Before he ascended he oommissiotied his Apostles to organize the 
church and ordain the ministry as a militant host to carry on the 
confiict through a score of centuries, with the assurance that when 
the seven seals of' the roll of God's determined providence were 
broken, when the' seven trumpets of liis charge were sounded!, tho 

•Abstract of Sermon preached in the Hall of Representatives before a large number 
of members of Congress and citizens of Washington, on Sabbath, July 8th, 1866, bj 
R«ir. A. M. MiUigan, of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Phtiburgh, P». 
19 
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voices in heaven would shout that " the kingdoras of this world had 
hecome the kingdoras of our Lord and of his Christ.^ Then their 
campaign would be over and their rest and triumph would ensue. 

This 2d Psalm describes the condition of things while this 
struggle progresses. The nations are described as imagining a 
thing utterly, hopelessly vain. The people are raging, and the prin- 
ces and rulers consulting and plotting to assert and maintain their 
independence of the authority of the Lord and his Christ, and to 
overturn and destroy his rule in the world. 

God for a time gives free scope to their efforts, and laughs at 
their puny attempts, still all the while preparing the way for the in- 
auguration of Messiah's kingdom, until the arrangements comple- 
ted, the decree is declared, the request preferred, and the nations 
are given to Christ, and the uttermost parts of the earth* put under 
his sway, he dashes his enemies to pieces like a potter's vessel with 
a rod of iron, and establishes his universal and eternal kingdona. 
The text is the earnest exhortation of the Spirit of God to the na- 
tions and their rulers to learn wisdom from the prophecy and his- 
tory, and submit to the divine government before they be destroyed. 
It is a proclamation of amnesty on prescribed terms. 

I. The terms on which nations are required to return to their al- 
legiance to God and to be reconstructed into loyal provinces of his 
empire, are, 

1. That they shall secure to the people, his subjects, all their 
rights, and govern on the principles of his law. " Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them," "Call 
no man master or lord, for one isyour master, even Chist, and all 
ye are brethren.** Rom. 13:4, "He is the minister of God to thee 
for good.*' Perfect equality before the law. No respect of persons 
with God. That all without distinction of class or former .condition 
shall enjoy the birthright privilege of God's children, the right to 
choose those who shall rule over them, until they forfeit it by crime. 
Dan. 7 : 27, '' The kingdom and dominion and greatness of the king- 
dom shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High." 
2 Sam. 16 : 18, "Whom the Lord and this people, even all the meu 
of Israel shall choose, his will I be and with him will I abide.** If 
any of God*s. subjects are oppressed it is a reproach to his govern- 
ment, and he will not allow it to pass unavenged; Prov. 14:31, 
*'He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his maker.** These 
principles moreover must be extended to national as well as indi- 
vidual relations, and the golden rule, the law and bond of their 
union will make the nations of the world a band of brothers under 
Christ their common head, and prevent a mighty nation from stand- 
ing idly by while a weak neighbor is oppressed or subjugated by 
a stronger power. 

2. The second condition of loyalty is that the nations shall secure 
the best interests of the church. Isa. 60 : 12, " The nation and 
kirgdom that will not serve thee shall perish." 

The relations of State and Church are most important, yet little 
understood. Misunderstanding of them hasi been the cause of un- 
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told disorder and mischief to society. The theory that Church and 
State sbodld be nnited has long ago proved itself pernicious and 
baneful. They are perfectly diatinct in their origin, their object, 
and the means by which they accomplish their end. Civil govern- 
ment originated in man's state of innocence in nature— was intend- 
ed for the best interests of man in this world, and effects its ends 
by rewards and penalties, of which the sword is the symbol. The 
Church had its origin in grace in view of man's fallen condition, 
for the purpose of restoring man to friendly relations with God, re- 
constructing civil society in allegiance and amity with divine gov- 
ernment, and gathering the redeemed to glory; and the instrumen- 
tality slie uses is not carnal, but mighty through God to pull down 
strongholds. 

• Still here are two co-ordinate. Independent and potent organiza- 
tions, side by side with each other, affecting the same society, made 
up of the same numbers and constantly coming in contact with 
each other, and there must of necessity be some rule on which they 
shall associate. One theory is that the State should be subordinate 
to the church, and on this theory the Pope of Rome crowned or 
dethroned kings at his pleasure. This monstrosity is described in 
prophetic symbol. Rev. 17, by a woman sitting upon a scarlet col- 
ored beast full of names of blasphemy, and on her forehead the 
namfe. Mystery, Babylon the Great, Mother of Harlots. 

Another theory, the Erastian, is that the Church should be sub-^ 
ordinate to the State. The Church of England recognizes Queen 
Victoria as its head, and the decisions of her highest courts are 
set aside by the Queen's authority. This in Scripture is described 
to spiritual adultery, the Bride of Christ accepting as her head 
another than her husband, and exciting the jealousy of Him who 
will not give his glory to another. 

There is still another theory, the American idea, that Church 
and State, politics and religion, should be so far separated as to 
have no influence upon one another, — ^that the State should utterly 
ignore the Church, — "Let her provide for herselt," arid that the 
Church and **the ministry should not be allowed to meddle with 
politics." The deplorable results of which theory too plainly ap- 
pear in the debauched, corrupted and demoralized condition of the 
past politics of the nation. The true Bible arrangeuient is that 
the two distinct, independent institutions should mutually co- 
operate, and help one another to accomplish the respective ends of 
their organization. That the Church snould train up and educate 
a class of intelligent, religious and patriotic citizens for the State, 
and that the State should protect support and encourage her in 
the work. 

As magistrates are Christ's ministers, and the Charch is his 
bride, will he permit his subordinates to neglect his bride ? To 
her he says, Isa. 60: 12, *'The nation and kingdom that will not 
serve thee shall perish." Kinsrs shall be thy nursing fathers and 
queens thy nursing mothers. ^Vill the Captain of Salvation per- 
mit the army which has followed his banner and the scarred and 
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war-worn veterans wbo have fought his battles and secured the 
establishment of his authority^ to be left to the cold charities of an 
inhospitable world ? Nay. Who are these and whence come they, 
these in the White robes, with the crowns on their browsand the palms 
in their hands? The heroic witnesses and martyrs of the Lamb. 

3. The third condition pn which the restoration of rebelling 
nations rests is: That they shall swear allegiance to Christ their 
king* John 5 : 22, " The Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment to the Son, that all should honor the Son even 
as th^ honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father which has sent him/' This comprehends an ac- 
knowledgment of his supremacy, submission to his law^ choosing 
for rulers those who are his friends, and administering goverumeut 
for his glory Nations as well as individuals can have fellowship 
with Qw only through Christ He is the Father's vicegerent, and 
whatever of honor or insult is oflfered to him is offered to God, 
^' He that despiseth me despiseth him that sent me." This element 
will give to republics greater unity and strength than absolutism 
ever eiyoyed. 

IL The consequences of refusal or acceptance. 

1. Those who refuse shall perish, either from natural causes 
growing out of their refusal, or from ^God's judgments. The 
nation that oppresses its subjects, alienates them from their allegi- 
ance, and drives them into revolution ; the State that insults the 
Church and despises religion, demoralizes its citizens and prepares 
them for murder, arson, insurrection and treason. Remove the 
Rock of Ages from the foundation of a nation and you leave but 
the baseless fabric of a dream. The foundation of all order rests 
in Gpd ; and though but as the speck upon an apple, the withered 
twig on the tree, or the hectic on the human cheek, the disease 
may but faintly reveal itself, the results will show, that to be with- 
out God is to be without hope in the world. 

But the ruin which the natural consequences but slowly devel- 
op, will be hastened by the just judgment of heaven. God has 
declared that he will pour out his fury upop the heathen ^nations) 
that know lim not. That he will turn the wicked into nell and 
all the nations that forget God. "Shall I not visit for these, shall 
not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this V* 
. Is there a God that judgeth? Ask Thebes with her hundred 
gates, Baalbeck with h$r temples exceeding all our ideas of human 
power in their erection. Ask Syria with her hundred cities, each 
mighty as an empire. Ask Nineveh under hej; mountains of sand, 
and Babylon sunk, in the mire of her river. Ask Egypt, whose 
Pharaoh once asked. Who is the Lord, that I should obey him ? and 
Jet the T€|<|,ui^m chanted by the waves of the Red Se^ over him 
and his army answer*. . Ask Napoleon .the Firsty who on starting 
to Russia declared that he could " dispose as well as propose" — 
then ga,ze on that haggard handful who returned with him from 
that fatal 0ampai&:n, and listen to his sad confession in bis exile, 
*' Caesar, Itauuibtl and I ha(ve poured out the ^lood of armies, and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



G-od'i Amnesty to Nath>n9 and its Csnditions. 293 

founded empires, and where are th^y now?" Jesos Christ has 
founded an empire, nptin. the blood of armies, but with his own 
blood, and to-day there are millious who would die for him. 

2. T^he nation which accepts these terms shall never be destroyed 
nor pass to another people, but shall be established forever, shall 
become universal and fill the earth, and enjoy prosperity and peace 
while sun and moon endure. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

W0 have the most glorious and hopeful nation in the world, 
fifty yeara in advance of aoy nation on earth in preparation for the 
blessed millennium. Still there are dark iipots on our sun. The 
debris of slavery, the remains of the old spirit of oppression still 
rests heavy on the hearts of millions, and sits in high places, 

But our great evil is, that we hkve no God, no national relation- 
ship to the court of Heaven. Where is our treaty of peace with 
Qtod ? Where is our act of National acknowledgment of allegi- 
ance to Christ? Have we bound ourselves to serve Jehovah? 
Have we* as a nation kissed the Son? Are there not signs of anger 
still ? The storm of war has but jost passed away, the deadly foud 
is not yet healed. The quiver of the Almighty is not yet exhaust- 
ed of arrows. The red horse of war has pawed up our valleys, but 
there follow fast in his train the blaqk. horse of famine and the 
pale horse of pestilence, and the voice of God sounding out in the 
interval of hi^ judgment is sayings "Turn ye, turn yCy why will ye 
die ?" '' Kiss the Son, lest he be angry and ye perish. Blessed are 
all they that put their trust in him.'* 



THE TITHE ST8TEM. 

Thi; following report was presQoted to the U. P. Assembly at its late ses- 
sioiis. The neeessity for ligiit on this subject is our reason for giving it go 
much of oar space. It is a hopeful sign that the plan of giving systematically 
is coming into favor. Let it be generally adopted, and the church will not 
have to complain of unpaid laborers and empty treasuries. T. S. 

To the General Assembly of the IlAited Presbyterian Church, 
to meet in AU^heny City on the 31st of May, 1866. The under- 
signed appointed at the last meeting of the Assembly to ^' inves- 
tigate the Tithe System^ and report to the next Assembly,*' re- 
spectfully begs leave to present said report : 

Supposing the design of the investigation to be merely to col- 
lect and present such tacts and arguments as may have a bearing 
upon the question of the existing obligation of the tithe law, 5 have 
thought it proper to confine the incjuiry within the limits necessary 
to furnish answers to the three following questions, viz.: 

1st. Had the tithe law, as a divine institution, any existence out- 
side and independent of the Mosaic law ? ' , ' 

2d, If it bad, was it intended to be of universal obligation ? 

3d. Was it intended to be of peyp^twal obligation ? 
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When ^e go back to first principlea, it is v^y evident that God 
has as good a ri^ht, and for the sacae reasons, to exact a definite 
portion of the fruit of our labor, as he Uad to require 'the dieyotion 
to his service of a definite portion of oox time; and the only ques- 
tion on that point about which we are at present <K)nGerned is, 
whether God has chosen to exercise that right. 

Nor need we trouble ourselves aboujb questions arising out of the 
peculiar structure of the Mosaic tithe law, for no one claims (so far 
a;s we know) that we are under any obligation to that law. 

Neither are we obliged to consider the action or inaction of the 
church upon the subject of inquiry ; for as the church has no 
legislative authority, but is a mere executive corporation estab- 
lished for the purpose of teaching and enforcing " all things what- 
soever he has commanded," it follows that where God has revealed 
a law for our government, the church has no right to change or 
modify or in any way alter, much less to annul or suepend it, but 
must to the extent of her ability teach and enforce it; and as her 
officers are fallible men, her action or her inaction furnishes no 
rule for the government of our faith or practice. 4.nd to the 
church and to every true Christian there can be but two questions 
with reference to any proposed line of conduct, viz.: Has God 
revealed* a law upon the subject, and what is the character of that 
law ? And satisfactory answers being obtained to these questioiw, 
there remains for us nothing but cheerftil and implicit obedience. 

Has God then tevealed a tithe law of universal and perpetual 
obligation? 

It is not necessary, in order to prove the enactment of sach a 
law, that we should be able to give the very words in which it was 
revealed, or fix the precise date at which the revelation was made, 
or give the name of the person to whom.it was originally giv.en. 
On the contrary, if we can show an administrator of the law, in the 
act of exercising the authority with which it invested him, and if 
we can present a distinguished subject of the law in the very act 
of yielding obedience to its requirements, and jt we can produce 
unimpeachable evidence of the divine approbation of their conduct, 
nothing more can be necessary to prove the divine origin of the 
law under which they acted. Assuming this rule of evidence to 
be correct, we propose to show that God did reveal a law requiring 
man to devote to God's service one-tenth of the increase of his pro- 
pertv, and that this law was outside, and altogether independent 
of the Mosaic law. In the 18th, 19th end 20th verses of the 14th 
chapter of Genesis, we have proof of the truth of this proposition. 
For although upon a cursory reading of the passage, the payment 
of tithes by Abraham might 8eem< to be a mere voluntary act^ 
Springing from the impulse of a generous and grateful heart, yet 
if you will take the commentiary of the Holy Spirit upon the whole 
transaction as you will find it in the 7th chapter of Hebrews, the 
matter presents a different appearance altogether. " Now consider 
(says the apostle) how great this man was unto whom even the 
patriarch Abraham gave the tenth of the spoils. And verily, they 
that are of the sons of Levi, Who receive the office of the priest* 
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hood, have a eommanclment to t^^ke titheo of the people according 
to the law, that ii, of their brethren, though they come out of the 
loins of Abraham. But he, whose descent is not counted from 
them, received tithed from Abraham, and blessed him that had the 

Eromises. Aiid without all contradiction, the less is blessed of the 
etter. And here men that die receive tithes, but there he re- 
eeiveth them of whom it is witnessed that he liveth. And as I 
may so say, Levi also who receiveth tithes paid tithes in Abraham, 
for be was yet in the loins of his father when Melchisedec met 
him/' Now the design of Paul in this chapter is to prove the* 
soperiority of the priesthood of Melchisedec over that of Levi, and 
for the purpose of illustration, he institutes comparison between 
the authority exercised by Melchisedec as the administrator of the 
tithe law of the Patriarchal dispensation, and that of Levi as the 
administrator of the tithe law of the Mosaic dispensation ; and the 
very point upon which he insists is that Melchisedec was Levi's 
superior, because his authority as administrator of a tithe law was 
more extensive than that of Levi. Upon the supposition that there 
was no tithe law under the Patriarchal dispensation, it would fol- 
k)w that Melchisedec had no authority to tithe Abraham, for all 
rightful authority exercised by man must have a foundation in 
kpw, and in that case, according to the apostle's own showing, the 
Levitical priesthood would have been superior,, for the Levites had 
a commandment to take tithes of the people ; whereas, on this sup- 
position, Melchisedec was receiving mere alms or a voluntary 
donation from Abraham. If you will give a literal rendering to 
the 6th and 9th verses of this- chapter, there cannot be a doubt 
about the authority of Melchisedec. For in the 6th verse ^^dede- 
katoke ton Abraam'* is rendered, " he received tithes from Abra- 
ham," while the literal rendering would be, he tithed Abraham ; 
and so in the 9th verse, where ^'dia Abraam kai Levi dedekalotar 
is rendered, and ''Levi paid tithes in Abraham,*' Schleusner 
renders, '*^ LevV decimaiuru esC — and Levi was tithed in Abra- 
ham. And there is a most important difference between the two 
translations, for the first implies neither authority in Melchisedec, 
nor obligation upon Abraham, whilst the literal interpretation 
implies both the prerogative of Melchisedec and the obligation of 
Abraham and Levi. And the whole illustration stands thus: the 
priesthood of Melchisedec was superior to that of Levi in this, that 
when the Levites had a right to take tithes of the people, Mel- 
chisedec had authority to. tithe Levi himself. Here, then, is the 
divine institution of the tithe system dating back at least 423 
years before the giving of the Mosaic law. 

The next question is. Was this law intended to be of universal 
obligation? And in answer we observe, that the Bible locates 
this law in the Patriarchal dispensation, all the other laws of which 
ao far as we know them were universally binding, and in this res- 
pect it would seem to occupy the same position as the laws for the 
capital punishment of murder, of sacrifices, of the Sabbath, or any 
other law or laws promulgated during that dispensation. At least 
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we can conceivQ ot no reason why the tithe law in this respeot 
should be regarded as an exception. And this view is corrolwra* 
ted strongly by the fact, that profane history tebtififes that tbe 
Scandinavians in the north of Europe, the Giauls of middle aad 
western Europe, the Romans in the south of Europe, the Greeks 
of eastern Europe and the Isles of the Mediterranean, the Cartha* 
ginians and Egyptians of northern Africa, and the. different xmn 
nations of Asia so far as thejr were known to the Greeks and Ro* 
mans, all recognized the obligation of this law. Thus Herodotus 
says that the Athenians gave the tenth of their spoils to the gods. 
Diodorus Si<)ulu8 says that all the Greeks did the same. Appia* 
nus says that the Romans dedicated the tenth of their spoils to the 
gods, and hence the name of Jupiter Prssdator. Julius 0»sar in 
the 5th book of his Commentaries, says that the Gauls gave the 
tenth of their spoils to Mars. Arrian says (speaking as if the cus- 
tom was universal,) let us begin with the gods and give them the 
tenth of our spoils of hunting, as we give them tiie tenth of the 
spoils of war. Xenophon, in his 5th book of the Expedition of Cy- 
rus, tells us of a column near the temple of Diana, upon which he 
saw an inscription warning her worshipers to give a tenth of their 
acquisitions to that goddess, and similar testimonies are found ia 
Plutareh, Pbavorinus, Hesychius, Pomponius, Suidas, Yarro, Stra- 
bo, Aristotle, and Plotinus. Now how are we to aceount for the 
universality of this practice ? Here are nations oxjcupying every 
step in the scale from the lowest barbarism to the highest and 
most refined grade of heathen civilization. -Differing in their im- 
mediate origin, in their language, in their manners and customs,, 
in their civil and religious laws, worshiping diffiarent gods, and 
worshiping those gods by different fprms, differing in almost 
everything else, but agreeing (so far as we know) without an ex- 
ception in this, that they are under a sacred obligation to devote . 
one-tenth of their acquisitions to' the gods. .Men might perhaps, 
by the exercise of their reasoning faculties, and without a speciid 
revelation, discover the truth, that we are under obligation to de- 
vote a portion of our increase to the service of God. But it seems 
to be absolutely impossible to account for the universal uniformity 
in the proportion of what they gave upon any other hypothesis 
than that of a revelation from God. Aud this revelation must 
have been given before the dispersion of the human family at Ba- 
bel.; and then as they went to the different parts of the earth to 
which they were driven by Providence, they carried this and other 
laws of God with them and transmitted th6m in more or less ol 
their integrity from generation to generation. Paul teaches us 
that the Gentiles hela truth in unrighteousness, and profane his- 
tory gives ample evidence that although they did not choose to re- 
tain God in their knowledge, and changed the glory of the incor* 
ruptible Go'd into an image made like to corruptible man, to birds^ 
to four-footed beasts and creeping things, that yet they still re- 
tained some of the forms of godliness, although diverted in their 
use from their oi^ginal design. 
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lu the If^t place, was this likw intended to be of perpetual obli* 
gation ? If this law be a law of God, as it undoubtedly is, then it 
could never ©ease to be obligatory until He who gave it had re* 
pealed it, and the ^^ onus probandi'' rests upon those who, admitting 
Its Divine origin, yet deny its present obligation. The only objec- 
tions we have ever seen to the continued obligation of tlie law are 
two: one in^jtbe shape of an inference from the repeal of the judi- 
cial and ecclesiastical Jaws of Moses, and the other founded upon 
the alleged silence of the New Testament upon the subject 

The first of these objections is raised upon the assumption that 
the tithe law has no exiBtence outside of the Mosaic law. For if it 
be true that this law was given during the patriarchal dispensation 
for the government of the entire family of man^ and was in opera- 
tion during at least 423 years before the Mosaic law was given, 
how could the repeal of the latter affect the continued obligation 
of the former, or how could the repeal of a code given for the gov- 
ernment of the Jews alone, destroy the obligation of laws given for 
the government of all mankipd ? In the tithe law of the Jewish 
people there may have been provisions which were not in the orig- 
inal law. There were perhaps changes in the mode of administra- 
tion, there may have been additions made to cause it to harmonize 
in its operations with the other laws with" which it was connected, 
and all these changes and additions were doubtless annulled; but 
the only effect of the abrogation of the Mosaic code would be to 
throw the Jew back under the tithe law in its original form, 
stripped of all its Mosaic peculiarities. In short, there is every 
reason to believe that the fall of the Mosaic institutions had no 
more effect upon the tithe law, than it had upon the law of the 
Sabbath, the law of capital punishment, or any other patriarchal 
law adopted into that code. 

As to the second objection based upon th^ alleged silence of 
the New Testament upon the subject, we reply that it is not ne* 
cessary to the continued obligation of the laws of God that the 
prophets and apostles should be constantly proclaiming these laws 
by catalogue, announcing that they are still in force because they 
are unrepealed. God's laws remain in force until he gives us no- • 
tice that they are repealed ; so that if it be true that the New Tes- 
tament is silent upon the subject, that very silencef proclaims the 
continued obligation of the law. But further, is the New Testa- 
ment silent upon the subject? What does the apostle mean by 
the direction in the 2d verse of the 16th chapter of 1st Cor., '' Let 
every one of you lay by him in store as the Lord hath prospered 
him? He evidently directs the Corinthians to devote to the service 
of God all their increase, or some proportion of it. No one will 
say that they were required to give all ; but if not, how \yere they 
to ascertain- the proportion which was required ? They could not 
learn this from the language of the direction itself, and is it not 
plain therefore t^^ at the apostle supposed them to be acquainted 
with a law that fixed that proportion? And let it be borne in 
mind that the members of that church were Jews and .Greeks, and 
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that Diodorus Siculus says that all the Greeks were accusfomedTto 
devate a tithe of their prosperity to religious purposes, so that here 
were two classes of tnen educated under the tithe system, prepared 
by that education to understand exactly what the apostle meant, 
and therefore needing no further direction than he gave them. 

Further. In the 7th chapter of Hebrews, Paul as we have seen 
asserts the superiority of the priesthood of Melchisedec in this very 

yoaatter of tithes, and then immediately introduces our Saviour's 
priesthood as organized on the plan of that of Melchisedec. Does 
It not therefore follow, that Christ bein^ a Priest after tht order of 
Melchisedec, the same prerogative of tithing those who were sub- 
ject to his ministry is attached to his Priesthood? And if so, then, 
has he any prerogative as Priest that he does not exercise? And 

.if he exercises his prerogative, then is not the tithe law in full 
force? 
All which is respectfully submitted. J. G. FultoiT. 



SACRED ALLECaRT CftNSlDERED AS A HEAKS OF 
CONTETING TRUTH. 

The Lord Jesus, in his teachings, made himself graciously at 
home with the people. An impostor, or one occupied merely in 
amusing them, and reaping a Selfish return from their gaping curi- 
osity, might (and would) have found a readier way, by the artificial 
threading together of some foreign phantasy of fairy fiction, some 
dreanjy ** entefrtainment," serving only the indolent indulgence of 
an '^Arabian night.*' But the truths which He sought to see plant- 
ed deep in healthy soil, or becoming to the soul like household 
words, had noticed for foreign travel for illustration. From the 
begin ning/ame&'ar% marked the discourses of the "great Teacher," 
and whatever he had to enfdrce, he found the materials at hand. 
Was it a Judean audience th^t followed him ? He need hot cross 
the Jordan for a single figure. The mountains were "around 
about Jerusalem ;'* the vines <covered the slopes of the hills, and 
the rain was filling the pools of the valley to help the pilgrim on. 
Did the peojple^flock round to wonder at his gracious words as he 
taught in the courts of the temple? And were riot the sheep here 
gathering for sacrifice ? Did not the mighty stones of the temple 
silently await his prophecy that not one should be left standing on 
another? Or from the porch could be discerned the bleating flock 
folded safe and separate, the porter standing at the wicket gate, 
opening only to the owner, and then as the closing evening wanes, 
the shepherd's well knoWn call gathering the wanderers in. But 
what are those still left standing in the open pasture, distinguish- 
able even from hence by their dark color. These ;are the goats^ 
by whom, although often heard, the shepherd's voice is all un- 
heeded. With what homely power, and awfully sweet reality, 
does the Saviour write beneath the picture, the unchanging truth. 
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** I knoW my isheep, and am known of mine ; my sheep hear my 
voice and they follow ma.*'. . But, Oh ! how marked the separation ; 
how real the prophecy, "Before him shall be gathered all nations, 
and he shall separate them one from the other, as a shepherd divid- . 
eth the sheep from the ^oals/' 

Now, reader, let us join the little company, and let us^et out 
from Jerusalem, and descend the long, rugged, barren, dreary 
road to Jericho. Kuowi^ to be infested by wildest robbers, ne- 
cessity alone leads the traveler &long, and urges thediligent pursuit 
of his journey. His felling among thieves was no romantic tale. 
The priest and the Levite passing by on foot there quickly rode by 
through the same pass, a Samaritan, who, reining his ass, dela;^ed 
his urgent journey, and, then sharing his flask of wine to restore 
the ebbing strength of his neighbor, poured from his cruse of oil 
into the gaping wounds to cleanse, allay and cool; and so lifting 
the poor traveler up on his own beast, walked carefully by his side 
to the ndxt caravansera. There he lelt his patient, only to return 
to jvatch and pray for his complete cure.. What a homely, truth- 
ful method this to enforce the crowning rule — tp sound the kev- 
note of all social weal — "Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself!" 

Of the beautiful lesson of the " sower and the seed," J. B. <iibb 
thus vividly ilescribes the accessories: *'A slight recess in the hill 
pide, close upon the plain, discloses dt once in detail every featt^re 
pf the grew .parable. There was the undulating corn-field, descend- 
ing to the water's edge; there was the trodden pathway running 
through tbe midst, withoirt fence or hedge to prevent the seed 
falling here andihere on either side or upon the path itself hard 
with the constant tread of ass and mule and human foot. There 
was the *good* rich soil which distinguishes the whole of that 
plain from the bare hills elsewhere descending into the lake, and 
which, where there is no interruption^ produces one vast mass Pf 
corn. There was also the rocky ground of the hill side^ protrud- 
ing here and there up through. the corn fields, or the grassy slopes ; 
and there was alfto' the large bushes of the thorn (the nabk) spring- 
* ing' up like the fruit trees pf the more inland parts, in the very 
midst of the waving wheat." Familiar, therefore, as household 
words, must these allegories of the great Teacher have been, con- 
necting as they did the daily husbandry of the t)lain of Genessareth 
and the fields of Samaria. Here would be seep, while he was yet 
speaking, the reapers diligently gathering fVom out the ripe corn 
the tall green "tares," hardly distinguishable from the true grain, 
which, first binding in bundles for the fire, they would at once 
thrust in the sickle to gather the wheat into the garner. 

One of the most general and pleasing features of the ''lIolyLand" 
is the profusion of gay flowers everywhere to be seen, and when 
our Lord would teach humility and dependence on their heavenly 
Father, he bad but to point to the ground on which they trod to 
"consider the lilies;" the rich red and golden hues well compar- 
ing with the gorgeous robes of the great ones of the earth. "Yet 
(although these toil not, neither spin,) Solomon ip all bis glory 

• . V 
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was not arpajed Hke one of these." Then raising his hand to 
point out the immense flocks of birds skioKniqg the waters of the 
take, or alighting npon the ground to pick" up their abundant food, 
. he exclaims, ^' Behold the fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither 
gather into barns, yet your heavenly Father feedeth them; Are 
not ^i?e sparrows sold for two ferthings, and not one of them is 
forgotten before God/' ' 

The southern parts of Palestine were from their earliest occu- 
pation the chief localities where the vine, the fig tree and olive 
were cultivated. Solomon in his song bad celebrated their fruit- 
fulness, Isaiah sang sweetly of their luxuriant growth, and it is 
remarkable that the Saviour reproduces very cloBely this Old Testa- 
ment allegory. Mount Olivet was also remarkable for its fruitful 
fig trees. Once as Jesus returned from Bethany to Jerusalem, he 
came to a fig tree which was more forward apparently than any of 
the at^aeent ones, for although only the beginning of April, it was 
covered with leaves. But, behold, the promise was a false one ; 
there was no fruit It stood like a hypocrite by the way, and Jesus, 
the lover of truth, condemned it as a cutnberer of the ground. ' 
Quickly it withered. The disciples marveled at the speedy effects 
df the curse J then their Master took hold of the occasion to de- 
clare the power of true faith to work, assuring them that by the 
authority of God> not only the baseless hypocrite should wither, 
but the very '.'mountain" out of which he sprung and flourished, 
should be removed and oast into the distant sea. 

In the last great day of the feast, on which day the water for the 
temple service was brought from the pools of Siloam, which had . 
been themselves filled by the perennial spring in the midst of the 
rock upon which the temple was built, Jesus cried, "If any man 
thirst, let him come unto me and drink.'* Then, as the evening 
shadows lengthened, and the gloom of the city deepened, and the 
great candlestick was lighted up, and shone like a beacon upon 
the approaching worshipers. Then spake the "man of sorrows'* 
unto them, saying, "I am the lieht of the world, 4ie that followeth 
me shall not wafi: in darkness, but shall have the light of life." 

To perceive the true force of the parable of the houses built 
upon the sand and the rock, ^we -must travel northward, perhaps 
as far as the brook Kishon, rushing down into the Mediterranean, 
Qr take our stand beside the channels of the streams into the 8ea 
of Tiberias. These, although dried up to mere rills during the 
greater part of the year, were in the wet seasons often suddenly 
and violently flooded by the mountain rains ! And then,, woe be 
to the slight house built upon the deceptive, dry and sandy channel; 
nothing could prevent its becoming a wreck, while those (scarc^ely 
stronger than huts) erected upon the rocky ground above, woula 
stand firm. What a clear medium does, this parable afford for 
convincingly teaching the truth, that a mere show of obedience to, 
or an open disregard of the known will of Gkki, are equally the 
precursors of certain, albeit delayed ruin. C. S. D. 

Otofiam, a W,, May 11, ie««. 
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ABE THE 8CRIPTDBS8 THE SUPREME LAW OP TIE LANS? 

Tab Associate Synod, in an act relative to the amendment of 
tlie Constitution oiF the United States, saya : " We cannot san-ction 
the third proposed amendment, making the Scriptures the mpreme 
law oilhQ land.*' S^e minutes of Synpd for 1865, pp.- 61. 

Again, the Synod says it "discao'ds the idea that, there is no 
higher power than 'we the people/ " So the Synod cannot admit 
either the, Scriptures or " we the people'* to tje the supreme law or 
power of the land. Again, the Synod says, " Cjvil government 
has not for its direct or immediate object the dissemination and^ 
enforcement of supernatural doctrine.** 

Again, " no doctrine purely of supernatural revelation should l>e 
en^bodied in the Constitutiop.** Then, civil government has np 
right to disseminate or enforce the ten commandments, becaudie 
they are supernatural doctrine, and are purely of supernatural ^ 
revelation — has no right to incorporate any of the doctrines or 

{)rinciples of the decalogue in the Constitution — has no right to 
egislate against atheism, idolatry, profanity, S^abbath desecration,' 
insubordination, murder, aduftery, thett, perjury,, pr covetou^ness. 
But al\ the Scriptures are just as purely of diviqe revelation as th^ 
ten commandments. No part of them "came by the will of maa, 
but holy men of old spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit;** 
therefore, none of their teachings, or doctrines, relative to any mat- 
ter ought to be incorporated in the Constitution ! Whence, then, 
is civilgovernment to obtain the doctrines and principles which it 
is, in conscience, bound to disseminate and enforce ? since it can- 
not touch the Scriptures, they all being "purely of supernatural, 
revelation.*' The Synod answered, "Its (the civil government's) 
province lies within the compass of natural principles,** That is, 
it is all outside 6i the compass of the Scriptures. 

Now, it is not true that the province of the State is confi!ned to 
the dissemination and enforcement of natural principles* If the 
law of nature, as cqntrardistinguished fronji the law of revelation, is 
a part of the rule to direct, men in their moral conduct, then the 
Scriptures are not the only rule of faith and obedience. Then, 
how will we make out the conimaqdment to be. exceeding broad, 
if it does not direct any of the moral conduct of men in civil soci- 
ety? 

Bh ^ ' " ' though the law of nature and the law of 

reveli de, yet the revealed, lavsr is infinitely more . 

authe 'al law, because ^e have no means of as- 

certai of nature Ls, but. fr^il human reason ; but 

the r( w of nature itself. . 

Th e. duties of the. State are, found in the naf- 

tural d in the Bible, and nowhere else, for, ac- 

cordi t)eae perfectly Qpineide with those of the 

natui lifference is that the fornier is authentic, 

the 1 .if the natural and revealed laws perfectly 
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coincide, there is nothing in the one but What is in the other. 
Tbfen, if the revdated law is authentic, and tbe natural k^ is not, 
the former, and not the latter, is the authoritative rule of civil con- 
duct. The one havjng the sanction and seal of the Divine Law- 
giver, the other comes to us commended by Plato, or some other 
writer on ethics. But the Bynod would have the State to be ruled 
by natural principles that come to us through some other channel 
than that of the Scriptures. Or, in other words, the Synod would 
have the State ruled by some kind of Apocrypha. 

The reason why a duty should' be obeyed, or why it should bind, 
the conscience, is not because it is enjoined by Apocrypha, 
Plato or Wayland, but because God has revealed it in the Scrip*- 
tures. Aprocrypha, philosophy and moral science may teach 
many truths, but they may also teach many Errors ; therefore, &od 
does not speak to civil government in any of these, but he lays . 
down all its duties in the Scripftures. 

Natural principles drawn from any other source than that of the 
Biblcy are not reliable, because not authentic; they ate only what 
frail human reason supposes to be the principles of the natural 
law. Principles thus attained do "not come to us with the stamp 
of divine authority, therefore th^y cannot bind'the conscience ; but 
the Scriptures bind the conscience in civil matters, *' therefore ye 
must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also fbr conscience 
stfke/' 

When the Synod says that the Scriptures are hot the supreme 
law ot the land, she virtually makes them to be no law of the land, 
for the divine law is certainly not subordinate to the natural prin- 
ciples set forth by Plato, Seneca, or Thomas Dick.' 

The Synod, however, cannot well deny but what God speaks to 
civil society in the Scriptures, ahd she will hardly deny that when 
•he speaks, he speaks authoritatively. Neither will she venture to 
say that he speaks authoritatively by writers on ethics, for t^is 
would make [their writings a rule of civil conduct, or obedience — 
this would make their writings equal to the Scriptures. Then, if 
neither the Sdriptures nor writings on moral science are an au- 
thoritative rule to civil society, it has no authoritative rule of moral 
conduct, and it becomes supreme itself, and is amen&ble to none. 

Now we assert that if the Scriptures speak to civil society at all, 
they are the law— the supreme law of the land. No law can be 
higher. They are absolutely perfect — are exceeding broad — are 
iBtU-suffident — are perfectly authentic, and of exclusive authority 
in all matters of duty, both in Church and State. The Scriptures 
speak to kings and judges — command them to be wise, to be in* 
structed, to serve the Lord with fear, to rejoice With trembling, 
and to. kiss the Son (Ps. 2 : 10-12). And kings and judges are to 
become wise, and be instructed, not by reading ethics or moral 
science, but by reading the Scriptures — " and he (the king) sha,ll 
read therein all the days of hid life, that he may learn to fear the 
Lord his God, to keep all the words of this law and thesesixiiutes to do 
tAem** (Deut. 17 : 19). In serving the Lord with fear, kings and judges 
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can take do othfer rule to direct them than enpernatural revelatioik 
In rejoicing with trembling, they must take hold of Christ as he 
is reveale(i in the gospel; in kissing the Son, kings and judgei 
xnuat take hold of God's covenant of grace, because whatsoever 
duties are incumbent upon them from the law of God, they are 
lx)und to come under a solemn obligation to perform. ^ 

If God had not given us the revealed law, we would have had 
no infallible, authentic or authoritative law ; we would have had no 
sure word of promise. We could have had no laws at all, except 
those framed by the wisdom of man, in his fallen and depraved 
condition. Fallen man, with all his darkness^ ruin and misery, 
. has some imperfect knowledge of that law'which was written upoil 
his heart in the estate in which he was created. .And if destitute 
of. divine revelation, this is the only standard of morality to direct 
him in legislation, . or the only means of knowing what is dutv; 
but when God gives the revealed law, it supersedes all other rules 
of moral conduct ; consequently no other law can be authoritative as 
a rule of moral conduct — no other law can bind the enlightened 
conscience. ^ 

- After a law is superseded, a determined adherence to it is rebel- 
lion, because it involves a rejection of the law by which it is super- 
seded. When God gave the covenant of grace to fallen man, tl>e 
revealed law, as connected with this covenant, -supersedes the law 
as connected with the covenant of Works, or the law i^Vitten on the 
heart of fallen man ; so that obedience to the law as connected with 
the covenant of works is rebellion against God. The believer has 
becpme dead to this law of works; if he were under this 4aw, he 
would be under the curse (Gal. 8 : 10). It is this same law that 
worketh wrath (Rom. 4:15). 
• Kow if the natural principles referred to by the Synod stand 
reljated to any covenant, it is the covenant of works. It is mani* 
.fest that the Synod would- have men in the ChurcJi to serve 
God under the covenant of grace and in the State' under the 
covenant of works. In. the one case God is to be seuved 
according to the law of faith, and in the other according to the 
law of works (Rom. 8 : 27). Is not this legalism ? Those th&t lie 
"within the compass of natural principles,*' and are not allowed to 
embody any of the doctrines of supernatural religion in their Con^ 
stitution, of course will have nothing to do with the new covenant^ 
or its Mediator, and those that are in Adam, in the State, cannot 
be in Christ, in the Church. Jobn M'Aulby. - 

RiMSEBBUBO, July 23, 1866. 



STRIA IlSSlbX. 

*^ Latakiyih, July 12, 1866. 

My Dbar BReTHBR— Tour letter was received, and an absence 
from the town among the Fellahin outside, has prevented me 
from answering it till now. We have all been well since I last 
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wrote yon, and in the interim oHe bas beeti added to the missioii. 
Mrs. Metheny gave birth to a little daughter on Sabbath the 7th 
iDBt. Mother and child are both prospering- , Thingf; in the mi»^ 
•ion remain pretty much as they were when I laat wrote. Through 
the interference of the bishop, the people for the time being have 
taken their children out of our schools, and well nigh broken them 
up. Tbe attendance, however, on the Sabbath, continues — but 
not so encouraging as it was in winter. Considering the eflforis 
tijat have been put forth against us of late, it is a great deal to eky'y 
that we are living in Latakiy^h at all. The schools in the moun- 
tains are progressing at their usual pace. They meet with no par^ 
UdUar opposition, and therefore continue to make some small 
headway. . 

We are begnning to feel the agitation of Europe, like the shak- 
ing of an earthquake — the people are beginning to feel the shock. 
If tire war sbouldi become general, as it now seems to threaten, " 
ftnd Turkey become involved^ the diff'erent raceB and people of this 
tottering empire will spring tq. arras at once, and embrace the 
earliest opportunity of throwing oflE* the Ottoman yoke. They are 
every wherCv preparing. When I was in the mountains, I found a 
gunsmith. at Bhamra repairing the arms of \the Fellahins, who 
were resorting to bina from all quarters of the Arisyriyeh district. 
The state of aflairs in Europe is affecting business relations also. 
Trade of all kinds is completely stagnant — failures commence and 
general . bankruptcy apparently inevitable and strange to say, the 
feeling prevails universally among Moslems, Eellahin, Christiana 
and all others, that a change is at hand that will affect the aspect 
of affairs generally, not only in the Turkish empire, but throughout 
all Europe, But the steamer is at hand and I must close. Mrs. 
B* unites in love to Mrs. Wylie and all the fiamily. 

Ever yours, most attectionately and fraternally, 

, J. Bbattib. 



' 9EBTIN6S OF ECCLESIASTICAL BODIES. 

' The 0. S. General Assembly met this year in St Louis. There 
was a large number of members in attendance. Questions arising 
out of the position of the Southern churches occupi^ the most of 
the time of the Assembly* The action in regard to the Louisville 
Presbytery shows the position of the great majority of the church 
on the questions of slavery and loyalty. That court had, since the 
J)receding Assembly, published a "Declaration and Testimony," 
in which its action in relation to the mode of dealing with those 
who had taken side with the rebels is characterized as erroneous 
aijd sinful, and the purpose of its authors to treat the whole as a 
nullity is boldly avowed. The disposition of this occupied a large 
portion of the time of tl^ Assembly. There was earnest diseus- 
Mon and a gopd deal of excited feeling. The Assembly, however, 
by a large vote, maintained its authority by •'condemning the De- 
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cjAratioii ^nd Testimony as a slander against the churchy schis- 
matioal m its ebaraoter and aims," and ^' summoned the members 
who voted for the paper to appear before the next General Ash 
sambly." 

We are glad to see the Presbyterian Church maintaining its ground 
aasumed on the question of slavery by the preceding Assembly. 
One step further she must take before she will stand clear before 
God and man of this great sin — rescind the action of 1845, and 
c<Hifess U> God and before the world her guilt in this matter. All 
attempts to explaiii away the meauine of that outrageous action, 
and reconcile it with the action of 1818 on the same subject, are 
in vain, and worse. Sooh management to keep up a show of coa- 
i^stency exposes religion to the sneers of its enemies. 

Tm U. P. GxNBRAL AssBMBLY.-^We enjoycd the pleasure of 
being present oeoasionally during the session of this body in AUe-^ 
gheny. A large amount of business was transacted, and with a 
good degree of harmony. From the exciting questions that con- 
sumed so much of the time of the 0. S. Assembly, this body was 
entirely free, a happjr result of o<?cupying the right position in 
regard to slavery, a aisturbing element m both church and state. 

A good dead of time wa^ spent on the subject of a '^Ifew Ver- 
s^ion of the Psalms." Twenty-five out of the versions that wer% 
wnt down in overture were adopted. The others are oontij^Ujsd in 
overture till the next meeting of the Assembly. 

A judicial ease in reference to Rev. W. C. M*Cun« was before 
tbe Asseml4y. It appears that Mr. M'O. had published a bookt ia 
which he argued for open communion. It was brought to the 
notice of the Assembly by several presbyteries. The act of assail- 
ing the principles of the church while remaining in her com^ 
munion, wa^ condemned in the abstract, and Mr. M'O. was remitted 
to his presbyteiy, to be dealt with according to the law of the 
dmrch. 

The missions of the U, P. Church, both Foreign and Domestic, 
aire in a. very eocouraging condition. We rejoice in the zeid and 
diligence of this church in laboring to raise the freedmen from the 
deims of degradation into which slavery had plunged them.. The 
sum of 145,000, it is estimated, will be needed for the work the 
prceent year^ This added to S8a,857 makes a totai 4128,857 i^ 
<|ilir^ to cariT on the missionarv work already on hand. 

We were disappointed that there wan no expression by the As*» 
sembly of the duty of the American nation to own tiie authority 
of Christ. The address of our delegate, Rev. J. Stott, in which 
thM subject was eloquently and forcibly presented, was heard with 
evident Attention and interest It is manifest that while there are 
laany in> that body who believe the doctrine of Christ's Head- 
ship over the nations, there is the want of a conviction that it is a 
present wd practical tri^th. 

Tea GsNBBAik Syisiqj) of our New Light friends held its sessions 
in Xenia, Ohio. They toem to have had an exciting time pf it. 
With them the.distUrfHng question was psalmody — ^not in regard 
20 
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to a new version of the PBalms — but whether or not the Book of 
Psalms shonld be exclusively used in social woiship. The action 
of Synod has failed to pour* oil on the waters, for we see in the 
Banner of the Conenant the negative of the above question zeal* 
ously maintained. 

Those in that body who are tryins: to be faithful are now reap- 
ing the harvest for which they sowed more than thirty years ago. 
It was their stronghold then in justifying their detiection that 
men may change in the application of the principles of their stand- 
ards, and still be true to their profession. In defending their 
course of incorporating with the ffovemtnent, they applied this 
rule. Now it is applied by the advocates of a human psalmody 
among themselves. They say, " We believe the standaras as we 
interpret them. In our understanding of them, they do not pro- 
hibit the use of hymns." They who sow the wind shall reap the 
whirlwind. T. S. 



WASHINfiTOH HI88I0H. 



SiNCB my last communication several things have occurred in 
which your readers would take some interest. It may not be too 
late to notice an event, which in ordinary times might be passed 
over in silence, but which now constitutes one of the marks of pro- 

gress in the right direction. On the 4th of July the Colored Sab- 
ath Schools of this city turned out in full force, marching up the 
Avenue to the Capitol grounds. Our Sabbath School, numTOrine 
310, marched up 4J street and joined the procession. A large TL 
S. flag which the colored people of our Mission had recently pur- 
chased, and which had been used to decorate ottr principal school- 
room, had to be taken down. A flagstaft'was furnished by Gen. 
Ramsey, who kindly ordered one to be made for the purpose. The 
flag was carried by our tallest scholar, Mr. John Washington. (He 
is tj feet 5 inches. He reads in the 2d Reader.) It was the first time 
that the colored people had been allowed to follow their own flag 
and march into the Capitol grounds, literally under the shadow of 
the Capitol. It was estimated that there were about 5,000 present. 
Several excellent speeches were made, and it may be imagined that 
the colored people enjoyed their newly acquired .privileges, or, in 
their own language, *' the plentifal rights and glorious liberties of 
this sublunary world," witn a keen relish. It was hoped that Rev. 
A. M. Milligan would have been present to address the meeting. 
In this we were disappointed. He, however, preached in the Capi- 
tol on the following Sabbath. His text was. Psalm 2 : 10-12. 
" Be wise now therefore, O ye kings^; be instructed ye judges of 
the earth. Serve the Lord with fear," &c. It need scarcely be added 
that his subject was our distinctive principles upon civil govern- 
ment At the close of his sermon Maj. Gen. Howard came for- 
ward, and introducing himself, said he indorsed all he had heard, 
and added that it was the first time he had heard his own views 
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on this Bubject annotinced from the palpit May we not hope that 
other earnest Christian men, taaght hj the word and providence 
of (Jod, have been led to like conclusions, and would be prepared 
to hail with joy a full declaration of Divine truth upon these great 
subjects. 

SPEECHES AND RESOLUTIONS AT A MEETING* HELD BY THE COLORED PEOPLE 

OF OUR MISSION. 

When it became known to thp colored people of our Mission that 
the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church had voted a liberal 
sum of money for a new house of worship, in addition to all that 
bad already been done, their joy and gratitude became "irrepres- 
sible." They called a meeting, elected a chairman and secretary^ 
made a number of speeches, and passed some resolutions in which 
the friends of this Mission would no doubt takb some interest. At 
the suggestion, I might say entirely, of a number of friends of our* 
work, I will endeavor to give some idea of the speeches and pro- 
ceedings of this interesting meeting. It must necessarily be brief 
and imperfect. 

The first speaker who was called to the stand was a little, bald- 
headed old man, scarcely more than live feet high, and somewhere 
between 80 and 100 years old — a diligent student in the night 
school, and a regular attendant upon Sabbath services. As this 
little old man w£^dled slowly up to the stand in front of the chair- 
man and secretary, and just as he was turning to address the lis- 
teniuff audience, the president of the meeting, leaning forward, 
said, loud enough for some of us to hear it, " NoWy Uncle Adam^ 
be like your self y and blow Uof.*' 

The whole scene was not a little amusing. But scarcely had the 
little old man (eloquent) begun to *' blow it off," till we were all 
deeply and seriously interested. " God has done great things for 
us ; He bend the bow; He place the arrow on the stnng; He 
aim at the mark ; He bring down the oppressor ; He give us free^ 
dom; to Him be all the glory and all the majesty. It wasn't 
good old John Brown ; it wasn't the great and good Lincoln ; it 
wasn't even the great army of the North that gave us our freedom. 
They were but instruments in God's hand. Let us remember them; 
honor them ; love them. But let us give de glory and de praise 
tff God who gave his Son to die for us. ^ 

*' Yon ftnpw how it was with us in slavery. If we were caught 
with a pen or a book in our hand, we might as well have been caught 
with z^ sheep on owr back. The whipping-post — the han4-cuft^— or 
some torture-HEJomething wnco??^ortoofc to us, was sure to follow. 

**My boy, 16 years old, go out in de field one morning. He 
never come back:* My eyes never see him more. Gone — ^gone — 
gone to de plantations of de South. I shall see him never till the 
dead rise. All these things are past now." 

Several short speeches were then made, in which were, passages 
of genuine eloquence and poetic feeling. Even the blunders and 
extravagancies of a very ambitious, style were pardonable, and^ad- 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



808 Wa$hin^<m ^Uimm. 

ded not a little to the interest of the meeting. — a^, whiea one 
speaker declared that he felt himself inoompetent ^^ to clothe the 
evening with suitable remarks," exhorted his brethren ^'to pot on 
beautiful emotions," and to *'walk in the paths of correctiiudey' or 
when he gave thanks for the "plentiful rights and glorious privi- 
leges of this sublunarv world, under this beautiful economy," 
(C^n't the slave appreciate his liberty ?) 

The scholars were exhorted " to love their teachers, and to have 
their names us scnps upon their iongueSj nevtr lo pass awmy,'' The 
teachers were ** like angiels of light to guide us in tbe way," 
" The ladies of Virginia ugied to make fine things for our weddings, 
but never hand them to us themselves ; dese teachers come to us 
and see that every one is comfortable." 

One speaker, alluding to a piece that bad ju8st been sung by^ik 
class of the soholarft, said, " Oh, I can't describe de joy^ de 'magnifi^ 
tei^i feeling that ran through mv veins when 1 saw these ladies hold- 
ing the lamps while dese scholars sang so beautifully from de note 
book." 

Mr. Hewit, ti man between 40 and 50, of easy and graeeful man- 
ner, commenced as follows : , 

"liovely fiiends — I have heard lovely words, gtorious wordjs to- 
night. It we practice what we have heard, and what is taught us 
by our friends, it will be a blessed thing for us and for opr children, 
yhese kind friends come from the North to teach us and to teach 
0ur children. Oh, wkat jb more beautiful than to see our yonik 
}^e flowers hegmrng to beam forth their glories. J have ofle^i wished 
to learn, and to become useful — but the door qf. privilege was shut 
against us. If it had not been for that spiritual dpor which was 
<)pened before us we should have died in despair. This was ail the 
joy we had doVM in JEaypti Do you not wonder, my beloved friends^ 
at the great change i How is it when we think of liberty ? I>o 
we not aste, is it so ? Are we indeed free I We are as mm that 
dreamy. Look at the benevolence ot our Qod in sending us these 
kind friends to teach us to read His blessed word* They want ns 
to be useful, happy and respectable." 
But the speecn of the oocasion was made, by Mr, Bake?. He 

" My friends, you all know how it was with us in srlaveiy. We 
had no privileges. Our friends have done a great deal for us^ 
They send us teachers; they give us books; give clothftig to the 
ue^Q^.; they built us this house; they havn*t asked us for any 
pay ; they propose to build us a better house. Tm »ot very prono^ 
but rm top prm/d to lei every ihina be done form^ and do n&Hmg 
for myself. X want to help to build that house, if it.be, ever ^ lit- 
tle, i think our friends ^t the J^orth will be cheered and enconr*- 
«,ge4 t^ find us willing to do for ourselves. The men among u^ 
can easily give one dollar a month each till the bouse is built ; th« 
women, 50 cents; the boj^ and girk, 25 cents. When I worked 
for (I won't say my master), the man 1 used io call my ma^y I 
worked for a good name, and I gpt it. Now 1 work for a good n^me 
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and good wages, and I hope to get bdtb. We ought to work harder 
now than when we were in slavery. When our friends are doing 
so much for us, we ought to be ashamed if we do nothing for our** 
selves." 

Acting upon Mr. Baker's suggestion^ the secretary of the meet* 
ing was directed to take the names of those who were willing to 
pledge themselves to contribute to the building of the church* 
Quite a number of names were given that evening, and several have 
been added since^ This action was taken under the impression 
that the building was to be erected befofe winter. 

A SOHOOL-HOnSB TO BB PROVIDED FOR US. 

But before the requisite funds were furnished by the church, 
and before the Board had taken action in regard to a new build- 
ing, it was ascertained that the Trustees for Colored Schools were 
prepared to relieve us of this burden. By a law of Congress the col- 
ored children are entitled to their full share of the funds raised in 
this city for school purposes. This law has till recently been 
evaded by the city authorities* Some f 82,000 for this purpose have 
been placed in the hands of the Trustees of Colored Sohoola. With 
these funds they are purchasing lots, and ereotmg sohool-housed 
where they seem to be most needed. They have agreed to btiild a 
school-house upon a lot recently purchased by them, and only a few 
s^uareil from ours, for the accommodation of all the colored eihiU 
dreit in this part of the city. The school is to continue under th^ 
charge of Board of Missions of the Reformed Presbyterian Church ; 
so that without further expenditure our Mission is to be furnished 
With ample accommodations f(H* our schools, and it is to Ve hoped 
that soon the Trustees will be able to pay the teachers also. While 
thus a good share of the burden is to be borne by others, it must 
be remembered our work will be greatly enlarged. The day school 
will be at least a half larger than formerly, and the Sabbath school 
may be expected to increase in the same proportion. The entire 
field is left to us. There is everv encouragement to cultivate it 
with the utmost care. The teachers have returned, and are en* 
gaged in their self-sacrificing labors with commendable zeal. The 
new school-house to accommodate 300 to 400 scholars, it is expected 
will be ready before winter sets in. It will answer very well fot 
Sabbath school and for public worship, for awhile ; but should it 
prove practicable to make the Mission permanent, it will be neces* 
sanr to have a house of our own. An digible lot near the Capitol^ 
and yet convenient to our people, can be had on reasonable terms. 
It is hoped that this will be secured, and that in the course of 
another season, should the prospects of the Mission justify it, a 
church buildifag may be erected. The colored people are giving 
money monthly for this end. They do this of their own free will> 
and in the full faith that the work will go on. Should the Church 
Ml to build, what shall be done with the money placed in our 
hands by these confiding people ? 

After more than a year's experience in the field, I H^m constrained 
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to bear teitimony to the importance of the work, and the great en- 
coaragement to prosecute it vigorously. Who can foil to see the 
hand of Providence in opening the way before us ? Brethren of 
the Eeformed Presbyterian Church, I assure you the Lord is open- 
ing before you a ^reat and eftectual door. Kot only are there hun- 
dreds of the freed people committed to your care, looking to you 
for instruction, but you are allowed, I might say inviiedf to plant 
your batteries under the very shadow of the Capitol. 

J. M. AlS^MOUR. 
361 4} Street, Washington, Sept, 1866. 



BITORCE. 

The following three propositions from a late work by Professor 
Hovey, of Newton Theological Seminary, presentthe scriptural view 
of the subject of divorce./ We would add to the just cause of sepa- 
ration in the third proposition, viz, "willful desertion," bad treat- 
ment by a husband, eitner by refusing the necessaries of life to the 
wife, or by physical violence which endangers her bodily safety. 
These, however, though a reason for separation, are no warrant for 
dissolving the marriage contract. 

In these times when release a vincido mairmumu is so easily ob- 
tained by a civil process, it is well to have the true view of the sub- 
ject presented. Let the church, regardless of civil acts, settle aJl 
these questions on their own merits. T. S. 

" 1. According to the word of God, there is but me proper grotrnd 
for divorce — namely^ fornication — meaning, by this term, adultery 
after marriage, and probably fornication before marriage, together 
with certain monstrous crimes of a similar nature. If, however, 
the sin before wedlock was known to the other party at the time 
of marriage, it can be no ground foi* separation. /The sin of forni- 
cation thus explained authorizes, but does not require, the innocent 
party to seek a dissolution of the marriage contract. A faithful 
husband or wife is at liberty to pardon an unfaithful companion ; 
and if there is proof of repentance, this ought, doubtless, to be 
done. 

2. Christian churches ought to recognize in their discipline no 
other cause of divorce as valid. In this matter they cannot be 

fuided by the civil law, but must cheerfully obey ana sustain the 
ivine law. And, to do this, it is necessary for them to treat those 
who have been divorced for any other causes, as ineligible to mar- 
riage. 

3. According to the word of God, separation from bed and board 
may properlv be granted to the innocent party, when the other is 
guilty of willful desertion, or perhaps of other crimes equivalent 
thereto. The parties, however, are stiil held by the nuptial tie, and 
cannot, so long as both livCj be married to others without commit- 
ting adultery." 
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IHDIAHAFOLIS IISSIOR. 

The Central Board make a special appeal to the Church in behalf 
of this Mission. Through chiefly the labors and sacrifices of time 
and money by Rev. J. Crozier, a comfortable house of worship has 
been built in a desirable portion of the city. Mr. Crozier is now 
preaching to appreciating and increasing audiences. The Board 
18 unable to give more than one-third of what would be a bare sup- 
port. 

As this city is the seat of government for the State of Indiana, 
its importance as a missionary station cannot easily be overesti- 
mated. During the session of the Legislature in the early part of 
1865, such was the influence of the principles of our Testimony on 
members of that body who attended Mr. Crozier's preaching, that 
a report was made by a committee in favor of so changing the State 
Constitution as to recognize the obligation of the divine law and 
the supreme authority of Christ To carry forward the reform so 
auspiciously be^an, Mr. Crozier should be sustained in preaching 
there regularly in future. 

We ask special contributions for this object. Send without de- 
lay to our Treasurer, Mr. D. Euwer, Allegheny. 

On behalf of the Board* Thos. Sproull, CVwi. 



TANITT IN DRBSS — AM EXTRACT. 

The excessive indulgence in finery of dress has grown to be an 
enormous evil, and one that is attracting considerable attention. 
If this evil was confined to the fashionable vanities of the world, 
it would be legitimate in its proper sphere, but it is tolerated, yea 
encouraged even by those professing to be the followers* of the 
meek and lowly Jesus, and flaunts unrebuked by the pulpit in the 
house of God. The evil existed as long back as the days of the 
prophet Isaiah, from the following portraiture of the daughters of 
Zion, who were given to walking " with stretched forth necks and 
wanton-eyes, wafking and mincing as they go." While the love 
of finery has been indulged in all ages, the peculiarity of our times 
is, that they can be obtained more easily than in any former age. 
A servant girl with moderate w^ages can make more show and 
parade than persons in affluent circumstances could two centuries 
ago. The question, what is the dress suited to the worship of God ? 
Dean Goodman says : "All of you be clothed in humility,'* is a 
very good general answer; this points out the general tone and 
color of the garment of praise, which befits a Christian in God's 
house ; but more particularly, study neatness and eschew finery ; 
and do tliis both for your own sakes and the sakes of others; for 
your own sakes— because what you must aim at is to forget your- 
selves and think only of God. He says : *• Frippery and finery are 
ofiTensive at all times and in all places ; the real ornament is the 
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^meek and quiet spirit;* that is of great price with God as with 
ourselves, that is an ornament whidi a Onristian may take with 
him or her out of this world and wear forevermore) that is the 
necklace of angels, and while all other ornaments are in the €^^8 
of God tinsel and worthless, the price of that is greater than fine 
gold. But frippery and finery in a church are ofie;i^ve heyond 
all possibility of measure or description ; it is to insult the God of 
the place, to scare away the angels, to shock the minds of the de* 
vout." One ^reat disadvantage of extremelv smart dress beinff 
worn at worship, is that persons so dressed will generally be afraid 
of injuring their clothes bv kneeling. Independently of all eon^ 
aideration of going to church, this overdressing is wronff; it 
involves a degree of extravagance whieh ought not to be indu%e^ 
mxd is frequently supported at the expense of more pious purposes. 
It involves, too, the thoroughly wrong principle of dressing fcwr 
dressing's sake, making dress an end not a means, putting the 
^^ lust of the eye" and the ^^ pride of life*' in the place of the decent 
covering for our nakedness. On the general queation of the kind 
of dress suitable for Christian women, coneult 1 Peter 3:B, 4« 



IIRBTB BT THB CBNTKAl BOARD OF lltll«lll IF TIB 
DBATH OF BET. I. I. WILISON. B. D. 

TnB Central Board, recognizing the hand of God in the removal 
by death of our Chairman, Kev. J. M. Willson, D, D., ^ive expression 
to the feeliuffs of the members in recording their sense of his 
worth. While we bow with resignation to the will of God, who 
doeth all things well, we realize £at by this dispensation we have 
sustained a severe loss. In the cause of missions he felt a deep 
interest, and for its advancement he labored with diligence «nd 
zeal. He was wise in counsel, quick in decision, and prompt and 
efficient in execution. A warm friend to the slave when in Dondsi 
he rejoiced in his emancipation, and was an earnest worker for his 
elevation to the position of a freeman in Christ^ His sudden re* 
moval is to us admonitory. Our Master is saying to us, ^^ Work 
while it is the day, for the night cometh in which no man caa 
work." '* Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might" With his bereaved family we affectionately aympathize, 
and commend them to the care of their covenant God, who is a 
Father to the fatherless. 

By order, of the Board. Thos* SPBOULI4, Chm. 

ALLlLQHtNY, Sept. 17, 1866. 



EBBATA. 

The following paragraph of the Report of the Committ^ on Mis- 
sions was omitted in the printed minutes, p. 200 : 

**^ In regard to the reference from the Rochester Presbytery as 
to the appointment of pastors to the missionary field, we recoto- 
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mend that the Mieaion Boards be inati-acted to confer, a8 far M 
practicable, with the Presbyteries to which such pastors may be^ 
loog." 

P. 224, Hoe 19 from top, read "inflnonoe" instead <rf "indul^ 
gence." P. 227, the words "It was" should be inserted between 
the resolution relating to the "Book of Government " and the onf 
Teoommending the observanee of the "Week of Prayer." 

B.Z. WiLMOir, Glerk of St/nod. 



BDUCATIOH FflNB. 

Rbv. J. L. M'Cartney acknowledges the following contributions 
ittaid of Synod's School: -r> t\ 

^foowintfton— Saaioel Latimer f 100 (in note), E. Ewing, Key. D. 
J. Shaw, T. Smith, W. C. Smith, J. A. Russell, P. Faris, each 5 ; 
8. Little, T. Moore, each 2 ; 0. Irwin 10, C. M'Catighen 6, T. N. 
Faris 20, W. R. Curry 10, S. Curry 5, Miss Lottisa Ewing 10, W. 
Moore ^ John Robertson 6, Miss Sallie Currie 5, J. B. Paris 4, 
John Smith 26, ReV. Robisoa 1, D. Craig 2, Nancy Houston 1, 
Mrs. S. Cathcart 5, D. 0. Faris 1, John Faris 5, M. Robison 2, Miss 
Maggie Irwin 2, Miss Ann Gatnble 2, J. Robisoa 5, M. A: Gordon 
1» SUrs. Faris 60 cents, cash 83, J. Moore 1. J. M. Irwin 10. 

FrmeetM^^.Fatis, D. Stormont, Wylie Little, J.-C. CarutherSj 
J. Foraythe, each 96 ; Mary Reed, David Dickson, J. Mahan, each 
1 ; J . Littall 10. The following subscribed in that congregation i 
Dv Irwin #10, T. Chestnut 6, J. Morrow 2, R. Patterson 6, John 
J)unlap 6, M. Chestnut 6, C. Allen 25, J. Boyd 10. „_ ™. 

Grmd G)te— Rev. W. F. Q«orge, Martha Q^fge, each ?5 ; W. 
Miller 10, W. J. Crawford 5, S. Elliott 5, W. A. M'Ready 2, MrK. 
Brown 1, J. Hughes and Lizzie Morrow, each 1, L, Campbell 5, J. 
Mawhinney 2, Mrs! M'Millan 1, Elizabeth M'Afee, 2, Robert Bates 
1, J. Coulter 2, R. Cathcart 5, J. Woodside 1, Wm. Elliott 5, Wm. 
Woodside 5, Tillman Diveil 2, Francis Cath<jart 1, Joseph Cath- 
cart 2, Uta. BKzabeth Holliday 1.50, Mrs. B. A. Moore 1, Mrs. E. 
O. Holliday 4, Mrs. Mawhinney 6, R. M'Eelvy 2, J. Williamson 1, 
MPS. Wisely 2.15, Miw Tilla Hissong 1, Jacob Hissong l,Mr8.Hi|>- 
tioag 1, Mrs. C. A. Kennedy 2, Rev. D. Coulter 6, R. Elliott 5, 
Ma«ter D. CargiU Elliott 60 cents, Mrs. R. Elliott 50 cents, Mrs. M. 
A. Robison #1, Miss A. Robison 60 cents, Mrs. M'Dill |1, Mm 
D. Coulter 50 cents, Mrs. E. Moore $1, Miss Martha Jones 1, John 
Graham 5, John Craig 2, James Jones 2, M.M'Millaa 2, Mrs. Mil- 

S:an 1, Mrs. Coulter 2, Mrs. M. Lemon 1.25, Sarah Edgar 2, J. R. 
'Millan 50 cents, 0. Dixon 1, Jane Fulton 50 cents, Anna Wis^ey 
n, Mr. Mearns 60 cents, W. Woodside $1, M.G. Trefts 2. Pledged-^ 
W. B. Whitaker #10, R. Whitaker 2.50, John Hissong 2, Mary 
AnnMilUgan2. 

Mm-^T. Finley, W. Finley, «10 each ; J. Fiiilay #5, Mat. Fin^ 
lay 1, per R6v. D. S. Fans 16, Josiah Faris 5, R. H. Sinclair 5, J. A. 
Hays 10, per D. S. Faris 10, T/ W. M'Clatkin .1* J. G. Ardrey 3, 
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8. B. Fans 2.50, W. Temple 5, Mrs. Temple 2.80, Joseph PattoQ 
6, C. R. MUler 10. 

Old Beiliel and %irto— Mrs. Mary 8. Wallace $5, 8. D. Matthews 
10, 8. J. Rogers 5, R. J. Richie 2, John C. Richie ^, Anthony Pat- 
terson 1, W. Uogan 6, John Finley 2, Jennie C. Holmes 6, John 
Holmes 3, W. Boyle 1, Mrs Newell 5, W. Fulton 10, Mat. Mitch- 
ell 5, Davison Elder 10, Alex. Hunter 2, Miss Amanda Wallace 5, 
J. Hunter 2, Joseph Mathews. 10, H. Mathews 10, R. W. Lyons 
10, George Hays 6, Jas. B. Weir 10, Richard Cathcart 5, W. H. 
Ewing 2, Mary Lynn 1, Mrs. Lyons 1, Andrew Black 5, Robert 
Black 1.50, Archie Newsome 1, John Rutlierford 1, Wm. Houston 

5, Charles Cathcart 10, David Ewing 1, John Lynn 2, L. M. Pat- 
terson 5, Mrs. Mathews 2, R. B. Cathcart 10, James B. Mathews 
10, James Foulds 6, Mrs. M. Hare 1, Anderson Boys 2, Jas. Weir 
10, Maria Lively 5, Nancy Blair 6, John Temple 6, W. Mathews 4, 
John Fellows 2.60, James Hetherington 2.50, D- Gallatch 2, J. D. 
Thompson 1, John Houston 4, Robert Weir 5, James Campbell 2, 
H. J. Wilson 1, Wm. Weir 10, Rachel Weir 1, George M'Monome 
2, Jane Cunningham 1, A. M. Nichols 2, Wm. Craig 1, Hiram 
Wiggins 1, C. M. Roberts 2, R. Brown 2, Ferdinand Columbus 1, 
Wm. Stevenson 5. J. Wilkinson 1, W. Addison 6, John Orr 1, H. 

C. Gault 2, W. Grey 1. Pledged in the same viciniiy--John 
Tweed $5, J. H. Marshall 2, David Yeoman 2, Robert Kirkwood 6, 
Thomas Donley 6, Daniel Blair 5, William Mathews 6, Alexander 
White 5, John Weir 10, W. Gre^g 6, D. Townsend 2, John Ste- 
venson 5, Miss Eliza Fernan 3, Essex Stockdale 1, Solomon Wylie 
2, Ferdinand Columbus 1, "Jerry" 1, George Douglas 2, W. H. 
M'Millan5. 

Si. ioww— Collection $36.70, W. Holliday 10, Smith 5, Come- 
lius Beard 5. cash 6, Robert R. Armour 10, John Montgome^ 6, 
cash 5, S M. Edgell 20, James Martin 60, H. R, W.,25, 8. Bar^ 
boun 25, Ticknor & Co. 10, Miss Anna Stern 1, Mary L'ee 1, P. G. 
Wells 1. ' 

JFMom— Collection, J73.40. 

Sharon— A. W. Cavin ?1, A. F. Caruthers 10, W. Cubit 5, A, 
M. Wilson 5, JohnMlntire 3, Mary Kilpatrick 5, J. Keliog 5, John 
M'Caughan 2, Thomas Reed 5, David Armstrong 2, W. M'Haflfev 

6, J. R. Wilson 5, D. Robison 2, Master Claude Hays 8, Joseph 
M'Kown 1, Catharine Wilson 1, Daniel Kirkpatrick 10, William 
M'Haffey 2, James Henderson 1, Dr. J. O. Robinson 5, George 
Cunningham 10. 

Kossuth — James Thompson $5. Pledged, 920. 

liehoboth— Jos. Dodds <f5, Mrs. Baxter 2, T. G.Dunn 1, R. Coul- 
ter 5, Mr. Benton 5, Master John Toner Stevenson 5, Isaac E. 
M'Henty 5, T. Graham 2. Pledged^Miss M. E. Wylie $5, A. W. 
Dill 5, K. B. Love 6, W. M'Crew 5, John Dougherty 1. 

Washington— Roy. S. M. Stevenson ?2, A. W. Carter 2, 0. Carter 2, 
8. Ray 2, Hennr Patricks 2, J. S. Adair 2, G. Leba 1. Pledged— J. 

D. Martin ?3, J. R. Nelson 2, Thomas Baird 5, J. F. Franklin 2, 
W. Porter 5, M. Y. Wallace 6, P. M. Dick 2. G, W. Black 6, Mrs. 
Mary Faris 2, W. J. Love 8, William Parnoe 6- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



TrihuU of Be$peet. 815 

Jfonmoti/A^Kewton Barr 910, Mr. and Mrs. J. Sv Clark 10, Jas. 
Galbraith !• 

Bopkinton— 9101.25. 

Grove JffiM— Fanny Patton $5, Mary Hull Patton 1, Huffh Patter- 
son 6, M. H, Cavin 5, W. Cavin 3, Ambrose Copeland 2, Rev. J, 
ITeill 5, J. A. Torrens 5, Huffh Hutchison 5, Henry Copeland 60 
cents, William Copeland J5, Moses Wylie 5, Ambrose Patterson 1, 
Elizabeth J. Neill 1, W. Coleman 5, Mrs. J. Coleman 6, Mrs. Mary 
Coleman 3, Joseph Patton 2, Rev. Caldwe|l 1, Thomas Day and 
wife 10^ Mary E. Hutchison, 1, W. W. Wylie 2, Mrs. Hutchison 1, 
Mary L. Patterson 3. (Remainder in next number.) 

COLLBCTBD BT RBV. H. P. M'CLXJUEIN. 

Uika Corwregation — Rev. J. 0. Boyd $5, William Stevenson 10, 
Mrs. Mary Deary 1, Agnes Deary 1, Miss Mary Dearjr 1, James 
Kirkpatrick 5, William Naughton 6, W. P. Kirkpatrick 5, How- 
ard Kirkpatrick 6, John M'Daniel 5, Martha Deary 1.50, Mary 
Kirkpatrick 5, Mary Adams 5, Ellen Adams 1, Agnes Adams 1, 
Thomas W. Nauffhton 1.50, Agnes W. Naughton 2, Joseph Ad- 
ams 5, Elizabeth U ass 5, Matthew Adams 10, Rebecca Russell 1, 
Joseph Torrens 5, J. C. Stevenson 1, Oliver K. Stevenson 1, R. G. 
Kirkpatrick 5. 

Muskingum and Tomica Comregaiion — John Stitt 95, James Stitt 
10, Ifancy Stitt 10, Jane Stitt 5, Rev. J. C. K. Fari8^5, James Beat- 
tie 5. 

Salt Greek Congregation— iohn G-ibson $5, Dr. Bell 10, J. 0. Wal- 
lace 3, John Willson 1^ John M'Connahay 3, D. Wallace 10, William 
Willson 5, James A Speer 2, Rev. H. P. M'Clurkin 5. 

Middle Wheeling Congregation — Samuel M'Coy ^. 

J. B. Williams note on behalf of White Lake Congregation, 
$150. James Bbown, Treasurer. 

Box 2,595, Cincinnati, Ohio. 



TRIBUTE aF RI8PBCT. 



At a meeting of the Beformed Presbyterian Female Missionary Society of 
Salt Creek Congregationi September II th, 1866$ the following preamble and 
res )lation8 were presented and unanimoiuly adopted : 

Whebbas, in the allwise providenee of €rod, we have been called to mourn 
the death of one of oar most worthy members, Miss Rjbbeooa J. Wallao£| who, 
after a very short illness, was called from this world of sorrow and snfEering, 
we hope, to one of permanent and nnalloytd happiness, and it is our desire to 
f how to the family an4 ber friends at Ifurge, our appreciation of the one so 
suddenly snatched firom our midst; therefore 

Resolved^ 1. That we haye lost one frcm oar pleasant oirole, who was always 
punctual in attendance at our meeting^s, and oyer ready to lend the helping 
hand in prosecuting that work, in which she, with others, enlisted oyer two 
years since in the capacity of a Female Missionary Society, whose chief work 
has been to ameliorate the condition of the dowu-trodden aud oppressed. 

2. That we deeply sympathise with the relatiyes of the deceased, in this 
inscrutable profyidenoe of God toward them in thus taking frcun their happy 
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home eircle Moib^ M dearly lofecj, ind Bxitte tbdto tlitl lier jftemory will 
ever be cherished by us all. And we earnestly exhort tkem to be comforted^ 
ai|d in the spirit of meek submission say, *' The will of t&e Lord be done." 
<' Not as I will^ but ais iboii wili'' <' Even so Faiihevy for 00 it ddemed good 
ia thy sighV' 

3. That we, Uie yoath^ lay dee^^ly to heart this dispensation of Divine Provi- 
dence, in the sadden and unexpected removal of one of onr members to the 
land of silence, and are theveby admonished of the solemn trnth^ " Dost thou 
art, and unto dost shalt thou return f also, that we be diligent in preparing, 
while here on earth, for that great change Which awaits us all, ev^r keeping 
before our minds, that ** Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with 
thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowl^ge, ntfr WiEidom m ih^ 
grave whiUier tho« goest.'^ 

4. That in this we all recognize the hand of the Eternal One ^' doing all 
things weU/' and his voice warning us, " Prepare to meet thy God.'* 

5. That this preamble and these tes^utions be published in the Reformed 
JP^eshjfterim. Miss L«ttib J. M'Gek, 

Miss Maqqie A* M'Grea, 
Con^nittee, 



OBlttiBtKS. 



DiBD, Auguet Ist, 1866, at the residence of his so^ Dr. A. S. M' Murray, 
Andkbw M'Muraat, in the 94th year 0^ hid age. 

This aged disciple of Christ was born at M'Murray's Glen, near Kennelton4 
county Donnegal, Ir^and> August, 1772. His ancestry came from Sootlana 
during the days of persecu^on in that land The region of country where 
Mr. M'Murray was bom is associated with hallowed memories. Here man^f 
of the persecuted dovenanters fdund tit asyluiti, and Hb^ny to wo^hip God li 
accordance with Sctipture and their solemn vowi^. At an early period in. life, 
Mr M'Murray connected himself with the congregation of Bridge-end and 
BaQigay, now Milford. In the membership of this congregation he remained 
until he left the land of his birth, adorning the doctrine of the Savionr by a 
life and conversation becoming the gospel. About the year 1798 he came to 
America, returning after a few years again to his native place. lii the year 
1833 he emigrated to the United States the. second time in company with his 
wife and only son. For about twelve years aAier his return to this country he 
resided at Jersey Shore, Lycoming county. Pa. In the year 1845 he removed 
to Philaddphia, and oosAecAed himself with the 1st Refomwd Presbyterian 
Church, then under the pastoiral care of the late Rev. Pr. Wylie. He remam 
ed in conneetioii with this congregation until he died. Mr. M'Murray's ac- 
quaintatk^e with ih» iratd of G^d was extensive and practicaL The Bible 
was his cotustant eompanion. And when the infirmities of age pressed 
Upon him, he fottnd its precepts aild promises abundantly able to sustain hiim 
To the Reformed Presbyterian Churbh he was wartily attached. With her 
sufferings and testimony for the truth, he felt himself identified. Her p^n- 
6Tpl^, her ofd^r, and her form of worships he believed to be cerreefe. Over 
her divifi^ons he motmied, and' he longed for the day when Zion's breaches 
Miould be healed. 

Duelling fbr many years in the home of an iffectionate and devoted son, 
he experieneed everv attention whieh could lighten the biurdeito of age. Every 
member of the family viewed the aged patriarch with reverence and esteem. 
For years he had b^a Engaged in setting his house in order, and when death 
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oame it did not fiod him unprepared. Bis iptellecboal powers remained re- 
markably firm, and unimpaired to the last. Indeed, as the solemn moment 
approached these poweni seemed to revive. Piyine grace strengthened him 
for the last effort, and Jacob-like ho pronounced a parting Llosiung upon his 
grand-children, beginning with the oldest and endiqg with the youngest. At 
length the hour of his departure arrived, and with an unwayerinff trust in the 
Captain of salyatioD, apd bidding farewell to those around hinpr, the aged saint 
fell asleep in Jesus. 

<' Hark tboa the perfect^ and behpld 
The man of uprightoess ; 
Becapse that surely of this man 
The latter end is peace.'' 



The Bubjeot of this memoir, David Gborob, was botn ia Wasbi&gloQ 
county, Pa., in the eongregatiou of Miller's Run. He ti^dj a eonsistent 
profesii<or, exemplary in word and deied, a man of retiring ui4 humble habitSi 
and a yaluable member of the church. In his later years he passud through 
scenes of bitter trials in proyidential afflictions, but was amply sustained by 
that grace which is ^ sufficient.'^ His last sickness, which was of a typhoid 




eternal in tbe hea,yeos.'' In disposing of his worldly estate he did not over- 
look the claims of the church, but coinmendably remembered the Home and 
Foreign mission, which will not only keep his name in remembrance, but in its 
use to the designed object, will be a work continued, through his donation, to 
the church militant by (we beiieye) a member of the church trium|^nt. 
What a thought ! He prays no); in the church below, he sings not here. But 
a^e all connections and associations absolutely cut off? Why no. Here with 
the dedicated portion he (it ma^ be said) is sending %th the missionary in 
the work of loye, and thus it may be addedl, " he being dead yet speaketh.*' 

Rev. 0. B. M'Kee. — W^ learn that Mr. M'Kee, who was for many years 
a minister and pastor in our church, di^ suddenly from paralysis, in Wash- 
ington Oity, on the 5th of June. Mr. M'Kee was ia the seyenty-fourth year 
of his age and in the forty-fifth year of his ministry. At the late meeting of 
the Philadelphia Presbytery, a written application was made by Mr. M'Kee 
for restoration to his ministerial standing in, the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, accompanied with an expression of deep regret <^at he had oyer left 
it, and willingness to make any acknowledgment of his error and submit to 
any measure of disoipjine that Presbytery might judge neoessary.in the case. 
A commisaipu was a^ppointed to i^s^e the casor-^to meet in Baltimorei, J[une 
18th, but before the time of meeting, thje Master hin^^lf had naa^e full and 
%al adjustmept of the whole ca^e, 

The following is the closing paragraph of Mr. M'Eee's paper, bearinff dat$ 
;pr|arcb 31st, 1866, ft. ^ill be tm^ with nielaucholy iuterest. 

** It is npt the province, much less the intention of yonr unworthy petitipft- 
er, to estimate the amount or graduate the magnitude of his offense against 
God and the Chfurch. While he has felt, a^d does painfully feel his present 
position in eyery aspect more poignantly than can be told hi^^ he ha^ this^^ con- 
solation, that he \m ney«r, in thought, word or sentiment,, uttered anything 
against the cause of his early espousal ; but in all these respect^, the contrary 
has been his aim. With these statements, he casts himself upon the Christian 
charity of this yenerable body, with whom he desires to liye his few remaining 
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isys, and to die, when it is tbe Lord's will, in the honds of a covenanted broth* 
efhood." 



Mr. M'Kee was intimately known to the writer of this brief notice, and it 
' ^ profound 
his friendj that his latter end was peace. 



is with a feeling of profound satisfaction that he is able to record concerQing 



Died, of diphtheria in the stomach, Febmarr 23d| 1865, Miss Margaret 
BuNLAP, daughter of William and Ellenor Dunlap. 

The deceased was heayenlj minded from her childhood, and showed ber 
loye to the Saviour bj an early desire to connect herself with the church, and 
to show forth the Lord's death in the communion. Hex amiable and Christian 
character won for her the esteem and affection of all her acquaintances. 
Though she was called to forsake all that was earthly, in the vigor and bloom 
of youth^ she was joyful, and desired to depart and be with Christ, which is 
Jar better. << Blessed are the dead who die m Uie Lord." 



DiEP, January 6th, 1866, at his residence in Argyle, Washington county, 
N. Y., of lung fever, after a slight sickness of eleven days, William Denni- 
80N, in the fifty-third year of his age. 

Mr. Dennison was a native of county Tyrone, Ireland* His parents were 
members of the Reformed Presbyterian Church at Bready, under the pastoral 
care of the much respected Rev. Alexander Britton. When about twenty- 
one, he made a public profession in the congregation of his fathers. In 1848 
he came to this country, and connected himself with the congregation of Ar- 
gyle, of which he was a consistent and exemplary member until his death. In 
1851 he married Eliza Shaw, second daughter of the late James Shaw, ruling 
elder in that congregation, whom, with three children, two sons and a daughter, 
ho left to mourn his sudden and very unexpected removal. It is confidently 
hoped, that the call though sudden, did not find him unprepared. This com- 
paratively helpless family has been left and is disposed to rely on the care of 
Him who is better than husband or father. 

*' BecaQse the Lord a father is 

Unto the fatherless ; 
God ii the widow's judge within 
His place of holiness.'' 



Died, at the residence of his son, Mr. Wm. Oilmore, near Glarinda, Page 
County, Iowa, Mr. Robert Gilmore, in the seventy-ninth year of his age. 

Mr. Gilmore had been over thirty years a ruling elder in the church. He 
clearly understood and tenderly loved her principles. Of him it may be truly 
said, *' Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt," he was not ashamed to profess and practice those parts of the 
church's testimony which he knew exposed him to the reproach of the 
world. 

Before his decease he loved to talk of death as a change desirable' to tbe 
Christian. To him it was an evidence of his Saviour's love to his people, and 
faithfulness to his promise, '< I will come again and receive vou unto myself, 
that, where I am, there ye may be also.'' 

Mr. Gilmore ww preceded to glory by his aged wife, Mrs. Mary Gilmore, a 
little over a year. She died on the eleventh of May, 1865, in the seventy- 
first year of her age. They leave two sons and a daughter, all members of 
the church. 
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Battle Echoes, or Leesons from the War. By George B. Ide, D. D. Boston : 
Ckmld & Lincoln, 69 Washington street. New i ork : Sheldon & Co. Cincinnati : 
George S. BUnchard & Co. 1866. 12mo: pp. 826. For sale by Smith & Eng* 
lish, 123 Sixth street, Philadelphia. 

During' the late and terrible struggle of the Nation with the 
forces of the Rebellion, the interposition of God's providence in 
human a£birs was so distinctly marked that scarcely any one ven- 
tured to question it. The aim of the author in this volume, com* 
prising eleven chapters bearing upon the issues of the war, is to 
deepen and perpetuate this conviction in the public conscience. 
The discussions as far as they go, display ability and a clear com^ 
prehension of the questions of the hour. The chapter on Recon- 
struction is deficient in that it leaves the religious element almost 
entirely in the background. Nothing but a positive Christianity 
can save the nation, and every theory of reconstruction that ig- 
nores or denies this, is simply daubing the wall of the political 
fabric with untempered mortar. The demon of slavery has been 
exorcised from the Constitution and Administration of the Gov- 
ernment. The next and most indispensable step of all is to put 
God and religion into them. 

Beligiotts Cases of Conscieitcb, by Prof. S. Pike find Eev. S. Hayward. 

The XJ. P. Board of Publication has issued a stereotyed edition of 
this excellent work. The execution is in the best style. Of the 
matter of the book it would be hard to say too much in commen- 
dation. The most skillful casuistry is displayed in dealing with the 
various cases of conscience presented. The comfort which this 
book has afforded to distressed souls will be comprehended only in 
eternity. We earnestly recommend those who do not own it, to 
buy it. Price, $1.25. 

St^te Beligion, a Discourse delivered before the Beformed Presbyterian Synod 
in Bochester, N. Y. By J. B. W. Sloane. 

This discourse, to which we called attention in advance of pub- 
lication, is now before the church, and we doubt not is read with 
interest and prpfit Packages have been sent, we believe, to dif- 
ferent localities. This discourse can be had by addressing Walter 
T. Miller, Na. 5 Hanover street, N. Y. . 



Wb regret that by an oversight we omitted to publish in our 
last number, a notice of the death of Rev. Wm. Anderson, A. M., 
of Loanhead, Scotland. He died after a short illness, on the 80th 
of June last. From a well wntten memoir of this faithful servant 
and witness of Christ, in the September number of The Beformed 
Presbyterian Witness^ we will give some extracts in our next 
number. 
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AWFDl IU1TITIBS8. 

A Chicago dispatch of Sept 16, to the Daily Ciocinnati Q-azeite-^ 
says : " A fearfal visitation of Providence happened Ia3t evening, 
nnder the following circnmstanoes : A tailor, from Germany. 
named Lubenheimer, residing on the north side, was accused of 
having stolen some money, which be positively deBied, calKtig 
i^pon God to strike him dead if he was not speaking the truth. TbQ 
fearful imprecation had h$rdly ^en uttered betpre the self-ow^ 
victed peijurer fell to the floor a dead man.*^ 

About eight o'clock on Thursday motrmng of last week, <^e of 
the convicts in the penitentiary in Allegheny, nasied Holpnes, ii^ 
dulled in the mo^t blasphemous language, curing everybody, 
cursing Chi^st, cursing God, and pronouncing God the author e| 
all sin, pnd ridiculing the Bible. While littering his blasphemy 
he was suddenly struck down with apoplexy and remaii^d undo^^ 
scions until he died at 1? a'clock noon, on friday. 



The opening of the school at Korthwpod, of which notice was 
given in our last number, is deferred. Difficulties have upex- 
pectedly riten which Mr. M'Cracken is unable to remove. Should 
these difficulties be removed, due notice will he given of tbi^ 
opening of the institution. 



Meetings of PK^BYTEKi^s.-^t^ittsburgh Presbytery will meet 
in Allegheny on the third Tuesday of October, at 10 A. M, 
Lakes Presbytery in Northwood, same day, at 7 P. AL New 
York Presbytery will meet in the yirst Church, |few STprk, 
Tuesday, October 80, at 7J P. M. 



It is with painful feelings that we record the death of 
Rev. Jas. M. Willson, D. R, co-editor of this Magazine, 
and ProfessoV' in the Theological Seminary. His disease 
was breaking down of the nervous sys^^em, complicated 
with hypertrophy, producing softeninff of the brain. For 
several months previous to his death, which took place 
August 31st, he evinced symptoms of paralvsis, but only 
for a little more than a Week was he whpHy confined to 
bed* He filled the position that he occupied in the Semi- 
nary with mueh ability, and in* his removal the Church 
has sustained a severe loss. We forbear further remarks, 
expecting a suitable memoir of the deceased for publica- 
tion from some one possessing the materials for it. 
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IFIECI OF TBI KET. lAIlS lENlTB^T, 

OHX OF TAB DBPUTISS FttOM I&BLAND AT THB LATB MBBXIVa OF IHB 
RBFOBMEX> PBB8BYTBRIAN SYNOS) OF SCOSLANB. 

Moderator, Fathers, and Brothers — As the only otiier mem- 
ber of the deputation present, I most cordially join in the fraternal 
greetings already addressed to you from the Synod of the Reform- 
ed Presbyterian Church in Ireland, and beg leave to adsure you 
of our continued sympathy and affectionate regards. 

Among the earliest recollections of my boyhood, when I first 
read the story of the earnest contendin^s of our noble ancestors of 
the Second Keformation, is the rememorance of the intense admi- 
ration which I then felt for the men who, with almost unparalleled 




recall an impression of which my mind was ther 

that if ever it were given me to mingle with si t 

count it the highest hoinor, and the greatest prii 

And anticipating, as my mind was then taught to f 

prevalence of the principles and spirit of these m [ 

arrived so far in the 19th century, it is with soj t 

feelings that in the noted 1866, 1 stand before so i ^ 

looking at the representatives of a witnessing rem | 

l^m compelled to say that in you only can I recoj 

ed Scotland, the party fully adhering to Scotli I 

Beformation, and fully identii^ing with the hero 

miration. For though it would be wrong to ass( ) 

days 

«< Wben the standard of Zion 
A* bltddy and torn 'mang the heather was ly&i^,*' 

there has not been a considerable resurrection of many of the gre^ 
principles of our fathers* Testimony, not only in Scotlattid, but 
throughout the British empire, and in many other parts of the 
20 
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world, and hopeful indications that they shall yet prevail, and uTti- 
mately mould the destinies of our race,r^yet to the sanguine spirit, 
it caunot but be in some measure discouraging to behold you com- 
pelled through faithfulness to God and principle to occupy your 
present position through another disruption, ana few. in number in 
an enlightened age, forced to fight in some respects over again a 
l>attle which it was hoped ere now would have been won for ever. 
Among the thoughts that such a fact must suggest to the mind 
that trembles for tne ark of God, and one often uppermost in my 
own bosom, is the inquiry, why should so many disruptions take 
> place in the church of God? ,Why is she split and splintered by 
the wedge so often ? How is it consistent with the wisdom of Goa 
to break her into so small fragments, and present to the world the 
disjecki membra of what we would always expect and desire to see 
one beautiful and united whole, ^^ fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as in armv with banners ?'* 

And here it must be admitted that whether we form our ideas 
<rf the church from much that is said of her in the word of God, or 
from the work and mission she is appointed to accomplish on earthy 
such a broken and divided state is not her normal condition, but 
something i^bnormal, neither desirable in itself, nor destined^ to 
last forever. At the same time it is true that in our world, as at 
present circumstanced, neither in the kingdom of nature nor oi 
jjrrace is the normal always possible, and that God not on^y some- 
Umes makes the abnormal a blessing, but indicates that it must 
sometimes exist to the carrying out of his purposes, and be ^ ne- 
cessity under certain circumstances, which he foresees are about to 
4se. For examph^, sickness, decay, and death, are not normal in 
relation to man — ^yet blessings they become — necessary to the 
highest purposes being accomplished, and 

« On the cold cheek of death smiles and roses are blending, *" 
And beauty imn^ortal awakes from the tomb." 

So in the kingdom of grace, under the rule of the Prince of Peace, 
it does not appear normal that his subjects would be wagiug war, 
yet they are commanded to have a two-edged sword in their right 
hand, and threescore valiant men, with their weapons, stand 
around Sol6raon's couch. Whilst the sun is shining, it appears 
stranffe to be bearing aloft a lamp, or placing a lighted candle in a 
conspicuous position, yet sach is the church's declared work, whilst 
the Sun of righteousness is illuminating our world. So that 
we would grievously err if we supposed the abnormal to be always 
wrong, or that when rents and divisions sometimes takes place m 
the body of Christ, they may not. be justifiable, or have no high 
valuable ends providentially to accomplish. 

It becomes, then, a matter of the gravest importance to us, in our 
present position in these lands — ^I, say, Moderator, jfor u5 — ^for you 
in Scotland, wd for us in Ireland — for our position is the same-— to 
inquire, first, Is our position justifiable? and, secondly, if so, 
'What is our special providential mission as a church, and how may 
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we best aocomplish it ? As perhaps enobgh has been already said 
on similar occasions about your lato painfut separation^ and the 
drcumetances attendiilg it, I prefer taking up these questions in 
heir general bearing, and with your leave shall.address myself to 
them a little, as they apply to the Reformed Presbyterian Church 
and her members, however circumstanced, and. 

Firstly. Is our position of ecclesiastical separation from other re- 
ligious bodies justifiable and right, and is there anj^hing render-^ 
ing it imperatively dutiful that it should still be continued ?' This 
is a question that has often been answered for us in the negative; 
Historians and poets, churchmen and statesmen, and many in the « 
main friendly to the interests of truth, and of the Protestant rielig- 
ion, have freely declared that in their opinion our position is a 

Seat mistake, and our supposed faithfulness in maintaining it to 
e present, an amiable weakness. Whilst others allege that, 
however right and sound our principles may be in the abstract, in 
our days they have become impracticable ; and some, riot only in 
Scotland, but in Ireland and America too, who were once with us, 
as if they had at length discovered it to be so, have shown a won- 
derful alacrity in netting away from the supposed false position our 
fathers must^ in their opinion, have assumed. 

Now, to all such— covering the whole field of our ecclesiastical 
history, from the times ot tne " Society people," and of the " old 
Dissenters," down till your recent disruption, we say, in the words 
of Jesse's stripling son — but on the occasion, Israel's only real hero 
— ^as inspired with zeal for the honor of the true God who had been 
defied, and burning with shame for his country's warriors who had 
fled in dismay, he was ftwced into a position in many respects par- 
allel to our own — a position pronounced bV the cowamly, amid 
the panic that prevailed, impracticable and* hopeless — ^we say, in 
his noble words, ** What have I now done? Is there not a cause ?". 

If the glory of God — ^the honor of his truth— the interests of Is- 
rael both for the present and the future— the insolence of the ene- 
my, and the public vindication of God's righteous ffovemment over 
the nations of the earth, if these were sufficient in bis case to justi- 
fy the position he had assumed, amid the murmuring of some, and 
the sneers of others, we think as much can be alleg^ to cover our 
position, and we also are disposed to say to those who find fault ^ 
with us, ** What have we now done ? Is there not a cause t" At 
the same 4ime we are not prepared to have this question tried by 
the rules of worldly expediency, <»mal reasoning, or of popular 
enthusiasm for ecclesiastical union. We would rather not stand 
for Judgment in the court of 0»8ar, nor be tried by Roman law. 
We are fain here to appeal to that higher law — that unerring and 
unbiassed judgment of the spirit of God, by the unbending recti- 
tude of which we shall all be judged at last. 

Appealing to this high authority, we find that there are two ^reat 
dominant principles in the kingdom of Christ in respect to either 
or both or whicn we may find justifiable gronds of ecclesiastical 
separation. These are tbuth and houkbss. I£ there be a depart^ 
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S[> together ; or if \% becomes imposeible fully to reoogAize im' 
aiqxs of either, or both, in any ecele6ia«ti<$al oonDeotioo^ then 
these great fixed external laws of Christ's kingdom absol?e qs from 
all blMae when we separate from aught that woald detract from 
their ^lory. The doctrine of Balaam^ or die pra^i^ces of Jez^bel^ 
foijind in any church, furnish grounds both to Christ and his^ people, 
why they should have ^^ somewhat against her." 

NoWj tried by this test, we assert, uiat our position is justi£able»^ 
Fxrst, because it is the only known way by whiqh we can fully 
^and faithfully hold, and prominently exhibit^ many important 
truths which the world requires individually, socially, and natioa*^ 
ally to learn. As we have said, truth is one of the great ruUng 
principles in the kingdom of Christ, error and falsehood in t}iat of 
his rival* ^ow; whilst it would be foc^ish to say that. Christ, bad 
' revealed all truth to his church — ^thene being ^f secret things t)iat 
belong to &od'' — the viary fact that Divine wisdom has made a se* 
lectipn^ clearly shows that everything that has been, revealed is im- 
portani and needed in its application to some aspect Qf our present 
condition. Whether, therefore, we consider the purpose of Ghc)d 
in revealing, or the necessity of man in having it applied, it will 
appear that neither the church nor any member thereof can ever 
be justified in being put into a position in whioh any part of re^ 
vealed truth cannot be professed or applied* 1 know it has been 
said that we might at least, individually, form connection with 
churches that have not formally embraced in tbeir oreed all that 
we deem scriptural, and yet firmly hold our own principles after 
all; and I h^ve often heard it said to Covenanters, '' If you join us 
you can hold all you no^v^ believe to be true, and carry out all the 
views on which you have hitherto acted $ we won't interfere with 
you, bujt leave you «t. perfect liberty," and this in substance is jus* 
the " forbearance" prineiide of tbepresent day> If ow, though such 
reasoning may satisfy some cQuscienceii, nothing was ever more ab^ 
surd, and that for two good reasons. First, if a person form con* 
nectioix with a church whose creed contains not all that he deen^ 
scriptural, then, though not personally interfered with in respect to 
any principle he holds in a/dvance, yet be retains that principle by 
permission, ^ot by autAority^ and i|i the world he loses, »s a, unit, wl 
power to effect any g^d by means of that or those truths ignored 
by the mass with which, he is incorporated* Secondly, as a unit in 
a corporate body, be bea^ his proportion of the guilt incurred by 
the cnpr^h of which he is a member^ refusing to reeeivQia part of 
the testimony of Glpd^ which the apostle says is to make Gdd a 
liar. 

IS'ow practicable or impracticable) or popular ot un^^opukr, we 
do, as a church, hold by severally principles of truth, which no 
other ^^llj^ous eoQiiniUnity has formfidiy embraced^ A few exam- 
ples will suffice i-r* 

First No pthea: ecclesiastical body hold* fuUy and in practice 
the me4iatQrial supren^acy <rf Christ over all thiols. AVe know 
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Chat a famous disraption, tbat of 1848, was said to turn on tbe 
Headship of Christ. While, however, we highly honor th« men 
4md the movement of '48, we hold that compar'ed with yours of *68, 
■their disruption was only for a very small flragment of Christ's 
crown rights. It i& not claimed that the struggle of '43 was for 
more than the Headship of Christ over the church, and we may 
afterward shojv that it was not* even for all that. tVhereas your 
struggle, and the position into which you have been forcfed, cover 
the whole prerogatives of the many crowns he wears, and in hold- 
ing many of those principles, called distinctive, you are only prac- 
tically contending for various aspects of his kingly right to rule. 
For example, wnen we contend for the duty of nations possessing 
relevation to frame their constitutions, and make theii* laws in har- 
^mony with its principles, what is it but one way of putting Christ's 
daim t Again, when we hold the perpetual obligation of the 
OBritish Covenants, what is that but Christ's lieadship over the na- 
tions with an illustration ? Indeed, the propriety of national cove- 
nanting, and the obligation of national covenants, is not properly 
a fundamental doctrine, but the ^actical application of a greater 
and more inaportant truth that underlies it — ^namely, that by th^ 
will of the Father, the Son rules over all things — civil communi- 
ties among the rest — and, ^s this great principle is equally applica- 
ble to all nations, then substantially, and to the extent of moral 
obligation to all the duties implied, the British CoVenants are 
binding on every community in the world, as well as on our own, 
iwe onty having added to this original obligation the bond of 
voluntary engagement. To abandon our covenants then for polit- 
ical ends, i« in reality to reject the principle on which they are 
founded, and assume that on grounds Jower than that of national 
Submission to Christ, we are justified in seeking incorporation with 
any community, or the exercise of its civil rights. Thus many of 
those points of doctrine or practice, with us called distinctive, are 
just, in one form or oth^r, giving prominence to the one great 
trutii, the right of Jesus to reign. Nor are we indisposed to regard 
ihis as, in our day, the present truth. Prophecy indicates that one 
marked feature of the millennial era shall consist in the " kingdoms 
of this world becoming the kingdoms of our Lord and of hiii 
Christ ;" and as it has b^n observed that the word rendered king- 
doms in the passage, is one that means kingdoms in their govern- 
m^3rts, institutions, and civil administrations, rather than in the 
mass of the population, so, as the long cherished hope of the church 
approaches nearer and nearer being realized, the relation of nations 
to Gk)d in Christ becomes an all-important question — the consider-, 
fltion of which will have an intimate connection with the future 
hi^piness of the world, and one which cannot be too earnestly 
pressed on liie attention of men. 

Bnt again, we only of all the church^ formally hold, the antir 
-ehristiaii' character at present of the nations of the world. This is 
a great truth and practical, too, which some, in other reRgious 
communities have, in expounding prophecy, no doubt avowed as 
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ttieir belief j but we know of no cbarcb whicb. formally and practi- 
cally holds it but our own. We, however, continue constantly to 
maintain that to the category antichris^ian the nations of the world 
stjU belong, and though with sorrow we confess it, we are cona- 
pelled to include Great Britain among the rest, notwithstanding all 
that good men strive to make her in reformation times, and notwith- 
standing all the whitewashing the British Constitution. received in 
your own disruption debates, all, ifpossible, to hidethe cloven foot 
and conceal, if possible, |:he &ot that the dragon is still the soul and 
life of the beast with the ten horns. There is this much, however, 
perhaps, that might be said in mitigation of the mistake made b^ 
former brethren oecoming so ardent admirers of the British Consti- 
tution, that many apologists in our day have been writing in expo- 
sition of prophecy in a similar strain, and trying to show that Great 
Britain is prophetically set forth by the tenth part of the city that 
fell at the resurrection of the witnesses, at which time it is asserted 
she ceased to be an antichristian power ; so that we suppose it has 
now become with ourformer friends one of thoaepoints of" doubtful 
disputation,*' in respect to which they are resolved to give the ben- 
efit of the doubt to those disposed to seek political connection with 
the powers that be, to the abandonment of a more advanced posi- 
tion. And yet we hold that the antichristianism even in Great 
Britain is a matter of easy proof— and the practically adhering to 
this truth a thing having so many practical issuen — so closely con- 
nected with the purity and fidelity of the witnesses of Christ, and 
so intimately blended with our hopes concerning the coming of 
the kingdom of God on earth, that our position hitherto maintain- 
ed cannot be abandoned without sin, ana if our state of ecclesiasti- 
cal reparation had nothing more underlying it than this, we would 
say to our accusers, " What have we now oone V Is there not a 
<5au8e ?" 

But Holiness as well as truth is a ruling principle in the king- 
dom of Christ, and on the grounds of holiness as well as of truth we 
think we have justifiable cause of separation* Whilst Christ has 
revealed truth to his churqh as a prophet, he h^s prescribed holi- 
ness to her as a king — the one is the complement of the other; 
both combined, whether in the individual or the community, in 
proportion as they coexist, constitute perfection. Now, in a vari- 
ety of ways, churches may disregard the regal claims of Holiness, 
and so permit Jezebel to seduce us not only to bring on themselves 
the rebukes of the Redeemer, but furnish to his people jnst grounds 
of separation. We mention a few : — 

1. Neglect to enforce a thoroughly scriptural worship, when 
churqhes either attempt authoritatively to impose on the conscience 
what is foreign to the iqstitutionsi of Christ, or tolerate idolatrous 
innovations to pander to the depraved taste of the multitude, o^ 
gratify popular craving for the sen^uou^ in worship, then, *^ come 
out Irom among then^, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and 
touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you," becomes our 
solemn duty. 
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2. When loose terins of communion prevail in any religious com- ' 
mtinity, then the claims of holiness warrant a separation from it. 
"We have already said that the disruption of 1843 was professedly 
on the ground of Christ's headship over the church, and we are 
free to confess that to some extent it was so ; but as we have al- 
ready hinted, it only covered part of that great principle. The in- 
terference of the civil powers with the free action of church courts 
is only one way of offending against the headship of Christ in Zion, 
and resisting such an assumption of power only one way of con- 
tending for his glorious prerogatives. As the Head of his body he 
has definitely fixed her times of communion and the conditions on 
which men can be received into her membership ; and for any 
church, by lax terms of admission, deliberately to receive those 
whom he has excluded is a hiffh affront to the character of his 
government, and a sad mar to ner own efficiency in serving the 
end forwhich she was organized. The oft quoted expression, " Can 
two walk together except they be agreed ? implies far more than 
the truth it is usually adduced to establish, viz, the necessity of 
unity of sentiment among the members of the same church. It 
implies the impossibility of a holy God holding fellowship with 
the unsanctified soul, or .of any real spiritual communion existing 
betwixt a saint longing after holiness and a carnal profane man ; 
and that the church which, regardless of Christ's authority, admits 
outwardly to the communion of the body of Cjhrist the unbelieving 
and ungodly, fend puts on the sinner the seal of the saint, is guilty 
of high contempt of Christ's headship, and so far cannot bJe 
efliciently promoting the end contemplated in the work of redemp- 
tion in relation to its subjects — "that be miffht purify them to 
Jiimself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." Now, is it not 
notorious that turn where you will the state of matters in the 
church is in this respect deplorable ? Open communion is the 
doctrine and practice of many, and in Ireland, at least, one seal of 
the covenant is even bv Presbyterians freely dispensed to persons 
without any regard to church standing, and that, too, in palpable 
opposition to the grounds on which they defend the received doc- 
trines and usages of the New Testament Church. A curious illus- 
tration of this may be found in the following facts : — . 

We have had a few years ago'in the north Of Ireland the doctrine 
of infant baptism keenly contested, and Presbyterian advocates have 
rightly defended our practice on the grounds of the covenant char- 
acter of the church of God, and the consequent right of the chil- 
dren of believers to be' regarded as really included in her member- 
ship. And yet these very parties, who put infant baptism on such 
grounds, freely baptize the children of persons who have never 
connected themselves \<rith the church, and who express no inten- 
tion of ever assuming such a position ; nay, in our public institu- 
tions some have been known to wrangle and dispute with the min- 
isters of the Established Church about theirright to baptize found- 
lings and the children of persons of such a character, that on their 
behalf it would be impossible, on their own grounds, to make out 
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a})7 claim to the ordinance whatever. K sad example pf tiie neg- 
lect of the claims of holiness in the church," ifrhicb in so many oth- 
er ways are dishonored in our day as .to fully wamtnt our separate 
position. 

8. The almost entire disuse of the ordinance of public censure 
for almost any sin whatever, is a gross violation of the rights ot 
holiness in the churches. Discipline and censure on the erring and 
scandalous have not been appointed for the purpose of inflicting a 
penance, nor is their principal object to bring the sinner to repent- 
ance, for such a state of mmd is implied in his submitting to their 
administration, but their main purpose is to be a public vindication 
of the holiness of Christ's government, and that in hi^ kingdom he is 
of "purer eyes than to behold iniquity." Now, resolutions in res- 
pect to abounding immoralities discussed and adopted by synods and 
assemblies are afl very well as fer as they eo, but what vindication 
of Christ's government are sueh things, when the members of the 
church pi^acticing these very immoralities, are passed by wholly 
unnoticed — ^yea, accepted without any discipline, and sealed as 
most approved members of the body of Christ. That such a mourn- 
ful state of things is the rule in marrjr of the churches too many 
examples go to prove, and these confirm us in the belief that if our 
position secures for us anything of a purer communion, then in tJto 
sight oi God and of man it is wholly justifiable. 

But secondly, what 'is our providential mission, and how may we 
best accomplish it ? And here, believiug that our position a& a 
church is justifiable and therefore God-made, and that with Paul 
^ ,we can say, " what was I that I should resist God ?" and with hxir 
ther, "here I stand, God help me, I can do nothing else," we as- 
I3ert that we must have, however small or insignificant as a relig- 
ious body we may be, some work to do, some mission to accom- 
plish. In nature there are great things and small, mighty sun^, 
huge planets in magnificent orbits, erratic comets of immeasurable 
dimensions, and tiny insects that sport in the sunbeam only for an 
hour, and minute animalcula which it requires the aid of the mi- 
croscope to discern, jet the Christian naturalist recognizing each as 
an emanation of divine wisdom as well as of divine power, assigns to 
each a place and an object. So God-made spiritual entities, thou^ 
some of thena may appear small and insignificant to carnajly judg- 
ing men, are none of them in vain or without some end worthy of 
God to serve — an end which may be valuable, and as eflicient far 
good, as purposes served by bodies of larger dimensions. For 
though in physical science it is a law that the Jarger the body- 
other things being equal — the greater its momentum, yet it is a 
well known fact, that a smaller bodj may become as powerjful and 
even more powerful* than a larger, if propelled with greater force. 
Bo in the spiritual world, if a smaller body .be charged with great- 
er moral force, it may be made as powerful for good as one that 
bulks more largely in the eyes of men. 

JSTow by one word, descriptively employed by o^r Lord to set 
forth what his people will always prove tp their fellowcfiep in pro- 
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.portion as tb^ are faithfoly is, we tbiaJC) oor Wjork aiKl mission as 
a church epeciallv' indicated. That word is Light — " Ys are the 
light of the world." Bat what is light? It is well known that 
light consists of three distinct elements, each having a separate 
purpose to serve in th^ economy of natur^B— these are the yellow 
rays which illuminate, the red which give heat, and the blue, call- 
ea actinic, which produce Ghemical changes and are the ele- 
ments in light possessed of chemical power. Illumination, Heat„ 
and Power, then are the elements in that natural object by which, 
as a figure, our Lord defines our work on earth. 

First. Our mission is to illuminate or enable men to see aort* 
rect|y, in respect to many things they would not otherwise know 
or consider at all. Ghod writes divide truth intwo wftjs— objective- 
ly in revelation, and subjectively in character, position, and testi- 
mony of his church and people m the world. ' Indeed, all history is 
nothing else than Ood writing on human experience what he had 
written long a^o by the pep of revelation. The story of nations 
and communities and churches long since passed away, is like pic- 
ture-teaching, impressing lessons of truth more deeply by its illos- 
trations, or like the remains of Egypt, Nineveh, and Babj^lon, from 
amidst the debris of past ages, raising a voice to exemplify or con- 
firm what, though divinely revealed, we are slow to learn. Now 
Christ has promised to his church, "Him that overcometh will I 
make a pillar in the .temple of my God, . . . and I will write 
upon him the name of my God, and. the name of the city of my 
God, the New Jerusalem, whiQh eometh down out of heaven from 
my God, and I will write on him my new name ;'* and not unfre- 
quently does he fulfill this promise by ecclesiastical disruptions 
and by forcing into positions of isolated notoriety, like a pillar 
standing apart, those on whom, for the benefit of mankind, he leg- 
ibly inscribes his truths and his name. Have not what we call refor- 
mations, all been disruptions, eacha pillar with its inscriptions? So 
in all our separations, oti one or other of the parties separating, 
God more prominently exhibits some truth, brin^ something im- 
portant for us to know to the surface ot society, and forces it more 
on the eyes and hearts of men. True, it may not be always on the 
party withdrawing or assuming a position of sepaiation that the 
^nth may be most clearly inscribed, for there are divisions that 
a^e carnal, an4 ari^e from the lusts that war in our members, yet 
on one side or other these things are made the occasion of mone 
fully exhibiting some view of the name of God — some view of a 
redeemed church— or of the medii^Qrial character aiwi glory of the 
Son of God. Now ours is the aige ,pf deciphering monuments. 
Old urns and lettered bricks, ajid the cylinders of kings marked 
with strange characters, are eagerly sought for and read, or gueesed 
at, to get a glimpse of the past ;. and even the hitherto incompre- 
hensible Sinaitic inscriptions — now generally admitted to be the 
story of the exodus written with an iron pen on the rock forever — 
ajre beginning to yield up their meaning to the persevering iaduf- 
try of man. 
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MO ^mifh ^ the JRev. Jmne9 Keniu^. 

^ May wt not then rdmrd onr pofition as a pillar which God de- 
signs the world to read, without the knowledge of whose inscribed 
truths it cannot be prepared for such a glorious future as we are ieill 
anticipating, and without the practical application of which no mil- 
lennium of purity and peace can ever dawn upon the earth ? But 
we have been reminded that perhaps we are but too fond of wit- 
nessing and testifying, that the church must work as well as wit^ 
ness — toil and labor as well as shine. But what can we really ac- 
complish by way of spiritual work, or eflfect by way of spiritual re- 
sults in any other way than by witnessing or testifying to the truth ? 
Suppose we take measures to instruct the ignorant and neglected, 
or organize a home mission to our streets and lanes, with the 
view of converting the profane, or restoring the fallen, or originate 
an attempt to restore Israel to the fold, or evangelize some part of 
the heathen world, would not such things be called working ? 
And how are any* of these results to be effected ? Simply by testi- 
fying — by brining divine truth to bear on the heart, understand- 
ing, and conscience of men, and like the Baptist, bearing witness 
<rf the light that all men may believe. We cannot, therefore, bet- 
ter perform our mission than by keeping ever prominently before 
the world the great truths with which we ar^ intrusted, force b^ 
all legitimate means on its unwilling ears, what God has declared it 
must learn before men can be ^^ blessed in him, and all nations call 
him blessed." 

But again, we accomplish our mission in proportion as spiritual- 
ly we impart heat to the world, ia which we move. It has been 
justly said that the religion of many is like moonshine on snow, 
dear but cold. The heat of religiijus earnestness and enlightened zeal 
are greatly wanting in the churches, and could we maintain these 
graces in any measure in a lively exercise among ourselves, or im- 

5 art them to others, it would be no mean achievement, nor unpro- 
uctive of the most beneficial results. Indeed without these we 
will never accomplish anything considerable. Our fathers justly 
get credit for having had these practical graces :n a very enlargea 
measure, and their Influence on society was in proportion. In Scot- 
land, and throughout Ulster, their influence and labors were great- 
ly blessed to revive a spirit of religious life and thfe power of godli- 
n^s, after a season of decay and' spiritual death. The secret of 
their success was their earnestness and zeal. The name of Cove- 
nanter was then an epithet for one zealous in religion to a proverb, 
and they found it true, what will always hold good, that men will 
always give more attention to, and be more powerfully influenced 
by those who are really in earnest, whether in matters spiritual, or 
in things belonging to this life. Like metals which will weld, or 
can be hammered into any form you please, provided they are first 
raised to the proper heat — so men will always prove more docile— 
be more easily influenced — and our efforts to promote their im- 
proteraent be more easy and successful, if, first, we not only can 
make them feel that we ourselves are in earnest, but impart some 
measure of that eiqrnestness to them also. An earnest minisltify, 
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eldership, and church, cordially and lovingly united in the warm 
glow of a hol^ Christian affection, which no petty jealousies, nor 
private animosities, can disturb, and inspired with an ardent z^l 
lor Christ's glory and work, is one of the best adapted instrumen- 
talities for effecting good in the world. May we long retain the 
spirit that characterized our fathers, and then our work " shall not 
be in vain in the Lord." 

But affain, light is power, and we must labor to be a power in 
the world. The atinic rays paint the flower, ripen the fruit, effect 
most extensive and benefiical changes every moment the «un 
shines ; and it is to them the photographer is indebted for that 
mysterious power by which he works wonders of art which we 
have all adiiaired. So, in the spiritual world, illumination apd 
warmth will always be connected with some measure of power. 
Practical consistency in respect to our own principles and testi- 
mony will make us a power in society. Men always do, in some 
measure, respect the practically consistent, whereas practical in- 
consistency is moral weakness that renders us at once both impo- 
tent and despicable. We know that it is the feshion with some to 
allege that it is impossible in our day fully to carry into practice 
our testimony — that however true in. the abstract our principles 
may be, they are impracticable. Such statements we regard as 
bordering on the blasphemous. True, and yet impracticable ! Im- 
possible. If it were so, God would .only have been mocking us in 
naving made known to us, as a rule of duty truths we could not 
practically exemplify. Truth, according to our circumstances, is 
always practicable. If nothing else is left us, we can at least do 
what a noble follower of the Lamb once said when tauntingly ask- 
ed, " What can you do for Christ ?" she replied, *'I can sufler for 
him.'* Even should nothing else be in oiir power, we can suffer 
for our principles, and perhaps the people of God never put forth a 
greater power on. society thau when, by suffering, they proved 
their testimony, practicable, and exhibited in the worst extremi- 
ties a lofty example of practical consistency — when they ** over- 
came him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their tes- 
timony, and loved not their lives to the death.** Thus we can keep 
the word of Christ's patience, as the Greeks thought themselves 
bound to preserve their shields. Among the Greek republics, 
to lose Or throw away the shield in battle was accounted to the sol- 
dier the greatest disgrace, so that the Spartan matrons were said 
to address their sons when, at first going to battje, they presented 
them with their shields, e Une epi ten, *• either bring it back, or bo . 
borne back upon it as a corpse** — a motto not unworthy of a Chris- 
tian in the conflict in which he is engaged in the world. At the 
same time, according to the notion of the Romans, wounds are 
only to be accounted honorable as they are m front The old Ro- 
mans accounted scars of wounds received in battle as highly hon- 
orable, if on the front part of the person, and Caius Marius, solici- 
ting the consulship from the Koman people, boasts of these as 
Inarks of higher noMlity than ancestry or statues, whereas wounds 
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on the bAck were considered a foul disgrace and mark of cowardice. 
So, in contending for the faith, those sufferings only are honorable 
tiiat are the result of going forward^ or of steadily maintaining our 
ground ; whereas we cannot find language strong enough to ex- 
press our detestation of the wounds to their own honor and useful- 
ness, which they receive, who backslide from their profession, or 
turn their back on a once faithful position. ;0n practically living 
tip to our principles, our power of doing good in the world will 
greatly depend. Time was when certain practices in society could 
not be once named in connection with Covenanters, except to ex- 
press the fact that they two copld have no fellowship. Certain 
places, employments, and amusements, were, by common consent, 
regarded as wholly inconsistent with the life of a member of our 
church, ^hich were not remarked as anything out of the way in 
respect to others. Hence our people had a moral influence for 
good, we trust they shall never lose ; for should the time ever come 
-when, with high professions, and loud testimony-bearing we com- 
bine the loose practices and ungodly lives of multitudes who caH 
themselves Christians, we shall lose in proportion our influence for 
good. Indeed, truth and holiness have a reflex influence in respect 
to each other, as letting go the truth and backsliding from princi- 

{>le always lead to greater ungodliness of life. So often the prevft- 
ence of loose morals and a low state of godliness in the church, 
prepare the way for the abandonment of principle, so that anj 
church is ill-fitted to be a felt power in the world in which princi- 
ples and practice are not consistently combined. Again, as a 
moral and^iritual power, it should be our aim to mould and in- 
fluence human opimbn. Human opinion, so powerful for good or 
for evil among men, is like the calm bosom of some glassy lake. 
If you cast anything on its surface, it moves a centre and forms a 
circle. As this expands it is followed by another and another, still 
expanding and enlarging and pushing forward each till the whole 
surface from shore to shpre Is covered by undulfitions. Thus hu- 
man opinion is stirred and directed by that which, wisely or un- 
wisely, may be cast upon its surface, and according to the charac- 
ter of that by which it is moved, will its influence be for good or 
evil. Now, as Dr. Livingstone justly remar}i:s of missionary labor 
when be saye^^" It is probable the leaven which the missionary is 
introducing into the mass of the native mind, though it is unseen 
in its ejects, is of more valtie in relation to the great ultimate re- 
sults, than the individual conversions which occasion more joy at 
the time ;" so it may be with the mission and influence of such a 
church as ours^ If we can east trath into the waters, into which 
many are casting error, move and direct human opinion, and per- 
vade it with a healthy influence— if, like the actinic rays, we can 
paint God's ima^e on the human understanding, and by a mysteri- 
ous alchemy transfuse the elements of truth into the public mind, 
then, indeed, we will serve, as a church, a noble end. 

Again, we may contribute something to bring about ultimatehr 
true and real union among the people of ^od. Who so solemnly 
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bound to seek niiioa and Uniformk^ as w^? WbfO hate reodgo!-* 
sed our ooTeDant eogagements to seek the accomplishment of the 
Redeemer's prayer — " That they all may be one," as we ? Andi 
whilst we cannot join in any of these unions projected in our day 
-^though with Eenwick we hold that we cannot in any thing sepa*: 
rate from the Head that we may unite with the members^ yet we- 
may do something toward hastening the ultimate coming together 
of the people of God which we eispect shall yet be realized on 
earth ; ana this we cannot better accomplish than by exhibiting as 
the true basis of union the great scriptural imperishiftble principles' 
o£ our Covenanted Beformation. 

And lastly. We should aim at beine a power by doing Bome<» 
tiling more than we have yet attempted for the conversion of the 
world. It is said to one of the apocalyptic churches, that of Phila^ 
delphia — ^^ I have set before thee an open door, and no man can 
shut it ; for thou hast a little strength, and has kept my word and 
hast not denied my name/' Among men, churches of great worlds 
ly means and pecuniary resources are supposed to be best adapted, 
to prosecute tne work of evangelizing the world. Yet Philadel^ 
phia had only a little strength, before her was set an open door. 
An open do<»r before a little strength ! How encouraging to us to* 
put forth even a feeble eifoirt Little things often efiect wonderful 
results. The worm Jacob, it is promised, '^ shall thrash the moun*^ 
tidns and make the hills as ehafi*;'' and whilst nothing can surpass 
the greatness of the results, nothing can be more feeble than thee 
instrument employ^. Indeed, such is oftea God's way. When, 
our Lord stilled the tempest on the QalHean sea, he did not speafe 
ia a voice of thunder, or seizing the trump of the archangel blow a* 
blast which reached to the extremities of nature^-^he spoke in & 
still small voice of power — the whisper of Omnipotence was sufJ 
£joient. So that the apparent feebleness of the insttnment should 
never discourage usy if we have reason to believe the Lord is witb 
us in the effort. It was with the liveliest satis&ction that we heard 
of your proposal to co-operate with the church in Ireltod in occu* 
pying some field of misnonary labor ; and who can tell but that if 
we put forth a vigorous effort, though like Gideon we have botil? 
"been called to part with some we once hoped would have been ouF 
helpers in this work^-and though even united we have only alittld 
strength, who can tell with what success God may blew lis? 
Like Gideon'si chosen three hundred, we have brdken the earthen 
pitcher of every worldly connection and consideration that would, 
tempt us to hide our lamps. Let us try, then, with lights flashing 
on the darkness, and ike cnr on our lip*—" The sword of the Lord 
and of his Chrisf — what Israel's God in his faithfulness will en- 
able us to achieve. Nothing would endear Jlift two churches more 
to each other than such a united effort. One in .the Testimony, 
let them be one in the work of the Lord. Nothing, moreover, 
Would do the members of the respective churches more good. 
Then, like the purpling grapes in the same sutiny cluster, they 
would not only support each other, but prove, by works of real 



Digitized by 



Google 



Cihristian froitftilness, thftt, niiited by the feotitalk of a commpti 
&ith to the same great vine, tbej were themselves partakers of the 
root and oi the fatness. 

Having thus. Moderator, in our estimation a justifiable position 
and a noble mission, let* ns go on to perfection, with onr work 
steadily in view. Let ns remember that either prospierity may be- 
oome a temptation — that the sunshine of popular favor and ap- 
plause may be as truly dangerous as the storm of obloquy, reproacn, 
or persecution ; and that it is only by living near Qod and keeping 
olose to his truth and work, that we may expect stability to be 
secured, and that in the language of Scripture we *• shall n^ver be 
moved." I have stood, sir, by the ocean in a storm, as it lashed in 
fliry and foam against the low4ying beach and the projecting rock ; 
ana midst that wild play of the elements and fierce war of nature, 
I have speculated as to the results. To satisfv myself I have re- 
turned when the storm was at an end, and then I found that a 
sandbank here and there had shifted its position ; loose pebbles 
and shells had been rolled and tossed about and thrown sometimes 
into new and fantastic forms ; whilst the onlv efiect I could peiv 
ceive to have been produced by that terrible bombardment on the 
granite block or the basalt column, was that they were covered 
with the debris^ of their assailant, who had left behind unmistafcBk 
ble marks of his own defeat. Well, so it. is in the spiritual world. 
The same providential circumstances and temptations, which make 
tome shift their position and take new ground, only serve to show 
how stable grace can make others ; and thus whilst the things that 
can be shaken are removed, those things which cannot be shaken 
do remain. Of one thing we have good hope, yea, in it ftiU coif- 
ftdence, that during what remains of the Antichristian era, our 
Covenanted Ohurch, whatever reverses and loss of members she 
may suffer, will still be preserved, ai^id her liffht never wholly ex* 
tinguished— ^so necessary and so adapted to the wants of the world 
is the word of Christ's testimony by her means ; but that like those 
beautiftil staVs thi^ go round and round the pole, but never set, 
shining on till their light is mingled and blended with the light of 
day, so she keeping the word of Christ's patience and waiting for 
^e coming of her Lord, shall never have ner candlestick removed 
till her light merge in the glory of millennial day, when the churches 
at large, getting rid of everything that obscured their brightness, 
shall arise and shine, for their light shall then be come, and ihe 
glory of the Lord have risen upon them. 



ITBIA II8SI0R. 

We invite special attention to the interesting extracts given below from let- 
ters lately received from our Foreign Mission. They are highly encouraging, 
and give promise of ^eat results soon to be realized. (The offer of the Mir 
ttonat Aleppo is an offer that ought to be accepted. Aleppo is a large and 
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important town^^^he capital of a pa^lidic-*-«ii4 within retaonabfe distanoe ei 
Latakiydb. L«t the ohnroh rise to the demaocb of the oooasioD, aa she can eari* 
J do, an4 resolye upon an itnmedaate reinforoement of the Mission. Aleppo 
mnst by all means be occupied. Tarsns, the birthplace of Paul, calls to xm 
and offetB inducements to come and occupy. The place that gaVe Paul to 
the church has claims that may not be Hghily regarded. Let our cobgrega* 
tions all remember, the first Sabbath in December, the time fixed by Synod to 
make collections for this fund. W. 

LATAxrritt, Aognst 21at, 186S« 
At present I am sufferiDg from fever, and cannot write so fully 
Dpr 80 explicitly as I would desire. A new Medical College has just, 
"been set on foot at Beyrout. Your humble servant was politely 
tendered a professorship at 400 pounds a year, which I promptly 
declined, as pay heart is with my work with my Covenanter breth- 
ren, and I am ^s happy as the day is long in rowing our boat. 

We need one more missionary at least — ^two would be better. I 
hope to try traveling round some in the winter, and intend to taka 
doctoring excursions for the sake of my health, which seems to be 
quite broken. My earnest desire is, that God will spare me tp 
. teach a few faithfiil boys our blessed art before I die. But some- 
times the clouds thicken a little over my hopes in this respect. 

Augnit silt, 1866. 

Attendance on preaching continties good, better than any pjpe- 
vious summers. 'But the wars which have been waged in Lebanon 
— in sight of Latakiyeh — have at length reached the Ansariyeh 
mountains, and so all the country is in a state of brigandage, and tlKJ 
government, which thus fitr has been unable to check the Lebanon 
rebellion, is still less able to govern or check the widespread in- 
Bubordination which eenerally prevails over the country. One vil- 
lage only one hour n'om^Latakiyeh was, three days since, sackedi 
and everything — sheep, cattle, oxen, horses, &c. — ^taken. They 
may raid on Latakiyeh, but they cannot, in the face of men-of-war, 
do much. We have no soldiers in Latakiyeh now, but we do not 
in the least fear, as each of our houses is well supplied with effect- 
ive arms; and God. is with us — we are not afraia. The Aleppo 
Mission wish to turn over their properties to us on condition we 
will occupy them, but we cannot do so, unless we be reinforced* 
I hope ere long we may be able to spread our forces a little. On« 
man offered to give us a lot of ground in Tarsus, if we would build 
and occupy. 

The Sultan's authority is little esteemed just now, and the long 
tepected demise seems to be very near. Oh, what a shame that 
such a government is allowed to exist ! At my request, aH th« 
Consuls in Latakiyeh — some eleven — requested the government to 
take measures to suppress the lawless proceediuffs and give us an 
answer ; which answer came, but I do not think any other good 
can immediately, than that an opportunity will thus be furnished 
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By the concert of all tbe Powers reptesented to protest against the 
goverament as not beings worthy <rf recognition by other Powers. 
&f course this is locals Imt if all do so^ a rapid '<^i»nge may be ex- 
pected. 

We have been threatened onr lives if we go to tlie monntama 
now, and so oor work is in a measure closed for the present, 
though our schools keep on. My dear brother, I think there is 
but one way of success among these people, and that is by having 
schools among them, and as nearly as possible supported oy them 
— at least, they to iii^d the school-houses, and boara their own chil« 
dren and pay for their own books. They neither respect us nor 
our books, if they do not pay something; then, too, whatever ia 
done, is done on a good ba^s. We have schools taught now at 
less expense and with as good effect as ever before, where tba 
tiaacher is boarded, the room provided and the books bought. So 
we are literally at no expense save the price of teacher. Then, too, 
an important principle is fixed at the beginning, a proper idea^oi 
^ue received, I hope we may be able to flood this region with 
teachers, even at this rate ; and then as soon as.any one is able to 
teach his fellows, we will employ him at fair wages, provided he be 
Protestant. 

Many, many people now wish to be Protestants, f^A brother 
Beattie is rcither employed in keeping them out than in letting 
them in, as we know their motives are not good. Yet it is a 
pleasure tp us, evejci hypocrites thus testifying to the importance of 
religion. Brother Seattle is as punctual as the clock, and never 
feils to hold service every Sabbath. We hope the time has at last 
come when it will be prudent to preach in the villages, and brother 
Beattie intends, as soon as the weather is cool enough, to embark 
in this enterprise. 

ph for the prayers of the ChurcK I hope they will pot forget us. 

Yours, in ^covenant, David MsniMfT. 



P8ALI0DT. 



'^mi subject of JPsalmody has of late received but little notice in 
t^s magazine. The reason is not a want of interest in the sub- 
ject, or any indisposition to aid in iPaintaining the exclusive use 
pf ^\the book of rsalnas'' in praising^ God. ' We thought that the 
nation's duty \6 acknowledge Christ is especially the present 
truth. , Tbis belief has led us to employ largely our pages in ex- 
plainiiig and enforping^ this neglected national duty. Moreover, our 
u . P. brethren have given of late the question of psalmody a great 
deal of their attention, and in their controversies with those who 
denj that the book of Psalms is the onlv authorized matjter of 
praise, they have done their work so well as to leave us under 
no necessity to give a. helping hand. This article owes its exists 
ence not to any pressing need for further light on the subject of 
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peaJmodjr, but to notice a little Tolume vhioh has been laid on our 
table by its author, who is an aeqnaintance and neighbor. 

The title of the volume is, "A Vindication of the Letters on 
Psalmody, from the Strictures of John T. Pressly, D. D., by Wil- 
liam Annan/' The letters to which there is here reference, were 
reviewed with a good deal of keenness and severity, but with en- 
tire justice, in our pages sevei»al years ago. The Strictures of Dr. 
Pressly we do not recollect to have seen, but we doubt not that 
they were written with the characteristic abilitv and clearness of 
this author. Our remarks are suggested by looking over the Vin- 
dication, and we present tiiem just as they occurred in perusing 
the book. 

1. It is of no importance In the controversy about psalmody, 
whether the auth(Hized version was or was not the production of 
Bouse. That he had something to do with making it, is agreed on 
jail hands, and we have no ol^ection that for convenience it be 
called by his name. 

2. It is of no importance in the controversy, whether there are 
change and additions in Rouse's version. All agree that there are, 
.as there must be in anjr version, whether in metre or in prose. The 
only question respecting it is. Is it a version ? This is admitted 
on the other side. These mutual concessioner should place this 
point out of dispute. 

But this is not the mind of the author of the Vindication. 
<* Forty paces of the Letters on Psalmody," he informs us, are oc- 
cupied in lowing that Rouse's version contains expressions that 
are not in the Psalms in prose. By parallel columns and juxtapo- 
sitions, the important feu^t is demonstrated. The first part of the 
** Vindication," comprising sixty-seven pages, is devoted to the 
same object. Kow we ask, what has this to do with the argument 
in question ? 

A superficial reader of the pages noted above, might readily 
come to the conclusion that Mr. Annan had become a champion 
for the exclusive use of the Book of Psalms, and one of the strict- 
est sect, for he lectures with no little zeal our TJ. P. friends for 
nsing a version made with the usual poetic license. Kothing it 
seems will do him, but the very inspired words. Of course he will 
have to chant the Psalms in Hebrew. 

But broUier A. has not changed his mind on the subject. The 
pages referred to are employed to bring down, it is hoped, with 
crushing weight on those whom he opposes, the argumentum ad ho- 
minem. The design is to show that they, in using Rouse's version, 
do tiie very same thing that they condemn in others. Now sup- 
pose that this is true, does it prove anything? Does it add tne^ 
weight of a feather to the cause which is so eamestlv advocated ? 
We who contend for the exclusive use of " the Book of Psalms," 
may act very inconsistently in using Rouse^s version that has some 
changes ana additions, but how this justifies others in singing 
hymns, we cannot see. If we do a certain thing, that is no reason 
22 
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why they should do another thing altogether different, nor why we 
should not find fault with them ror doing it. 

But there is no place for the argumentum ad hommem. We will 
show this, and leave the forty pages in the " Letters," and sixty- 
seven pages in the "Vindication," just so much useless paper. 
What we claim for the psalms that we sing, is, that they are a version 
of inspired psalms. We hold that a version of inspired psalms should 
be exclusively used in praising God. Every body knows' that in 
changing prose into poetry, there must be the introduction of new 
words. We believe, however, that this does not necessarily change 
the meaning of what is versified. To do so would be to go be- 
yond the limit of poetic license. We deny that this is done in 
Jlouse's version. We do not claim inspiration for the version, but 
we claim inspiration for the psalms versified, and we contend that 
a version of these alone is to be sung in divine worship. Now if 
our neighbor was contending for the right to sing some other ver- 
sion of the psalms, his argument would have weight against ns. 
He could say, you sing a version that has words and lines that are 
not in the inspired psalms ; and therefore you cannot consistently 
blame us for singing another version liable to the same objection. 
But he does not contend for singing the hymns of Watt or any oth- 
er modern poet ob the ground that they are a version. His plea 
for hymn singing is, that the sentiment is scriptural, and the poe- 
try is good, and therefore they should be sung. Watt repudiated 
the idea of a version. He expressed the relation that his produc- 
tion sustained to the Psalms of David by the term "imitation." 
He claims that it is an excellence of his psalms that they are not a 
version. A literal version of some of tne psalms he declared it 
would be wrong to sing. 

Now apply the argument to the question as thus fairly stated. 
United Presbyterians, and Reformed Presbyterians, sing the best 
version of the inspired psalms they can obtain. From this pre- 
mise the first conclusion is, that therefore they cannot consistent- 
ly condemn singing an imitation of the Psalms, and hymns pre- 
pared from other portions of Scripture ; and the second conclusion 
IS, therefore it is right to sing imitations of the Psalms, and hymns. 
If this is not a fair statement of the argument occupying more<han 
one hundred pages in the two books, we confess ourselves utterly 
unable to uBderstand it. How much the cause of hymns is helped 
by such reasoning, we leave to others to judge. 

8. We looked at the instances of "vain repetition" exhibited 
from House, and we confess we were not led to admire the accura- 
cy of the vindicator. On page 19 of "Vindication," the words 
'* I delayed not," taken from Psalm 119: 60, are presented as the 
whole matter out of which the line, " I did not stay nor linger long, 
as those that slothful are," is manufactured by Bouse. In the 

f)rose the words are, "I made haste, and delaved not." Why 
eave out the words, " I made haste V It was doubtless an over- 
sight, but in such a case, care should be taken to be accurate. The 
additional words, "as those that slothful are," although not in the 
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psalm, is in perfect harmony with itj and therefore does not impair 
its claim to be a version. 

4. Passing over the body of the work, in which we find nothing 
new, we notice the contrast on page 189. We find there placed 
in parallel columns, the 12th chapter of Isaiah, and parts of fonr 
psalms in Rouse's version. The following sentence immediately 
precede3: "But perhaps we can in no method better illustrate 
the divine excellence of such passages, and their fitness to compose 
a part of the high praises of Israel's God, than bv the foUowiYig 
contract." The passages alluded to are some highly poetical parts 
of Isaiah and other Old Testament books. These are contrasted 
with some of the Psalms of David, with the evident design to show 
the superiority of the former over the latter. The fact that the 
psalms on the one side of the contrast are taken from Rouse's ver- 
sion, is of no account in the matter, for the contrast is betv^en the 
sentiments of the two parts of the word of God. It is most mani- 
fest, if the writer understood the logic of his contrast, he meant to 
say that there are parts of the Book of Psalms that are too bad to 
be sung. We compare things where the one is good, and the 
other is better ; we contrast where the one is bad, and the other is 
good. We must say that we have not seen in the writings of 
either Renan or Colenso, any thing more disparaging to the word 
of Godj than this contrast in its connection. 



H.S^IOBIAL OF RBT. WILIIAI ANDEBSOIl. 

Mr. Anderson died in the 71 st year of his age. His surviving 
family consists of a widow and two daughters, one of whom is wite 
of Rev. Robert T. Martin, of Wishaw : three daughters died in 
early youth. 

A few of the more prominent traits of his public work and char- 
acter seem deserving of a brief record. He was distinguished as— 

1. An earnest^ abk^ and eicccessful preacher of the O-ospeL Endow 
ed with remarkable strength of constitution, which fitted him o- 
undergo much sustained labor without a sense of fatigue, and with 
singular energy and activity of mind, he willingly consecrated all 
his powers to the great work of declaring the "unsearchable riches 
of Christ," and of seeking the salvation of perishing sinners. In a 
presentation address tendered to him by his congregation and oth- 
ers, in March, 1865, the following appropriate and judicious testi- 
mony is borne to the excellency and power of Mr. Anderson's 
preaching: — "Christ, in his sufferings and glory, formed the 
groundwork of all your preaching. Impressed with a deep sense 
of the solemnity and responsibility of your office, the infinite value 
of God's salvation, the momentous consequences involved, your 
preaching was not of that superficial character which merely at- 
tracts the attention and pleases the intellect; but, on the contrary, 
has been 'eminently fitted to awaken the sinner to a sense of his 
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owfol condition^ and bv the bletsdliig of God, to lead Mtn to 1^6 
atoning blood of the Lamb. Possessed of a vigoroirs intellect, a 
^comprehensive mind, a clear judgment, a heart sanctified by 
grace, combined with an extensive acquaintance ^ith the Divine 
word, and a correct knowledge of human nature, your preaching 
hf^B beeen characterized by peculiar unction and power, and was 
singularly fitted both to awaken the dinner, and edify and comfort 
the saint." With him, preaching theglorious gospel was, in truth, his 
delightsome work, and Christ and bis finished salvation, his dar- 
ling theme. He preached the word in season a^ out of season, as 
before God, and m the near view of the Saviour's appearance aitd 
kingdom. J3e always preacl^d on ^^great subjects,*' and was uni- 
formly listened to with wrapt attention, not only by those to whom 
he statedly ministered, but by brethren in the ministrjr, and many 
<ythersii« in distant places, ilia pulpit ministrations indicated no 
lack of freshness and pow^r on to the last. As singularly charac- 
teristic of his spirit and aim as a preacher, and as a remark- 
able dose to iiis pulpit labors, mav be mentioned the subjects of 
hm last public discourses. On Sabbath, the 8th Of April last, on 
the occasion of the death of a godly elder, to whom he iv«s much 
attached, he preached on 2 Got. 6 : 2 ; on the following Sabbath, cfa 
Phil. 1 : 21— **For to me to live is Christ ;" and on Sabbath, the 
22d of April, the theme of the last sermon whi<$h he pireached wad, 
Phil. 1 : 21— "For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain." When 
it is considered that from tiie time of his being licensed, till his 
last appearance in the pulpit, during a period of forty-eight years, 
he was all thii? time employed, with the full powers of a^sanctified 
intellect and devoted heart, in making known the glory of the Re- 
deemer, and the riches of his grace, it is impodsible to estimate 
fully the amount of good that was effiseted through his ministry. 

2. As a faithful am heroic vsUne$sfor the 0(mse<jf ChrisL Early d£d he 
embrace, from the fullest conviction, the grand principles of out 
fathers' blood^eakd testimony ; ably and earnestly did he advocate 
them ; and by his voice and writings he did much to advance 
them. With unswerving fidelity he contended for them to the 
last, as his own most valued treasure, as inseparably connected 
with the promotion of the Redeemer's glory in the earth, and lis 
principles eesqntial to the best interests of the church of Christ, 
>and the peiaoe and prosperity of th^ nations. In no sectarian 0t 
•divisive «pirit did our beloved father plead for the trutlas of 
-a Covenanted testimony. &e held thcfm as integral articles of the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints, and Bis the basis Of a 
holy scriptural union, which &od once remarkably ownred in these 
lands, and which is destined hereafter to be the standard to which 
the different sections of the chnroh of Christ, now unhappily di- 
vided, will gather, when the Lord ehall be king over all the earth, 
when there shall be one Lord, and his name<yne.- Nor was it a 
testimony only in theory—the mere abstract principles of a testi- 
mony — which Mr. Anderson held, and for which he earnestly cot^ 
tended. It was the testimony in behalf of **Christ*B Crown tad 
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Coveoant/* ia ita legitimate application. His powerfal disconrset 
and addresses, delivered on many occasions, fix>m the pulpit and 
platform, and in ecclesiastical courts, showed his clear and just 
views of the right application of a scriptural testimonv. His 
"Claims of the Divine Government/' his "Voice of Een wick,'" and 
other later writings, unanswered and unanswerable as they are^ 
evince his full aod intimate acquaintance with the foithful con* 
tending of Christ's owned and honored witnesses ; and also, his 
keen sighted and judicious discernment in applying the testimony 
for truths to. the condemnation of great systems of error, and for 
the vindication of the ^church's liberties, and the nation's honor. 
We may add that he was eminently endowed with the spirit of 
Christ's faithful witne^es and Covenanted martyrs. He had a 
lar^ portion of the prayerful, devoted, firni, unyielding, and yet 
loving spirit of Cargill, Cameron and Eenwick. Throughout life, 
he made great sacnfices for the maintenance and advancement of 
the cause which he dearly loved. Had he lived in the " martyr ^ 
times," we cannot doubt that he would willingly have surrendered 
life itself, and sealed his testimony with his blood, rather than part 
with the least jot or tittle of a scriptural testimony. Our del)arted 
father was greatly honored to bear throughout life so full and dis- 
tinct a testimony to the royal prero^tives of Messiah the Prince. 
We cannot doubt that he was identified with tiiQ ^^ two wUnesseSj^' 
of the Apocalypse, the "two anointed ones," and the " two torch^ 
bearers," that " stand before the God of the earth," and that he is 
now in his exalted position one of "the great cloud of witnesses," 
with which surrounded, we are admonished to " run with patience 
the race before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of 
ojor faith." 

8. JKs Ohriedan pk^nthrcpy and enUghtened zeal are deserving of 
special notice. Here he knew no denominational distinctions ; v ad 
Iw strikingly «semplified what lias frequently been seen in the 
hdstory of the church, that the firmest attachment to strict prino 
d^le and godly practice is perfectly consistent with a catholic 
spirit and large-hearted benevolence. With the friends of truth 
and humanity, of whatever name, he readily coroperated in works 
of righteousness and public- utility. The cause of pure Bible ciiv 
onlation— the due observance of the Christian Sabbath, as the best 
sftfe-jguaird of the church's purity, and of the nation's ri^ts — the 
freedom of the enslaved — the cause of scriptural temperance, and 
viaridos other sul^ects of public importance connected with the na- 
tion's ri^ts^ genuine morality, and true religion, found in him a 
powerful and consistent advocate. In the more private walks of 
life, be lived to aid the helpless, relieve the distressed, and comfort 
the afflicted. His skill in medicine, and his practical knowledge of 
things of common life, rendered him a benefactor and a blessing to 
many around him. In philanthropic effort he withheld no labor, 
and he spared no expense of time and means ; and in cases of 
spreading and destructive epidemics, he willingly hazarded life 
itself that he might relieve human suffering and misery. The 
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poor and helpless^ to whom he ministered, and for whose benefit he 
exercised his influence, mnst feel that in his removal they have 
lost a friend of no ordinary ^nd. The tearfbl re^ts of the 
widow and fatherless will embalm his memory. In the 
young — not only of his own flock, but also in those beyond — ^he 
took the deepest interest. Many students when attending the Uni- 
versity found a home in his &mily, and received lasting benefit 
from his able discourses and paternal advice. With the youth of 
the different families with whom he had intercourse, he was a 
favorite, and manv to whom he was a judicious counselor and a 
faithful friend, will loni? remember him for the deep concern which 
he evinced in their welfare, and the sacrifices which he cheerfully 
made for their benefit. 

4. Eminently was he distinguished for his vifforous and sustained 
piety. His lignt shone conspicuously in his strong faith in the truth 
as it is in Jesus — in the spirit of prayer that breathed in his public 
services, and sanctified his intercourse and common actions — ^in his 
loving, confiding spirit, and in his joyful hopes. He lived in daily 
and near communion with God. He realized his Master's gra- 
cious presence. He sought theP things that &re above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. Coming forth to hi* 
public work and trials, into domestic scenes, and to intercourse 
with friends, and to cases of suffering and distress, as from .the 
presence-chamber of the King, his face, like Moses' shone; and the 
attractive light diffused around him, at once solemnized and glad- 
dened those with whom he came in contact. His piet^ was of no 
ordinary type. It was masculine, and at the same time humble 
and unostentatious— winning and subduing. Many survivors can 
bear testimony to the warmth and tenderness of his friendship. 
Even when he differed from brethren, and their views and his came 
into collision, there was no abatement of his tender regard, or of 
his deep interest in their welfare. He was wholly incapable of 
cherishing personal animosity against an opponent, and he 
scorned to say or do anything toward those n*om whom he dif- 
fered in sentiment that would tend to injure their reputation 
and usefulness, and that was in the least degree of the nature 
of revenge. 

Finally, his later contendings for the truth — those connected with 
the disruption that took place in the Reformed Presbyterian 
Church in this country, were in behalf of the principles which 
from heartfelt convictSm he early espoused^ and which, throughout 
life, he earnestly maintained. For a length of time before the 
disruption took place, and when it occurred, he felt it to be 
most painful to stand in opposition to those with whom he had 
long been intimate, and witn whom he had co-operated in im- 
portant labors. To his generous, loving heart, the separation from 
former brethren was most trying. But he felt there was left 
him no alternative but to maintain the truth at all hazards ; and 
in attachment to Christ's cause, and in devoted regard to the hon- 
or of Zion's King, to " go fbrth to Him without the camp, bear- 
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ing his reproach." Two considerations may suffice to show 
that, however mistaken and misrepresented, by those who have an 
interest in vindicating defection and apostasy, has been the course 
which Mr. Anderson adopted at the period of the disruption, it 
was, in the fullest sense, aiitiful and proper. 1. If the pleadings 
and public acts of Covenanted witnesses from the days of Ren- 
wick and the Revolution, down to the time of the excellent 
fathers in the ministry that, have been recentlv removed by death, 
are founded on truth and approve*! of tto5 — if the Testimony 
which the church has emitted, and which all its ministers, elders, . 
and members are solemnly pledged to maintain and defend, is 
sound and scriptural, then it is clear to a demonstration that Mr. 
Anderson and those who co-operated with him were right in the 
position they assumed ; and tnat others, so far as they differed 
from himi, were departing from the Testimony, and that the blame 
and guilt of the disruption rests with them. 2. Parties at a dis- 
tance, as the Reformed Presbyterian Churches in Ireland and 
Anierica, had not, from the first, the slightest hesitation in de- 
ciding who had the right on their side, and at once accorded 
their - heartfelt sympathies and approval to those who, from a 
sense of duty, clung to the standard of truth, resisting firmly all 
wavering and defection. The incessant and exhausting labor of 
mind aad body to which our reverend father was subjected in 
later years, told in impairing his health, and perhaps in shortening 
his days. But in such labors he nobly " served his generation, by 
the will of God ;** and we have no doubt that his fiiithful contena- 
ings in speeches and writings, will, in future years, be reckoned 
among the ablest pleadings in behalf of our fathers' scriptural and 
time-houored testimony. 

The removal from the church on earth of this devoted minister, , 
presents a solemn and distinct call for special improvement. We 
should bless God for conferring on the church such a precious gift 
of his love — for his high gracious endowments — his eminent useful- 
ness — ^his bright example, and his victory in death. This was 
through the peculiar favor of Zion's exalted King, and He should 
have all the glory. The bereaved family and flock of our de- 
parted father, have all ground of consolation in Christ in this 
trial. He who conferred on them no ordinary privilege in their 
lengthened fellowship with such a loving and devoted man, and 
to whom he often committed them, will sustain and ^uide and 
bless them. He will be their strength in weakness, their light in 
darkness, and their sure and everlasting portion. *^He being 
dead yet speaketh." To brethren in the ministry and eldership, 
and others, the adherents of a Covenanted testimony, the ex* 
ample of our departed father is fraught with the most weighty 
instruction, admonishing them to diligence and devotedness in 
labors for Christ and his church, to cherish the same loving, 
earnest, prayerful spirit, and to be faithful to the death in wit- 
nessing for the royal prerogatives of the Redeemer. The hit?h- 
est honor that can be done to his memory, is to lift up and faith- 
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largely toe excellent spirit which he manifested, steadfisistly reeist- 
ng all defection from scriptural attainments, and seeMng con- 
stantly, as he did, to be found of the Saviour in peace at his* 
coming, without spot and blamdess. — Ilef. PreA. wUnefs. 



PBOPOS^ilS fOK i WBBIIT HIWSPiPIK. 

TDB ACTIOK OV 6TN0D*S COICMITTSB OK IHS WOEK Of VAKOHAIi BB* 

TO&MATION. 

Thx committee appointed b^ Synod to ''write, publish and circu- 
late documents, on this subject — ^to observe tne phases of the 
movement, and to take such action, as in their judgment may 
seem proper," held its first meeting in Philadelphia, on the 18th 
and 19th of September last. As no fbnds had been appropriated 
by Synod for this work, it was decided that in no way could the 
committee promote so effectually the object of theii^ appoint- 
ment, as bj devisingsome plan, on which the members of the B.P. 
Church might unite in the establishment of a weekly paper, devo- 
ted to the advocacy of the scriptural principles of ciim government 
Careful examination, on reliable data, led the committee to the 
following conclusions : 

1. That the conduct of a newspaper, in these days bf advanced 
journalism, demands the whole time of at least one competent ed- 
itDr« 

2. That the inevitable expenditures for the first three or four 
years, must considerably increase any income which can reasona- 
bly be expected. 

8. That there is ^ood reason to hope, that within that space of 
time, the subscription list may, by a diligent and united effort, be 
advanced to a pomt at which the paper wil\ be self-sustaining. 

The committee, therefore, 

Reaobed^ 1. To call for from ^0,000 to 920,000 for the estab^ 
ishment of such a paper ; this fundto be raised by subscriptions, 
payable one-half in advance, the remainder in two annual install- 
ments. With less than the above sum, the enterprise will not be 
undertaken. 

2. Coinciding with a judgment expressed in many quarters of 
the church, the committee tendered the editorial chair to Rev. D. 
M'Allister, of Walton, New York, subject to the approval of his 
Presbytery. 

3. It was arranged that the above frind shall be placed in the 
hands of competent and responsible men, to be appointed by the 
committee from among the contributors — ^these directors to have 
power to fill any vacancies occurring in their own number. With 
their advice and consent, the editor shall expend the above fund 
for the interest of the paper. The whole annual income shall also 
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be expended for the same purpi^Be ; but if at any time a surplus 
sball remain above what can be judiciously so expended, the 
directors may declare a dividend to the contributors. And in 
case of the suspension of the paper or the accomplishment of the 
reform to whicn it is devoted, any funds or efiects remaining shall 
be similarly distributed. The directors bhall likewise employ such 
editorial force as shall be necessary from time to time. 

4. Further particulars as to location, name, price, &;c., will be 
determined afber the requisite fund for the establishment of the 
paper shall have been obtained. 

. Having a specific end in view, the paper will not trench upon the 
field now occupied by the Monthly Maffazine. Everything strictly 
pertaining to tne interior work of the church — news of ecclesiastic 
cal courts— the discussion of internal questions, moststill be sought 
in the paees of the Beformed Presbyterian and Covenanter. While no 
pains wiU be Glared to make this a first class general newspaper, its 
special purpose will be the discussion of the divine principles oi 
civil society, and the agitation of such measures of reform as will 
brinff this nation into relations of loyalty to the Messiah. 

The sum of $2,300 has already been subscribed for this purpose 
in the city of Philadelphia, of which sum, three individuals sub- 
scribed 1500 each, and $4,800 have just been added in New York. 

In the jud^ent of the committee, it is hardly possible to over^ 
estimate the importance of this enterprise. Eftbrt and sacrifice and 
hearty co-operation with the blessingof the Redeemer, whose the 
work is alone, can give it success. Uoping that their action may 
commend itself as favorably to the rest of me brethren, as it has to 
those who have already indorsed it with their contributions, the 
committee await the response of the church. Pastors are request- 
ed to bring the subject before their congregations. Prompt action 
will be needed, if the paper is to begin as is desired with the New 
Year. Communications may be addressed to the Secretary, 1329 
Vine St., Philadelidjia, or to any member of liie committee* 

S.O, Wylib, Chairman. 
T. P. Stbvbnson, Secretary. \ /v^^,v^^^ 
J.R.W.SloW ^Committee. 

A. M. MlLLIGAN, 



CAUSES OF THARISOITlNli. 

The Commission of Synod to prepare causes of thanksgiving, 
present the following : 

The duty of thanksgiving has an undoubted Scripture warrant. 
"0 give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make known his 
deeds among the people, sing unto him, sing psalms unto him, talk 
ye of all his wondrous works." "It is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord." "By him, therefore, let us offer the sacrifice of 
praise to God continually, that is the fruit of our lips, giving 
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thanks UDto his name." We mention the following blessing? as 
calls to thanksgiving to the God of all our mercies. 

1. The way of salvation through the atoning death of Christ, ap- 
plied bv the Holy Spirit- 

2. The Holv Scriptures and the preaching of the gospel in which 
Christ and salvation are o£&red to us. 

3. The visible church organized according to the divine pattern, 
and the ordinances of grace dispensed to us. And the prospect of a 
continued ministry in the increase of students in the Seminary. 

4. A public testimony for truth emitted and maintained in behalf 
of Christ, and his cause and kingdom on earth. 

^ 5. The ag^resions made on the dominion of Satan, by our mis- 
sions in S^na, and in the southern States of this country, and the 
success of the evangelical efforts of the churches in the same 
cause. ^ 

• 6. The interest awakened throughout the country in behalf of the 
oppressed African race, resulting in the security of their liberty, 
by the amendment of. the Constitution. And the stability of the 
great body of the people of the North in preserying-these fruits of 
the war, endangered by the traitorous course of the President 
and his advisers. 

7. The peace and prosperity of the country after the terrible 
scourge of war. In a good degree we have been preserved from 
the epidemic that prevailed so ratally in many parts of the Eastern 
continent The earth has also yielded abundant increase. 

8. The deadly wound that the man of sin has received by the 
war in Europe. Popish Austria has been forced to make import- 
ant confessions to Protestant Prussia. The despot of France has 
been taught that there is a will to which he must yield. Abso- 
lutism is tottering to its final fallJ 

9. The successful laying of the Atlantic telegraph cable. This 
enterprise, bringing as it does the nations of the world into imme- 
diate intercourse, is of itself suflicient to mark this year as an epoch 
in history. 

For these tokens of divine favor to the Church and to the world, 
as well as for all the blessings received, we are called on to ffive 
special thanks to God. For this end, Thursday, the 29th of Ifo- 
vember, is appointed'to be observed^by all under the care of §ynod, 
as a day of thanksgiving. Thomas Sproull, Chairman. 

Allegheny, October 19, 1866. 



PROCEEDINGS 0^ ROCHESTER PRESBITERT. 

The Rochester Presbytery met in the city of Rochester, Wednes- 
day, October 3. The ministerial members were all present, except 
J. M. Johnson, who is engaged in the Natchez Mission, by appoint- 
ment of the Central Board of Missions. 
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A commission, consisting of R. D. Sproull and S. Bowden, 
with ruling elder James Campbell (W. M'Craeken, his alternate), 
were appointed to settle cases of difficulty in the congregation of 
Toronto ; said commission to meet lit as early date as possible. 

The name of the congregation of Glengary was changed to Lo- 
chiel. 

James Campbell, member of Synod's Seminary Endowment 
Committee, brought the matter of the Endowment before the Pres- 
bytery, whereupon thfe foUowing^resolution was adopted : That 
Presbjrtery urge the matter of the Endowment upon the several con- 
gregations under their care, and direct the sessions to inform Mr. 
Campbell before the 1st day of January, 1867, whether it will be 
best m their judgment for the session in each congregation to use 
efforts for increasing the Endov/ment themselves, or request Mr. 
Campbell to visit the congregations for this purpose. 

According to directions renewed at last meeting of Synod, the sev- 
eral pastors were asked whether thfe salary they received was suffi- 
cient for their comfortable support. Nearly all answered in the 
negative ; but under the circumstances it was deemed best that 
Presbytery take no further action in the matter, except that an 
additional supplement of fifty dollars per year was ordered to be 
granted to the pastor of Ramsay congregation. 

In regard to the plan adopted at last meeting of Synod for the 
payment of traveling expenses, it was resolved that the Presbytery 
take no action in the matter, as being in their judgment imprac- 
ticable. 

Mr. Hannay was appointed to supply in Syracuse, the second 
Sabbath of October, and Mr. Scott in Lisbon, the fourth Sabbath 
of October, and first and second Sabbaths of November.* The re- 
maining appointments were left to the Iterim Committee of Sup- 
plies. 

. Presbytery adjourned to meet in Rochester the 1st Wednesday 
of May, 1867, at 10, A. M. 

S. BowDBN, Clerk of Presbytery. 



RBS0LUTI0S8 ON THE DEATH OF PIOF. JilES IL WILLSON, D.Q. 

At a meetinff of the First Reformed Presbyterian ooagregation^ Philadel- 
phia, held October Ist, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted : 

Eesohedf 1. That we regard with unfeigned sorrow^ the death of oar late 
esteemed pastor, Prof. Jas. M. Willaon, D. D. 

2. That while we recognize in this dispensation the hand of an all-wise Prov- 
idence, we cannot but mourn the loss which the whole Church has sustained, 
and we cannot but feel that the Bef. Pres. Church has lost one of .her ablest, 
most faithful and uncompromising defenders, and her nrinistry one of its 
brightest ^ornaments. 

3. That we hereby desire to bear testimony to the devbtedness, fidelity and 

*A8 Mr. Scott has, since the acUonrnment of Presbyterj, been notified of his appoint- 
ment as Provisional Professor in the Theological Seminary, he wiU not be able to 
falfil the above appointments. 
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zeal of this faiihfU senrant oi Cbrist finr tbe ip«od of tWeut^-ttgh^ yeaiB, da- 
ring whiob time we enjoyed his paatoral oare. 

4. That we recognize this mysterious dispensation of divine proyidenoe as 
peculiarly addressed to ns, in view of the intimate reladon which the deceased 
so long sustained to ns. 

5. That we tender our affectionate sympathies to his bereaved and afflicted 
family, and fervently implore for them the rich oonsolatdons of that gospel he 
^o faithfnllv preached to ns, and eommend them to the compassion of Him in. 
niiom the mtherless find mercy. 

6. That these resolutions be published in the Reformed I¥ed)yiencm and 
OovenanteTj and also in the Evangdiccd Repomtary. 

Davti> Smith, 
Chrh €f QangregaUmici meelmg* 



UNUTB OF THE BOAtS Of FO&EieX 1I8U0M IK REFEBfSCB TO ftm 
DSATS OF PROF. J. E WllLSOS. 

Ths Board rectnrds with fedings of deep sonow the death of Bev. Prrf. 
Jas. M. Willson» D. D., one of our number, and a mend>er of the Board since 
its organization in 1855. Profoundly impressed witJi the importance of thd 
Mission work, and alive to the obli^tions of the Church m this direction, 
Dr. Willson ¥ras active and constant m his efforts to further these great inter- 
ests. His attendance upon our meetings was uniform; never absent, excqpt 
through unavoidable reasons, and marked with the strictest punctuality. He 
was wise in council, judicious in suggestion, prompt in comprehending and in 
dealing with the questions, oflen grave and difficult, that from time to time 
claimed the attention of the Board. Through many years our personal and 
dfficial intercourse with him was of the most pleasant and agreeable character. 
What has been loss to us we are well persuaded has been gain unspeaikable to . 
him. In his death we would hear the voice of the Master calling to prepai^ 
to give an account of our stewardship, and in the meanwhile to increased dilir 
gence and fidelity in serving the Lord. S. 0. Wylis, CAatrmosi*, 

T. P. Stbvbnsoi^, Sec. 



BBS0LUT10R8 ON TIB DEATH OF WI. JOHN WIGGINS. 

At a meeting of the teachers of the Sabbath school of the 2d Reformed 
Presbyterian Congregation, New York, the fi^Uowing minute was unanimously 
adopted : 

That in the afflictive but all-wise providenee of God, our dearly beloved 
brother and fellow laborer, Wk. John Wiogins, was, on the 17th day of 
July last, somewhat suddeidy removed from his work here and from among us 
by death. The deceased was connected with this Sabbath school from its &rst 
organization; he was^irolled among its first shoolais. Having very early ia 
life made a public profession, he Whs sooni afterward appointed a teacher, and 
from that time until two Sabbaths before his death, he continued to be a faith« 
ful, laborious, and very siuQcessfnl Sabbath school teacher among us.- We all 
remember with gratitude to God, his kindness of heart, his devotion to his 
Master's work, the great interest he took in whatever would promote the bene- 
fit and enlargement of the Sabbath school, and tiie wonderful pleasure he 
felt in contrikmttng to the ifflfa>ovementy happiness^ and comfort of the chS> 
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dren. Very pleasant liast thou been to ns, oar dear birotlier; thy love for 
•Christ and his work here was strons^ surpassing the love of woman. 

While we deeply sympathize Wim his bereaved widow, father and friends 
in this afflictive providence, yet when we remember his unfeigned faith, his 
works and labors of love, his peaceful and triumphant death, we would com- 
fort them as well as ourselves with the declaration, '^ Blessed are the dead that 
die in the Lord, from henceforth ) yea, saith the Spirit, they n^y rest from 
their labors, and their works do follow them." 

We would take this as another admonition to work while it is called to-day. 
Some of us are just enterins upon the great work of Sabbath school teaching, 
others have been lone in &e service, but let us all remember that it is only 
the grace of God and his Spirit filling our hearts with love to himself, his 
work here, and to the children, that will enable us, hke our departed brother, 
4x> endure until the end, and to hear the voice of the blessed Master himself 
faying, << Well done, good and faithful servant ; enter ye into the joy of 
your Lord." 

Resohed^ That a eopy be presented to his father and to his widow, and that 
« copy be f(»warded to the Me/ormdd Bretbyt^rum and Covenanter for pub* 
fieation. John J. Lon% Secretary. 



OBITVIRIEI. 

Died, at Blkhom, Washington Co., 111., March 20th, 1866, of consumption, 
Robert J. Smith, in the 27th year of his age. Mr. Smith was born in the 
county and State in which he died, where he remained until the year 1847, 
when his parents removed to St. Louis, Mo. After acquiring an excellent 
education, ne engaged in commercial pursuits, for which he soon developed & 
-remarkable talent, and quickly rose to eminence in his calling. Pursuing his 
vocation with ardor, diligently devotins his time and attention to business, he 
rapidly gained a reputation for fitness, honesty, and skill in his profession, that 
gave him a high rank in t^ mercantile community of St. Ltuis, Having ac- 
quired by his industry and perseverance a position in life in which his useful- 
ness was daily beo<Hning more and more apparent, when his friends were 
rejoicing in his success, and the church — with which at an early period he 
had been united-^recognized his abilitv and worth, he was suddenly stricken 
down, receiving bodily injuries which resulted in that fatal disease, 
'Which at a later day terminated his life. Partially recovering from 
the effects of these injuries, which for a time confined him to his bed, he 9e- 
turned to business, but with ener^s impaired and reduced strength. But a 
short time sufficed to develop the fatal disease, and by the advice of physician 
and friends, he gave up his business in the city, and removed to the vicinity 
of his residence at death, tft engaged in business in the country. For a 
time all promised well ; his business was exceedingly prosperous, his strength 
seemed to have returned, and his ultimate restoration to health was hopefully 
lodLed f<»r. But alas, these hopes were vain and transient, the disease quickly 
assuming a mali^ant form, and striking «t the very vitals of his life, com- 
piled him to rehdquish his worldly pursuits, and devote his remaining days 
in preparing for death. As the disease progressed his sufferings increased, 
and during the last year of his life, his sufferings were unusuallv severe, yet 
lie patiently bore his afflictions, knowing that Ue who triumphed over death, 
hell, and the grave, was his Bedeemer. At midnight, peacefully, calmly, in 
full possession of all his faculties, conscious of the immediate presence of 
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death, and after an affectionate recognition of his &ithfnl and loving wife, 
whose care and tenderness had soothed and cheered him in his afflictions, he 
passed away. '* Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord/' 

The deceased was kind and amiable in his deportment, seriona and refleciiTe 
in his life, and manifested a strong attachment* to the chnrch and her ordinan- 
ces. He was a deacon of the St Lonis congregation, and discharged idl the 
duties pertaining to his office, with zeal and fidelity, until the period of his re- 
moval to Elkhom. The memory of his many virtues is a rich legacy to the 
sore hearts of parents, wife, and children, to whom he was peculiarly endeared. 
Long shall we mourn him, and we never can forget him. Com. 



Died, at Sugartree Bidge, Ausr. 29th, 1866, Dr. Alkxandeb Gnisa. ffis 
disease was called congestion of the liver. 

Before removing to this place, he had been practicing medicine at Cedar- 
ville, where he joined the Bef. Pros, congregation. Some four years befbre 
hb death he located at this Ridge, out of the bounds of any congregation in 
the church. He was occasionally present at the ordinances in Cedarville, and 
also at Cincinnati. He was a man of fine education, eminent medical ability, 
clear judgment, and combined with all, great prudence. His medical practice 
was large, and he was very successful His deportment was of a hign moral 
tone, and his daily walk was that of a Christian. He did wrong to go beyond 
the bounds of the church, but he had it in view at no distant day removing 
from that plaice to some congregation. A United Presbyterian minister who 
visited him several times during his affliction, aaid his conversation was very 
satisfactory and comforting. The Dr. nimself told me when near his dissolu- 
tion, that he was at peace with God ; that his way was clear, and that he bad 
no doubt of his interest in Christ. He was entirely rational through all his 
sickness, which lasted some eight days. Though no blood relation witnessed 
his death, he had so endeared himself to many hearts, that many tears were 
shed for him, and many mourners joined his funeral train. We mourn not for 
him, as those that have no hope. Let the living, the living lay it to heart, 
and learn <* how frail man is.'^ Com* 

. • United Pntlbyterian please copy. 

Died, in Brighton, N. T., in the 63d year of her age, Euza G., wife of 
W. M'Lerron, bte of Barnet, Yt She acceded to the K. P. Church in tl^ 
year 1823, under the pastoral care of the late Bev. Jas. Milligan. She contio- 
ued in the same connection, living a coosistent Christian life, beloved and res- 
pected by all who knew her. Her children, of whom she left nine, seven soua 
and two daughters, have risen up and called her blessed ; her husband also 
praiseth her. She has done him good and not evil all the days of her life. 

Com. 



BOOI NOTICES. 



A DiftSlBTATIOll 09 THB KaTURB AlTD AdMIBISTRATIOIT OF THB ObDIBABOB OF BaT- 

TisM. In two parts. By William SomerviUe, P. M. 

The first part of this work vras published a nnmber of years ago. 
It treated of the mode of baptism. We remember that we were 
greatly pleased with the clear manner in which the argument was 
presented. The second part discusses the subject or infant bap- 
tism. By stripping the question of all extraneous matter, the au- 
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thorhas narrowed the scriptural arena of controversy. In making 
concessions to Anti-pedobaptists, he forces them to yield the entire 
ground from which they defend their position. We thank the 
author for the copy which he has kindly sent us. 

Ths Ohuboh and thb Wobld, at the final outbreak of Eril and Reyelation of Anti- 
christ, &c. £7 Bey. J. Gregory, A. M. ; with an Appendix by Mrs. A. 
P. Jolifee. Reprinted from the London edition. 

Solomon's observation, "of making many books there is no end," 
is likely to be verified in regard to the subject of the millennium. 
Whether from a latent fear that after all, their system does not rest on 
a firm foundation, or some other cause^ the advocates of a corporeal 
appearance of Christ before the millennium, are determined to be 
heard. -We feel disposed to say to them as the Quaker said to the 
Universalist : "If thy doctrine is true, we don't need thee ; if it is 
not true, we don't want thee." 

But we do not view such books as these as merely harmless. 
They are hurtful. The tendency is to lead away the mind 
from the great point of Christ's spiritual reign, and fix it on a mere 
visible manifestation of his humanty. He will reign over ti^e 
earth by his law, but his throne is, and ever will be In heaven. 

We take pleasure to inform our readers that the U. P. Board of 
Publication has published an edition of the Bible with Davidson's 
explanatory notes. The Board have procured the original plates, 
and are now prepared to issue an unlimited number of copies. 
This is the best edition of reference Bible extant The notes by 
Dr. Davidson, are judicious. Indeed, this book might be termed 
an epitomized commentary on the Bible. The execution is much 
superior to the foreign editions. The paper is good, the type clear, 
and the binding is Turkey morocco, with flexible backs. To min- 
isters, students, and young people generally, we earnestly recom- 
mend this edition of the Holy Scriptures. Price f 3.75. 

The last No. of the Covenanter contains a prospectus of Ser- 
mons AND Addresses by Alexander Henderson, 1638. We are in- 
formed that the original manuscripts have been lately discovered 
in Lanarkshire, and afre now in the possession of Eev. Eobert T. 
Martin, minister of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, Scotland. 
The manuscripts have been submittedto competent judges and are 
pronounced genuine. 

This will be a work of interest to Covenanters, not only on ac- 
count of the high estimation in which the memory of the author is 
held, but because, also, of the light which it may be expected to 
shed on the events that occurred in the times when these addresses 
were delivered. We have no doubt that many of our readers will 
become subscribers. The work will be put to press by Mr. Martin, 
80 soon as four hundred subscribers are obtained. The book will 
contain from 600 to 600 pages. The price to subscribers will be 
eight shillings sixpence, a little over two dollars, American coin. 
Mr. Samuel Davidson, No. 819, and Mr. William M'Cune, No. 
Liberty street, Pittsburgh, will receive and forward names and 
subscriptions. 
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BE PATIBHT, 

There are thousands of men who labor without any apparent 
fruit, but whose lives are nevertheless very fruitful. Missionaries, 
humble pastors, and self-denying teachers, who labor among poor 
and ignorant men in obscure places, whose out^ing and incoming 
is not chronicled in the papers, who are not praised and who really 
do not see, after a year spent in faithfdl effi>rts to sj^^ad the Gospel, 
that they have done much. There are ministers whose shoe's 
latchets many of us are not worthy to unloose — ^men that royally 
give their lives with patience and grandeur in obscurity, and with- 
out the remuneration either of praise or present prosperity, and 
that die sadly, saying : 

*^ It seems as though my life has been in w^n.** 

O faint heart ! God will show you another picture when you 
stand in Zion and before him. Tour lite has not been in vain. 

Ton have sovm seeds in thousands of hearts that will come up 
in due time. You have not labored for naurht. God is covering 
in the various seeds that vou have sown, and watering them with 
your tears, and there will be a precious harvest even upon earth, 
while in heaven you will come with your bosom full of sLeaves. 



Claim your own — .To you who are in trouble, thwe are'some 
chapters, some particular promises in the word of God, made in 
a most especial manner, which should never have been yours so as 
they now are, if you had your portion in this life as others have ; 
and therefore, all the comforts, promises, and mercies which God 
ofFereth to the afflicted are so many love letters written to you. 
Take them to you. Claim your right and be not robbed. 



APPOINTIEMTS BT PITTgflDB«I PRB8BTTBRT, 

Oil City—yfKLLLQiL, Oct Ml Sab., Beo. 3d Sab. till Jan 2d, March. 
Slater, Nov. Ist «nd 2d Sabs., saorament 2d Sab. M'Glurkin, Nov. 2d and 
gd Sabs., Jan. 8d and 4tb Sabs., Feb. 3d and 4th Sabs., and moderate call 
wben requested. Sterbett, Dec. 1st and 2d Sabs. N. M. Johnston, Feb. 
2d Sab. 

New Ahxandrta—WQLJmKJfJ, Deo. 4tli Sab., March 3d and 4th Sabs. 
Wallace, Nov. 1st and 2d Sabs. Doc. Ist, Jan. 3d and 4th Sabs. Ster- 
bett, Feb. 8d and 4th Sabs. "" 

C2ar)b6ur^— M'Clurkin, Dec, 8d fiab., Jan. let Sab., Mardi 2d Sab. 
Wallace, Nov. 3d Sab., Feb. 1st Sab. Stbrrbtt, March 1st Sab. 

Greenshurg — ^M'Clurkin, Jan. 2d Sab. Wallace, Nov. 4th Sab., Dec. 
2d Sab., Feb. 2d Sab. Sterrett, Mardi 2d Sab. N. K. Johnston, Not. 
Ist Sab. 

Mahoning — ^M'Farland, Dec. 4th Sab., Feb. 4th Sab. 

Pine Greek — M'Farland, Nov. 1st Sab. Wallace, Feb. 8d and 4th 
Sabs. N. K Johnston, Dec. Ist and 3d Sabs., Nov. 3d Sab., Jan. 1st Sab 
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\roL. IV. • DECEMBER, 1866. No. 12. 

CADirBS OF FASTlNfi. 

PfcEPARBDBY THE COMMISSION OP SYNOD. 

When Ood calls to mourning, it is anwi»e ^nd unsafe to disre- 
gard the call. This tratb is set forth in strong t^rms by the 
prophet, " In that day did the Lord God of hosts call to weeping 
and to mourning, and to boldness, and to girding with sackcloth ; 
and behold, joy and gladness, slaying oxen and killing sheep^ 
eating flesh and drinking wine ; l^t us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
yre die. And it was revealed in mice ear by the Lord of hosts, 
Surely this iniquity shall not be purged from you till ye die, saith 
tiie Lord of hoBts." To thi^ duty he is now calling us by the sins 
of ourselves and others— by judgments on account of sin, and by 
our need of the blessings that in his great mercy he is prepared to 
bestow on those who a& in humility and faith. 

L We should fast and mourn on account of sin. " Israel, 
return unto the Lord thy God, for thou hast follen by thy iniquity. 
Take with you words, and turn to the Lord ; say unto him. Take 
away all iniquity and receive us graciously.*' "If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our^sins." 

1. Our personal sins. The sin of our nature. Sins of childhood 
and youth. Our love 6f earthly things. Conformity to the world. 
Misimprovement of the means of grace, coldness and carnality. 

2. Family sins. Frequent delay of presenting childr^ in bap- 
tism. Infrequent and feeble prayers for them. Inattention to 
their early religious training. IJnkindness in our carriage, to- 
ward them. More concern for their temporal than tor their 
spiritual welfiare. Frequent neglect of famUy woirship, and life- 
l^ssT^ess in the dqty when performed* Inattention to bringing up 
children in the knowledge ot; and attachment to the distinctive 
principles of the church* 

. 3. Ecclesiastical sins. The church is < in a great measure settled 
on h^r lees, in regaVd to the life and growth of religion in the 
hearts of her members. The eftbrts for holding forth the test- 
23 
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inony of Christ to the nation have been feeble, and to a great 
extent fruitless. Schemes of promoting the cause of Christ after 
projected are left to languish for want of co-operation and support. 
The visible church is still in a divided state, and the means em- 
ployed to restore unity, are in a great measure ineffectual, 
because they propose to. accomplish the object at the expensed 
truth. The various religious bodies are in a great measure insen- 
sible to the claims ot Messiah as" king of nathlbs. ^hey refuse to 
call on the authorities. of the land to take steps to have the consti- 
tution so changed as to honor God and his Son. Nor have we 
ourselves, with a zeal becoming the occasion, embraced the oppor- 
tunity afforded in the reconstruction of the government of calling 
the nation to the godless character of the Constitution. 

4. National sins. The kingdoms of the earth are still hostile to 
Christ. They will not have him to reign over them. The nations 
of the old world are wondering after the beast. In our own conn- . 
try the hand of God in the judgment of civil war has not been seen 
and acknowledged. Efforts to protect the freedmen in the enjoy- 
ment of their liberties are opposed and frustrated by the Executive 
power of the nation. Vile men aw exalted,- and the wicked walk 
on each side. Legislators, however earnest a majority of them are 
for the rights of men, are indifferent to the rights of God. The 
nation refuses to kiss the Son^ and seems determined to brave his 
anger. 

IL We should fast and mourn/because of the judgments of God 
inflicted on account of sin. To this he is calling us in his word. 
" Sanctify ye a fiist, call a solemn assembly, gather the elders, 
and all the inhabitants of the land into the house of the Lord your 
God, and cry unto the Lord. Alas for the day I fdr'the day of the 
Lord is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it 
come. Is not the meat cut off before our eyes^ joy and gladness 
tVom the house of our God ?" 

1. The hand of God is on us in spiritual plagoes. He has sent 
leanness to our souls. Lakewarmness in regard to divine things 
sadly prevails. We are neither cold nor hot. While we have the 
form of godliness, there is great lack of the power of it We take 
little delight in spiritual things. The ordinances are to us as dry 
l>reaets. We have but a limited experimental knowledge of the 
enjoyment that is fbund in fellowship with the Father and his Son 
Jesus Obrist. In the bitterness of our spirit let us lament, ** Our 
leanness, our leanness, tvoe unto us." 

2. The church is under the cloud of the Lord*s displeasure. His 
hand has been laid on our Seminary in the removal by deadi of 
one of the professors^ The visible tmitr of the church general is 
s»dly broken up. Her <H>uncits are divided. Iti tJie various Pres- 
byt^an bodies there are manifest tendencies toward latitadfnarian- 

^ism. Through lack of spiritual discernment, oompromising with 
error and sin is resorted to as a means of restoring ecclesiastical 
unity, in place of earnest contending for the' faith once delivered 
to the saints. 
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Z. The eonseqiieiices of tbe war ftre still aeverelj felt id theJand* 
Bj the hi^h prioea of the necessaries of lif^ as well as by o|^res« 
sive taxation, exhaustive draughts are made (>n the resources^ of 
the people. Hearts are still bleeding from the wounds made by 
the untimely death of loved ones on the field of blood. 

4. The nation is suffering the judgment of. bad rulers. God 
took away one President in his anger, and gave another in bis 
wrath. He has sent on the natioii the sore infliction of a chief 
magistrate who is not only a vile drunkard, and otherwise grossly . 
immoral, but who has sold himself to the traitors who are seeking 
to reduce the nation again under their power, and make the con- 
dition of the enslaved worse than before his bonds were broken. 
And the dominant naitjr in the nation, though resisting the en* 
croachmettts of the Jrresident on the rights of Congress, are ready 
to yield the question of the negro's enfranchisemetrt to the will 
of the States that revolted in order to perpetuate riavery. How 
blinded are the legislators of the nation, tnuff to deliver over its 
friends in the day of need, to their cruel enemies \ 

in. We should cry mightily to God that he would show us 
kindness and mercy. Thus did Ezra : ^* Then I proclaimed a fast 
tber^ at the river of Ahava, fhat we might afflict ourselves before 
our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little 6ne8, 
and for all our substance. So we tasted and besought our God for 
#fais : and he was entreaited of oa."' Ezra 8 : 21, 281 God com- 
mands this : ^^ Tfaerafor^ alao now, flaith the Lord, Tium j)e unto 
me with all your heart, and with iiaeting, and with weepi^, and 
with mourning; and rend your hearts, and not your garments, 
and tarn uffto the Lord your God : for he is gracious and inerci* 
fill, slow to anger, and of great kindnest, and repenteth him of 
the evU. Who knoweth if he will rtdura and repent, and leave a 
blessing behind him ; even a meat-iofiering and a drioJ&offering to 
the Lord your God ?" And he has annexed to the command the 
encouraging pmmise ! ^^ Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, 
and pity his people^" Joel 2: 12, 18. 

We need and should earnestly «eek,.L Tbeabandant outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit. This is prorarisfid : ^ I will pour my Spirit 
upon thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring." 

2. Tfa^ prosperity and unity of the visible chnreh. That God 
would direct to soriptui^ means for healing the breaches of Zion, 
extend her limits, and make her a power and a glory in the earth. 

8. The nib^tion of oar land aj^d of all lands to the Mediator^ 
That he would take t<» him his great power and reign, and estab* 
lish his dominion over the whole earth. 

4w Our preservation ftv>mpablie|udgments. That God woold, as 
in times past, send rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, filling 
out hearw w'ith food and gladness. That he would shield us fron^ 
the pestilence that walketb in darkness, and from destruction thajt 
walketh at noonday. That he would eontimie peaee in the lapd, 
so that in its peace we may have peace. 

For these and other reasons, the Commission appoints the sec- 
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ond Thiiiisclay of Jiaiitiaiy/ISOT, to be observed m a day of fustii^ 
by All nnder tbeir care. Thomas Sproull, Chuimum. 

Allbghbxy, No^. 18, 1866. 



FtBEDBIX'S STOtJBS. 

Thb colored people connected with our Mission are almost with- 
out exception persons who obtained their freedom during the pro- 
{rress of the war. We have numerous representatives from Mary- 
and and Eastern Virginia who as our army advanced made their 
way to " the Union," and were sent to Washin^on, All of them 
have stones to teU of incidents aad scenes in tUeir slave life, as well 
as of the adventures connected with their escape, which when heard 
from their own lips, are always interesting, often affecting, and not 
unfrequently amusing. From their stones, brief notes of which 
were taken at various times . daring the past year, I select a few 
for publication. 

A FBW SLAVES IK VIRGINIA DBTERUINS TO HAVE A SCHOOL OF THBIR 

OWN. 

Mr. John Buries,* blacksmith, wheelwright and carpenter — on« 
of the most reliable men connected with our Mission — ^veme the 
followitig account of his first efforts to obtain an education : 

A big negro came into the neighborhood who brought 
with him the reputation of being a scholar. He was regard^ 
ed with wonder. He could read — ^it was thought he could teach 
others to read. Soon the project of setting up an institution of 
learning was gravely discussed. The question of a site and appro- 

?riate buildings came first in order. Both were soon determined, 
here was an old k>g cabin deserted — ^' not fitted for anybody to 
live in" — on a farm and near the woods. This building was avaiU 
able and decided the location. Some repairs were necessary* The 
building had one door, but no windows — it needed none; even 
"the chinks** had to be stopped *' to keep ike light m /" The hours 
for school were in the dead of night— from 9 or 10 o'clock until 
near daybreak. The night for the opening of the school wae 
agreed upon. Meantime books must be procured. Each of these 
courageous fellows sought soti^ littte white boy, whom he could 
induce to buy a spelling book for him— >* a Jdhii GomlyJ' (Many 
of the freed people when asked if they have any books, will $ay 
♦*we have a jQhn Comlyw" This seems to have been the onlj' 

*Mv. Buries was the chief assisUiit of Bey. J. 8. T. MUligan in, 4)ie erdcUcn of the 
Mission sebool bouse.' The energy and ra pidity with which Sfft. Mllligan proceeded 
in the erection of this hnilding, contrasting so wonderfuDy with' what they had been ac- 
cnstoBked'te witness in the Souths seeina to have startled the^olbred peoiMff not a liUla; 
John Buries sajs Mr. Milligan would ^'ha^dly^top to see if a.mao, was l^rea^king ^« 
neclc.'' 'Th^re 4s no one of whom they p^reserve a more Uvely aftd ' grateful recol- 
lectjon. •'..*' * * ' ■ -.^ * J' !:■■•■- i 
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epelliD^ book they know anything of.) Each of the proposed achol* 
are, with his new "John Ooraly" carefully aecreted, (not in his 
pocket) but still nearer to his dark skin) made his way in the evening 
to the vicinity of the school, and " lay round till, all was still," 
when one by one, they cautiously entered the dark, windowless 
cabin. (A single gleam of light from the deserted cabin, might 
have been fatal to the whole enterprise.) When all were in, and 
the door £Ek8tened,.the question of lights came 'up. In the middle 
of the cabin they "raised a pile of rocks," and placed upon the top 
of these "an oven lid turned upside down." In this they kindled 
a fire of pine knots. When tne blaze rose high and the smoke 
curledtip and overshadowed them, th^y gathered around the light, 
opened their books, and beffan with ABC. What varied emo* 
tions must have been revealed in the countenances of those devout 
worshipers around this altar of science which they had 
dared to erect in this their humble temple, in d^fiance of th^ lawp 
of Virginia ! How their enthusiasm was kindled ! What vision*^ 
of glory and renown thejr had — ^knowledge was power, and were 
they not in the way to gain knowledge ? Their instinctive suspi* 
cion of a real connection between knowledge and liberlj/ anin^ates 
them to perseverance. All goes well for two weeks. Then comes 
the end. The patrol had got word of their unlawful proceedings. 
Near midnight there is a rude knock at the door. They realize 
the situation in an instant Well they know that that one knock 
is the death knell of their whole enterprise. Suddenly extinguish- 
ing the light, they consult as to the means of escape — how wisely 
let the sequel tell.. The patrol men, enraged at the delay, continue 
to knock more rudely, and with many oaths demapd that the dopy 
bcopened. There is no reply from within, but they are thinking, 
"aye, aye, massa, we open de do for you d'reely." They resolve to 
open it m their own way. Its hinges were made to open inward, but 
the safety of more than a dozen darkies overrules thisarrangement of 
the carpenter* They decide that for once, the "do" must open 
outward. In short, their instantly, chosen commander plans a 
"charge of the black regiment." They rush to the door, and. by 
main force elftrry it off its binges, the patrol men falling under 
it. Away they go, and are soon lest in the darkness. "There 
would have been a right frolic of whipping if we had been caught.*' 
But no one was whipped ; no one was caught that night. 

Thus did a slave realize, in one brief fortnight, his own ideal of 
a school, and thus did the chivalry of Virginia, for the safety of 
the Union, extinguish in a moment that bright ideah 

HOW A FAMILY ESCAPES IN THE laQHT. 

Mr. Henry ; Parker, who has been with the Mission, from the 
first, and w'hose .chidren are among the most promising of the 
school, relates the following circumsti^hce of his escape from bond- 
$ge : . , 

Lived in Virginia, between, Washington, and Eichmond. Was 
making a fire ii| ^.^rppjp^djojuiAg.that in w:hich his Missis wa?. 
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fieard her making arraagcments to haire all tlie slaves carried to 
Richmond next day. She would drire the buggy herself — ^Henry 
would take the others in the b^ wagoi)« Henry comes to his own 
conclusioins. Missis elays : *'Henry, feed the bors^ well ; we're 
going a journey to morrow." ♦*0h yes, Missis." Horses are ae- 
cordinriy fed well. After 9 o'clock, ''when all was still," Henry 
takes Missis' horse that she was to have driven to Richmond, con- 
fiscates it, rides it oft to the cabin three m es distant, where his 
Octavia and her children were. They consult and advise. On the 
one hand lay Michmond and btmdnge^ on the oihQt^Hhe Union*' and 
librriy. They did not hesitate. By niidnight they were all ready 
to start. Henry rides, and carries as many ^^piocaninies" as be can. 
Octavia and the older children and other relatives follow on foot 
They tremble at the shaking of a leaf. They must avoid the rebel 
pickets and 6coutd. They are headed for the Union lines. It is 
near day-break. Lottie women from a fkrmbouse call to them, 
and they all ^^squander and hide in the bushes like patrid^es." 
Henry rides on. No harm happens to him. Entersthe Union lines 
about **9un up." Is conducted to General Blencker's headquar- 
ters. ^*There was I with the baby, and Oetavi% hiding in the 
bushes !" General Blencker comes to the rescue^ takes the baby 
and "tends it most half the time." Orders milk to be procured for 
it. Orders the cavalry out to send for Octavia and the otber** pat- 
ridges." Cavalry return in a few hours, bringing in all. Meantime, 
Mr. Parker gives information to Gen. Blencker which leads to a 
battle at Wdf Run Shores, which resulted in the capture of most 
of a regiment of South Carolina troops, then under thecomnmnd 
of Col. Wade Hampton. 

A ffefw evenings ago, after all had retired to rest, there came a 
rap at my door. I opened it, and there was Jessie Bailey, almost 
as black as the tiight itself, but wish a face lit up witSi its accus- 
tomed snfiile. He is a man wbcim alt recogfiize as a Christiaii<^-^«n 
Israelite indeed— I was alWi^ys glad to see him, but on that evening 
I felt that hid doming was* a real bkssing. Ik dealing with the 
j^eat variety of characters which one meets with in missioiiary life, 
one learns to ^riae very highly the man who lives near to Qod, 
however ignorant he may be^ I took him by the hand^ and asked 
him to come in. fie told ifle hfe had been turned out of employ- 
metit, had bfeen walking for three days in seiaarch of work, but 
could find none. His fkmily was sick {he lives in a e^nty with 
but two rooms and near the marsh, musquitoes, at this season, very 
" plenty, but we makes a smoke and keeps them out, so we ffeU 
Bome deep.") I bid him not io be discouraged. He would get em- 
ployment soon, and in any case, God would take care of him. 
•*Yes," he replied, ^^Iknow he hbUI. Hi been my nde ^ver 4inee I 
jined the church. Just look right io Gf^od, and he never fails me." Af- 
ter some remarks he said, *« There was one thing ttiat always made 
me think I'm right in this. I was a slave near Richmond, h»d a 
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wife and three childreii. One day my brother came to me and 
say, 'de traders been round. Mism gwine to sell you down 
eouff/ 800Q after a message come from Missis to tell me to be 
ready to go to Bichmood to*raorrow. But I had just jtned the 
churchy and looked r^hi to &od,and haowed he womld do what was right'' 
By various questions I endeavored to asoertain from him whether 
he had any serious trouble of mind or conflict in view of the antic- 
ipated separation from his family. His uniform answer was, ^^Ko; 
tjtut looked right to God.'* « But," said I, " did you go to rest that 
night without spending mote than usual time in prayer, and did 
you sleep soundly all night?*' "Neber'slep sounder in my life. 
You $eey IJtMkoked right to Godj and I know^d they couldn't $eH 
m^ away from GocL' ' After this reply I was satisfied, questioned him 
no further, felt that this man had learned ^^ the short method of 
dealing" with troubles and trials. 

In the morning he prepared his ^^ bundle," and taking lea^e of 
hh family, started out in the cold storm of December, going to his 
Missis to be " sent to Richmond*' fto be sent to Richmond, in their 
language, meaning to be sold soutn). Ue had to pass the planta* 
tifOh of a neighboring slaveholder, who, seeing Jesse with his. 
bundle trudging tihrough the drifted snow, called to him : "Jess, 
where you going?" . "Missis gwine to send me to Richmond." 
"Jess, if I were you I would n't go." "But Missis aerU for me." 
"Well, I wouldn't go anyhow. They'll sell you away down 
south.'^ ^^Thegcofn'iseU me away from God." "They'll sell you 
9im^^ from yowr family two or three thousand miles south, and what 
gooSU God do^j/ou?" This blasphemous onset did in no way dis- 
turb Jesse's faith. He said, ^< I just laughed at him, and said, 

* You 're a white man and can read de Bible and I can't, but I know 
God is everywhere^ and He can take care of us.^ 

" I went on to Missis and found her and her sister sitten in de 
room. Dey both spoke to me ^ery polite. After little Missis say, 

* Jess, what you bring your bundle for?' *Your gwine to send 
me to Biphmond, Riu't you ?' 'No, Jess, I 're chapg^d n^y mind, I 
won't sell you.' Now it was God did it." Jesse hastened to add, 
"And why not ?'* He who woljld not let King Ahastfei ui .sleep — 
be in whose bauds are the hearts of all, and who turns them as the 
rivers of water whithersoevel* he will, in auswer to the prayer, of 
faith, had changed the purposes of the despot who seemed to hold 
in her baud the destijiy of this poyr man and his family. 

After telling me the above stoiy, and after some further oonveiv 
eation, Je£ise, in the simplest manner possible, and evidently lincion- 
scions that he was saying anything remarkable, spoke as follows : 
" Yes, that's been my rule." " That's been all my hope." * Just 
look right to God." " Hi» will is my will" " I won't try to Boss o^er 
^/m." "I'm satisfied with his will/' 

Reader, I ask you to ponder well the above utterances. Imagine 
yourself in jp^our room at night listening to ft poor freedman's con- 
fession of faith. Look right into his eyes. Mark his simple and 
uuafiecte^ touies* He speals^abwl;r, ana in ^ low toaci with a con* 
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Biderable pause at the end of eaeb brief sentence. His sonl seems 
to make six snceesstre efforts to convey to yon a trae impreesion of 
his religions experience. Unconscionsly, he ascends step by step 
to a marvelons climax, to which few even of those who have " bnilt 
the lo^ rhyme" conld have attained. He stands at length almost 
where David stood when he sang that sublimcst of songs, ^' God is 
oar refuge." I took down the words at the time, and in the order 
in which th^ stood. I have often tried the experiment of trans- 
posing them, but have always returned to the owier in which Jesse 
gave them, which, being the natural order and succession of 
thoughts in his mind, is the right one. I felt that Ood bad sent 
this poor freedman to cheer, comfort and instruct me. I shall re- 
member hi$ words long after I have forgotten many eloquent ser- 
mons. I may add that this man, though he has been a diligent 
student in the night school and Sabbath school, can scarcely read 
a verse in the Testament correctly. It is questionable whether he 
will ever learn to read well. Like most of God's children who 
have been eminent for piety, he has been a great sufferer. SevewJ 
times he received more than one hundred lashes. His wife told me 
.that at one of these times, when he was unbound, she saw Him 
^' drop down in a heap.'* At one time to avoid intolerably cruel 
treatmei^t he lived a whole year in the woods. At another time to 
prevent his escape he was shot and severely wounded. Four of his 
children were, at different times, sold in the market, and are lost to 
him forever. The treatment he received, no doubt, has had its 
effect upon hie mental faculties. Meantime his faith has^rown ex* 
ceedin^y, and his life has become a beautiful exemplification of the 
text, ^< Look unto me^ and he ye saved.*' 

861 4} St. WiLSHiNGTON, D. C. J. M. ArMOUK. 



MECtOLO«T — BBT. lilKS I. WILLSIH, D. D. 

Dnm, in Allegheny City, Pa., August 31st, 1868, Rev. James 
M'Lbod Willson, D. D., Professor in theTheological Seminary of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Ohur<A, in the fifty-seventh year of his 
age. 

Professor Willson was the secpnd son of the late Rev. James R. 
Willson, D. D., for many years Professor in the same Seminary 
and distinguished as one of the most learned, able, and eloquent 
divines of his day, as well as for his uncompromising attachment 
to the distinctive principles of the Reformed Presbyterian Church: 
Hi« mother was a sister of the late Rev; W. L. Roberts, D. D., well 
known also as an able and eloquent preacher, and a zealous Cove- 
nanter. 

The Willedn family has been for some three generations, perhaps 
the most prominent and distinguished family in the Reformed Pres* 
bfterian Church in this country, so that the name has liecome a 
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familiar household word among Covenanters. The femily fe of 
Scotch-Irish 4Q8cet)t. Its ancestors, who were among the first set- 
tlers of Pennsylvania, emigrated from the neighborhood of Ross- 
trevor, County Down, Ireland, early in the eigthteenth century, 
probably about the year 1706 or 7. The subject of Ihis sketch was 
born November 17th) 1809, in the "Porks of Yough,'* near Eliza- 
beth, Allegheny county, Pa* He spent some years of his boyhood 
in the city of Philadelphia, where he received the first rudiments 
of a literary education, afterward prosecuted at Newburgh, N. Y., 
and completed at Union Colkdge, Schenectady, where he graduated 
with high honors in the year 1829, before he had completed his 
twentieth year. During boyhood and youth he was overactive, 
and even foremost in all youthful sports, yet he was mercifully pre- 
served from those follies and snares that so often lead the voung to 
ruin. From childhood he was apt in the acquisition of learning, 
and diligent in his studies ; and so thorough had been his previous 
training, and so advanced his scholarship, that ^n entering cot 
)ege he took high rank at once in the senior class. After leaving 
college he spent some years in teaching, first in an academy at 
Bell Air, Maryland, then at the village of Sehodack, near Albany, 
N. Y., and lastly in the city of Troy, N. Y.y in the latter place as 
Principal of the High School. 

While thus employed at Sehodack, he became acquainted with 
Miss Rebecca Burt, of Schenectady, to whom he was married April 
80th, 1883, and by whom he had eleven children, seven of whom, two 
sons and five daughters, survive him — one having died in early 
youth, and three in infancy. This faithful and devoted wife, part- 
ner of his joys and sorrows for nearly twenty-seven years, was 
removed by death in 1860. She was a woman of superior intelli- 
gence and exemplary plSty, and was beloved by all who knew her. 

Professor Willson made a profession of religion in the year 1831, 
in the congregation of Albany, of which his esteemed father was 
then pastor. Having thus aedicated himself to the service of 
Christ, he at once entered upon a course of Theological studies, 
which he prosecuted with diligence until May, 1884, when he was 
licensed to preach the everlasting gospel by the then Southern 
Presbytery. During thss- summer months of that year, he travel- 
ed over the eastern section of the church as a probationer, and in 
the fall received two calls, one from the "congregation of Oonoco- 
cheague, and the other from Philadelphia, the latter of which he 
accepted, and was ordained to the oflSce of the holy ministry, and 
installed in the pastoral charge of that congregation, November 
27th of that year. There he labored with great acceptance, and 
very considerable success, until the fall of 1862, a period of twenty- 
eight years. 

In the year 1869 he- was appointed by Synod to a professor- 
ship in the Theological Seminary, located in Allegheny City, a 
position for which he was eminently qualified, and which he filled 
with great industry atiid zeal for three successive sessions^ while 
still retaining bis pa^oral relation to the congregation, and pei^ 
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formioff all pastoral daties witib his uanal diliMnce. These aeea- 
molated labors under circomstances requiring ais separation from 
his congregation and family for nearly half the year, were too 
onerous for either his physical oriental constitution ; and it was 
£E>und neoessary, as Synod was not disposed to remote the Semi- 
nary to Philaddphia, to di«9olye his pastoral relation with the 
congregation^ that so all his energies mieht be devoted to the Sem- 
inary. This was done in 1862, and in ^ fall of l^aiyear, he re- 
moved with his family from the scene of his life-long labors, and 
from a congregation tW respected and loved him, to Allegheny, 
where he contmued to perform the duties of his professorship unm 
the day of his death ; and it is no exaggeration to say these duties 
he performed with a grtaUr dicgree of ability, assiduity^ and sue- 
oess, than $nv of his predecessors. 

Coincideutly with his labors as pastor and professor, he peis 
formed an amount of other work equal to the whole power of a man 
of ordinary gitts. For more than seventeen years he was sole edi- 
tor of the Coveftmnier^ an ab\y conducted and efficient monthly, 
and oo-editor with Dr. Sproull for four yeai^ mor^ aft^ its union 
with the Meformed PreebyierUm Be^es his editorial writings 
and other contributions to the periodical pres% he was the author 
of several other works. The first of these, issued about the year 1840, 
wisw entitled *'The Beacon," in which the nature ai^ duties of the 
office of deaeon in the Christian church are foUy and ably dis- 
cussed, andthe^necessity of the restoration of that officer to his plaoe 
And fqnetions' convincingly vindicated. Although this office, 
equally with those of both the teaching and ruling elder, is essen- 
tial to scriptural Presbyterian co'der, yet for some generations it is 
well known thait it had. fallen into disuse in most Presbyterian 
Churches. In order to remedy this defel^t, an attempt was made 
by Synod soon after the Hew Light defbction, to have the office 
restored. This attempt itet with oppositioHf^mild indeed at first. 
It showed iteelf very distinctly at the meeting, of iSy nod in 1838, 
in the discusdon of the overture on charcb government, fro, sent 
down by the Synod of 1836* The subject of this sketeh took 
decided ground in favOr of the full restoration or restitution of the 
office. As the opposite sentiments at thiU; time found £».vor in the 
minds of some Covenanters, a formidaUe party in apposition to the 
introduction and full power of the deaeon was soon formed in the 
church. This led to the preparation and publicsition ef the work 
on the deacon question* A long sla*ugffle ensued, but the final 
result is that all formal opposition to that office has long since 
ceased, and there are comparatively only a lew congregations 
now in the church where this officer is wanting. 

Not long after the publication of "The Deacon," he issued a 
small work entitled "Bible Magistracy," and after a brief interval, 
another entitled " Civil (Government.' * Bo th of tl^e, as their titles 
indicate, are on the same general suljject The latter is a critic;^ 
e^)os\tion of Bomans 13 : 1-7, and is really a masterpiece obs the 
Seceder controveniy* Some years later he published a most excel- 
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lent Uttle treatise on Psakhodj. This was undertaken at the soUc*- 
itation^ and by the appointment of an aasooiation composed of del^ 
egates from the various churches in Philadelphia that nse exclu^ 
eively the Scripture Psalms in the worship of God. This work is 
in great part a compilation, but it is certainly tke most complete 
defense of a Soripttial Psalmody exitant It lacks nothing ; it con^ 
tains nothing r^undant ; it seems to be perfect No attempt, so 
fkr as known, has ever been made to answer it, and it is not likely 
that amr such attempt ever will be made. In feet, it is ubanswera^ 
ble. The rer^publieation of tiiese two last works, so that they 
could be put into the hands of every pn^ssin^ Christian in the 
country, would be an invaluable, as well aa eminentiy seasonable 
service to the cause of Ohriet Had the author's life bee& spared, 
it was his intention to revise and re^publish his woffk on " The 
Beacon." It is fielieved, however, that no such necessity exists at 
present for its re-publication as for that oS the other two. 

In addition to all these varied labors, he spent some two or three 
hours daily in the inatructijm of youth- Thi§ was chiefly during 
the eariier years of Ms ministry, and was with him a matter of 
necessity, in order to eke out his meagre salary. This statement 
is not intended to (mst any reflection on his congregation. It was 
for a long time weak in numbers and weaker in resources ; yet it 
was liberal, according to the prevalent ideas of liberality among 
Covenanters in those days. Notwithstanding this, however, it is 
but just to say, that had the congregatipn then been as liberal m 
proportion to its ability, as it was during the last years of his 
pastorate, he would not have been compelled to overtax his strength 
by any secular occupation. In this connection it is proper to 
say th^ the fault lay chiefly in the financial system in vogue in 
those d^ys. The pew-»renting contrivance was then the ^reat 
channel of Kberality-^-a System calculated to crush the spirit of 
liberality out of any people. Happily, a more scriptural, and by 
consequence a more eHceilent way has since been learned^ tnA was 
adopted with, his cordial appirobation. He was always punctual iii 
his etteiidance -on church oourts, and he was no idle spectator 
When there. ' It is believed he was never absent from his 
place in Presbytery or Synod, in a siuffle instance during his whole 
ministry, unless through sickness, and he alwiiys took a leading 
part, and occupied a prominent place in &U the dkdussions that 
interested and agitated the church. Annong these might be 
mentioned the deacon controversy, the temperance question in its 
varioua phases, the slaverjl' qtiestion, the (Question of voluntary 
associations, and jduring the last few years, the war question. 
These discussions, into which he entered with heartand soul, requirei 
a vast amount both of physical and mental effort. Sueh a multi- 
plicity of labors, most of them sedentary, and recjuiring intense 
application to -study, with little leisure for recreation, induced at 
len^h, in a constitution elastic indeed but never vigorous, that 
disease fsoftening of the brain) which terminated in his death. 

As a rastorj Professor Wilkon was diligent^ kind> and faithful 
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To some, espedidly thoee who wfere not intiniately acquainted with 
him, bis manner seemed somewhat cold and formal, bat it was only 
a seeming coldness ; for on farther and more familiar acquaintance, 
this feeling entirely passed away. Trae, he never, from motives 
of policy, or any other motives, seemed to take more interest in 
any one's personal affairs than be really lelt It would have donQ 
violence to his naturb to attempt it. Anything even approxiraa* 
ting to sycophancy or flattery he detested from his inmost soul. 
He was always precisely what he professed to be-^no. more, bo less. 
He reproved faithfully, and with great plainness of speech, and yet 
in most instances retained the confidence and ^teem of those who 
were thaeubjects of his reproofs. They well knew he was prompt- 
ed only by a sense of duty. It gave him great pleasure to see his 
congregation growing in numbers and in piety, but ho always dis* 
couraged the .use of any speciai inducements -to ipcrease its mem* 
bership. He would not do this himself, and he always discouraged 
it in others. ♦' Do nothing," he would say, — ** for that end that you 
would regard as mean if done by your neighbors." He was per- 
haps too sensitive on this point, and there is little doubt that by 
too strict adherence to this policy, some, honest Covenanters, 
especially emigrants, were permitted to be misled by the New 
Lights and lost both to the ongregation andthe church, when a little 
attention might have prevented it. His success as a pastor may 
be judged from the fact that at least two congregations, outgrowths 
from his charge, were organized during his ministry, and the 
membership of the original congregation when the pastoral relatiop 
was dissolved was nearly double what it was at the time of his 
settlement. Few cases parallel to this will be found in the history 
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. True, the organization of 
one of these congregations was the result in part, at least, of feelings 
toward him that were a severe trial of his faith and patience, but 
be was renaaricably sustained, and by this very xiisoipline was 
trained and fitted for greater usefulness in his.fature life. He 
learned by experien^athat it " is good for a man to bear the yoke in 
his. youth." It is pleasing, Tiowever, to be able to state that almost 
every trace of these unkrad feelings has lo»g since ^disappeared 
from the minds of the. principal actors in that matter, who still 
survive, and it is believed that such was the case likewise with 
those who had* gone before him. Truly "when a man's ways 
pleaseth the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peaoe with 
him." 

As a Preacher, tfie writer feels deeply hirf inadequacy to do 
juetiee to his character. He. was plain, clear, logical, and emit 
nently instructive in all his pulpit exorcises. As a sermoniaer he 
had no. superior, and his presentation of divine truth, whether as 
a writer or a preachei?, was always perspicuous and foi^cible. His 
exhortations to duty were earnest and cogent. His4^proof8 of sin 
feai^less and faithful. He was constantin his studies, so that during 
those years of bis ministry in which he was engaged in teaching, 
he thought out his sermons in the streets wkOe passing to and 
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from hia place iof teaming. His discontties were genersdlj dootii- 
nal and argumentative j yetthey were in An equal degree practical. 
His whole charaeteif was intellectual rather than emotional, and 
his mind was pre^^eminently logical, and very natnrallv his pulpit 
. exercises partook largely ot these characteristics. His imagination 
was. not brilliant, yet his descriptive .powers were excellent. In 
the pulpit perhaps he erred by keeping them under too rigid 
restraint. His address was. not usually attractive to strangers, but 
those who waited on his ministry from Sabbath to Sabbath, gave him 
the preference abbve the most distinguished stranger. His style 
was plain but pure— never ambitious or flowery. He had no set 
phrases, not even in prayer. He seldom, if ever, in the pulpit, used 
the wordis "my brethjnen," ** my heapers,** o^: any similar phrases 
80 often needlessly used by pr^chers, sometimes to fill a blank, 
sometimes for no conceivable purpose whatever. Hie eloquence 
consisted in clearness, conciseness, terseness, and force of state- 
merit, not in the use of high-sounding phrases that mean nothing. 
Indeed, in his oratory there was little that would be called popular 
•eloquence, and yet when warmed up wth his subject, which was 
frequently the case, he would rise to a thrilling eloquence seldom 
surpassed— sometimes he was truly sublime. 

In all his ministrations he manifested an unwavering attach- 
tnervt to the distinctive principles of the Beformed Presbyterian 
Church. He never forgot that while it was his great business t6 
win sonls to Christ, it wias equally his duty as a witness for Christ, 
to present his claims for the hoitiage of men and nations. It was 
his delight as well to say to Zion, " Thy God reigneth,*' as to " bring 
good tidings of good, and to publish salvation.'* He took a special 
interest in the exercises, uniformly observed in the Reformed Pres- 
byterian. Church, of examining and defending the terms of ecclesi- 
astical communion preparatory to the dispensation of the Lord's 
supper, and always performed this exercise witl\ a vigor and fresh^ 
pess that the writer has never heard equaled. He never wrote 
out his discourses, bnt they were so well digested on all occasions, 
that it would havedone him ho discredit had they been transferred 
verbatim to the press. He never attempted to preach without study, 
and he never during bis whole ministry, so far as known, except 
on one o(^oasion, preached the same sermon twice. There are few 
of whom this could'be «ald in truth. 

As an Editor and author, the writer feels still more his incompe- 
tence ^' do him justice^ His controversial powers were of a high 
order, Neither friend nor foe will deny this. His knowledge of 
history, especially church history, wasbotii extensive and accurate. 
This tarnished bim with ample^ resources, and these always availa- 
ble and used by his superior powers of argumentation, made him 
fiformidable ftntagonist in; all ecclesiastical cpntroversies. Asa 
oontrorereialist, too, he was eminently successful. The result in 
regard to the deacon question, in which he was assailed with the 
greatest bitterness and pertinacity, has already beem indicated. 
In regard to the question of voluntary associations, long a vexed 
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qtietdoQ among Oovenantera, lie lired. to see flome* of faia most 
bitter opponent ae active, if not as promineut in anti^lavery 
societies as he had ever been. The cause, however, had in the 
mean time become less impopular* Manv other instances might 
be adduced of eqaal success, but one only is selected. Abmf^ 
bot sharp controvert arose some twelve or foarteen years ago 
with a eondactor or correspondent (or perhape both,^ of the Barmer 
of the Covenant^ the order of onr New Li^ht brethren, m regard to the 
plenary inspiration of the Scriptures. These writers maintained that 
the words of the Bible were not inspired-^ooly the ideas, and that 
the sacred writersolothed these ideas in their own words. This error 
he attacked with even more than hie usual vigor, and with 
what success, a careful perusal ot that discuseioa willevin«e« 
The defeat of his antagonist in this encounter was complete and 
overwhelming. The discussion will be found in the two Maga* 
sines about the time refeiYed to. The excellence of his deserip* 
tive powers is manifest in his varied editorial writings^ especially 
in his letters from abroad, published in the Covenanter in the year 
1848, and aI«o those publ^hed last jetLV.* His review and Ms- 
monthly summaries of foreign and domestic intdligence, showed 
a remarkable power of coudensaticm. These usually exhibited, 
in a verv brief space, a more clear, definite, and intelligent view of 
the workings of Providence in the affairs of the world, than could 
be gathered by ordinary minds in hours, or even days of attentive 
reading. They were almost uniformly copied into other Magazines. 
It is somewhat remarkable that the last production of his pen is a 
biographieai sketch of his respected £ither, which will appear in the 
Pre^bifterian Alnvanac for this year. 

As a Theological Professor, it may be truly said, that his abili* 
ties shone with a brighter lustre than in any other sphere. In the 
Seminary he was in his elements He loved teaching, and his learning 
was varied and extensive. He had much experience as an instrue* 
tor, and the more advanced his pupils, the greater his delight in 
impartiug instruc^on to them, fiis^ talents, his experience, and 
hia acquirements, together with his love for the work, fitted him 
in an eminent degree for the position ; and well and faithfully did 
he serve the church in that capacity for seven years. The stu* 
dents not only respected and esteemed, but really loved 
him. It is a matter of lamentation that he was not permit- 
ted to serve Christ in this capacity several years sooner. In that 
event the church might have been spared that marked and painful 
diaetisement which resulted from the appointment of his immedv* 
ate predecessor. But let the mantle of oblivion cover up forever 
^at whole loatter, while, the lesson it teaches should never be for-^ 
gotten. 

In regard to hie position in the Seminei^, his 4ei^h is a severe^ 
if not irreparable loss to the ohnrch. B«it it is especially in tfais^ that 

^Professor WUlwn risUed the BaA%% Itleslfi 1S48^ asd agadn ia I'SSS, wbea h^ x 
tended his tour to the ContincDU 
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^ be being xlead yet speaketh/' as be waB intstrnmeotal in teacbing 
80* nmny, wbo i^preciated bis instrnctione, and wbo follow hid 
example. ^ . 

Prof. Willflon was an '^Israelite indeed^ in wbomwadnognile.'^ 
His whole life Mve evidence of this. Se had a beait|-hatred of all 
hypocrisy and deceit, and could not easily be pevsnaded to suspect 
men of deceitfulness in their public oonrse or hypoeriarf in their 
professions of friendship. He trusted even too confidingly in the 
honor of others, and cunning and management sometimes obtained 
dishonorable adrantage over him. When others follow him to the 
habitations of the just, they will in this respect be conformed to his 
character. He took a deep interest in ail the public schema of 
the church ; he was eminently public ranted; He took an active 
part in promoting the interests of our Foreign Mission, as well as 
the Domestic and Freedmeti's Missions* He early identified him-> 
self with the cause of abolition in Philadelphia in the days of it» 
trial. The humble edifice in which he ministered^ was for many 
vears the only buHding that could be obtained in the city for abo- 
lition meetings. He was always active and decided in the cause 
of temperance^ and was one of the principal agents in obtaining 
the freedom of the Heformed Preeb}i:erian Chttrch from idl oonif* 
plieity with the traffic in intoxicating drinks. 

His intellectual powers were great aiid well cultivated. His 
mind was exceedingly active, and wrought with rapidity and power* 
As a Presbyter and a debater, he excelled^ His knowledge of 
church law and ecclesiastical prooedi^re^ wae most accurate and 
extensive. Perhaps the chief and leading chaMacteristic of hia 
mind was the power of analysis. He was Mle to distinguish and 
separate all the elements of any subject of thought, and with thiir 
combined the power of expressing all these in the clearest and 
most comprehensive statement ; and when be once embraced an 
opinion, he did not readily change. So mature was his judgmen:t 
even in his youth, l^t he never in after life, it is believed^ elmnged 
his mind on any important question, except one. In his younger 
days, he embraced the opinion of those expositors who held that 
the Jews will yet, as a people, be restored to theij* own land. In 
his more mature years, he entirely cBscarded this view, and for 
many years opposed it witii all his might. He never concealed hia 
opinions. None .was very long left to doubt which side of any 
controverted question he we«ld take. His love of learning w«« 
most ardent, and* he intermeddled with almost all wisdom ; but 
after he became a pastor, hia studies were cbiefly^ but fkr from 
exclusively, devoted to those subjects that pertained to his special 
' work. *He prosecuted with diligence the study of Hebrew. If 
was hie custom, begun early is his ministry, to read a portion of 
tiie Hebrew Bible «very day. One morning as be closed the book^ 
he remarked, ** It is thus I have accquired my knowledge of He- 
brew.'^ He was in every sense'a pkin man. He had a strong dis^ 
taste to tlie use of the tine ^< Reverend" applied to ministers. This 
amounted with, him almost to a conviction that it was wrong, and 
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he used it aa selcUna w a decent respect for the nsagee of society 
would permit Hia objection wa» based on the te:$t» ** Holy and 
reverend is His name." As a genial friend, as a diligent pastor, ' 
as an able and faithful preacher of the gospel, and as a professor 
of theology, he has left a name that is and shall be blessed. 

I would now ask the reader's indulgence, to say a word in regard 
to my own personal relations, to the deceased. I was intimately 
acquainted with him for a period <rf nearly thirty-seven years, and 
for the greater of that time, I was in almost daily intercourse with 
him. With no other persod have I ever enjoyed so intimate an 
acquaintance for so long a time, though we were not related either 
by blood or marriage. Being about the same age, and becoming 
acquainted in early manhood, there grew up a mutual confidence 
and pifiection tb^t never changed, otherwise than to become 
stronger and more steadfast with the lapse of time. He was to loe 
like both a father and a brother — like a father, his judgment on 
all matters beidg so much more mature than mine, and like a 
brother, because I could use^ in every respect, a brother's famili- 
arity. I always felt more confidence in his judgment than in my 
own^ but seldom^ indeed, did we difier in judgment. K I ever did 
anything that I knew he disapproved of, I telt like sinning against 
my own conscience. He was an exceedingly genial and pleasant 
companion. Many a happy hour have I spent in his company. 
Alas ! they are gone, never to return. 

He was naturally what is called high tempered^ yet I can say 
truly, that I never knew any one who had at all ti^aes so complete 
control of his temper. One fact will attest this. During the 
whole long period of our intimate acquaintance, he never spoke to 
me an angry word except on one occasion, and that is twenty-nine 
years ago. I was, perh8pa,.chiefly to blame. We separated, both 
angry. A few days brought us together again with mutual ac- 
knowledgments, the best of friends. I do not know how he felt 
auring those few days, but to me, they were day$ of wretchedness. 
Doubtless they were the same to him. I cian never forget them. 
Never since has anything occurred to mar our harmony in the 
slightest degree. 

The last letter I received from him, was dated July 17th, about 
six weeeks before his death. In ij; he addresses me familiarly^ 
« My old and fast friend," The words are dear, to me, for they are 
no empty compliment, but the utteranee of an hbnept heart. The 
whole tone of this letter itas rather melancholy. He complained 
that he had no one to. talk to. He still had hope, however, that 
. he would get well, hut it was otherwise ordered* I have bad to 
part, with other dear friends during my pilgrimage, but only in one 
or 4wo instances was the ^oke harder to. bear than this. An- 
other of my strongest ties to earth is broken. I feel like Peden at 
the grave of Cameron, when looking up to heaven, he exclaimed, 
>* ! to lie wi' thee, Richie/' Farewell, beloved fti^d, Peace be 
to thy ashes. No more on earth^hall we see that manly fece, or 
hear the. tones of that familnir voice, but we /Vsh^ll meet again, 
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and our hearts shall rejoice with a joy qnspeakable and fall of 
fflory.'* " For the Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shall 
feed us, and shall lead us to living fountains of waters, and God 
shall wipe away all tears from our eyes." D. S. 

Died, in Allegheny, Pa , September 5th, 1866, M'Leod Willson, 
aged 5 months and 19 days, only child of Andrew T. and Catha- 
rine J. Kennedy, and grand-child of the subject of the above 
notice* 



THOUGHTS ON JAMES 4:11 — *'W HAT. IS TOUR lIFEr 

" What is your life ?" This at all times'raust be an important 
question. It applies to all men ; it should regulate the outer ac- 
tions of our lives, and arrest the inner thoughts of our being. The 
question makes a direct appeal to our judgments, our experience^ 
our hopes, aspirations, aims, and efforts. In reality it appeals to 
all we say, think or do. Paul tells us our life is a vapor, aerial, with- 
out form, of any duration, or consistency, seen for a small moment 
and then forever ffone. 

To the man who knows not God in Christ as his Saviour the 
question is worth minute consideration, and by having regard to 
Scripture revelations of the vanity^of all earthly pursuits, he may 
be the gainer, for the consequences of sin, even in this world, are 
heavy in their usury. Often compound interest has to be paid in 
a lost character, fame and reputation* Often the consequential 
damage is severe, for sin indulged in, brings in its baneful train 
penury, pains, and penalties almost too heavy to bear. How many 
of manland spend their life with grief, and their years with sigV 
ing. 

To the Christian, however, the thought upon the brevity of life 
and its concomitants, naturally teaches him to sot his affections on 
**things above," upon things more satisfying, and enduring; by 
faith he sees the representation of the things not seen, and rejoices 
as seeing Him who is invisible. 

It we stand upon the bank of a shallow stream, we observe it 
foams, fumes, and froths, with rapid and perpetual whirls and 
eddies, and such is the life of some — the shallow, noisy, and vain 
portion of society, who never think of the world to which they tend, 
dying in tte midst of life, living to no purpose, wilfully expunging 
their existence, and yielding not their proper quota to the aggregate 
good. 

If we walk by the sides of a deeper stream, we observe more gravity, 
more majesty, more solemnity; it possesses not the impatient, 
restless eddying of the former, but is more sober and staid ; it illus- 
trates the proverb that "still waters run deep." We have here 
the two great divisions of mankind, the giddy and the grave ,the 
pleasure-taking and the care-plodding ; and yet both may and often 
24 
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flow on to the vast ocean of eternity, alike %Doi«iit of the gteafc 
Bein^ who made them, and in a measure alike unoonseiousof the 
life they live. The stream of time in its two brancl^e will flow 
on, distributing its rich benefits and blessings till it is lost in the 
fathomless eternity. What becomes of the vessel borne on its 
bosom ? Is it a vessel to honor, a vessel of mercy, or a vessel fit- 
ted by sin for destruction ? The' life of a public^an and Phari^e 
must end in certain condemnation, if the greiat ** harbor of refuge" 
is not reached. 

To breathe merely, is not life. We are in bondage if we Are 
chained to a daily routine of unconsciousness ; we are infidels if 
our thoughts are not God-ward ; we are in a dreadful torpor 
if unconscious of our best interests; we are insensate if we are 
only concerned with the daily wants of our animal nature ; we are 
mad even while we lay claim to intelligence and reason, if we trust 
in ourselves, and seek not life in Him who is " the way^ the iruihj 
and the life.'' 

Pray, what greater madness can there *be, than^that a man should 
never think of his best interests, who only grasps at shadows as 
they pass by him, and turns away with aversion from the only en- 
during substance? What greater proof can there be that the 
human will is alienated from God? Sin blinds, maddens, and 
destroys; reason is destroyed, the aff*ections , poisoned, the judg- 
ment perverted, and the will esti*anged. The whole head and heart 
are sick ; the leprosy of the most dire kind is in the bouse, and yet 
it is not felt— yet it is denied that man hastens to destruction. 
The .whole labyrinths of the heart of man wind in complicated 
deceivings ; he cannot sound its depths of sin and folly with his 
own shallow plumb line of reason. Emphatically, he who trusts 
in his own heart is a fool; there can be no greater skve than he 
who is enthralled by his own moral and spiritual ignorance. By 
'the fall, naturally and truly, " in the midst of life we are in death." 
Yes, who can doubt it, we are dead unto God, dead in trespasses 
and sins. This, th^n, is the life of every son and daughter of 
Adam, and no change for the better will occur, till the sovereign 
fiat goes forth, " arrest that man." 

The man once dead in sin, once living a dying life, ever 
dreaming of his own visionary excellency, now drawn to the cross 
of the Saviour, and finds there that his burden loosens and falls ever 
away ; he becomes dead unto the things he thought to be life, 
finds that he has a life hid with Christ m God, and gazing upon 
the ci'oss of Christ, he can exclaim, " Who is he that condemneth?^* 

We have dwelt thus fer upon the vanity, infirmity, and iniquity 
of human life, though it Is much more pleasant to dwell upon that 
life, the power of which is endless. We acquire the former by our 
Adamic relationship. We possess the latter by spiritual union 
withlChrist. The tendency of the former is to death, judgment and 
eternal punishment, the result of the latter is endless life in the 
realms of glory. 

By virtue of this union, and the covenant relations and reapon- 
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fiibilitiefl on llie part of Christ, he in due time was made sin for hja* 
people ; a sin-oftering.&r his chosen ; they are saved from the seor 
ond death, tod are crowded ultimately with endless life with 
Ohrist in glorv. **I am t^e life." ^'He who hath the Son, hath 
e1>ernal lift; he who hath not the Son, hath not life.** There 
is no vital etei^al life out of the Son of God. What then hath he ? 
Death! **for death hath passed upon all men.'' (1 John 6: H.) 
There is no life, no % salvation, no hope, ^ of Christ. Life in 
Ohrist is a power to endless life, while sin is a power to eternal 
death. "He that heareth my word/* saith .the Saviour, "and . 
believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not 
come into condemnation, but is passed from death to life." (John 
6 : 24.) This subject was a favorite one with Paul. He says, 
"Christ is our life"— "Tour life is hid with Christ in God.'* (Col. 
8 : 3, 4.) This carries the mind back to the relationship which 
existed l^tweeu the church and ChrisJ as her be£^ before time 
began^— that eternal union which our blessed Lord so forcibly 
sets forth in his prayer. A life hid in Christ with God can not 
be destroyed by any event. It insures a certain salvation, for 
where Christ the head is, there the members must be also. Sin 
separated them, but the Saviour through his suffering, was made, 
perfect, and the union which sin had apparently broken, is restored 
%j his death, and the divine union coniirmed by his death. 
r This anion could not be eflfected by the fall, though there could 
be no comitLunion between God and man^ except upon the basis, 
of a sacrifice for sin ; the snfiSsring of Christ beca^O the satistac-. 
tion for the sins of tiie church, and the way of life is thus made 
manifest to the soul of t|ie belieV'eir. Christ learned obedience by 
the things he suffered; he was obedient even unto death. How 
then can we manifest our obedience to the Saviour ? The vitality 
of the branches is manifest by the fruit they bear; the essential 
life is the root, but the sap must be shown in the branches, others- 
wise we arc not branches of the laving vine. 

Life is a warfare.; life is fleeting, and we should seek to snatch 
the moments as they pass, and turn them to some good purpose ; 
thus redeeming the time, seeing the days are evil. Let us seek 
to leav^ some tealimomy to those that come, ^ter us, that we feared 
God ; l^t us show to our succ^sors " in life's broad field of battle,' • 
^at we lived for some good end. And in thft woiMis of the poet^ 

"Let us then be up and doing, 

With a heart tor any fate ; 
' §^iU acbieYl^g, stlU purBul^g, ' 

Learn to labor and to wait " 

• . 

Working well in God's fieid, and waiting patiently the down- 
eomin^ blessing; 

Lastly, life consideped in its subordinate character, is one Oa 

shadows ; there is nothing apart from Christianity, that is worthy of 

. the name of life; there is nothing that can satisfy; the sanctified 

mind, especially, can find no resting place except in Christ. The 

rich, the great, the learned, the powerful, are not to. be envied. 
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The voice, however eloquent, will falter and cease; the powerful 
pen of the historian may fall from his hand, ere his projected and 
allotted labors are achieved ; the limner may make his 'outline, but 
he may never live to mix the colors to render vivid the conceptions 
of exalted taste. The statesman, the historian, the poet, and the 
painter may die, and may do so without hope for another world ; 
but the child of God shall live forever. Christian, set then your 
affections more earnest^ upon things above, seeing your life con- 
sists not in the abundance of earthly things you possess, but in a 
. divine life in Christ. O. S. D. 

Otonabmb, 0. W., Aagnst 23, 1869. ^ 



THE OR(HIND OP ADMISSION tO THB PEblOWSBIP OF THE CHCtCH. 

Our attention is called to this subject by an inquiry in a letter 
from a correspondent The precise point of the inquiry is : What 
are the qualifications required by the church in order to receive 
applicants into full communion ? We answer, in the first place : 
No one is entitled to membership in the visible church, who is not 
a member of the church invisible. A profession of faith is the 
outward expression of faith in the heiEwt. Where there is no faith, 
the profession of it is hypocrisy. But in the second place, Chris- 
tian knowledge, experience and practice are the evidences of 
faith; If it be asked. How can a session know that the applicant 
hae faith ? We answer, by the result^, of faith. " By their 
fruits ye shall know them." A confident declaration that he is 
a believer is not the only evidence, nor even the main one, that he 
is a believer. " Not every one that saith Lord, Lord, shall 
*«nter into the kingdom of heaven." Matt. 7 : 22. Men may be 
and often are deceived in regard to their state. The true proof 
of faith is taught in the same verse : *^ He that doeth the will 
of my Father who is in heaven." 

It is plain then that it is not by his profession but by hia prac* 
tice, that the genuineness of any one's Mth must be tested. A 
session must seek for the evidences of a saving change in applicants 
for admission, not in their declarations as to their state, but by 
inquiring after the fruits of/ it. These are : a belief in the form of 
sound words prepared by the church from the Scriptures ; a care- 
ful observance of all the ordinances of religion ; and a walk be- 
coming the gospel. Where these are, there is such evidence of a 
gracious state as will warrant the session to admit to the fellowship c^ 
the church. That they are sometimes deceived, is indeed true ; but 
certainly they would be more frequently deceived, were they to 
rest solely on the applicant's own assertion that he was converted. 
And the result of the mistake would be not only to admit un- . 
worthy persons, but also, and we fear often, to exclude God's dear 
children. Many of them walk in darkness and have no light^ 
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and were they required to declare explicitly tbat they were be- 
lievers in order to be received ioto the church, their' tenderness 
of coufiicience, and their fear of being mistaken would hold them 
back from making such a declaration. Knowledge, experience 
and practice are the evidences to be sought for of a state of grace 
which is the true ground of membership in the church. 



RITCHEZ MISSION. 



As most of our readers are, we presume,. aware, the Central Board of Missions bare 
found it necessary to discontinue the Natchez Mission. Sdveral causes led to this; 
the main one, however, was the state of the treasury. We were not supplied with 
fands to carry on the mission work both there and in Washington. The following 
eztract^rom a letter from one of our devoted teachers in the Natcbez schools, shows 
that aside from this, m<mey could not be wisely spent there in existing circumstances. 
Ho doubt good has been done, seed has been sown that will bear fruit in the intellec- 
tual and moral improvement of the people. But as there was no prospect of organ- 
izing a congregation, we would have failed in the discharge of the duty required of us 
if we had continued the mission. 

Natchez, Oct. 24, 1866. 

Rev. T. Sproull — Dear Sir : — As the Natchez Mission has been discon- 
tinued by order of the Board, we who remained during the summer, feel it a 
duty to inf(Hrm you of what has been done in reference to our schools here 
since Mr. Johnson left. The Misses Speer and myself are all that remained. 
They taught in the Union school UU the 15th of September, when the Prin- 
cipal, Miss Someis, of the A. M. S , thought it advisable to give the children 
a short vacation. This school averaged about forty-five daily. 

I taught in Wall street church till the 18th of August, when the building 
was returned to the former own»». I then opened school in our own bouse, 
itfid continued it to the last of September. As the room was not sufficiently 
large to accommodate all the school, I retained only the more advanced classes. 
Throughout the summer it averaged from thirty to thirty-five each day. The 
chief cause of this rather small average, was sickness. Cholera, though not 
epidemic in the city, prevailed to some extent in NatchcK-under-the-hill, 
and in the kraal. Many colored people died, of it in both places, and many, 
from fear of it, went into the country. The mortality was greater among the 
colored population than the white, owing, in part, no doubt, to their manner of 
living. It is safe to say, that in Natchez and vicinity the difference was four 
to one. 

Immediately after the close of the Union School, the Misses Speer be^n 
an evening school, which we kept up till the 16th of October. By this time 
teachers of the other associations had arrived and wbre beginning operations, 
and as Mr. Johnston was not here as soon as expected, we felt it absolutely 
necessary, in order to retain our pupils, to go into school again, till he and the 
teachers should arrive, i Accordingly Miss R. Speer took her place in the 
Union school, and Miss S. Speer and I opened school in a house in the yard, 
formerly occupied by renters. This was the 16th inst. On the 18th we 
received from Mr, Johnston a letter containing news <^ the discontinuing of 
the Mission. 

We have felt for som^ titfe that the money spent on- this Mission might be 
spent to better advantage elsewhere. We have much opposition to encounter 
here, not only from the white citizens, but from the colored ones too, espe- 
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(Haily tlie Metbodiste^ wlio are tbe most muDeriiiss ud influQntial dam. Tbej 
haTe dose mnoh to iBJixre o«r schools, partioaliirly the Biibb^h sohool. The 
largest nomber we h^ve had in our ^bbath school thia sumxner waa abon^ 
^ty. All childrexi of Methodist paients, or nearlj all, have been indiiec^^ 
to attend the Methodist Sabbath school by fair proposes, prizes, and sho^ 
exhibitions as regards dress, but in no other sensOr This would not be so 
much a cause of regret, were the teachers there all competent, but such is not 
the case. Some of their Sabbath school teachers cannot read, very intelligent- 
ly, a chapter in the Bible. 

We feel, however, that our labor here has not been in vidn. God has 
kindly permitted us to see some fruit. We have had a number of very prom- 
ising young persons in our schools whom we regret to leave, but hope to be 
able to have some of them taken under the care of the ^ Gkneva Institute,'* 
after a time. ^ L. M. 



PITT&»JIEfiI PRISBTTBKT. 

Pittsburgh Presbytery met on 3d Tueedg-y of October (X6th) ; 
twenty-nine niembers were present; Rey. S. Sterrett absent on 
account of sickness. 

The Trustees of Westminster Colleffe were directed to use the 
building to tbe best of their ability, for the benefit of tbe Theo- 
logical Seminary, 

A ca]l from Kossuth congregation, Iowa Presbytery, was pre- 
sented to Rev- T. M. Elder, and rejected, 

J. R. M'Farland, J. R. Newell and T. A.^rouH, students of 
Aeology, delivered trial pieces for licensure, which were sustained. 
W. 3. Gillespie delivered a specimen of improvement, also sus- 
tained. Messrs. R. J. George and D. B, Wilson were taken under 
care of Presbyterv as students of theology — the latter as second 
year student, having been in the Seminary one session: 

Rev. John Wallace laid upon Presbytery's table a certificate from 
Jiake Presbytery of XT. P. Church, and also a request to be restored 
to church privileges: * v ^ 

A committee, consisting of Dr. Sproull, A. M. Itfilligan, J. 
Hunter and W. M'Gee, to coafer with Mr. Wallace, was appointed,' 
who reported the following, which was adopted : 

Whbreas, It appears from- the records of Presbytery that there 
was a libel served three times' on Mr. Wallace, to which he failed 
to answer ; and whereas, facts have come to the knowledge of 
Presbytery which show that the chief matter of the libel in the 
case of a mortgage has been adjusted; and whereas, Mr. Wallace 
has purged himself of contempt of court for not appearing for 
trial ; and wber^as, no act of suspension was passed against hjm \ 
therefore, 

Bescived^ That Mr. Wallace b^ required to <J^li3«*e his sorrow 
for leaving the fellowship of tba church, and upo^ r^»pwing hig 
declaration of attachment to all the distinctive principles of the 
church, and' Ms determination to maintain them by a eonsistent 
practice, that he be admonished by Presbytery, and received into 
the fellowship of the church and the exercise of his ministry. 
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Mr. Wallace was asked if he was willing to comply Ivith Pres- 
bytery's action, and answered in the aflSrmative. He was then 
fwdmonished, and his name recorded on roll Of Presbytery. 

Synyd's orders, p. 285, No. 7-8, vol. 8, and p. 248, No. T-8, vol. 
4, of the Magazine, with regard to sufficiency of pastors' salaries, 
lyere taken up and the following adopted \ 

" Synod having given direction to the Presbyteries to make 
inquiry as to the sufficiency of the salaries of pastors in their 
bounds, to support their families and provide facilities for increasing 
their literary acquirements, Presbytery instituted an. inquiry on 
the matter, and ascertained that there is not a minister in the 
Presbytery who can support a family respectably upon the salary 
which he receives from his congregation, and that the most econo- 
mical and judicious of our pastors find it necessary to supplement 
their salary to the extent of from ?150 to $200. That this condi- 
dition of things operates in etich a way as to deprive our pastors 
of the enjoyment of librarieis at all adequate to their work, shuts 
them out from the current literature of the day, and renders it 
necessary that the time and study which ought to be spent in pre- 
paration for the pulpit should be employed in struggling to eke 
out the slender means of subsistence, or supplement it by toil so 
as to obtain an honest livelihood. The result is that the efficiencjr 
of Our ministry .is greatly limited — they cannot carry the truths of 
our testimony beyond the bounds of their own congregations, 
either by the living voice or printed page. Our teachers are re- 
moved into a corner, their light is hid under a bushel. 

*'It was unanimously agreed that these facts be placed before the 
congregations, and an appeal made to them, that they take 
measures that this state of things do not continue. Presbytery 
cannot (Conceive that the members of our congregations will con- 
tent themselves with giving from $10 to $50 per annum for the 
support of the gospel, while their pastors are forced to contribute 
from $100 to $500 for the privilege of preaching, the gospel to 
them. ^Brethren, these things ought not so to be.' " 
. Kev. T. M. Elder was authorized to. perform pastoral duties in 
Rehoboth congregation during his presence in its bounds. He is 
also allowed to accept from the State of 'Pennsylvania the office of 
** Superintendent of a school," for the education of the children 
of soldiers killed during the war, tendered to him. 

Congregations were directed to raise funds for Presbytery's 
Domestic Mission Fund, and forward it to W. Wills, T^asurer. 

Revs. T. Sproull, A. M. Milligan, J. Hunter, and Elders James 
Boffgs arid John A. M'Kee, were appointed a qomn^ission to hear 
sucn pieces of trial for licensure n-om students, at such times as 
the parties may agree upon prior to the spring meeting of Pres- 
bytery. . . 

The Committee on Finance reported the following, which *was 
adopted: 

Finance Committee respectfully report that they have examiped 
Treasurer's report and find it correct, and recommend that it be 
published in the minutes. Also recommend that Rev. T. Hannay 

Digitized by VjQOQIC 



»76 Pittsburgh PreAyUry. 

be paid balance due him on supplies, $21 ; and that when there 
are funds in the treasury the following congregations receive sup- 
plements: 'Oil Creek, one year, $r5; Balem, one year, $75; Oil 
City,' one year, $100. And recommend further, that Presbytery 
adopt some measure that will increase the Home Mission Fund. 

The Synodical traveling expenses are, on the basis adopted by 
Synod, distributed as follows : 

Allegheny, 815 members $94 50 

Pittsburgh, 75 " • 22 60 

Wilkinsburg. 93 « ,.. 27 90 

Unioii,&c., 122 « 86 60 

Springfield, &c., 90 " 27 00 

Behoboth, " 2100 

Jackson and Polatid, 52 " • 15 60 

Salem. 88 " 26 40 

Brookland, 173 " 53 40 

Little Beaver, 90 *< ,, 27 00 

Slippery Book, 128 '« 38 40 

New Alexandria, &c. 215 *« 64 5G 

Monongahela, 90 « • 27 00 

PineCreek, 28 " ....: 840 

Miller'sRun, 70 « 2100 

OilCity, 32 " 9 60 

\ «536 70 

W. Wills, Chairman. 
The following is the Treasurer's report : 

William Wills, Treasurer, in account with Pittsburgh Presbytery. 
1866. . Dr. 

April 9, For balance at last report, ?45 20 

'« 12, For cash from Slippery Rock, per ,T. Sproull, « 20 00 

May 1, For one coupon U. S. 5-20 bond of J1,000, 30 00 

'' 1, do do $50, 150 

" 1, 27 per cent^ premium on above, 8 50 

June 13, For one coupqn 7 310 bond of $500, 18 25 

Sept. 13, For cash received for exchange of old 5-20 bond for new 

issue, 22 50 

Oct. 16, For cash received from Slippery Rock congregation, 40 00 

" 16, From Mrs. Benj. Oook, of Little Beaver congregation,. . . . 3 00 

»190 95 
1866. . 6V. 

April 12, By cash paid Rev. T. Hannay, $22 00 

" 13, " *^ Rev. A. J. M'Farland, 25 00 

May 10, « " Rev. J. Hunter for Rev. D. Reid, 37 50 

" 12, " " Rev. J. J. M'Clurkin, 37 50 

1122 00 

Balance in Treasury, .«68 95 

Allegheny, Oct. 16, 1866. 

Presbytery adjourned to meet on Monday evening immediately 
prior to meeting of Synod, at 7 o'clock, in Allegheny. 

N. M. JOHNSTON, Clerk. 
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The New, York Presbytery met in the Ist Ref. Pres. Church, 
New York, Oct. 80, 1866, at ^ P. M. The Moderator, Rev. Josh- 
ua.Eenhedy, preached the opening aermon from Acts 11 : 24, " For 
he was a good riian, and full of the Holy Ghost, and of faith ; and 
much people werei added unto, the Lord.'* His theme was, ^'Spirit- 
uaUty of mmd ari element of ministerial success.'' 

A copamissioa prenoualy appointed' had organised the members 
of the Argyle station into a congr^ation; the congregation will 
be known as West ffebrm in future. 

Agreeably to the direction of Synod, Presbytery appointed a 
cpmmittee to inquire into and report upon pastor s salaries. A 
committee was also appointed to inquire into the State laws reg- 
ulating marriage, and report. whajt^^hanges if any should be made 
in, these to conform them, to the Divine law. 
. , Presbytery apportioned the following sums to the congregations 
under our charge, to be forwarded by then^ to next Synod for de- 
fraying the traveling expenses of members : 

that NewTork, 4 ....$ 66.90 

Second New York, .*. lOft.20 

Third New York, 88.50 

Brooklyn, , 32.40 

Boston, .-......: : ,. 35.7(r^ 

First Newbnrgh,. ...*..,..,.« 63.»0 

Second New)3urgb,^ .........«...,• 48>00 

. Coldenham, 15.00 



White Lake,. 4 : .$26.10 

Walton, , « , 14.00 

Kortright, 18.40 

Bovina, ^ 16 00 

Rye^ate k Barnet, 64.50 

Orafuhurj...* ". 22.90 

Topsham, » 16.80 

West Hebron, 8.40 



Th^ Treasurer's Report was. as follows: 

1866. Bboiipts, - I Disbubsemints. 



Khj 15, Balance in Treasury. $541.^3 

«* 20, White Lake Oong 11.50 

Oct. 22, 2d Cong. New York 78.35 



May 16, Rev. J. B. Williams $10.00 

" " Rey. J. W. Shaw 4.00 

«« " Rev. J. 0: Bayles i....... 11.00 

« »^ Rev.^R. Z. Willson... 58.80 



Total, ^ .« .$631. Oa ' $83.80 

Oct. 80, 1866, Balance in, the Troasuiy.... »... ^ $547.28 

jA^sfi WtQQiNS, Treaturer, 

80ALS or AFPOINTMSNTS. - 

Topsham and Craft8lmn/-^B^eY, R. Z.' Willson, Nov., Dec. Jan., Feb. 
add March. Rev. J. M. Bbattie, one day in each didcretionary. 

West Oalway — Rev. S. Carlislb, 2d 8ab. of Dep. \ Rev. J. W. Shaw, 
Ist Sab. Jan. ; Rev. J. 0. Bayles^ Iftt and 2d Sabs. March ; Rev. R. Z. 
Wtllsqn, l8( aiid 2d Sabs. May. 

West JBehron—R&y. J. W. Shaw, 3d and 4tli Sabs. Nov. ; Rev. J. Ken- 
NSBY, 1st and 2d Sabs. I)eo. ; Rev. R. Z. Willson, all of April. 

C(5n^e,t;i7&— Rev. J. B. Williams, two days optional; R^v. J. W. ShAw, 
one day optional. . » 

Baliyha^ — Rev. J. B. Williams, one day, tame optional. 

Fayston — Rev. J. M. Beattie, one day, optional. ^ 

Presbytery apjoumed to meet in the 2a Cburch, Newbttrgh, on the 3d 
Tuesday, 21st\)f May, at 7 J P. M. Rev 3, B. Williams to preach the open- 
ing sermon. J. 0. K. MillioaN; Clerk of Presbytery. 
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HlflUTE OF PBIlillliPHIA PIBSBYTEftT OR TIB 
DBATI OF KBT. PBOF. J.H. WILISOH. 

SiN€B our last meeting, Rev, Prof. James STLeod WilkoB^ D. D. 
a constituent member, of this court, has been removed by <k»tfa* 
Preslq^tery while feeling its great loss, and recording, as it hereby 
does, its sense of sorrow, would recognize a gracious and diyine 
sovereignty as toward ourselves and the church at large, and an 
act of mercy and deliverance toward one of Christ's eminent and 
faithful servants. Our grounds of confidence that death has been 
to him the realization of unspeateible gain are so certain, that we 
cannot but acquiesce with cheerfulneas in the dispensation, and 
say with adoring reverence, " The Lotd hath done all things 
well.'' 

Prof. Willson died in the 57th year of his age. He wast bom 
Nov. 17th, 1809. He \^s the second son of the late Rev. James 
R. Willson, D, D. He was educated in Union College, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y., studied theology under the direction of his fetbcTj 
was ordained to the office of the ministry in lb34 and instaUed 
pastor of the let congregation, Philadelphia, a relation tiiat con- 
tinued happily until his removal by Synod to Allegheny City in 
1862, a& Theological Professor. • ^ 

Dr. Willson was endowed with ^fts of a hi^h order, gifts which 
he cultivated with uncommon assiduity and industry. As a theo- 
logian, he was able and accurate ; as a preacher, earnest, instruc- 
tive and faitiiful ; as a presbytel*, ready and skillful ; as a professor, 
apt and beloved ; as a man, genial and kind ; as a Christian, con- 
sistent and exemplary, respected by all who knew him, both for 
hia attainments and for his integrity, 

S. O- Wtlib, Mod. 
T. P. Stbvbnsok, Oleri. 



QeWiU) FBSEDIESrB IROIISTRIAI. 8CB00L ISSOCUTM; 

We regret that we omitted to notioe this association in our last 
issue. Its ol^ject is "to provide employment for Freedmen, and 
teach them to work.^ Miss M* A. I>uncan, a member of the "SL 
3P. congregation of Allegheny, has the chaij^ of the female 
department. Already she has been sueeessAil m furnidiiiBg boude 
servants to persons at a distance, and ^t the same time providing 
the means of living to those who otherwise would suffer, or be a 
burden. We earnestly commend the enterprise to the iib^^lityof 
the benevolent. Miss Duncan's address is — Miss M. A. Duncan, 
Manager of the Industrial School, Sixth street, between M and 
N, Washington. We hope to notice the progress and success of 
this Institotton more fully hereafter* 
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OBITVAEISS. 

Died, at liU residence in the city of New York, on the 17tli of Jul^, in tie 
85th year of hia age,WM. J. Wiggins, deaccm of the Second Keformed 
Pre9bjterian ooagregation. In his oaae, parental dedication and instructioiji 
n^re signally oimed and blessed. At an early age he was admitted to ^U 
oommunion in the ehnrch. Soon after h^ was call^ by the voice of the con* 
gre^tion to the office of deacon. In the discharge of the duties of the office, 
nis generosity, sn|)erior educatioB, business talentS; and ardent zeal, qualLSed 
him for expensive usefulness. 

Wisely and well, with great acceptance to the members and people of the 
congregation, he performed his work. Hb last seryice was for t^ house of 
our God. With him life and labor terminate^ together. His life was short, 
1»ut he accomplished much, and his bame will be had in grateful remembrance 
ty the congregation which he so ardently loved and so faithfully served, by 
the officers with whom he associated, and by the Sabbath school for whose 
prosperity imd comfort he so, diligently labored. He leaves a young widow, 
an a^eotionate father and lamily to mourn their b^wavement, yet grateful to 
God for what he was en^ed to accomplish in his short life. Com. 

, ': ^ — . 

I)i|:d, of diarrhoea, August 16th, 1866^ near Olathe, Johnson Co., EansaSi 
in the 67th year of bis age, Adam Duguid. The deceased made an intelli- 
gent profession of religion whe4 23 years of age, being admitted to the com- 
munion of the church in 188B by the session of Sterling coligregation. 

In 18S6 he removed to Steuben Co., Indiana, and at the organization of the 
congregation of Cedar L^-ke in 1841, he was ordained to the office of ruling 
elder. In the spring of 18€6 he removed to Kansas, in hope of improving his 
hdalth, but an afl-wise Father had otherwise ordered. The deceased was of a 
quiet, retiring di^positicm, and genuine bujt unobtrusive piety; and whilst net 
oalculated for a dMptitant, yet in troubles of a general or more local character 
YkA was ^m and unflinching in what he regarded as truth and right. He 
leaves an aged widow ai^d feeble son, also a widowed daughter with her two 
small children, to m(Him his loss ; but the same God who took away the 
daughter's husband and soon after the mothers^ says : '* Leave thy fatherless 
children, I will preserve them alive ) and let thy widdows trust in me.'^ Com. 
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. PiioM Eobert Carter and Brothers, No. 530 Broadway, New 
York* For sale by Davis, Clarke A Co., Wood Street, Pittsburgh. 
Tju Gbbat Pilot ahd His Listovs. By Bey^ Bichs^rd Newton, D. D. 

. The name of the author of thi^ work is security that it will be 
worth the monej it costs, and the time spent in reading it. In it, 
Scripture doctrines and preoepts are illustrated in an attractive 
manner. It ynXX be read with profit not only by children, but by 
people of a krger growth. 

Amono THi SniAvis. By the author of ** Win and Wear.^* 

This is aiUo an attractive book. " Win and Wear" has made 
the writer «Jbready favorably known tothe public. These books 
would Bwke nice New Year's presents* 
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From James S. Claxton, 1214 Chesnut street, Philadelpliia, 
For sale by Davis, Clarke & Co., Wood Street, Pittsburgh. 

Charity Helstomi : a Tale. Bv Mrs. Charity Brock. 

Duties ahd Difficulties ; or, Mary Mathlesoa. By the author of <* Jogeph the Jew." 

Nettie Wali;aob: or, The Prlcelesf OrBameirt. By Miss 0. M. Trowbridge. 

We have not had time to examine these books, bnt a friend ii 
whose judgment we have confidence, pronounces them good. All 
the above works are got up in handsome style. We hope they 
will have a ready sale, both as a benefit to the readers and to the 
publishers. 

£Um:pTUBE RiADiNa Oalmdab. A plan for reading the Bible throagfa in a year. By 
Rer. James Price, Pastor of the U. P. Church, Frankford, Philadelphia. Single 
copy, 25 cents; ten copies, $2.00; fifty copies, $9.00. 

Whatever would tend to encourage and facilitate in reading the 
Bible, is a contribution to the cause of truth. This is the -design, 
and we think will be the efltect of the Calendai^. While it is not 
so important to read iQucfa as to read well, both may be combined 
by this plan in reading the Bible. Let parents get it for their 
children, and by offering a reward induce them to go through the 
course prescribed in it for the next year. 

Biblical Rkpositort akd Prwceton Bbtikw. Edited by Charles Hodge, D. D. Pub- 
lished by Peter Walker, 821 Ghesnut Street, Philadelphia. 

The October No. of this quarterly contains seven well written 
articles. The first, The Preaching for the Times, is seasoaable, 
and should be read and studied by preachers and those who are 
preparing to preach. The second. The Trinity in Redemption, is 
an elaborate discussion of a deep subject in theology. On Pome 
points there is inaccuracy of expression, if not of thought. We in- 
stance the following : "The second person of the Godhead, while 
in his personality as the S6n, he is subordinate to the Father," &c. 
' The remaining articles will interest and profit the attentive rea- 
der. 

TftlBUTE OF EESPECT 

BY THE STUDENTS OF THIJ BEF. PBES. ' THEOLOGIOAL SEMINARY. 

Whereas, God by an inscriitible providence has seen fit to call from the 
church militant io the church triumphant, our highly esteemed and much 
beloved Professor, Rev. James, M. Willson, D. D., thereby inflicting upon 
us an irreparable loss ) therefore, 

Resolved, That by his removal the church has lost a faithful minister, 
the cause of Christ a fearlesli and lireless advocate, and we a kind and tal- 
ented instructor. 

Resolved, That while in sorrow we record his death, we desire to submit 
in uncomplaining reverence to the will of our Heavenly Father. 

Resolved, That since he has gone to receive the *< Weil done" of his God, 
we will endeavor so to live that we may ehare with the glorified spirit the 
joys of heaven. 

lieaohed, That we tender to his bereaved family our warmest sympathies. 
James A. Black, Wm. J.-Gllespib, 

Archibald W Jobnstoh, T. A. Sproull. 

Com. 
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